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TO THE 
|- Right Honourable 
n= © 
Lady Anne Boſcawen, 


MAD AM, 


1 THEN the beſt Things of 
7 the World are preſented te 


1 the Great, this is a Piece of 
Juſtice done, both to thoſe Honoura- 
ble Perſons, .and to the Things that 

_ are preſented; for thus much is un- 
doubtedly due to the Deſerts of both. 

And when ſuch exalted Perſons are 
pleaſed to receive thoſe Things, and 
_ [approve by uſing, them, this becomes. 

jan Advantage to both: They have 
HC A 2 1 the 


ul The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Service of what is moſt uſeful in | 
its Kind; and their uſing it, recom- 
mends it to others: For the inferiour 
| Ranks of Mankind commonly derive 
thbeir Eſtimates of Things from the 
Opinions and Practices of thoſe that 
are above them. It is becauſe I ac- 
count this Book very excellent in its 
Kind, and worthy to be recommend- 
ed as ſuch to the World, which makes 
me preſume, Madam, to Dedicate it 
to fo high a Perſon as your Honour. 
I hope, if you pleaſe to acquaint your 
7 ſelf with it, that I ſhall have the k Ho- 
nour to be approv'd in my Judgment 
pl ir, and it may have the great Ad- 
vantage to be recommended by you. 
I know that your accompliſh'd Mind 
is diſpoſed to approve of what is In- 
genuous and Devour. Here preſents 
its ſelf to your Honour, Divine Truth 
in a decent and faſhionable Attire ; it 
| were not fit for any one to make you 
_ a Vilit in a careleſs Undreſs. The 
Beauty here is not conceal'd and dif- 
guis'd hy too much external Orna- 
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© Epiſtle Dedicatory, it 
by too little. This Book you may 

be pleas'd to obſerve, is fitted to poſ- 
ſeſs Men's Minds with that pure and 
peaceable Wiſdom which is from a- 
bove ; to excite: Devotion in the cold - 
eſt and moſt careleſs Hearts; and to 

_ poſſeſs with a La Devotion our too 
nice and witty Age, ſince here it ap- 
pears ſo rational and ingenious even 
in its higheſt Flights. 


Madam, 1 ——__ 
I mult readily acknowledge the + 
Hand that makes you this Preſent is 
too mean and unworthy ; but ſince 
you have not thought me too mean, 
to receive Obligations from you, 1 
muſt not believe my ſelf thereby ex- _ 
cus'd from bringing all ſuch Teſtimo- 
nies of Reſpeſt and Gratitude as I am 
able. Yet I muſt humbly crave your 
Pardon for this Preſumption, as what 
it were ſtill greater Preſumption to 
expect without ſeeking it; and doing 


dus, it were a very guilty Deſpair on 


the other Hand, if I ſhould not hope 
o obtain it from a Goodneſs ſuch as 
A'3 Yours. 
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iv The Epiſtle Dedicatery. 
yours. Your Honour cannot want 
any noble Quality in an anſwerable 
Degree, who derive your high Birth 


— 
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from two Illuſtrious Families; and 
are furniſh'd in them with ſo many. 
excellent Pretidents. Whilſt Fpreſenct. 
this Book to you, I preſent alſo my 


Prayers to Almighty God, to the 


Giver of every good and perte Gift, 


that by his Bleſſing it may become to 
your Honour, a very profitable En- 


tertainment: That it may nouriſh in 
you thoſe good Advances of Piety and 
Vertue, which adorn your Youth: 
That it may help to maintain ſtil] that 


_ prudent Conſtancy, which has fhewn 
at ſelf able to conquer the violent 
Current of preſent Wickedneſs, while 


ſuch a Number of unthinking Sinners 
are carry'd along with the fatal 
Stream. I pray that the God who 


has bleſt you with Beauty and Wealth, 
and Honour, the three greateſt Gifts 


of this World. may ſtill continue fa- 
vourable to you in the Diſpenſat ions 


Hof his Providence; and after a long 
and happy Life may remove you to 


Heaven; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 8 
Heaven. Thus my Prayers ſhewy, 
what I am ready in any other poſſible 
Way to expreſs, that I am, 


MADA . 
Your Honour's, 
Moſt Hambl ty 
. Moſt Obedient, and 


Devoted Servant, 


Theophilus Dorrington. 
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Jo-ME Account of the following Book 
. 1 am bound to give, in Point of Ju- 


ſomething may be ſaid tending- to- promote the- 


Uſefulneſs of it, Which Things will be the | 


Matter of this Preface ;, and in ſuch Matter 
it will not be impertinent to detain the Reader 
for a little While, 6 | 


It was a Book of Devotions diſpos'd into the 
| Form and Method of the Roman Breviary; 
and though the Matter of it was not the ſame 
with that, yet therein were the Truths of Chri- 
tian Religion frequently mix d, as in the 
Belief of that Church, with thoſe erroneom 

425 Dottrines. 


Dodctrines which in latter Ages have been 


The-Prefice: f 


added to Chriftianity. What It houg hit to be 


uch by the Direction of Holy Scripture, and 


the Articles of our Church which are drawn 


from thence, according to the uſual Interpre- 


tation made of it by the moſt pure and pri- 


mitivs Ages of Chriſtianity, that I have 


taken away and connedted the Senſe with what 
thoſe Rules ſuggeſted to be Truth. Therefore 
has this Fook the Title of Reform'd Devo- 


tions. And J dare ſa „ holy Scriptures 


may he the Rule to judge by in theſe Mat- 


ters, (as they mut be in all ſuch Matters) the 


Book is now more truly carretted and amend- 
ed, than it was in any of the former Editions, 


| though it pretends to have been four Times 


printed, and twice with that Ad vantage. In 
the fourth and luſt Edition, which is dated, 


Roan 1685. it if ſaid to be correfled and 


augmented ;, and there is added to it in that 


4 uhole Office for the Virgin Mary; which 
being very different from the former Book, 
and much inferiour to it in all Reſpetts, and 
more corrupted, I have wholly left out; and ii 
|  baving made uſe of that Part of the former 
Book which provided for all the Saints Days, 
I ſhould have wanted @ good Reaſon, for ſo re- 
garding particular Saint, if I had uſed 
that Part of the Book diſtin; And there 
being enough. of the other to ſerve my Nee; 


-. 
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The: Preface: - 
thod, Idid not trouble my ſelf to pick. out the 
beft Sentences of that to mix with the ref 
= This [did out of one Office in the other Book, 

| becauſe in the preſent Method I had no Occa= 
ſion for it diſtinct, and becauſe the greateſt 
Part of that Office related to the Souls ſuppos'd. 
to be in Purgatory. . W 


I am juſtified in the Reforming of this Boot, 
and purging out thoſe foremention'd Dofrines, 
by the Authority of our Nation, which did, 
for the Sake of them, a few Tears ago, con- 
demn the Book to a publick Burning. And 
becauſe there was a great Deal of it very good 
Senſe, and that compos'd in a very devout 
Strain and an ingenuous Style, and mi vd 
with ſeveral curious Hymns; I thought it 
was worthy of a Reformation, and as well 
too good to be thrown away whole, as tos 
bad to be uſed whole: Which I doubt not, 
all ingenuous and devout Readers will ac= 
knawledge upon peruſing what is here pre- 
ſented, when 1 ſhall have ſaid that the moſt 
of it is but what I found in that Book, Tet 
1 ſubſcribe to the Wiſdom and Tuſtice of 
that Condemnation which 1t underwent as it 
was; for the better it was in ſome Reſpetts, 
(ſince many offenſive Things were contain'd 
in it, and they often with great Artifice 
inſinuated in very diſguiſing Terms) the 
| | h | more 
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| . Fe rene 
more it did deſerve that Fate. Some Paſ- 
ſages there were in it capable of two Inter- 
pretations, which joined with falſe Doftrines, 
mut be interpreted to an ill Meaning; but 
join d with Truths, mu$t be underſtood to 
mean well And ſome of theſe do ſtill re- 
main here, becauſe I was loath to throm out 
any Thing needneſiy; and eſpecially if there 
was Wit and Elegancy in the Compoſure; 


I 


that ſo this Book might be in ſome Reſyefts 


the former. There were in it Leſſons to 


they conſiſted but of ſome Sentences of the 
truly Canonical Scripture, join d, without 
Diſtinction, with other Sentences, and that 


*S 
* 2 
= 
. 
> 4% 
Fe 
XX & 
1 * 
WL 
* 
7 $7 
FT) 
17 
1 = 
St: 
pt! 
1 
[4 12 
id * 
Vit 
11 
1 
4 T7; 
« * 
74 
* 1 
- 
6 $23 © 
N TE 
| $$! 
3 
+> 
: 105 
* 5 
* 
» 4 
EE 
* 
A 
5 i 
TEE 
Wwe 
+ * 
6% ? 
Y.4 
a” 
£44 
185 
1 
N 
$#7 * 
£14: 
BG 
5 
13 
i 
4 
. 1 
180 
f 
by 
Jy 
: 
22 
+ 5 
5 
i* 
* 


| Beſides, I did not always think them exattly 
| I the Abſence of them may be reckowad well 


Fi: holy Scripture, which I have through the 
| whole Book frequently mix d with the Mat- 


holy Scriptures in their Hands, tranſlated in- 
t the wulgar Tongue. The Hymns that 
were in the former Book are all retain d, and 
| one is added to fill up the preſent any 


better, and in others, at leaſt no worſe than 


every Office, which I have left out, becauſe 


Tranſlation. which thoſe Scriptures were in, 
. is different from that authentick among us: 


ſuited to the Places they held; and 1 think 


Bf enough ſupply'd ly the pertinent Ser tences of | 


1 ter of it; eſpecially ſince thoſe: that wil read 
* Leſſons in their private Devotions, have the 
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The Preface. 

But many of them are alt er d; ſome to 

be correqted, ſome to be ſupply d with a ſem 
Fyllables, or a Stanza here and there to fit 

them to the Tunes of our ſinging Pſalms, as 

many of them were before, and nom they all 

are. The Petitions here are gather'd part- 

ly out of thoſe parts of the former , Books 

which in that were calld Pſalms, in this, 
Meditations z and partly from other 
Places: =... - | | ; . 


The Devot ions for every Day in the 
Week, are not ſo appropriated to thoſe Days 
of the Week they are deſign'd for, but t hat 
they may be uſed on any other Day; as in- 
deed I know no Reaſon for ſuch Appropriati- 
on: They are thus placed to diſpoſe them in 
ſome Method, that they might not lye tage» 
ther like a confus'd diſorderly Heap, Only 
theſe for the Lord's Day are moſt proper for 
that : Thoſe ſet to Thurſday, becauſe all the 
Subject of them is the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, are very fit to be usd on 
any Day when we receive that Holy Sacra- 
ment, To this, that ſome of the Devotions 
are ſaid to be deſign'd for the Holy-Days, 
I ſay ; Thoſe that will be pleasd but to 
look beyond the Title, will be as well ſatssfied 
with the Matter of that, as any other part 
ef the Book, I did not contrive the Book 


Ĩke Preface:. 

fo difhtinguiſht, but found it fo, and thoug 
that —— might render it the more = 
ful to thoſe who ſhall be willing to uſe it in a 
Met hod. Some among us are willing to ob- 
fer ue ſuch: Days according to the Appoint- 


7 


ment of our Church, and they may profitably 


on them. make uſe of what 1s here allotted 


to thoſe Days for their Sales. Others per- 


haps are not fully ſatisfied in their Minds to 
do this, and they may with good Profit (if 


they pleaſe) read that part of the Book on 


any other Days: And why then ſhould the 
latter Sort be diſpleas'd, if the e are 
gratiſied; and IJ, according to the excellent 


| Rule and Praftice of St. Paul, do become all 


things to all Men for their Good, To my 
Charity, he that regards a Day regards it 
to the Lord; and he that regards not a Day 
to the Lord, he doth not regard it. I ſup- 
poſe the different Practice may proceed in 


both from pious Minds, (but ſuch as are 


poſſeſs'd in this Matter with ſome difference 
of Opinions) and 1 will not Judge or ſet at 


nog ht any of my Brethren: And as I am 


not willing to put the worſt Interpretation 
that can be upon the Practices of any, ſo I 
deſire all would deal thus with me, and 
where any thing in the Book may be inter- 
preted to a good Meaning, that they would 
do fo. This Practice, 1 am ſure, is oy 

5 tain'd 


_ The Preface.. : 

tain d under that general and indiſpenſable 
FKule, of doing to others as we would they - 
ſhould do unto us.. I have aſſiſted the one 
Sort the more willingly, becauſe it will be 
wo Prejudice to the other; unleſs they pleaſe 
to rejedt what is not in it ſelf the leſs uſe= 
| ful, meerly for bearing ſuch a Title as this, 
and for being in 1. a Method as may 
render it the more uſeful to ſome of their 
| Brethren, I deſire of the Warld but this 
Piece of Juſtice alſo. (which I ſkall certainly 
obtain from all that are not ill-natur'd in 
this Caſe) that every one do commend what 
they may like in the Boat; for then I am 
= ſure it will be Univerſally commended; and 
then it will be the more generally and the 
more profitably uſed, which is the End 1 
aim d at in ſeeking to approve it to 
many. = Fo OP e 
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In Reforming a Book from ſuch Princi- 
ples as are purg*d out of this, it is well 
known 1 am not without ſeveral Preſidents. 
And what has been done of this kind before 
having found good Acceptance, both formerly 
and more lately, I was thereby the more 
encourag'd in this Undertaking; I will not 
diſparage what others have done; but 1 
think there may be obſery'd ſome Defefts. 
in their Wort; which J have — 

9 5 5 


The Preface. 


that Writing of any Author of the ſame Com- 


munion, which in my Judgment, was compa- 
rable to this excellent Piece : The Matter of the 


Book, I preſume, 15 not at all leſs fit to aſſiſt 
and excite true aud wiſe Devotion than it 


was before! For there is no need of Frrors to 


promote any Execiſe of true Religion: And 


ö there being ſo much of excellent and uſeful 
Matter ſtill leſt, what is ſeparated. may the 


better be ſpar d. And the leaving out thoſe 


Principles renders the Book more generally. 
uſeful, ſince vom it is become ſo to thoſe of our 
Church, while they will meet with Nothing | 


in it, but what they can aſſent to: And it 


may Fill, if they pleaſe be uſeful to thoſe 


of the other Communion, ſince the peculiar 


Principles, which they. have receiv'd are on- 
ly left out, and the remaining Matter is what 
all ſober Chriſtians may agree in: Indeed 
I intended not to infect it with Controverſie, 


and not to gratifie, but rather divert the 
contentions Humour of the Age; I would not 
engage the World more in Controverſie, 
which perhaps is already too much eng ag d 


in it; but had rather poſſeſs Mens Minds 
with an afſeftionate powerful Senſe of thoſe 
importamt Truths, which Chriſtians do gene- 


rally 


The Book that 1 have choſen to correct, EXT N 
qual, at leaſt, if not exceed any other, that 
has been thus uſed, Indeed I have not ſeen 
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The Preface. 
rally aſſent to; and which are of abſolute 
Neceſity to be known, and lou'd, and 
o bey d; for which Purpoſe this Book is 


perbaps as well fitted now, as. any that EY 


can be met with: Unleſs any one will 
except that incomparable Bcok, the Expo- 
| poſition of our Church Catechiſm, lately 
compoſed for the Uſe of the Dioceſs of 
Bath and Wells: I can readily aſſent to 
him that ſhall prefer that to this. In this 
following Book I am ſure no impartial and 


| judicious Reader, can think that the devout © 


and ſerious Expreſſions do want their Foun- 
dation in Reaſon, by being ſeparated Pls, OY 
the Principles, that are purgd out. any — 
| "ſuch Expreſions may be 5 in the Vrit- 
ings of the Devout and Elegant Fathers, 
which could not be drawn from ſuch Princi- 


ples, becauſe they are of a later Invention + 


Beſides the Holy Scripture, and the funda- 
mental Truths drawn from thence, and con- 
taind in the four firſt Creeds, are Founda« - 
tion enough for ſuch things, It were a mi- 

ſtake therefore to imagine, that we muſt needs 
be bebolden to any peculiar or diſtindt Prin- 
ciples, not beld by the truly Ancient and 
Apoſtalick Church, for ſuch a Production as 
this. I think it may appear by the following 
Book, that thoſe Principles are not neceſſary 
as a Foundation, nor any ways advant ageous- 
to the Superſlruture, For 


The Preface. 
For the Sake of thoſe who ſhall be willing if 


to uſe this Book in a certain Order ant 
Method in their Private Devotions, (where 
a good Method conſtantly obſerved, is of great 

Advantage) I ſhatt ſuggeſt a few things for 
Direction in the Uſe of it. I ſuppoſe the 
— ſe of moſt Perſons in this pri. 


vate Exerciſe, is only to Read, perbaps, ll 
the Holy Scripture, or ſome good Books, and Ml 
to pray: But I think thoſe that do only ſo, 


4 leave out one of the moſt 1 F Parts of 
[the Exerciſe, which at leaſt thoſe Perſons 
Roi! that have, or might have Leiſure, ſhould ne- 
der omit, that is, Meditation: To revolve, 
{ and over and over conſider, and reſect upon 
| 


| 
''' fomedivine Truths, that they may make Hn- 
Fi. preſion on their Minds, and raiſe in then 
1 | —_ AfﬀeTions : This tends to make the = 
L emper of the Mind, and the Courſe of a 
2:48 Man's Life conformab e to thoſe Truth, ll. 
1 which is the End every Man ſbou d aim at in 
ls private Devotions : None may account 
g themſelves the more religious 1 good for il | 

j | ſpending much Time in them, ole): they have Ml | 
this Influence and Effect npon their Heart,. 
| and Lives, -unleſs they prattiſe the more f 
FR Religion in their Converſations. Now in the J 
EE | Ferfurmance of this Furt of private Devo ©, 
c 


Fl tion, it were doubtleſs beſt, if every one cone - 
Wk _—  - — a0 


The Preface, 


| raiſe ſuitable and affecting Thoughts to be 


meditated upon from the Scriptures be has 
read; which is according to the Advice of a 
late very prudent Author, who has written, 
A Method and Order for private Devotion. 

But T fear there ane but few that can pra- 
#iſe this Way with any great Advantage to 
themſelves, at leaſt till they bave long pra- 

dis d it, and taken a great Deal of Pains to 


arcuſtom themſe. ves to it, and ſo can perform 


it with Eaſe and Pleaſure; the Diſtculty 
therefore, and I.'ttle Advantage at firſt, do 
I doubt, keep many from areſolute Fryal of 
it, Inſtead therefore of that Way of medita- 


ting, and for. ſuch as cannot uſe it, I think. 


theſe Meditations fit to be uſed, Then, aftes © 
a Perſon bas Read his Chapters, in the 
Order which he has propos d to himſelf, he 


| may do well to read over the Meditations 


| bere provided for the Day: But this he muſt 


do, ſo as that it may be properly a medita- 
ting on theſe Things, not a cur ſory reading 
of them : He ſhould proceed very deliberate- 


| ly, often looking back, and reviewing a Sen- 


tence that is paſt, to ſee, if it did not affet 
him before, whetber it may not do this upon 


| the Review; ard to try if be may not find 


Jamewhat more of Importance in it, than he 
e 


— 


apprehended at the fr ſt reading. After Me- 


ditation is done, then be ts to proceed to 
Prayer 


The Preface. 
Prayer wherein we may have Aſſi ſtauce from 
the Petitions here added; they are not a com- 
_ . pleat Prayer of themſelves, nor were deſign d 
. © to be ſo, but only to ſuggeſt ſome Requeſts go 
ft to be put into our Prayers, ſuitab'e to the Pl 
FForegoing Meditations : Therefore there are 1 
not in them ſuch Petitions or Acknowledg- it 
1 N - ments as are proper for the Mourning or the 
| it Evening, nor any Petitions for the King, the ; 
. . Church, or our Friends, which ſhould never 
bie omitted in our Prayers. Now they that 
|| uſe a Formwhich has thoſe other Parts, may 
wGtdtalke in theſe where (they think fit, having 
conſider d and reſolv'd it before they begin, 
bor elſe they may ſay theſs by themſelves : 
I)ey that do not uſe a Form in privat, may 
[| — add theſe to their Prayer by their Memory, 
Ell or by having the Book before them: And if 
any Perſon has been Jeriouſſy efofed by the 
Meditations, he will be mightily diſpoſed to 
male ſuch Requeſts as theſe that follow them. 
As for the Hymns, it will be the rte if 
any Perſon will ſing them, either to begin 
bis Exerciſe, or end it with them, according 
as be finds bimſelf inclin'd : To help thoſe 
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= 

that may not readily find out the Tunes which it 

10 theſe may be ſung to, Ithint fit here to ſug- | 
= geſt this; thoſe that will go to the more il 


. common Tunes, are Hymn 15 2, 35 4, 55 6, 
0 =: 7 oſe 


ö - 


PPV 
Thoſe that will go to the Tune of the Fun- 
aredth Pſalm, are Hymn 7, 12, 16, 17, 23, 
24, 25, 27, 33, 36, 38, 40. Thoſe that will 
go to the Tune of the Hundred Thirteenth 

Pſalm, are Hymn 10, 26, 29, 30, 35, 37. 
fifth Pſalm, are Hymn 19, 22, 33, 34. If the. 
Time will allow a Man, and devout Affection 
inclines him to it, he may uſe at once Both 
Parts of the Devotions for the Morning or 


any Man conſtraĩn himſelf to this, and there- 


| Guide in theſe Matters gave to a Friend; 


ace mpany us, nor Diſpoſition to * 
with our Deſires. And the whole Boo 


to them, to uſe ſometimes one Part and ſome- 


times another, as being moſt affeted with 


L juch Variety, I ſhall not need to direT par- 
ticularly on what Days thoſe Parts of the 


Book 


Thoſe that will go to the Tune of the twenty  - 


Evening of the Day, but by no Means ſhould © 


| fore they were thus divided: For, according 
to the very prudent Advice that an excellent 


Wie ſhould obſerve what we can dowith Eaſe 
* and Pleaſantneſs of Spirit, and when we find 
our ſelves to be fre: and forward, then 
* we may be the longer and the more en- 
* larged in our Devotions; but when we 
are beavy and ſtreightned, then it is not 
* fit to tire our Spirits, and drag them along 
' with us whither they have no Strength to 


being thus divided, [ome may find it of Uſe 
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The Preface. 
Book deſgn'd for the Holy-Days ſhould be 
zſed, for that will be ſufficiently ſuggeſted 
by the publick Liturgy of our Church, to 
thoſe that are acquainted with it ; where. 


alſo. they will be directed to very appoſite, 


and fit Portions of Scripture to be read 
upon ſuch Occaſions. And now I dare ſay, 
that the * oe Book is not only better 
in the Matter of it than it was before, 
but it is alſo better fitted in its Method 
to aſeft our private Devotion. 


Vith bearty Prayers to Almighty God, 


for its good Succeſs, Þ ſend it forth into 
the World: May it abundantly promote 
bis Honour, may it cauſe many to have ſe- 


rious and affetionate Thoughts of Religi- 


dus Matters, may it promote a true and 
ardent Love to God in the World, which 


will be proportionably attended with Love 


to aur Nerghbour ;, may none through Envy, 
or Diſlike of a few ſmall Particulars, 


when they muſt needs approve the greateſt 


1 of it, be ſo guilty as to oppoſe and 


inder its Uſefulneſs; ſo ah rs the 
Advancement of their private Opinions be- 
fore the Service of Religion in general, for 
promoting the Life and Power of which it 
zs deſign'd and fitted. Let all know, I con- 
Rantly endeavour that it may be -a ſmall 

1: L ” | Thing 


1 Preface. 
Thing to. me to be judg d by Man's Fudg- 
ent, which is oft mi ſtaken both in 2 


nouns and condemning: And there is 
ye, even the "Great God, who will be 
be fnal Fudge of us all, to whom I am 
hiefly concern'd to approve my ſelf : Io 
hm be Glory from : aus all, for ever and 
Der. Amen. 15 
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DEV © TIO N S 
"21 6 $i: OM 
| FR Day! in the Week. 
n 
. a Sunday Morning. 


MEDITATION. I. 


"ad Elcome pleſt Pay vhs: 
: in the Sun of Righteon 
neſs aroſe, 45 chaſed 
CJ away the Clouds of Fear. 
Wales thou art to my Soul, thou Birth- 
day of our hopes; a Day of 3 Joy and pub- 
ck refreſhment „ a Day of Holineſs 
and ſolemn Devotion; 4 Day of reſt and 
univerſal Jubilee. Welcome to us, and 
our dark World; for the healing, ſaving 
light thou bringeſt. May thy radian 
Name ſhine bright for ever. "OK all the 
| 8 Earth 


3 For Sunday Morning. 

Farth be enlighten d with thy beams, and 
every frozen Heart diſſolve and ſing. May 
all the Generations to come entertain thee 
with Reverence, and employ thee in the 
Praiſe, and worſhip of the Lamb who is 
the Light of thee. This is the Day which! 
dur Lord has made, let us be glad and 
I rejoice therein. This is the Day that 
' He has ſanctified to himſelf; and call'd 

by his own moſt Holy Name. Hark, 0 
my Soul, doſt thou not hear the King! 
ol Heaven invite thee into h:s Preſence. 
He graciouſly bids thee to fufpendf 
the mean Employ ments. of this World; 

to lay aſide thy corroding earthly Cares: 

He calls thee to the Honour of Commun: 

nion with hinifelf; to ſpend a Day in 
his moſt delightful Service; he defire MM 
to entertain thee with'urſpeakable Joys ] 
V 


11 — ©) Iam jet yn w% hos as EE 


In his Houſe of Prayer $70 feaſt thee 
with Spiritual Dainties, that afford 


1 
our God? 8 


8 


For Sunday Morning. 2 


Week on opr ſelves, and not offer in 
'Gratitude one Day to Thee? To thee 


who beſtoweſt on us all we have; and 
wilt give us hereafter more than we can 
now receive, or hope for. A Day ſpent 


4n thy Conrts, O Lord, I will prefer to 


a Thouſand that engage me in any other 


Places. I will go to the Houſe of my 
God, to the Aſſembly of his Saints. 


Know ye all the Nations of the World, 


it is the Lord who is the only true God, 
It is he that hath made us, and not we 
our ſelves. Let us enter into his Gates 
with Thankſgiving, and into his Courts 
with Praiſe. Come let us adore our glo- 


D Eholt we come, Dear Lord, to thee, 

And bow before thy Throne 

We come to offer, on onr Knee, | 
Our Vows to Thee alone. 


Whate're we have, whate're we are 6 | 


Thy Bounty freely gave: 
Thou doſt us here in Mercy ſpare, 
And wilt hexgafter fave. FE 
But, O, can all our Store afford l 
No better gifts for the? 
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| Thus we confeſs thy Riches, Lord; 
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And thus our Poverty. 


"Tis not our Tongue, or Knee, can pay 
The mighty Debt we owe: 
Far more we ſhould than we can ſay; 
Far lower. ſhould we bow. . | 


* 


Come then, my Soul, bring all thy PoòW 'r, 
And grieve thou haſt no more: 
Bring evry Day thy choiceſt Hours, f 
And thy Great God adore. _ | 
But above all, prepare thy: Heart, t 
On this his own bleſt Day; 1 
In it's ſweet task to bear thy part, { 
And ſing, and love, and pray. : 
Glory to Thee, Eternal Lord! k 
_ "Thrice bleſſed Three in One 1 
Thy Name at all Times be ador'd,- - l 
Tüll time it ſelf be done. Amen t. 
55 Er: 
MEDITATION II. a; 
| n 
I Hen the Harveſt Sun provides 3 h 
Cloud, and ſeems to reſt his wea - a! 
med Beams: He ſeeks not to ſave the m 
mer of his Light, he only ſpares the ar 
Reapers Head. Much leſs, O Lord, — th 
V thou 


For Sunday Morning. 5 
thou, who mad'ſt the Sun, ſeek by the 
Reſerve of a Day, to procure thine o ẽnre- 
poſe. Thou haſt not commanded the 
Buſineſs of the World to ceaſe for one 
Day in ſeven, for that thou art tir'd with 
over ruling it to thine own Glory. Thou 
who created'ſt all things by a Word of 
thy Mouth, and ſuſtaineſt them all in thy 
Hand, without feeling any weight : Who 
governeſt the whole World without any 
perplexity of thought ; and always re- 
mainelt the ſame unchangeable fulnels : 
It is not to encreaſe thine own Eternity, 
that thou takeſt a Portion of our time 
It is not to receive any advantage to thy 
ſelf, that thou requireſt this Days Wor- 
ſhip of us. Thy Goodneſs does friendly 
hear the Name of the Day ; but thou. 
kindly intendeſt for us all the Profit of 
it. That the wearied Hands may be re- 
lieved with reſt; and be enabled to lift 
en themſelves up to thee. That the ignc- 

rant Minds may be taught thy Truth, 
and learn the Way to everlaſting Happi- 

neſs. That the guilty Conſciences may 

2 humbly confeſs their Sins, and receive an 


ea · ¶ aſſur d Pardon from thee, ao haſt pro- 


the miſed to revive the Spirit of the Humble, 
the and the Heart of the Contrite. That in 
lol this our militant State we may ask and 
nu . receive 


For Sunday Morning. 
receive of thee Grace ſufficient fer us. 
That all may ſpeak to thee by Prayer, 
and hear thy Voice, by the Mouth of 
tteir Paſtors. That the Love-prepar'd | 
Souls may approach thy bountecus Ta- 
ble, and may feaſt and confirm their 
Faith and Hopes with that delicious Ban- 
quet there prepar' d. O bleſſed Lord, what 
excellent and fit Means has thy Wiſdom 

Invented to fit us for and bi ing us to thy 
ielf! How well are thy ſacred Ord inances 
minted to our neceſſities: To enlighten 

cur dark Minds, to meit our hard Hearts, 
to quicken and conſecrate cur Affections. 

Thou ftrengtheneſt our Faith by thy 
Word and Sacraments ; and improveſt 
our Charity, both to thee and one ano- 

ther, by cur publick Aſſemblies ; while 

wee all meet together for the ſame bleſt 
End; and by mutual Requefts and Praiſes 
encreaſe our Fervours. Happy, thrice 
happy are we, O merciful God } whom 
thy Providence favonrs with theſe Bleſ- 
ings. We that may freely reſort to thy 
holy Sanctuary, and there ſing aloud thy 
Praiſes for theſe great Mercies. 
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me let us lay aſide the Cares of this 


World; and take into our Minds 
the Joys of Heaven. Let us empty our 
Heads of all our Thoughts, and prepare 
that upper Room to entertain our God. 
Retire we from the many Diſtractions 
of this Life, and recollect, and cloſely 


unite the Forces of our Soul. That we 
may apply them to the earneſt purſuit 


of our awn neceſſary work ; the ſecuring 


to our ſelves the es, 09 of Heaven. 
Why ſhould we ſpend alt our Days about 


Trifles, and our Labour for that which will 


not profit? Earthly Riches profit not in 


the Day of Wrath; my Soul ſeek Heaven- 
ly Treaſures. Seek thou laſting and ſub- 


ſtantial Joys, while others doate on and 
purſue thoſe fliting ſhadows, ſenſual Plea- 


fires, Seek thou the ſacred Knowled Be 
” 


of thy God, and Jeſus the Chriſt whom 


ſent into the World, whom to know is 
Life Eternal. Miſerable are they, OLord,. 
who ſtudy all things elſe, and neglect this 
Sacred Science; though their Skill can 


number the Stars, and trace out the ways 

of the Planets. Miſerable are they was 
heap up Gol 
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8 For Sunday Morning. 
and Silver, but get no intereſt in thee. Mi- 
ſerable are they who enjoy all that this 
World can afford to pleaſe, but have no 
Enjoyment of thee. To know thee is to 
be truly Wiſe, and is the higheſt Learning. 
To have thee my God and Portion is to 
be exceeding Rich; to contemplate and 
enjoy thee is a Heaven of Pleaſure. I de- 
termine to value no other Knowledge but 
that of Jeſus the Chriſt, and him Crucified. 
J account all Things but boſs and dung that I 
may win Chriſt; and may have Commun on 
with the Father and the Son thro the Spirit. 


PETITIONS. 


XXI Ith fervent Deſires, O Lord, and 
VV œapanting Soul, I am going to thy 
Houle. O maintain, I pray thee, ſuch de- 
ſires after thy ſelf, and fulfil them while F 
am waiting where thou appointeſt. Draw 
nigu to us who are drawing near to thee. 
Make us fitly to perform our Duty. Open 
thou o Lips, and our Mut hs ſhall ſhew | 
Torth th Praiſe. Open thou our Eyes, O 1. 
bleſſed Lord, that we may ſee the Beauty 
of thy Commands ; how Wile and Sweet t 
in themſelvesthey are, how Neceſlary and 
Beneficial to us: While they improve + 
our Felicity here, and fit us tor that wh 150 
5 | | WI 
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For Sunday Morning. 9 
will be hereafter. Send forth thy Beams 
of ſpreading Light, O thou that art the 
Morning Star ! and lead us to thy Holy 
Hill. Send forth thy Truth, O increated 
& Wiſdom ! and bring us to thy bleſſed Ta- 


cious Lord ! in the Ways ot thy Precepts, 
that by obſerving faithfully thoſeexcellent 
Rules, we may all every where be happy. 
O Glorious Jeſu! in whom we live, and 


thy Spirit all ſenſual Deſires and quicken 
our Hearts with ty Holy Love , that we 
| may no longer have a high Eſteem for the 
| Vanities of this World, but may place our 
Affections entirely on thee. Shew us thy 


— 


33 


beg to conceive of thy Majeſty as ma 


nn EPS SV 


to thy Likeneſs. It we may not know thee 
clearly now ; let us know at leaſt ſo far 
| as to make us long to know farther. If 
we cannot perfectly love thee in this Life, 
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bernacle. Guide thou our Lives, O gra- 


without whom we dye; mortifie in us by 


glorious ſelf, O Jeſu, in thee we ſhall be- 
hold all we can with. Only ſo much we 


move our Hearts to ſeek thee : Only ſo 
much ny we ask as may conform us 
8 


let us love ſo much as that we may deſire 
to love more. So let us know and love | 
thee here, O thou the Sovereign bliſs of 

our Souls! that we may hereatter knorr, 
thee better; and love thee more for ever; 
Co, BY * Mg 
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10 : For Sunday Evenixg. 5 
to our Eternal Bliſs, and thy Eternal Glo: 
ry thereby. „ | 


ever foa!l be World without End. Amen. 


1 
\ 


- 


Glory be to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. | Ex. 
As it was in the Beginning, is now and 


MEDITATION I. 


T ET them, O Lord, ſeck other De- 
lights, who expect no Felicity from 
thee. Let them fill up their Time with 


other Employments, and waſte the Re- 


mainder of this holy Day, who think thy 
Rewards not worth their Labour. As for 


me, my £oul's chief Content ſhall be to 
meditate on the Glories prepared for thy 
Servants above. So will I meditate on 
2 as often as the Days of ſacred Lei- 


ſure do re: urn, that my Heart ſhall be 


firmly ſet upon thoſe Glories. And all 
the few Years that I live ſhall ſpend them- 
fſelves to purchaſe that one eternal Sab- 


bath which thy Saints ſhall celebrate in 


Heaven. A Day that is, whoſe Bright- 


neſs knows no Night; nor ever fears the 


r 0 rr 


„C ae 


< 


{ 


ſtill ſhines on, ferene and clear, and fills 


with Splendor all the ſpacious Palace. 


That ever living Day needs not the fa- 
ding Luſtre of our Sun, nor the borrow'd 
Silver of the Moon. T | 

ſen there is the Lamb, and the Light that 


ſhines is the Glory of God. O how beau- 


teous Truths are ſaid of thee, thou City of 
the King of Heaven! Thy Walls are 
rais'd with precious Stones, and every 


Gate is one rich Pearl. Thy Manſions are 
built with choiceſt Jewels and the Pave- 


ment of thy Streets is tranſparent Cold. 
Along in the Midſt of thee runs a Chry- 


ſtal River, perpetually flowing from the 


grow the Tree of Life. A Tree which can 


heal all Wounds with its valine Leaves; 


and make immortal all thoſe who eat and 
taſte its pleaſant Fruit, Thus 15 the holy 
City built; thus F „like 


a Bride, in every Part adorn'd, O Bleſt 

and Glorious Citv, how Free, how Rich, 
how Secure and Happy are thy glad in- 
habitants! Every Head in thee wears a -M 


he Sun that is ri- 
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no Cloud o re- caſts, nor does any Storm 
ever moleſt the Paſſage of its Rays. But it 


| . Throne of God. There, all along thoſe . 
| pleaſant Banks, does moſt deliciouſly 
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Royal Crown, and every Hand a Palm of WM 
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12 ” For Sunday Evening. 1 
and every Tongue with Plalms of Praiſe 
Behold, O my Soul, the Inheritance that 


we ſeek; and where can we find more 


Riches to invite us? Behold the Fel ci- 
ties to which our exalted Saviour calls us; 
Conſider what Manſions he is gone to pre- 
are? Where can we meet with ſuch 
leaſure to entertain us? Can thy Senſes 
reſent to thy Knowledge a Placeon Earth 
like this? Su ely they cannot: Baniſh 
then, my Soul, all worldly vain Deſires. 
Let none of them hereaiter moleſt thy 


Peace. Look not at the tranſitory Things 
Wich are ſeen, but at the eternal which 


are not. And fo receive ſome Glimpſe of 


this Heaven, to encourage and quicken 
thy Travel towards it. 


MEDITATION II. 


1 | | pom be thy Gracious Wiſdom, O Lord, 


that fo mercifully condeſcends to 
the mean and low Capacities of our pre- 
ſent mortal State. Under theſe Veils 
thou h:deſt thoſe glorious Myſteries which 
are too high and Spiritual for our Fleſh 


and Blood: To us it cannot yet appear 
what we ſhall be. But after this Manner 


haſt thou revealed thy ſublime Rewards, 


to allure and captivate us with Tmngs 


5 „ 
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that of this World are moſtadmir'd. Scep« 
ters and Crowns, thou know ſt, are apt to 


win the Hearts of us thy Children. Chil- 


dren, alas l we are too truly in ſacred Know- 


ledge: O that we were ſuch in Love and 


Duty. My Soul, it theſe imperfect ohadows 


of future Bliſs do tranſport and pleaſe 
fo many Men, ihould not the real Sub- 
ſtance ſweetly delight thee? What is a 


Drop of Water to the boundleſs Ocean; 


cor a Grain cf Duſt to this vaſt Globe? 


Such, O my God, and infinitely leſs are 


the richeſt Kingdoms ere below; if we 
| compare their moſt pompous State with 


the meaneſt Degree that is in the Court 


of Heaven, When thou haſt fed us a little 


while with M IK thou inviteſt our Appe- 
tite to ſtronger Meat. Thou telleſt us of a 


ſweet delicious Life; in the bleſt Society 


of Saints and Angels: With whom we 
{hall dwell in perpetual Friendſhip; and 


be lov'd and efteem'd by them for ever. 


Thou telleſt us of a pure Soul-raviſhing 


Joy in beholding the aimable Face of Je= _ 
us. Whoſe gracious Smiles thine round a- 


bout, and fill the Heavens with holy Glad» 
neſs. And thou telleſt, dear Lord, of De- 


lights that are ſtill incomparably higher E 7 


than all theſe. Hearken well to uch Things 


O my Soul, and humbly adore thy boun- 
. . 
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For Sunday Evening. 


teous Cod. His abundant Goodneſs lm 
provided thee large Rewards indeed, he in- 
tends himſelſ to be thy Port ion, and exceed - 
ing great Reward. Hunſelf he will clearly 


unveil before us and openly ſhew us that 


great Secret: What it is, glorious Lord, to 


O happy ſecret ! if once at laſt attain'd ; 


If once we can but ſee the Face of our God 


in Glory. To know the Immenſity of 


thy ſelf ſubſifting Eſſence ; and the infi- 


nite Excellence of all thy Attributes. To 


know the Power of the Eternal Father 


and the Wiſdom of the Uncreated Son, 
and the Coodneſs of the holy Spirit; the 
incomprehenſible Glories of theundi vided 
Trinity. This, O my Soul, is the Top,of 
Happineſs; this is the ſupreme Perfection 


of our Nature. This, this alone is worthy 
to be the Aim of our being; the Hope and 


End of all our Labours. When we are 


come to this we ſhall preſently reſt, and 


our ſatisfy*'d Deſires will reach no farther. 


We ſhall be filld with overflowing Bliſs, 
and our utmoſt Capacities can hold no 


more. In one Act of Joy we ſhall be e- 
ternally fix'd, one laſting Act which will 


ſpring freſh And unwearied tor ever. 


ee t e ere = ac _A= 


„ „ ct „ e re 


) 
a & 
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Ever can we ſay too much, my Soul, 
of this glorious Subject; never can 
we think enough of the Felicities of Hea- 
ven. Ariſe, my Soul, and leave Mortality 
and Time below thy Flight; to thee theſe 
Joys belong: Ari ſe and advance thy ſelfon 
high: Fly away with the Wings of thy 
Spirit; are they not ſtrong enough to lift 
| thee from Earth ? The only Reaſon of it is 
Want of Exerciſe. Fly, if thou canſt poſſibly 
to that land of Pronnie, try reſolutely, 
ſtrive manfully to do ſo; and viſit thole 
Heavenly Regions. Take an Evenings 
| Walk in that Paradiſe of pure Delights 
| among the beautiiy'd Spirits of juſt Men, 
who perpetually contemplate the Eternal 
Deity. Think, tho' thy Habitation at pre- 
ſent is in this Vale of Tears, thou may*{t 
hope one Day to be advanc d to their Dig- 
nity; have a Place and ſing among their 
holy Choirs : We may hope to know all 
things that are produc'd, and to know be- 
ſides the all producing Cauſe. O what a 
Fire of Love will it kindle in our Hearts, 
when we ſhall ſee thoie ſhining Myſteries! 
When our great God, like a burning Mir- 
Tour, ſhall ſtrike his Brightneſs on the 2 RES 
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6. For Sunday Evening. 
of our Soul. O what exceſſive Joy will 
that Love produce A Love ſo violently 
deſiring, and ſo fully ſatisfied? When our 
Capacities ſhall be ſtretc t to the utmoſt, 
and the rich abounding Ohject ſhall fill 
and overflow them, O what profound Re- 
poſe will that Joy beget! A Joy ſo exceed- 
Ing hgh, and io eternally ſecure? When 
in amorous Languiſhment we ſhall ſyeet- 
ly diſſolve into a ſort of biiſsful Union 
with our firft beginning: When without 
loſing wat we are, we thall become even 
what he is. We hall take part in all his 
Joys, and ſnare n the Glories of all his 
Heaven. O what divine and raviſhing 
Words are tiele | How gently they enter 
and delight my Far! How they diffuſe 
themſelves overall my Brain, and ftrong- 
ly penetrate to my very Soul! Methinks 
they turn to ſubſtance as they go, and I 
feel them ſtir and work through all my 
Powers: Methinks they lie as a rich 
Cordial at my Heart, and ſend forth Spi- 
rits to quicken and refreſh me. There, O 
my Soul, we ſhall reſt from all our La- 
bours, which are but the Way to all that 
Happineſs : There we {hall reſt from Sin 
and Sorrow, and no longer be troubled 
with our {civesor others: There we {hall 


reſt for ever in the Protection of our God; Bt 
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For Sunday Evening. . 17 
in the Arms and Boſom of our dea reſt 
Lord: We ſhall enjoy a. Reſt not ſenſe - 
leſs and ſtupid as here, but attended with 
ſpritely Joy and Pleaſure: Such is the de- 
firable Reſt that remains fox the 8Servants 
Jof God. | 


PETITIONS. 


Heaven, theeternal Source of all theſe 
J Joys, and infinitely more and infi- 
nitely greater! As the Hart pants after 
the Water-brooks, ſo does my Soul thirſt 
after thee: After thee at is that I daily 
ſigh and mourn, and with a greedy long- 
ing Eye, often do 1 look up and ſay: De- 
ſcend thou bleſſed Heaven intomy Heart, 
or rather take up my Heart to thee: Thy 
Joys indeed are too. great to enter into 
me; © God! I pray thee who art the Hea- 
ven Flong for, take me hence to enter in- 
to them. When, O my God, ſhall I fit at 
that Fountain Head, and drink my fill of 
thoſe living Streams? When ſhall I be 
inebriated w th that Torrent, of Pleaſures 
which ſprings for ever from thy glorious 
Throne? Ou that the Days of my Baniſh- 


of mv weary Pilgrimage prolong 'd! Why 
am I ſtill detain'd in this Valley of 
Tears, tilt wandring up and down in LN 


ment were fully finiſh'd ! How is the time _ 
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18 Por Sundiy Evening. 
Wilderneſs of Dangers? O God! who doſt 
graciouſly woe us to our eternal Inheri- 
tance, by all manner of Ways which are 
apt to work upon us; make theſe Glories, I | 
beſeech thee, powerfully to inſinuate them · 
ſelves into me, and become abſolute Ma- 
ſters of my Heart, that I may not wan- 
der in this Wilderneſs, but may ſteadi- 
Iy direct my Courſe to the heavenly Ca- 
naan: Let the Felicities of it fo ſtrongly 
lettle themſe: ves in my Affections, that 
my Soul may be raviſh'd therewith, that 
I may run with Courage and Diligence 
in the Way that leads to it. Make me 
deſpiſe the gaudy Vanities and Tempta- 
tiops of this World, that would bribe my 
Fleſh to hinder me in my Race. Come, N 
thou fweet: Jeſu, my only Hope and fare 
Deliverer out of all Sorrows and Dangers: 
Come thou, and here beg in to dwell in my 
Heart; O come quickly to prepare my 
Soul for that Life which I deſire, and 
hope to Ive with thee. in Heaven; and 
when thou haſt fitted me fer it; take me 
in thy Time to my eternal home. 
A HYMN IL 
MAJ HY ͤdo ve ſeek Felicity 
V Where tis not to be found; 
And not, dear Lord, look up to thee 
W uere all Delights abound? Why 
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l 

Why 4 we-ſeck for Treaſure here, 
e. On this.falſe barren Sand ? 
where nought but empty Shells Appeats. 
* And Marks of Shipwrack ſtand? 


. 
| ©» 

- 0 World, hav lille-do thy Joys 

8 Concern a Soul that knows 

„lt ſelf not made for ſuch low Toys, 

' 45 thy poor Hand beſtows!. SY 
t N 


t How croſs art thou to chat Deſi gn 


e For which we had our Birth = 


e BY Us, who were made in Heaven to ſhine, 
br Thou bow'ſt down to the Ea rth. 


e ¶ Nay, to thy Hell; for thither fi nk” 
Ee All that to thee ſubmit :* 
87 Thou ſtrew'ſt ſome Flowers on the Brink; 
A | To drown us. in the Pit. : 
1d world take away t. thy tinſel Wares, 
d That d azle here our Eyes; 
Let us go up above the Stars, 
W here all our Treaſure lies. 


The Way we know; our deareſt Lo 
Himſelf is gone before; : 


iy 


To A the Door, 


"7 


And has engag his faithful Word : . = 
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260 For Monday Morningi 

But, O my God, reach down thy Hand, | 

ale us upto thee: 

That we about thy Throne may ſtand, 
And all thy Glories ſee. | 


All Glory to the ſacred Three, 
One ever living Lord. 
As at the firſt, ſtill may he be 
Beloy'd Obey d, Ador d. Annen. 


For Monday Morning. 


| MEDITATION I. 

| | & ishighly fit and juſt that all Mankind | 
Ido adore their Maker. The Great 
God form d our Bodies out of the Earth, 
and gave us the Spirit in Man which bears 
his likeneſs ; a Soul that all created Nature 
cannot fill, nor any thing that is below his 
own Immenſity: Hz has freely beſtowel 
on us all the reſt of his Creatures, which 
are fitted to ſerve and delight our Bodies: 
But he has moreover deſign'd us for his 
glorious Kingdom, that we might dwell 
with him in perfect Bliſs. All the Crea-f 
tures he has made, the great God has al- 
wars under his obſerving Eye ſo long asf 

| they con inue in being: All things are 
open and naked to his Ommiſcience. 
_ | Through 
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ſhine only on the Bleſſed that are there; 
yet his unlimitted Eye looks down to this 


marks our ſteps ; and when we retire, our 


we are alone he minds all the vain and 

roving Imaginations that we have, he ob- 
ſerves too the End that we aim at im all 
the Studies which we apply our ſelves 


obſerves our Deport ment, and the Good 


Devot ions he takes notice of our Carriage, 
and regards with what Attention and Af- 
fection we make our Prayers. All the 


Day long he conſiders how we ſpend our 


Jour Works from him: I 
Neighbour, he ſpies the Fraud, and hears 


If we in ſecret oppreſs the Poor, or by 
Private Alms relieve their Wants; if in 
our Hearts we murmur at the Rich, or 


Whate're we do, he perfectly fees us 
bhere e're we are, he is ſure to be with 
us. He that made the Eye, ſhall hot 


© 
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ug his Throne of State beeftabliſh'd 
above, and the Splendors of his Glory 


lower World, and bew olds all the Ways of 
the Children of Adam : It we go out he 


hut Cloſet cannot exclude him; while 


to: When we converſe with others, he 


or Ill we do to them or our ſelves: In our 


time, and the darkeſt * conceals not 
we deceive our 


the leaſt whiſper of a ſlandering Tongus: 


live contented with our little Portion: 
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22 For Monday Morning. 


thou ſeekeſt herein, by&thy deſign is our 


even thy Threatnings have ſo much Mer- 


venture tobe wicked in the Face ot Heaven; 
"Thou doſt alſo, Lord, graciquſly ſtand by} 
us to ſeeus work, that thine awful Eye may 
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Lives keep us near to him, 


XI Ake now my Soul, and humbly hen 


he ſeeꝰ and ſhall it be ſaid that he cannqꝭ E 
hear who formed the Ear? But O thou S0. 
vereign Lord of Heaven, why doſt thou 
ſtoop thus r thy glorious Eye? What 
— then ind that here does deſerve thy 
View, among the Trifles of this empty 
World? It is not thy own ſatisfaction that 


W 


advantage. Thon appeareſt {till ready ty 
Puniſh our Sins, that the fear of thy Rod 
may prevent our Miſertes. Sure, O my 
God, thy Favours muſt be {weet, ſince 


cy: And I muſt be worſe than blind it 


quicken our Diligence; taou art ſtill at 
hand to relieve our Wants. When all thy 
work, my Soul, is done in the Sight of 
him thou ſerveſt, this may juſtly encoir 
Tage thee, this may make thee hope that 
the Labours ard Sufferings of thy love 
mall not go unrewarded. Happy we who 
Have our God fo near us, if our pion 


HYMN III 


61) What thy mild Lord commands; 
Fo 35 5 


16 Fach Word of his will charm thine Earg 
80. Fach Word will guide thy Hands, 


a Hark how his ſweet and tender care 
ky Complies with our weak Minds, 
ty What ere our State and Temper are, 
at Still fome fit Work he finds. 


to They that are merry let them ſing, _ " 

ou And let the ſad Hearts pray; | 3 

Let tkoſe ſtill ply their cheariul Wing z | 
And theſe their ſober way. 

80 mounts the earl: chirping Lark 

Still upwards to che Skies: 


by £o fits the Turtle in the Dark, 

8 Among her Groans and Cries. 

at | 

Ty And yet the Lak, and yet the Dove, 
Both ſing, though ſeveral parts : 


And ſo ſhould we, howe're we move 
Weich light or heavy Hearts. 


0r the both ſhould both aſſay 7. 
And their croſs Notes unite 

Both grief and joy ſhould ſing and pray's 
Lince both ſuch Hopes invite. 1 


Hopes that all preſent Sorroir heal, 
Alb preſent Joy — 3 


"I 


1 
f 
q 
J 


# - Tr y 1 
) inen 
iin 

71 * 1 + + 

SHINES (UH 
5 2 2 N 
131% 3 ih 

= TFH Wt 

Nie 

ö | = + i 

[ Frags © 27 3 1 

; $72) # 705 © 5 
£4] 5 14 {7 
iini 8 
3 p : 

; HEL. FHF 
U © i 
: $37 2 By $7 1 4 5 

$14 1-4 67 4-8; 

p * 14 

Ti 2 * 754 

FER + ES 

4 4 * 

Mn 

nn 

1 1 144 n 
44 #30&* + 

. 8 $i | 4 
4 5 1 ' 
: * 1 1 

114 8 
1 At : 

+1 2 : N MA 

1 if 

p is : 

| is 1 | 

BUILT 

: 2 — : [ 5 5 

N 1. enen 

10 171 417 * þ 

TEC 14 

111 A 

Tr 2555 %, 47} p 

16443 - 1 i a 
117 [ i 

AA If 1} 

: 4 : 3s” 

1.711 ie 

14112 T4535 Y MW 

: T4 3 2 

18 53 

11 1 

41 7 

* 7 T4 

$377 4 WIEN 45 
Din 7 abba 
: : . 
1 - 6 4 1 7 
74 ; . 
eine. 
Mi, "Pp 157 
enn 
a 
#114- 

* Ft; 

T3 * 1 
14 vr 
£754 1 

Fa 1. 

17 #47132 
1. , p34! 
1 * 7 
7 14 4 1 91 
183 an 

1 } $E- , 14 
- 3737 4 5 wt 
18:93} 3 
14111 Ls : 
TITLED > 9 1 
114 2 142 
8 * 4: $4 
1! . 
$7.5 with 

Z 7 1 
1 1 Os 
: £58 F . C7 

Tt « $4577] 

77 ee : 

4.5: 11 

$43 4 BJ; „ 

72 1 
117 „ 17 
7.9" 4 114 1 

PITS © FE! yr + 

+43 #< by” jt 

- p £3932 55 

77 17777 

132 inne 
nnen 

* 5 141 

AM 

£4 * 5 1 
ne 

eee 

11 nee 

1 $1 I 

n 335 

i . 
44 1 b 19997 

#5 4X FEED 

147 , 3 
114 THE 
£38; | $35 ml 4 

„ 1 4 3 

11 5 

[331 * 55 

4 . BX 4 

1K F 

1 47 

SEL 6 

74 . 4 $99 
Min (40 
1 74 17 

#4 4 +37 

104 5 b 

$132 -1: 1 
190 314 

uv 

1 

4 44 

— * 

0 n 

15 1 . 

5 

15 
| | 

7 


3 Vx : 


— — 
— * — 4. 
NN 5 
. 
e 
4 — * 


r 


— 
. 


— — Cl 3 a. Ra _ - 
— 5 - v * 1 
C * . 1 
N — — a 
. * Mey. . 
— — c — 
— n — 
BIT ADs N 
* N * - — 
W * 
———— . . cant — 
— Lv ES 


ug et 
D 


— 3 = — 
p . *.. Ay 4a 
1 


* 2 
ag ary", * 
Ot — — nn 
OO RL — — eb 
RY — 2 q 
4 8 nw SIRE 
„ 


: Hopes to poſſeſs, end hd fot 


All glory to the ſacred Three, 


always preſent with thee. Often will we 
go up to thy Throne above, and ther 


there adore and praiſe thy Mercy. Eve. 
ry where will we ſeek to meet thee; and 


take heed that thou walk hunibly with thy 
God. Gracious God, we will ſpread all 


ineline a favourable Ear to the Prayers 
that come from an upright and fervent 
diligently ſeek thee. Our God loves to 


- 
2 
Xl I 4 
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Delights that ne'er will end. 


2 „ 0 


All Honour, Power and Praiſe; 
As at the firſt, may ever be, Jas 
Beyond the end of Days. Amen 


MEDITATION I 


a v God, ſince thou art never abſeit 
from us, we will endeavour to he 


A 


contemplate and admire thy Glory, We 
will often wait uponthee in thy Houſe, and] 


every where delightto find thee. My Soul 
let it be thy endeavour to walk with Golf 
in all the Parts of thy Converſation, and” 


our. Wants before thee, and offer all our 
Petitions unte thee, Thou doſtw1llingly 
Heart. Thou art a rewarder of thoſe that 


hear us treat of Heaven, as if we made 5 


For Monday Morning. 8 
the main Buſineſs of our Lives to get thi- 
ther. All other tiings we muſt alk with 
ſubmiſlion to him; ſince we do not know 
what of them is abſolutely good for our 
ſelves. But his Eternal Joys we may beg 
without reſtraint; we way urge and 
preſs for his Aſſiſtance to gain them. H a- 1 
ven * the 5 ar wiſh for, if tor 8 2 
any thing, without Reſignation, We may Reeg 
YTay for it with great —— and Per- or Il 
everance, and he will not account us too MK 
importunate. O wiſe and gracious Lord, 
whatſoever thou doſt, thy Love intends it 
for the good of thy Servants. If thou doſt 
ſometimes defer to grant our Requeſts z _ 
it is only in Charity to us, to make us re- 
peat them. It is that we may more ſen- 
übly feel our own Poverty, and be more 
ſtrongly convinc'd of our Dependance on 
thee : That we may practiſe our Hope, 
and exerciſe our Faith and Patience while 
we long expect; and may practiſe the 
higher Gratitude when we receive at laſt. 
Iltis that we may learn this ſure and happy  _ lf 
Skill, of working in our Souls the Ver- 
mes that we defire ; for thoſe very Be- 
Wires, by being often renew'd, do at length WB 
nemſelves become the Graces we ſeek,  M 
But O how improvident, Lord, are wet | 
Dow unwilling to pray are the moſt of 
| bes G0 1 4: a Ol 
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us always, and all of us at ſome times! 
How does a ſhort Service ſeem long and 
tedious, and one half Hour quite t re out 
our Patience ! We are ſlov to begin, and 
in haſte to make an end; we are heavy 
while the Duty is a doing, and glad when 
it is done. Yet ſurely there is no eaſier 
Work than to ask what we want, no pur- 
chaſe can be cheaper than to have for aſking; 
for asking of him who is willing to hear 
us, who will not npbraid, who will give 
kindly and not diſdainfully. There 1s no 
Tweeter Pleaſure thon to converſe with 
God ; nor greater Profit than to gain his 
| Favour, We have ſtill new Tranſgreſ- Mt: 
ſions to confeſs ; and ſhall, alas, never I. 
want Infirmities to lament. We have [t! 
then great Occaſion, as well as Fnccurage- d 
ment. often to wait upon God. And t 
this Work, my Soul, onght to be always 1 
performed with .a ſerions Application of f. 
all thy Powers to it. He is worthy of M\ 
this whom thou ſerveſt, the importunate 
Benefits thou mayeſt rece ve deſerve it. Ib. 
But unleſs we worſhip in Spirit and Truth, N 
we ſhall never pleaſe him, nor profit our 
ſelves. Take heed then that careleſs and I; 
vain Thoug''ts do not contradict thy 
Words when thon art at the Exerciſes ot tl 
thy Devotion. Look to thy ſelt leſt wy W 
„ k thou 


1 


I Monaay Morning: E 
thon ſpeakeft to him, thon doſt not hear 
thy ſelf. And let no delay di ſcourage thy 
Hope, nor the Refuſal to grant any Re- 
queſt deſtroy thy Confidence in him. But 
let this firm Foundation ſtill ſuſtain thee, 
and on this let thy Peace be for ver efta- 
Ibliſh'd + that what is truly neceſlary his 

r. Goodneſs will not deny, and all the Reſt: 


it is thy Duty to ſubmit to his Pleaſure. 
e MEDITATION Ill. 

ſy IT Ake heed, my Soul, that you do not 
is lopreſame on the Divine Bounty, as 


. to omit the Performance of thine own 
er Duty. Still to thy Devotion fee that 
ve thou add thy beſt Endeavours. If thou 
e- {Wdclire God to relieve thy Neceſſities, do 
14 Mtvon alſo faithfully labour with thine own 
ys Hands, Do not expect a Bleſſing to drop 
of from the Clouds into Hands that are only 
of Wicld up, or that God will in.iulge thee in 
te Ildleneſs and neglect of thy ſelf. If we 
it, beg Grace for victory over our Pa.iions, 
thy ve muſt alſo conſtantly ſtrive to reſiſt. 

ur their Aſſaults. We muſt endeavour wiſe- 

nd lr to foreſee particular Dangers, . and caſt. 
wy about how to avoid them. We muſt uſe, 
of the proper Weapons againſt every Sin that 
en we would conquer. To every one op- 
ou . pole 


* 5 p 
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Pole the ſtrict Command of the great God Mc 
the dire Threatnings againſt it, the Judg v 
ments executed againſt Sinners : The Mil. i. 
chiefs that are the natural Conſequents d 
of Sin, the Hurt it will do to the Body o 
or the Soul of thy ſelf, the Prejudice that e 
it may do to the Intereſts of thy Neigh- {Wc 
bour. Conſider, my Soul, it will be in 1 
vain to approach the holy God to wor- 
ſhip him, unleſs thy Life prepare the b 
Way for thy Offerings. Endeavour then 2 
to come with clean Hands. Let thy Life Mu 
be a continued Excerciſe-of Holineſs and Mt! 
Vertue, if thou wouldſt obtain an Encreaſe 
of theſe by thy Prayers. Be thou merci 
jul, if thou wouldeſt find Mercy. God will 
ſhut his Ears to thy loudeſt Prayers, it 
thou do not open thine to the Cry of the 
Poor. He will deny to pardon thy Tre 
paſſes againſt him, if thou doſt not for- 
give thine Enemies. But that very Tem. 
per which diſpoſes us to be heard when 
we pray, does indeed depend upon his 
Favour: Every Condition that he requires 
on our Part is nothing elſe but his own 
free Gift. We ſhould then, my Soul, 
ask with all that we deſire, thoſe Qualif- 
cations to which the Things are promiſed; 
And, as we find theſe increaſe in us, our 
Confidence and Hope in the e 4 


what he requires us to be, and aim at that 


Il. in the firſt Place, ſeeking firſt the King- 


ts dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs there- 
ly of, and then alt other Things that are ne- 
at MWceſſary and good for uz thall be added. 


hk MW Godlineſs entitles: to the Promiſes of this 


in Li. e, and of that to come. To the good 
r- Man God will periorm his Promiſes in a 


he MW bount cous Meaſure. He holds his Bleſſings 


en as it were hovering over our Heads, ſt Il 
fe watching when we ſhall be fit to receive 
nd them. e 


. ' PETITIONS. 
what thou art pleated to command, 


el- Wand then command what thou pleaſeſt. 
Come, holy Spirit, and inſpice all my 


Prayers, that it may not be my lad Fate 
en to ask and not receive, becau e I ask amiſs. 
us Deliver me, O Lord, from asking what 1. 


res cannot receive without Danger to my 
wn {Wclf. Deliver me, O Lord, from asking what 
vl, L cannot uſe without offending others, or 
if. Nruining my own Soul. Do thou, I be- 


eech thee, O Sovereign Good, who alone 
art worthy to be the Center of my Soul, 
ure all my vain Defires and worldhy. 


_ 7 C 3 


 Thougits. 
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God may alſo increaſe. Let us ſtudy. 


it Moſt gracious God, vouchſafe to give 


Luſts, and acclaim my wandering» 
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Spirit of Grace and Praver excite me ti 


1: empty, ſurrounded with thy Bleſlednels 


ea Partaker of thy Holinek. Since thy 


_— a 4 ” Ss. all 


— 


Thoughts from all other Things when! 
am 11; tny Service. Make me to worihip 
Thee in Spirit and in Truth. O may thelf 


ſeek Thee diligently, Night and Day to 
call upon The, to pray without ceaſing 


or fainting. Lord, let thy bounteousif 


Goodneſs encourage me to do thus by af 
fording ſeaſonable and fit An ers to tielf 
Pravers I make. Let my Experience tel 
me Thou art niy Portion and Refuge in 


the Land of the Living, when I feel my 
ſelf under thy ſure Protection in my 


Dangers, and within the Reach of thy 
gracious Far for whatever real Good I ask, 
and do uſe my juſt Endeavours to a 
tain. Lord, ſince thou art every where 
preſent, where e'er I am thou art round a 
bout me, thou art in me, and in all Things 
Communicate, I pray thee, to thy Crea 
ture, ſuch of thine Excellencies as I want, 
and am made capable to receive. Let mt 
not dwell m thy Fulneſs, and yet reman 


and yet be my ſelf miſerable. Cure ti 
Darkneſs of my Mind by communicating 
of thy Light; cleanſe away the Pollution 
and ſinful Spots of my Soul, by making 


Goodneſs is always near to me, infuſe! 
into me; make me compatlionate to tho 


3 


j i 
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that are miſerable, liberal to the Poor, and 
patient towards the Infirmities of them L 
have to do with for their God. Lord, 
make me like thy ſelf, that I may be ſuch 
as thou canſt love, that thy nearneſs may 
always have a favourabie Influence upon 
me; and that I may have Comfcrt and not 


thee to my Mind, ſince thou art in an 

with every thing. Cauſe me to keep my 
Eyes continually fixt on thine over me, 
that thine may awinlly check my Inc lina- 
tion to Folly, and may en-curage my 


humble Boldneſs to rejoice before thee, 
who art my merciſul Creator: And as a 
new pardon'd Subject juſtly fears the an- 
gry Brow ef his oftended Prince; fo let my 


that I may live to thy Glory in a chear- 
ful Obedience. : ne, LON 
Glory be tothe Father, &c. Amen. 


Terror in thy Preſence, from the Affnrance 
of a Friend, and not an Enemy at Ha id. 
Let every Thing about me, Lord, — 


Turſuit of true Good, and the Performance 
ot my Duty. Make me, O God, ſtill wir 


oft foꝛgiven Soul contmually tremble to- 
provote the Wrath of thy dread Majeſty. 
Thus temper, O Lord, my Love with Re- 
verence, and allay my Fear with Hope, 


Wo... 
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Fer Monday Evening- 
MEDITATION I. 
HO know Thee, O Lord, is the higheſt 


: Learning, and to {ee thy Face is the 
only true Happineſs. Conſider now, my 
Soul, and thankfully remember what the 
great God 1s to us Men ; Thou, Lord, art 
the great Beginning of our Nature, and the 
gloricus End of all our Actors: Thou art 
the overflowing Source from whence we 
-Iprng, and the 1mmenſe Ocean into which 
we tend: Thou art the free Beſtower of all 
we poſleſs, and the faithful Promiſer of all 
we hope for : Thou art the ſtrong Suſtain- 
er of our Lives, and our ready Protection 
from all our Enemies: Thou art the mer- 
ciful Scourger cf our Sins, and the bounte- 
ous Rewarder of our Obedience : Thon art 
the only wiſe God, and the only ſafe Con- 
ductor cf this Life's Pilgrimage : Thou art 
the ever bleſſed God, and the eternal Reſt 
of our wearied Souls. God is the Guide to 
find my Way, my Strength to walk in it, 
and my Reſt in the End of it: He muſt 
draw me, or I cannot run after ay 
5 f | -, : 2 
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Ine muſt ſeek me, or T can never find him, 
and unleſs I find and enjoy him I can ne- 
ver be —_— 7, Such Words our Narrow- 
W neſs is conſt 


we would expreſs how many Ways Man- 
kind are beholden to him that made them. 
In a few Words, Lord, here is much ex- 
preſt, what may fill our Minds with a 
great many Thoughts, and afford Matter 
for long Meditation: But yet our Words 
are, and our higheſt Thoughts muſt be 
far ſhort of the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
thy Thoughts towards us; they are more 
e than can be number d by Men or Angels. 


10 MEDITATION I. 


with great Humility remember what 
ve are to the great God: We, who alas, 
are nothing in our ſ{eives, what can we be 


t to his Immenſity? Thou, Lord, who art 
-a Things in thine own rich ſelf, what 


t canit thou receive from our Poverty? This 
t only we are to Thee, O great Creator ! 
0 


"ws. 


WY w 


* 


rain'd to uſe, when we endea- 
vour to {peak the divine Bounties; when 


- 3 T us now conſider, my Soul, and 


The unthankful Object of all thy Boun- | 
ties: This only we are to Thee: O dear 
Redeemer ! the unworthy Cauſe of all tir? 
Sufferings. Guilty we committed the | 
„ CG 
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Crime, and thou with thine own Innocen- 
cy undertook ſt the Puniſhment; We went 
aſtray from the Path of Life, and thy 
Mercy came down from Heaven to leekM 
us ʒ to ſeek us in the Wilderneſs where we 
had loſt our Selves, and bring us home to 
the Di cipline of thy Love. Thou haſt ſentÞþ 
thy Spirit to gather the loſt Sheep, and 
what are we to Thee, O holy and bleſſed 
Spirit ! but very ſtubborn and untractable 
Creatures? We are not Sheep till thou haſt Wl 
chang d our Natures: Man 1s born like the 
wild Aſſes Colt. Lord, what are we, that 
thou ſnouldſt thus regard ſuch poor, vile 


. 


and inconſiderable Wretches? What can 
our good Will avail thy Bliſs, that with 


ſo many Charms thow' woeſt us to love] 
thee ? What can our Enmity prejudice thy 
Content, that thou doſt threaten ſo fevere-Þ 
ly if we love thee not? Is there, O my 
od, not Felicity enough in the Sweetneſs 
alone of loving thee? Is there not certain. 
ly Miſery enough in living deſtitute of 
thy bliſsful Love? Yes, yes, dear Lord, 
To it 13, and that thou kneweſt; and that | 
is indeed the only Cauſe which moved toy 
| Goodneſs to court our Affections: Thou 
kneweſt we would elle caſt away our- 
ſelves, by doating on the Follies of this 
deceitful World; Thou kneweſt the ye 


cen- 


ent? 
thy 
eek 
wel 
2 t0 
ent 


N. 
0 
. 


7 


ger of our wilful Nature, and therefore 


to draw us to thy ſelf, and. endow us with 
thy Kingdom. But Oh, unhappy wet 


E Whoſe Frowardneſs required ſo ſtrange 


& Proceeding, to force upon us our own Sal- 


and vation: Yet happy we are in this, that 


our Wants have met ſo kind a Hand, that 
our God is good, long ſuffering, and whole 
Mercy endures for ever : H:s Goodneſs 


needs but our Emptineſs to engage him to 
fill us, and nothing but our Miſery to 


move him to make us happy. 


MEDITATION In. 


> 


empt . Cloud: Thine are the Joys that 


W ihine fixt as the Stars, and make the only 


ſolid Heaven: Lord, without Thee what 


gaveſt us Being, 


moſt miſerable of 


Þ 


TS 55: | 
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ſtriveſt by greateſt Fears and Hopes, and 
by all the wiſeſt Arts of Love and Bounty 


19 without Thee, what's all the 
World to us but a flying Dream of |} 
buſie Vanities ? It promiſes indeed a Pa- 
radiſe of Bliſs, but all it performs is an 


wh * 25 
— * 88 


are we to our ſelves, but the wretch eds“. 
Cauſes of our own Ruin? We, till thou 
| were purely -nothing, - W 
more remov'd from Happineſs than the 
thy Creatures: Now - 
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36 For Monday Evening. 
thou haſt made us, we wholly 2 on 
thee, and periſh immediately if thou for- 
ſake us: Thou who without us art the i 
{ame All-glorious Eſſence, perfectly full 
of thy own eternal Felicity : Without us 
thy Royal Throne ſtands firm for ever, 
and all the Powers of Heaven obey thy 
Pleafures : O Lord, how contrary 1s our 
imperfect Nature in every Circumſtance, 
to thy Excellency and Perfection? Thou | 
dwelleſt above in the Manſions of Glory, 
and we below in Houſes of Clay: Thou 
art from everlaſting to everlaſting, we | 
are but of Yeſterday, and are every Mo- 
ment going downwards to our Diffolu- 


tion: Thou art Immenſe, and thy Pre- 


ſence fills the Heavens ; but the greateſt of || 
us, alas, how little are we? Two yards 
of Air contain us while we live, and a few 
ſpans of Earth ſuffice us at our Death 
Thou art Almighty Power, all ſufficient 
Fullneſs; we are Poverty and Weakneſs, 


When, O when my God, ſhall theſe vaſt 


Diftances meet together? It is in thy | 
Power to make theſe Extremities embrace 
each other; we know that by thy amaz in 
Power they were once miraculouſly join 
in the {acred Perſon of thy Eternal Son; 
when the King of Heaven ſtoopt down to 
Earth, and grafted into his own Perſon the 
Nature of Man : We hope they once agar 
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hall be happily united in the bliſsful Vi- 
ſion of thy glorious Self; when we fhall 


when the Children of Earth ſhall be exal- 
ted to Heaven, and be ſatisfied with thy 
S Likeneſs ; But are there no Means here be- 
lou /? Oh thou infinitely high and glorious 
| God ! Is there no way for us now to ap- 
proach towards thee, to diminiſh at leaſt 
this uncomfortable Diſtance ? There 1s 
none but the way of holy Love : Di- 
vine Love elevates our Meanneſs. Love 
will bring us near to the bleſſed Ged, it 
will make us live in a happy Union to 
him. And none can attain this but 
by thy free Gilt; unleſs thcu, O dear- 
et Lord ! do firſt Love us, and with thy 


we ſhall never be fo happy as to love 
thee, 5 e 


PETITIONS. © 


FN Bounteons Cod ! O abundant Good- 
neſs: Add to all thy other Favours 


this of making me Love and Eſteem thee 
above all Things, above my ſelf and all 
Creatures beſides : Make me to ſee empti- 
nels and vanity in all Things elſe, to ac- 
count that all is Vanity of Vanities, but 
only the Love of God and , of 


be like thee by ſeeing thee as thou art; 


Love kindle the ſacred Fire in our Breaſts, 


— 


— 


- 
* "=. 5 * — 
2 Fo. ms 
— * 9 
11 . wy 
pry LAT, 2 hone, — —— 
— — 


j 2 . . — — K 0 . CO Oe OO CCE——_—_- 
— — Ong _ — — — — 2% — » —_— 2 
RF g —— — — 3 — — a — 1 — 
N — — 2 — — rem_—_ — as od — BY — 
- — * — — — nh alt wo ny ies * 
. Pn wa * 2 
— — — 


— — 3 * 9 4 K - * — 
8 * * bv R 
* _ r 
8 Er er ene he = Ns — wm 
rr 
* — : 2 * 2 3 wo ».. n . r— 233.5 


$3577 
ninety 


him. Let me, when I find tais World 
 ordaind by thee to breed and widen only, 


thy Etermity. O God, be thou to me my 
Sod and my All, and make me nothing 


my Heart to thee, ſo engroſs, I beſeech 


Compaſſion, my miſerable diſtance from : | 
. thee :;- Thy Hands have made me and fa-- 
vour the Work of thy Hands ! ſay to my 
Word can open the deaf Ear: And : 


into me; ſo make me gladly follow hee, 


having tound may never. loſe thy ſight 
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and not fill my Capacity; let me make this 
uſe of all thy Creatures here, to raiſe and 
heighten my Deſires of thy infinite felf in 


in mine own Eyes: Ee thou my whole 
everlaſting Delight, and let nothing elle 
be any thing to me but thy ſelf; fo draw 


thee, all my Affections, as to famiſh all the 
helpleſs Idols of my Soul, which in my 
ſtate of Darkneſs and Enmity to thee J 
have ſo fondly ador'd. Pity, Oh pity, 
gracious Lord, according to thy infinite 


ſhioned me, thou haſt made me capable 
to enjoy tiee, thou haſt given a Capacity 
too large to receive Satisfaction from any 
thing but thy ſelf. On regard with Fa- 


Soul thou art my Salvation, and ſay it ſo 
Lord as to make me hear; thy powerful 


through my Ear, Lord, reach my Heart, 
quicken my ſtupid Soul, put a new Life 


that by following I may find thee, and 
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again, never turn away my Eyes from 


thee, never grow eſtranged again. nor 
loſe thy bliſstul Acquatytance : Never 
let any thing but thy Eternal Self be 
the prevailing ruling Joy of my Heart: 


Grant theſe Requeſts or I am undone : 
Grant theſe Requeſts for the Love of thy 


only Son cur Mediator and Advocate. 


Amen. 


HYMN IV. 


" Ord, who ſhall dwell above with thee, 
There on ny help!; 
Wo ſhall thoſe glorious Proſpects ſee 
That Heaven with Gladnels fill? 


Above the braveſt here; | 

Vpoſegreateſt Hope, whoſe eagereſt Strife, 
Is once to ſettle there. I 

They uſe this World but value I 
That they ſupremely love ; 

They travel through this preſent state, 
Fut place their Home above. N 


I ord! ! who are thay that thus hall thee, 
But thoſe thou firſt didſt chuſe ? _— 
To whom thou gaviſt thy Grace moſt free, = 
Thy Grace not to refuſe, —. 86992 5 
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We of our ſelves can nothing do, 

But all on thee depend; 

Thine is the Work and Wages too, 
Thine both the Way and End. 


O make us ſtill our Work attend, 
And weel not doubt our Pay; 

We will not fear a bleſſed End, 
If thou but guide our Way. 


Clory to Thee, O bounteous Lord! 
Wo gib'ſt to all Things Breath 5; 
Glory to Thee, Eternal Word! | 

Who ſav'ſt us by thy Death. 


Glory O bleſſed Spirit to Thee, 
Who fill'ſt our Hearts with Love; 
Glory to all the Myſtick Three, 
Who reign one God above. Amen, 


— 
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MEDITATION I. 


Rom thee, O Lord, we derive our be- 
ing; and from the ſame Goodneſs 
our continuance to be: If thou but with. 
B diraweſt 
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draweſt thy Hand for one m_ Moment, 
,e inſtantly return to our firſt nothing. 
Yrhou art without Cauſe or Maker, as thou 
art without Beginning, and haſt thy De- 
pendence upon none elſe; we have but a 
derived Being, only borrow'd worth, we 
have nothing which we have not received: 
Nothing but our Sins is entirely our own, 
uich we have reaſen to be aſhamed of. 
Should we preſume at any time, O Lord, 
Ito divide thy Grace, and proudly chal- 
enge any ſhare to our ſelves, the mighty 
ruth ſtands up againſt us; and our 
eun Infirmities may plainly confute us. 
Plouldſt thou ſeverely examin our Hearts, 
End ask who works all their Actions in 
them? Surely we muſt needs bow down 
Pur Heads, and from our low Duſt hum- 
Whiy ſay : Nothing are we, O Lord, but 
hat thou haſt made us; nothing have 
e but what thou haſt given us. Not un- 

to us then, O Lord, not unto us, but unto. 
hy Name be Glory. When we have ap- 
Wly'd our utmoſt Cares, and us'd all the 
Diligence that lies in our Power; what 
Tan we do but Iook up to thee, and ſecond 
all our Endeavours with Prayers for thy _ 
WBlefling > And when we implore thy gra- 
10s Mercy, what can we do but ſubmit 
dur Hopes, and expect the Event from ON 


= 
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free Goodneſs * If thou denveſt what we 
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wiſh, who can compel thy Will, or call 


in queſtion thy Decrees 7” Are we not all 


thy Creatures, O gracious God ! and az 
helple's Children, hanging at the Breaſt 
of thy Providence? Are we not all as Clay 
in thy Hands, to-frame us into Veſſels of 
what uſe thou pleaſeſt? Behold we con- 
feſs, O Lord, in thee we live, in thee we 


move and have our being. All our ſuffi- 


ciency proceeds from tee; and all our 


ſucceſs. depends on thy Favour. Others. 


may tell us the Way w ich we ſhould go; 
but thou alone canſt enable us to walk in 
it. And they that tell us onr Way, muſt 
be firſt taught it by thee. And they muſt 
be moved by thee to act that Charity; 


and fo at laſt all is reſolv'd into thee. 
We know further, O Lord, and thou thy 
felf haſt taugit us; that unleſs thou de- 


fend the City, the Guard watches it in 


vain. We acknowledge, that our own 


Experience tells us, that unleſs thou reach 
forth thy Hand, we are preſently in dan- 


ger of ſinking. Every Moment of our 


Day ſubſiſts by thee. From all our Ene- 


mies thy Providence defends ns, and co- 
vers. our Heal in the Day of Danger: 
Thou; ſendeſt in thy Grace to relieve our 
Weakneſs; and ſo diſappointeſt the Temp- 
tat ions that threaten to undo us. O my 


Soul, 


* 
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Soul, be thou ready to adore thy God that 


preſerves thee. Has he watch'd over thee 
all his Night for Good? Has he renewed. 


his Mercies this Morning? Poes he be- 
ſtow on thee all thy Days and the Com- 
forts they bring? Then be aſham'd to 


think much of ſpending one half Hour in 
his Worſhip. . 1 


HYMN V. 55 


Ame let's adore the gracious Hand, 
4 That brought us to this Light; 


That gave his Angels ſtrict Command 


To be our Guard this Night. 


when we laid down our weary Head, 
And Sleep ſeal'd up our Eye: 


They ſtood and watch'd about onr. Bed, 8 


To let no harm come nigh. 


Now we are up, they ſtill go on, 
And guide us through the Day; 


They never leave their Charge alone, 


Whate're beſets our Way. 


And, O my Soul, how many Snares, 
I ſpread before our Feet! 
In all our Joys in all our Cares, 


Some 
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Sometimes the Sin does us o'retake, 
And on our Weakneſs win; 

Sometimes cur ſelves our Ruin make, 

And we oretake the Sin 


O ſave us, Lord, from all thoſe Darts 


Ihuhat ſcek our Souls to ſlay; 2] 
Save us from ns and our falſe Hearts, 
Leſt we our ſelves betray. DE 


| Save us, O Lord, to thee we cry, 


From whom all Bleſſings ſpring ; 
We on thy Grace alone rely, : 
Alone thy Glory ſing. 


Glory to Thee eternal Lord, 
Thrice bleſſed Three in One, 


Thy Name at all times be ador d, . 


Jill time it ſelf be done, : 
5 Amen. 


MEDITAT ION I. 


1 HE Almighty Power of God ſuſtains 


our Life, and mercitully allows us 
{pace to Repent; that by well employing 
the Time he lends us, we may wiſely pro- 
vide for our own Eternity, Wiſely then 
thou acteſt, O my Soul, when thou ſetteſt 


apart ſome time every Day wherein Fo 
= HT a medi- 
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meditate on 'God and his Word and Works, 


by which thou mayſt be fitted for a_hap- 


py Eternity. Conſider then further the 
Divine Providence, and ſay within thy 
ſelf ; Thus do we depend, O Lord ! on 
thee, and happy we are in that Depen- 
dance, did we but know our own true 


Intereſts. We and our whole Concerns 
are depoſited with God ; and where can 


we find a better Hand to inſure them? Is 


he not wiſe enough to chuſe ſafely for us, 
who diſpoſes all Nature in ſuch admirable 


Order? Has he not Power to go through 
with his Purpoſe, who commands the 


Will of Men and Angels ? Wants he per- 
haps an Inclination to favour us, who de- 


fires dur Felicity more than our own 
Hearts do? He feeds the Fowls of the 


Air, and cloaths the Lillies of the Field. 
Without his Providence not a -Sparrow 


falls to the Ground, and ſhall we miſtraſt | 
his Care for his Children? Under his Go- 


vernment we have livd all this while; 
and can we now ſuſpect hee forſake us? 
He has ſhewn his Bounty in extraordinary 


Favours, and will he deny us his leſſer 


Bleſſings ? He has freely beftow'd upon us 


his deareſt Son; how ſhall he not with _ 
him freely give us all Things elſe ? All 
that are uſeful to carry us on our way, 
and bring us at length to his Eternal * = 


s 
7 
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If our Neceſlities be the Effects of our Fol- 
Iy, we muſt not preſume that he will main- 
tain us in our Sins: Rather we ſhould 
ſtrive to moderate our Appetite and 
correct our Vices that have bred theſe Mi. 
ſeries. But if our Wants be innocent and 
preſſing, he will ſooner do a Miracle than 
break his Word: This he has often ſo- 
:lemnly engag'd; and often made good by 
his Providence. Aſk but the former Ages, 
and they will tell you the Wonders which 

he wrought in them in favour to his faith» | 
ful Servants. He nnitſpüed the Oil in 
the poor Widow's Cruſe, and fed his 
baniſh'd Prophet by a Raven. Ee dried 
the Sea into a Path for his People, and 
melted the Rocks into Streams of Water 
to quench their Thirft. He made his An- 
gels Stewards of their Proviſions, and nou- 
riſhd them in the Wilderneſs with the 
Bread of Heaven. Still, O my God thy 
Eternal. Charity retains the lame Affecti- 
ons for thoſe that rely on thee, Still thy 
All-ſeeing Wiſdom governs the World 
with the ſame immenſe, unalterable ( ood- 
neſs. Nay ſurely now the Streams ef thy 
Mercy run more frog and have wrovght 
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to themſelves a larger Channel. Since tion 
broughteſt down the Waters from above If ! 
the Heavens, and openedſt in thine own t 

4 


Body a Spring of Life; a Spring of Joy 
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and Bliſs to revive our Hearts, and over” 


fiow them with a Torrent of everlaſting 


MED ITAT oN m. 


T ET us fit down in Peace, O my Soul! 


and reſt ſecure in the Boſom of Pro- 
vidence, Let us not diſturb the order of 
thoſe Mercies which our God has deſign'd 
us in the eternal Councils: Every Acci- 


dent may be turn'd into Vertue and every 


Vertue is a Step towards our glorious 


| End. If our Affairs ſucceed, let us praiſe 


our great Benefactor, and think what he 


| will give us hereafter, who does fo favour 


us here; if thev miſcarry, let us yield to 


the Will of Heaven, and learn by our 
Croſſes in this World to love the other: 


Whatever happens to us, this ought to be 
our conſtant Rule, to provide for the 


other Life, and be contented with the 


preſent: Shall we not patiently accept a 
utt'e Evil from him, that has given us 
much Good ? Shall the being without 


ſome one Thing that we need not, more 


ſenſibly affect us than the having all that 
we need? Ingrateful Wretches ! the com- 
mon Benefits that we all enjoy, deſerve. 


the Thankſgiving of a whole Life; the 


Air we breath in, the bright Sun that 
- ſhines 
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Mines on us, the Water and the bounteons 
Earth that do ſo faithfully ſerve us; the 
Exerciſe of our Senſes, and the Uſe of 
our Wits, if not in excellency, at leaſt to 
ſome Degree: All theſe Things, O Lord, 
thou generally affordeſt both to the Good 
and to the Bad; and for the leaſt of theſe 
none can praiſe thee enough. What ſhall 
we ſay then? Can we yet with any Tuſtice 
complain, hecauſe ſome few perhaps are 
more proſperous. than we? Should we 
not rather look down on the many below 
us, and be thanktul to ſee our {elves more 
favoured than they ? Should we not do 
well, my Soul, to reckon over the ſeve- 
ral Miſeries of Mankind, and bleſs our 
God that has ſo far prefer'd us? Had we 
ſome deſperate Canker breeding on our. 
Face, or noiſome Leproſie ſpreading over 
our Skin (theſe we muſt all confeſs are 
incident to our Nature, and much more 
than theſe is due to our Sins) what would 
we then give to be as we now are ? How 
gladly would we exchange them for a 
moderate Affliction ? It is but to inter- 
pret our worſt Condition well, and we 
hall find Motives enow to excite our 
Gratitude to God : It 1s but interpreting 
our beſt Condition frowardly, and we 
ſhall imagine Defects enow to make us 


| - think our ſelves miſerable, My Sonl, 0 
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thou always adore the Wiſdom of God, 
and leave it to him, as he pleaſes, to rule 


his own World : All his Works ſhall cer. 
oY tainly praiſe him, and his Saints ſhall 
| WW bleſs him. He ſcatters theſe temporal 
i Things with a ſeeming Negligence, as 
» Trifles of ſo little Importance, that they 
ui ſignifie not either Love or Hatred. No- 
e thing but Heaven is indeed conſiderable, 


nothing but Eternity deſerves our Eſteem ; 
But if we could underſtand the ſecret 
w Character of the Divine Decrees, we 
re MW fhould read in each Syllable a perfect Har- 
lo Winony. 1 Eo a Be 5 


PETITIONS. 


fach me, I pray thee, O thou the 
bleſt Enlightner of our Minds, teac! 
me to expound thy Actions always in a 
air Senſe; always to believe they are 
ell becoming thy infinite Perfection, 
and therefore adorable: Suffer me not to 
follow my own Fancy in doing this, leſt 
create to my ſelf a voluntary Miſery. 
Lord, let all thy Diſpenſations defign 
2vour and good to me, and let me under- 
and that they do ſo ; then ſhall I hearti- 
y praiſe thee for them, of what nature 
bever they be: Let me interpret the 
afflictions which "ou ſendeſt, as meant; 
RR | = ! to 
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to correct, and not to deſtroy me; tg 
prevent {ome Sin, or teach me the Pra- 
ctice of ſome Vertue, and that when 1 
fall need Croſſes no longer, thou wilt 
then remove them : In the mean while, 
O gracious Lord, I beſeech thee to give 
me Patience, according to my Burden; 
inable me to wait the Time of Deli- 
verance, without preſcribing Limits to 
thee, and without contracting either a 
froward, diſcontented Spirit, or a mean 
and de jected one: Make me, Lord, to re- 
joice that my Lot is in thy Hands, while 
1 fee thy Mercy favourably chuſing for 
me: And willingly, I fay, do thou dif: 

Mole of my Condition here as it pleaſes thy 
ſelf, only let my Portion hereafter be with 
thy Bleſſed. Fix thou, O Lord, my Steps, 
eſtabliſh my Goings in thy Word, that! 
may not ſtagger at the une ven Motions of 
this World, but may ſteadily go on to- 
wards my glorious Home; not cenſuring 

my Journey by the Weather I meet with, 
not turning out of the Way for any Acc: 
dent that may befal me. Thou haſt told 
us, O Lord, it is not in Man that walket! 
to direct his own Steps, and therefore 
bid us not to lean to our own Underſtand: 
ing : I humbly beg of thee continual Ui. 
rection ; I defire thou wouldeſt cauſe al 

| Self-preſumption to die in me: Let th 
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be the Effect of all my Diſappointments 
and ill Succeſſes, and make my whole 


Confidence to rely on thee, fo {hall my 
Frailty make me more ſtrong, and thy 
Power, O my God, may be magnified in 
my Weakneſs, and thy Mercy triumph 
in the Relief of my Miſery, Teach me 
to begin all my Works with Fear, to go 
on with Obedience, and finifl them with 
Love, and after all to fit humbly down 


in Hope, and with a chearful Confidence 


look up to thee. All this we may ds 
for Men, and they may fail us; we may 
fear and obey, and they forget our Ser- 

vice; we may love and hope, and they 
deſpiſe our Affections; only Thou, O 
Lord, whom we can no way Benefit, thou 
wilt not fail thoſe that truſt and ſerve 


| thee ; thy Promiſes are Faithful, thou 


art unchangeable, and thy Rewards are 
e 


Glory be to the, &c. Amen, | 
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MEDITATION I. 


— ao. — 3 „ les = Ro”. ?} oe 


IT H awful Reverence, my Soul, 
VV conſider that the Great God is 
infinite in his Power to puniſh, he has 
been, and he can always be, very terrible 
in his Judgments, our God is a conſuming 
Fire. Let vain Duſt no more ſpeak proud - 
ty againſt the Almighty, nor be ſo fool- 
Hardy as to provoke the Living God. Let 
all ſeal up their Lips in humble Silence 
when they are Witneſſes of his terrible 
Judgments, and with fear and trembling 
always Remember them. Remember thou, 
my Soul, how the Earth opened it ſelf, and 
ſwallow'd up alive many Thouſands of his 
Enemies. Call to Mind, that the Clouds 
rain d Fire and Brimſtone, and buried ſe. 
veral rebellicus Cities in their own Aſhes, 
Remember that a general Deluge did once, il 
by God's Commiſſion, over-{pread the 
whole World, and ſwept away almoſt all] 
Mankind, when the Wickedneſs of Man s 
Was great upon the Earth. Remember 
13 : ſteadily 
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| Readily that Sin was the Cauſe of all this 


Miſery and Ruin. Sin threw the Angels 
down from Heaven, and chain'd them up 
in Eternal Darkneſs. Sin bamiſh d Adam 
out of Paradiſe ;z and turn'd the delicious 

Garden into a Field of Weeds. O God, 
how terrible 1s thy mighty Arm, when 
thou ſtretcheſt it forth to be avenged on 


thine Enemies! O Sin, how fatal is th 


deſperate Malice, that pulls on our Heads 
all the Thunder of Heaven ! O my Soul, 


| how dull and ſenſeleſs are we, to fleep 


ſecure as if all were fate !. Can we re- 
peat theſe amazing Truths, and not trem- 
ble at the Wrath of Divine Juſtice ? Can 
we conſider the deplorable End of Sin- 
ners, and ſtill dare to go on in the Ways 
of Sin? Even when we ſing thy Praiſes, 
O glorious Lord, it is our Duty to re- 


joice with Trembling before Thee. What 
| !hould corrupted Nature then do. when 
it ſees it ſelf ready to offend Thee? What 


ſhonld a guilty Conſcience do when it ſees 
- elf upon the brink of Ruin by offending 
thee? ; | — | 


MEDITATION Il. 


"ET, Omy Soul, do not give up thy 
1 ſelf to Deſpair under a ſenſe of thy 


Sins bring thou to him but an humble 


WS - and 
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and penitent Heart, and thou ſhalt find 
there 1s. forgiveneſs with him.. He that 


as infinite in Goodneſs to fave. How of. 
ten have we broke hrs Commands, yet 


How oft, alas! have we abuſed our ful- 
neſs of Bread, yet {till his Clouds ſhower 
Plenty upon us! He is merciful and gra- 
cious as well as long-ſuffering; a God 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and 
Sin ; he ſpares us ſo long that we may 
have time to repent, and to ſeek and ob- 
tain his Pardon. Only the proud apo- 
Rate Angels find no forgiveneſs, - becauſe 
their Obſtinacy does refuſe to ſeek it. 
Could thoſe rebel Spirits diſclaim their 
Crimes, and turn again to obey their 
Maker, his Clemency would ſoon revoke 
their Sentence, and reſtore them to ſhine 
an their firſt bright Seats. But O the ex- 
ceſs of Mercy vouchſafed to Adam, and 


Poſterity ! for whom the Sovereign King 
of Heaven humbled himſelf to deſceni 


and to ſuffer a painful Death. He came to 
be a Prince and a Saviour to us, to give us 


us by an exemplary Life how to live ac- 
ceptably to God; and to ſatisfie for our 
1 | | | Ins, 


is thus infinite in Power to puniſh, is full 


ſtill his Earth ſuſtains, and ſerves us! 


to us Duſt and Aſhes his contemptible 
upon Earth, to lead a poor laborious Life, 


| ane 2nd Remiſſion of Sins; to teach 


For Taeſday | Evening. FF OY 55 
Sins, by his Death. | Thy Mercies, 2 Lord, 
are above all thy Works; and this is above 
all the Reſt of thy Mercies. + 1 


MEDITATION I. 


NT1ill, my Soul, dwell in Contemplation 
of the Divine Mercies, it is good and 
pleaſant to be here. When we lay bury d 
in the Abyſs of nothing, it was his own 
free Goodneſs that call'd us into Being. 
| He faſhion d our Limbs in our Mother's 
Womb, and fill'd our Nurſes Breaſts 
with Milk. He enlarg'd our little Steps 
when we began to go, and carefully 
preſerv'd our helpleſs Infancy. He com- 
manded even his Angels to bear us up, 
leſt we ſhould daſh our Feet againſt a 
Stone. How many Dangers, my. Soul, 
conſider haſt thon elcaped, and not one 
of them but was govern d by a Divine 
Providence ! How many Bleſſings doſt 
thou daily receive, and there is not one 
of them which does not proceed from his. 
Bounty; He provided Tutors to inſtruct 
our Youth, and to plant in our tender 
Minds the Seeds of Vertue. He appointed 
Paſtors to feed our Souls, and fafely guide 
them in the Ways of Bliſs. He ſeal'd his 
Love with Sacraments of Grace, to nou- 
um in us Faith and Charity. All this 
: | „ 85 thou 
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thou haſt done, O merciful Lord ! the 
wile Diſpoſer of Heaven and Earth. All 


this thou haſt done, and fill thou goeſt 


on by infinite ways to gain us to thy Love, 
Thou commandeſt us to ask, and promiſeſt 
to grant; thou inviteſt us to ſeek, and 
aſſureſt that we ſhall find. Thou deft 
vouchſafe even thy ſelf to ſtand at the 
Door and knock ; and if we open, thou 
entreſt, and filleſt our Hearts with Joy. 


If we forget thee, thou reneweſt our Me- 


mories ; if we fly from thee, thou ſtill 


kindly findeſt ſome Means to recal us. If 


we defer our. amendment, thou doſt pa- 


tiently ſtay for us; and nevertheleſs when 


we return we find thy Arms open to em- 
brace us. And if when we were not, 
thou didft freely love us, we may be al- 
ſur'd thou wilt not forſake us when we 


ſtrive to love Thee, If when we had 


Joſt our way, and were wandring from 
thee, thy matchleſs Kindneſs did condeſ- 
cend to ſeek us, and give us an effectual 


Call, thou wilt not reſuſe us when we ſeek 


after Thee, l 
PETITIONS. 
ſtantly ſeek after thee, my God. For 


Good I fly to Thee the Father of 
. 1 Lights, 


Therefore do moſt humbly and con- 


— Lat 
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Lights, and giver of every good and per- 


fect Gift. And at this time, Lord, I aſk 
of Thee that thou would'ſt always poſſeſs 
my Heart with an awful Reverence of thy 
great Name. Chaſe away all levity and 
carleſſneſs of Spirit from me, by putting 


thy Fear into my inward Parts. Humble 


my too proud and wilful Spirit to a ready 
ſubmiſſion to thy Will in all Things. 
Make me, I pray Thee, ſo to ſtand in 
awe of Thee, and of thy Judgments, that 
I may not. dare to ſin. Thoſe Judgments: 


thou haſt often executed on obſtinate and 


impenitent Sinners, let them be often 
call d to my Mind; let the Thoughts of 
them meet and antidote the Temptations 

to Sin: Make my fear of them prevent 
my feeling the like. Still, O Lord, let a 
lively ſenſible Conſcience cry out aloud 
when J am tempted, and ſay? Dare you 


commit this Evil, and ſin againſt God? 
Dare you commit this Evil, and run upon 


the Fire of divine Vengeance? Are you 


| not afraid to provoke his Wrath to plunge 


you into everlaſting Torments ? By thy 
Judgments in the World, thou, O Lord, 
expecteſt that the Inhabitants thereof 
ſhould be moved to learn Righteouſneſs, 
Grant, Lord, that I may always do fo, 
that lo thy Judgments on others may 
prove Mercies to me. And let allo thy | 
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abundant Goodneſs and Mercy ſhewn to 
the Penitent fand Faithful, win me to re- 
pent and truſt in Thee the merciful and 
ons God. Thus prevent me, I be- 


vocate with the Father, the righteous Je- 


-Farth for our Sins, is gone to Heaven to 


themſelves to him for his Help. Incou- 


: 33 of Holineſs by the Favours thou 


pleaſe thee by my Hopes and Fears, which 


 wards-to this Earth, to keep me in a con- 
Rant Tendency upwards ; lift me out of 


verſe with theeall my Days. 
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leech Thee, from being overaw'd by the 


Terrors of the Lord. Suffer not the Ene- 
my of my Soul to drive me into Deſpair 


becauſe I am a Sinner ; diſpoſe me to lay 


hold of the Mercy offer'd by the Re 


deemer, make me to believe and find that 
humble and penitent Sinners have an AJ- 


fas, the Chrift : That he, who ſuffer'd on 


make Interceſſion, and to plead that ſatiſ- 
faction in the behalf of thoſe that apply 


rage me to a ſteady Practice and farther 

aſt ſhewn to good Men, by aſſurance 
that I {ſhall be aſſiſted therein, and that 
thou wilt hereafter, if not in this Life, 
abundantly reward it. Thus, Lord, let it 


are the great Swayers of our Natures 
here, to counterpoiſe my Propenſity down- 


7 


the Dirt of this World, into a happy Con- 
HYMN | 


— 
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HYMN VI. 


Thy Peace, ſweet Lord, to find, 
But when J offer, ſtill the World 
Lays Clogs upon my Mind. 


Sometimes I climb a little way, Fu 
And thence look down below; _ 
How nothing there do all things ſeem 
Which here make ſuch a Show, 


Then round about I turn my Eyes, 

Jo feaſt my hungry Sight; 

[ meet with Heaven in every thing, 
In every thing delight. . | 


I ſee thy Wiſdom ruling all a 
And it with Joy admire; 


: The wy ſelt amidſt ſuch hopes - 
| As ſet my Heart on Fire. 


| When I have thus triumpht a while 
And think to build my Neſt, ; 
Some croſs conceits come flutt ring b7 


And interrupt my Reſt. 


| Then to the Earth again I fall, 
And from my low Duſt cry; 


4 
144] 


That I got up ſo high. 


— 


* + 


P. would my Thoughts fly up to thee; : 
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5 And now, my God, whether T riſe, 
1 fill lie down i in Duſt ; 
Both I ſubmit to thy bleſt Will, 

In both on Thee I truſt, 


Guide thou my Way, who art thy felt 
My everlaſting End; 

That every 1 or ſwift or flow, 
Still to thy ſelf may tend. 


To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

One Conſubſtantial Three; 

All higheſt Praiſe, all humbleſt Thanks 
Now and for ever be. Ane u. 
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MEDITATION, A 


Wk my Soul, Tet us adore Lind Gol 
that governs us; him who is abſolute 
Nag of Heaven and Earth: He fees. at 

once the whole Frame of all Things, and 
throughly comprehends their various Na- 

tures: To every Creature he appoints a 
Ft Office, and guides all their Motions in 
2 > oa Order til he has wrought out bus 
f 5 © * 


7 bs. 
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glorious Deſign, and that he may finiſh | 
- World 5 4 beauteous Cloſe : His 
Councils are deep, and his particular 
Ways may be beyond our reach ; yet all 
his ways are Wiſe and Juſt, and Mercitul: 
And if all things come alike to all now, 
yet he will puniſh wilful Sinners. with 
Fternal Miſeries hereafter, and bleſs his 
Servants with Eternal Happintſs. Why 
then do you laugh and rejoice, unhappy 
I Wretches, who tire your ſelves in the 
Ways of Sin? Ways they are indeed that 
ſeem ſmooth at firſt, but lead to Danger, 
and end in Ruin : Why do you boaſt your 
pleaſant Lite, who liexa ſleep in the Arms 
of Death? Awake, Poor Soul, and ſhake 
off the golden Dreams that delude your 
crazy Heads with empty Fancies : Awake, 
and fill your Eyes with penitent Tears, 
ladly reflect on the real Miſeries to. which KB 
your Sins have expoled you: . Conſider 
E wither, alas, will your Souls be hurry'd, 
when in cold Deſpair you ſigh away your 
laſt faint Breath? They ſhall fly amaz'd 
from the ſight of Heaven, and hide their 
guilty ſelves in Eternal Darkneſs ; there 
[they ſhall dwell with intolerable Pains, 
wailing and lamenting for ever; their 
Underſtanding inall fit as in a deep Dun= If 
gem, and think on nothing but its w- GW. 
Alamities z their Will ſhall. be heightned, = 
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wrack'd with Deſpair of obtaining; their 
Memory ſhall ſerve but to renew their Sor- 
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in a Sea of Bitterneſs ; there every Vice 
ſhall have 
bred out 
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Fires, perpetually flaming in the rage of 


r — -4 . 
S. * => ?; 


kard ſhall vainly ſigh for a drop of Water 


lerick ſhall rage like mad Dogs, to their 
own only vexation , the ſpiteful Envious 


of the Covetous ſhall be as *Thorns in a 
_ Man's Sides; the haughty Proud ſhall be 


Time, and languiſn with Grief for their 
ſtupid Negligence: But, O what horrid 
Pangs ſhall ſeize them all, and wound 
and pierce the very Center of their Souls! 
W -. Anguiſh and Trouble ſhall infect all the 
= = whole Spirit, when they ſhall fee them- 


| 2D God ſhall deſpiſe and reject them, as i 
. they were not his Creatures, ſhall cal 


to a madneſs of Delis and perpetually 


rows, and their whole Souls be drown'd 
. Torment prodigiouſſy 
ö its own Corruption: The 
Laſcivious ſhall burn with unquenchable 
their own Luſts: The Glutton and Drun- 
to cool their Tongues; the furious Cho- 


ſhall have Thoughts that only gnaw 
and torment their own Minds; the Deſires 


thrown down to the loweſt Contempt, 
Mall be loaded with utter Diſdain; the 
Slothful ſhall miſerably deplore their loſt 


ſelves deprived of the bright and bliſsful 
Viſion ot God! When their offended 
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them away as offenſive to his Sight, and 
he that made them will not ſave them, 
will ſhew them no Mercy: When they 
all ſee themſelves eternally baniſh'd from 
the ſweet and gracious Preſence of Jeſus z 
that he will not be their Saviour, becauſe 
they would not take him for their King: 
When they ſhall ſee- that God who made 
them to enjoy his Glory, will now caſt _ 
them into thick deep Shades of eternal 
Darkneſs, and the bleſſed Jeſus who came 
into the World to redeem Sinners, will 
ſay to them, Depart from me, I know 
| you not: Then ſhall they Curſe the Day 


| panions that inveigled them to fin ; they 
ſhall curſe this vain deceitful World, that 


| draws them on in the Ways of Perdition, 
e an! by a fatal Miſt, caſt before their Eyes, 
„ hinders them from foreſeeing the Perdi- 
de tion they are going to. Are theſe, alas, 
it i they will ſay, the Effects of thoſe fond 
en Deſires, whoſe Gratifications we made 
nd our chief Felicity ; Alas ! what do now 
nd our wanton Liberties avail us? What 
is the fugitive Pleaſures that we ſo eagerly 


Purſue ? What Comfort receive we from 
| thoſe empty Honours, from thoſe faith- 
tels Riches that tempted us to ſin ? They 
are all of them vaniſh'd away like a Sha- 
dow, and gone as a Cloud of Smoak that 


of their Birth, and the unfortunate Com- 
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is ſcatter d with the Wind: But the Re: 
morſe and Puniſhment of theſe endure 
for ever, and torture our Spirits with 
perpetual Anguilh., Thus ſhall they cry 
and none will regard them, thus mourn 
and there will be none found to pity : 
Such will be the diſmal End and Conſe 
quence of a ſinful and impenitent Life. 
Re thankful to God, O my Soul, whoſe 
gracious Providence has given thee warn« 
ing to avoid theſe Miſeries. 5 


: HYMN II. 

FYPen thine Eyes, any Soul, and ſee, 
Once more the Tight returns to thee; 

Look round about, and chuſe the Way 

Thou mean ſt to travel o're to Day. 


Think on the Dangers thou may'ſt meet, 
And always watch thy ſliding Feet: 
Think where thou once haſt Fin before, 
And märk the Place, and fall no more. 


Think on the Helps that God beſtows, 
And caſt to ſteer thy Lite by thoſe: 

Think on the Sweets thy Soul did feel, 
When thou didſt well, and do ſo ſtill. 


Think on the Pains that ſhall torment | | 
Thoſe ſtubborn Souls that nee rep me; , 
C 


* 
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Think on the Joys that wait above, 
Jo crown the Head of Holy Love. 


Think what at laſt will be thy part 
It thou go'ſt on where now thou art ; 
See Life and Death ſet thee to chufe, 
One thou muſt take and one refuſe. 


O my dear Lord, guide thou my Courſe, 
And draw me on with thy ſweet force: 
Still make me walk, ſtill make me tend. 
By thee my Way, to thee my end. | 


All Glory to the ſacred Three, 

One undivided Deity : 

AI it has been in Ages gone, * 
May now, and ever ſtill be done. Amen. 


MEDITATION n. 


S the Day will come wherein God 
I A will deſtroy all the Workers of Ini: 
quity ; ſo the Day will come, my Soul- 
the Day will certainly come, when the 
Neracious God will reward and crown all 
that love his Commandments, and ſeek _ 
the Glory he has made us for. Why do 
ou mourn, ye Children of the Light. 
to whom belong the Promiſes of Bliſs 2 
Lou wio feed on the pleaſant Fruits of 
ep Piety, 


nx 


66 For N edn; day Morning. 
Piety, and the continual Feaſt of a good 


| Conſcience ? Who taſt already the ſweet- 


neſs of Hope; and hereaiter ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied with the fulneſs of Fruition. What 
can moleſt your happy State, whom the 
| God of Gl ry has choſen for himſelf > 

| Whom he has adopted into his honoura- 


ble Family, and deſign'd for Heirs of the 


Kingdom of Heaven. That bleſſed King: 
dom where all Delights abound, and Sor- 
ros and Tears are baniſh'd away: Where 
none are Sick, or grow Old, or Dye; 
where all flouriſh in perfect Health, and 
live an immortal Eife, in all the Beauty 


and Vigour of an Eternal Youth : Where MW 
none are perplext with Cares or Fears, | 


but all dwell ſecure: and free for ever.: 
Where we ſhall no more be ſubje& to 


chan 5 ; no more be expos'd to the Dan · 


ger of Temptation. No more ſhall we be 
croſs'd by others; nor ever diſquieted with 
our own Paſſions. There a ſerene Tran- 


guility ſhall always dwell within us, 


and innumerable Joys be round about us. 
Joy. in the Excellencies of our glorified 

odies; Joy in the Perfections of our en- 
larged Souls. Joy in the ſweet Society of 
Saints; Joy in the glorious Compan of 


Angels; Joy in the raviſhing Sight of our 
beloved Jeſus; Joy in the bliſsful Union 


All ſhall be 
5 


£ 


with the adorable Deity, 
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Jo, and Love and Peace, and all endure 
tor eternal Ages. Let then the Servants of 
dur Lord rejoyce and ſing; Sweet is 
the Yoke of thy Love, dear Lord, and 

e ligbt is the Burthen of thy Commands: 
But O how far niore rich are thy faithful 
Promiſes! How infinitely greater thy 
glorious. Rewards! When every divine 
Vertue in us ſhall there be rewarded with 
its proper Crown and Glory. The hum 
ble there ſhall be highly exalted; and the 
poor in Spirit ſhall be prefer d to be 


Land, and the Mourners be comforted 
W with eternal Refreſhments 3; the clean of 
s, Heart ſhall ſee the God of Purity, and the 
Lovers of Peace ſhall have the Privi- 
ledge of his Children : They who hunger 
and thirſt after Righteeuſnefs ſhall be 
filled, and the Merciful will be enter- 
tain'd with the kind Embraces of Mercy: 
hey who ſuffer Perſecution for Righte- 
„ ouſneſs ſake, ſhall receive a great Re- 
ward; they that are Teachers and en- 
lighten others, ſhall ſhine bright as the 
en. Stars: They who relinquiſh any thing for 
God, ſhall receive > tandred-fold ; and all 
-o: WWthe Juſt ſhall be in Glory for ever. Then 
our hall they bleſs the true Friend that at any 
time reproved their fooliſh Courſes, and 74 
as inſtrumental to convert them to the 
g Ways 


Kings. The Meek ſhall poſſeſs that holx | 
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Ways of Bliſs ; they ſhall bleſs each cha 


ritable Hand that was aſſiſtant to their 
Happineſs, They ſhall praiſe and admire 
the provident Mercies of their God, and 
ting aloud the Victories of his Grace. With 
Joyful Wonder they ſhall ſay, is this the 


Effect of thoſe little Pains we took ? Are 


theſe the Repairs for the petty Loſſes we 
ſuffer d? Happy we who deny'd our 
ſelves a few Toys, and are now advancd 
to theſe high Felicities. Millions of 
Years ſhall pals away, ahd our Glory ſhall 
but then ſeem to begin. Yea, when Mil- 
Hons of Millions are paſt, our Glory {hall 


not for all that be nearer to its end. Thus 


ſhall they all rejoice and none ſhall diſturb 
them, and all the Hoſts of Angels ſhall 
joyn with them in the high Praiſes of God, 
O be very thankful, my Scul, to the gra- 


cious God, whoſe favourable Providence 
to thee has brought this Felicity to thy 
Knowledge that it may allure thee to the 


purſuit . 
| MEDITATION I. 


"A ND now, my Soul, conſider what 
thou haft to do. Conſider what it 
13s likely to profit thee to gain the whole 
World, and loſe thy ſelf. See Life and 
Death here ſet before thee, the Rewards 
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of Saints, and the Pains of Sinners. Con- 


ſider theſe Things, and make thy eternal 
hearty Choice; chooſe wiſely, and thou 
ſhalt not need to chuſe again. Chooſe 


| while thy gracious Lord allows thee Time 
and Day, leſt the Night of Darkneſs over- 


take thy neglect. Make a Choice, but 
remember that all Eternity is concern d; 


and conſider well, thou haſt Reaſon, be- 


fore thou ſettle in Reſolution. Call all 
the Pleaſures of the World before thee; 
and ask, if any of thoſe tranſitory Reliſhes 
are worthy our enduring for them ſuch 
exceeding great and endleſs Pains. En- 


W quire whether to ſatisfie ſome irregular 


Paſſion, can recompenſe with equal ad- 


vantage the forfeiture of ſuch Felicities. 
As if the vain] forbidden Things thou 


loveſt, deſerve thy Affection better than 
thy Maker. Are they mere worthy in 
themſelves, or more beneficial to th 


that thou mayeſt juſtly prefer them before 


thy Redeemer ? Dot thou expect to be at 
reſt and ſatisfied by enjoying them, or 
everlaſtingly happy by their procure- 
ment? Will they protect thee at the Hour 


of thy Death, or plead thy Cauſe at the 


Day of Judgment? O no, they have lit- 
tlein them, they do but deceive me with 
a tmiling Look; which I have too often 


prov'd by dear Experience. Tis Heaven s 


alone 


To Por Wedneſday Morning. 
alone that can yield a true Content; it is 
That alone that fills with eternal Delight, 
Say then, my Soul, Take away your Flat. 
teries, falſe World; leave me a Mind free 
for the Entertainments of better Things, 
If my Saviour turn but his Face towards 

me, my Mind ſhall be fixt on him, I will 
look continually on his glorious Beauties, 
and be raviſh'd for ever with the Charms 
of his ſweetneſs. "Tis Thee, chaſt Spouſe 
of Souls, tis Thee alone I chuſe, and 
dedicate my ſelf entirely to thy Service, 


Say theſe things, and mean as thou ſpeak 


eſt, be thou hearty and ſincere in chooſing 


min GY © 1-H 82 Þ ok... 


— 


thus. Did we clearly ſee what we ſay 
we believe, it would make the moſt of 
Molen alter the vain Courſe of their Lives, 
Did we but ſee the Damned in their 
Flames, or hear them cry in the midſt of 
their Torments ; how ſhonld we be afraid 
to follow them in their Sins, which we 
know have plunged them into all thoſ: 
Miſeries ! How ſhould we ſtrive againſt 
the next Temptation, and caſt about to 
avoid the Danger ! Did we but ſee on the 
other ſide the incomparable Glories of the 
Saints, or hear the ſweet harmonious 
Hymns which they continually ſing; how 

ſhould we ſtudy to imitate thoſe holy 
Ways in which we know they are arrivel 

at all their Happineſs! How ſhould we 1 
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| What ſhould we account too much to be 
done for the Attainment of thoſe matchleſs 


Joys? What ſhould we not readily do to 
avoid thoſe Sorrows 3 yet all this 1s as 
dure as if we ſaw it, and would move us as 
' much, if we would but ſeriouſly conſider it. 

8 PETITIONS 

: ] Far Lord, it is only thou that canft 
* F make me conſider theſe Things ſo 
z WF coretully, as to reſolve upon a wile Choice: 
I left to my ſelf, I am alas! very likely 
to chooſe the vain Goods of this World, | 


ir Joys, and to incur thy eternal Puniſh- 


ments. O bleſſed Jeſn, do thou chooſe 
id me, and make my ignorant Soul ſo ſenſi- 
we ble of my true Intereſt, as to chooſe Thee 
de for my Portion and Inheritance for ever. 


at Make me chooſe to love Thee above all 


Jice Thee, aud then I am ſure that from 
thenceforth I cannot -chooſe but love Thee 


or Ever, Pity, O Lord, the preſent 
on rai lty of thy Creature, and ſuffer not my 
ol elindneſs to lead me into Ruin. Supply, = 
vel Pray thee, my want of ſight by a lively” 
ek Faith of the glorious and terrible Things 


all Occaſions of Improvement, and make 
it our Buſineſs to work out our Salvation 
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to neglect my Soul, to forfeit _ eternal 


thy Competitors here, and till I come to 


hat are unſeen, and do thou ſo confirm 
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my Faith, and inable it by thy Grace, that 
I may be very ſenſible it is no matter d 
{mall Importance to gain or loſe the King: 
dom of Heaven, Make me, Lord, to 
purſue the good Choice, when I have made 
it, to uſe fit Means induſtriouſly, as well 
as defire the fit End. Direct and aſſiſt me 
my God, to pray, to prepare my {elf for 
theſe Felicities., Having py to me 
ſuch glorious Hopes, make me to purifi 
my ſelf as thou art pure. Make me to l. 
bour diligently, and continue ſtedfaftly 
mn doing well, Make me patient in ſuffer 
ing of whatever Afflictions it ſhall plex 
thy Wiſdom to lay upon me. Help me, 
Lord, in all Conditions to be carryingon 
the Work of my Salvation; fo ſhalt tha 
have Glory by my Eternal Happineſs, tle 
Glory which thou deſireſt. Ng 
Glory be to the Father, &c. Amen. 
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MEDITATION I. 
FA Good. Conſcience is a continull 
A Feaſt, and a peaceful Mind the 

Antipaſt of Heaven. Lord how Jean 


+4 
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i {erves in Innocence! the Day goes {mooth= ? 

9. ly over their Heads, ana ilent as the 7 : | 
ee Shadow of a Dial. The Spirits of their 
1.08 Fancy run calm and even; they ebb an 
go according to the Allegiapce which 

e. they owe to Reaſon. All their Delight is 

MY to think of Heaven; and to reckon over 

nM the many taſtful Joys which they ſhall 

5. one Day poſſeſs. The devout Mind, free 

E. from ſtormy Paſſions, is like a bright Day 

ly of the Spring, wherein the Beauty of the 

»M Sun has no Cloud to obſcure it, the ſweet 

ae Air has no Storms to ruffle it, the glad 

ne WM Birds ſing, and all Nature puts on a plea- 

oF fins Look. Such a Mind is full of Light, 


and Peace and Joy, and puts the Counte- 
the nance into a ſedate and chearful Compo- 

ſure. Oh the Happineſs of ſuch a State! 
Oh how defirable is its eternal Continu-- 
ance ! But. our Days on Earth are mixt 


fair Weather with foul. - Some unruhy-. 
Paſſion preſſes to come in, it is importu- 
nate, and fawns at firſt to gain admit- 

tance ; It promiſes not to interrupt the 
Joy and Happineſs, but after a little time 
diſcovers its pernicious Intent if it be not 
very quickly rejected: Soon it grows + 
bold to undermine our repole, and open a 


1 


and quiet they live, whom thy Grace pre- 


with Nights, our Calms with Storms, and 


Decor to all our Enemies, Juſt ſo at alit» | 
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tile Breach in the Wall of a beleagured | 

= City, a whole Army pours in their nume- 

= rons Body; and they enſlave all that fib- 

mit to their Violence, and deftroy all 1 

= thoſe. that make Head againſt it. Such, 
alas! is our Confuſion and Hurt when 
onee we have yielded to the firſt Aſſault of I / 
any Paſſion. Immediately a throng of Ml. 
tumultuating Spirits crowd into our Il * 
Heads, and uttesly conſume the little re- 
mainder af cur Peace. O the endleſs Di- ff 


ſtraction of a Life led by Humour, by 
blind Will ! O the miſerable thraldom of 
being ſubject to our Paſſions ! What a 
boiſterous Sea, every where beſet w.th , 
Rocks and Quick-ſands, is to a Mariner; 
that is, a Mind ſubject to violent Paſſi- f 
ons; ſuch a Mind is in continual danger Mt © 


of making Shipwrack cf a good Conſci. 8 
ence. How often do our Paſſions engage I 
us to contend with others, and imbitter all _ 
cur Days with Strife and Envy ! How 4 
. often do they 2 even among them- A 
ſelves, and raiſe a fierce War in our own p. 
Boſoms ! If they by change agree in on WW 
Deſire, they many times vex us with their WW... 
being diſappointed. And the Vexation of g 


Diſappointment, is ſo much the greater by 

how much they were concern'd, If they 

perhaps ſometimes ſucceed, they ſeldom 
Produce the expected content. I ul 
322 0 e 
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delight our corrupted Taſte, and we gree- 
dily ſwallow their unwholſome Sweets; 
then, alas, it is that they moſt undo us, 
by feeding the Humour of our fatal Di- 
icaſe, Vain at the beſt, and very ſhort of 
Duration, are the Enjoyments of this 

| World ; and after they have flatter'd us a 
while, they betray our neglected Souls 
into an eternal Ruin. Thou art, O Lord, 
the only Anchor of our Hope: O Jeſu, un- 
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le:s thou {ave us, we periſh. 


MEDITATION II. 
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kus are they miſerably toſt up and | 
1 down, who float on the Waves of 


- their own Paſſions Their wearied Souls 
1 loon faint within them, when they lee 


the Lord has withdrawn his Preſence : 
ey ſcek him, but in ſuch Diſtraction 
and Confuſion, that they cannot find him; 
they call upon him; but he gives them no 
Anſwer preſently. And now, when all their 
Fears are grown to the Height, and no 
means appear to ſuſtain their Patience; 
when the proud Waves beat violently a- 
W gant them, and are ready to cover their 
little Veſſel with Deſpair and Ruin, then 
he awakes to their Help, if they have per- 
ſiſted to call upon him; though he ſomę- 
tunes may flumber for a whale, to try thèir 
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Duty, or puniſh their Diſobedience: 

Though he may ſuffer for a while the 
Fury ot the Tempeſt to lie upon them, to 


mediately his Sun ariſes in their Hearts 


into Light, and their Clouds diſpers d in. 
to a bright Day : Then they recolled 


Tas are pure and conſtant, and that infni 


ſhew them their {s State, if left to 


themſelves , yet when they ſtill feek and 


implore his Help, his Mercy at length 
hears: their Cry, and pities their Fear 
and Danger. And then his bleſſed Voice 
. Calm, and immediately the 
Sea and ſtormy Winds obey him; im- 


" W PIR? ans. 


and with its gentle Beams revives their 
Hopes: Then is their Darkneſs turn 


their ſcatter'd Thoughts, and range then 
again in their right Order: Often they: 
look back on the Dangers they have e 
caped, and as often bleſs the Mercy that] © 
delivered them: Often they look for- . 
wards on the Courſe they hold, and a 0 
often ſing with oy for their happy Change f 
Welcome again, thy ſay, the caſy Tee 
of Chriſt, and the light Burthen of loving 
our Saviour: Welcome the holy Exercils : 
of ſweet Devotion, welcome the ear, ple, 
fant, moderate Heat of Soul-cntlaming n 
Prayer. Now we diſcern this beauteowmll v 
Truth (O may we print it deeply in 00 - 
Minds) that the Pleaſures of Piety and Je . 


Bleſſing 
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Bleſſings attend to reward it: But the pur- 
ſuit of Vice is troubleſome and intricate, 
and finiſhes its Courſe in an abiſs of Miſery. 


ME DITATTION III. 


Ake care then, my Soul, to interrupt 
and break off the Courſe of Vice by 
a timely Repentance and a ſincere Amend- 
ment, that it may not finiſh in thy eter- 
nal Miſery. If Pathons do ſometimes in- 
vade thee, let them not reſt in thy Mind, 
do not give way to their Settlement, leſt 
they grow into rooted habitual Viges. 
Let not frequent and abiding Anger make 
the contentions and malicious, If any” 
Paſſion has ruffied thee. call on thy Saviour” 
tor his Aid, that the Storm may not 
drown thee. Call-earn:{ſly, and labour 
„ diligently with thy ſelf the mean while 
to get out of thy Danger. If he fees thee 
ge wing hard, and ftriving earneſtly, a- 
gainſt the Waves, he will aſſiſt thee, And 


oke t the 

oF remember always u hen his Kindneſs has 
even thee ſeaſonable Relief, that thou 
le; take care not to loſe this unhappy Expe- 


rience, but learn Wiſdom from thy for- 
mer Miſcarriage. Refle&, and find out 
here thy Error was, that betray d thee 
Indo this Diſorder, and fortifie thy ſelf 
againſt that defect. Carefully avoid all 
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the Occaſions of Sin, and the Importuny 
ties of ſuch as delight in Folly. : Avoid 
4 the Snares of kind enticing Com any | 
and the dangerous Inte&ion of evil Ex: 
IS ample. Set a ſtrict watch continually uy. 
on tay Eyes, and diligently. keep the 
wil Door of thy Lips. Govern all thy Senſe 
that they do not ſeduce thy Mind; and 
49 obſerve and govern every inward Motion 
of thy Heart and Fancy. When, O my 
Soul, did we ever follow our Paſſions but 
they inſtantly wrought our Diſturbance 
and threatened our Ruin? Supprels then 
all Temptations in their firſt Approach; 
when their Power is weak, and thy choice 
is in full Liberty, Remember how for 
meriy their Flatteries have abus'd ther; 
and when they counterfeit again, be noi 
more deceiv'd. Never look on the Face 
of Pleaſures as they come, but as they 0 
off; when they leave nothing behind then iſ 
but their venemous Sting. Let thy Expe MW 
rience of the miſerable Effects of yielding 
to their Allurements make thee more vr 
ry in obſerving, and more ſevere in re. 
Preſſing their firſt Motions. So ſhalt thou 
gain the beſt Vidories while thou ma. 
ſtereſt thy own corrupt Inclinations, an 

conquereſt thy violent Paſſions. S0 ſhalt 
thou enjoy an univerſal Peace: Thou ſhat WM 
- maintain Peace with the Bad, by bean ; 
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their Injuries; and with the Good, by 
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conforming to their Vertues: And with 
„thy Self, by ſubduing Senſe to Reaſon; 
and with thy God, by improving Reaſon 
with Religion. Better is he that governs 
his own Spirit, than he. that Conquers a: 
City. ee e 


PETITIONS: 


UT O bleſſed Jeſu! do thou ſave me 
B or I periſh. I am in this World as 
always upon a dangerous Sea, continually 
liable to theſe Storms, and likely to be loſt 
by them. Oh ſend down thy powerful 
Grace, and bear me up againſt them. 
When I am engag'd let thy great Merce 
ſpeedily reſcue thy poor Servants: Fortifte 
me againſt all the furious Aſſaults of Paſ- 
ſion and Temptation; that I may be more 
than Conqueror over them. Bring it, to 
W paſs, O Lord, that Reaſon and Faith, 
and thy Love, may more and more 
be enforced and ſtrengthened in me. As 
thy all-wiſe Providence ſeems to ſleep _ 
© {onetimes, and ſuffer Storms to grow 
high and loud; O be pleaſed alſo to hear | 
me when I call, for thou wouldſt have me | 
all, and let thy favourable Hand Tilt 
ſend me ſeaſonable Relief. O leave me 
not then to my Infirmities, leſt the 2 
= E4 2ß'K7t 
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of my Soul prevail againſt me. Forſake 


from drowning. Suffer not my Frailties 
tent, and periſh without Recovery. De- 
ons of Sin, ſucceed my Watchfulneſs and 


dear Redeemer, the Work thou haſt begun, 


my Beloved, let my Thoughts embrace 


not my miſerable ſtate when I am ſinking, 
but reach forth thy Hand and keep me 


to become a Cuſtom, left I die Impen; 


liver me often, O Lord, from the Ocafi- 


lead me not into Temptation. Perfect, (0 


and cheriſh the good Wiſhes thou haſt ſoun © 
in me, that they may beccme rooted Ha 
bits of Vertue, and bring forth a plentc- IM 1 
ous Harveſt of good Actions to thy Praie. 
And make, O Lord, I pray thee, even 
my Paſſions Servants to thy Grace. Change ! 
my rude Anger into a ſeverity againſt my 
ſelf, and a prudent Zeal againſt the Sins ! 
of others. Convert my Fear into a time- 
rouſneſs to offend, and an awful Reverence 
of thy ſacred Name. Let all my Affecti· Bl * 
ons be turn'd into thy Charity, that my 
Heart may deſire aa > but Thee; ! 
whom I may ſafely love with all my Heart 
and Strength, whoſe Heaven I may great- 
Iy covet and fear no Exceſs, O Thou, 
whoſe bliſsful Viſion is the Joy of Angels, BI 
and ſovereign Happineſs of all thy Saints; ll 
O that my Soul could love thee without WW 
Limits, as thou art infinitely amiable. 0 


thee 
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thee all this Night; while others ſleep, 
let wakeful Thoughts refreſh me, by pre- 
ſenting Thee to my Mind : Let me think 
how kind thou art, how unſpeakably good. 
Do thou, Lord, reſt this Night in my 

Heart, and inſpire it with the pure Flames 
of divine Love. To 1 


HYMN VIII. 
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Et earthly Minds court what they pleaſe 
1 And gain what ere they court? 
For me, I find but little eaſe | 
In all their gayeſt ſport. 


Be thou alone but with my Heart; 
My God, my only Bliſs, 
I ſhall not murmur at my part, 
Nor envy their ſucceſs: 


None muſt their Humour croſs; + 
But well I know their Pleaſure's Pain; 
= Ther greateſt profit Loſs. 


W They talk of Pleaſures, talk of Gain; ? 


Let them them talk on; and have not we 
Our Gains our Pleaſures too? — © 
Pleaſures that ſpring more ſweet and free 3" 

Gains that more fully flow. 3 
Nay, well endur d, our very Pains; 
To us a Pleaſure are 
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within him, and endow'd it with Righte . 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs : He gave him 


He made him ſole Lord of a beauteous Paræ 


And all our Loſſes turn to Gains; 
It Hopes may have their Share. 


And ſure they may, ſuch hopes as chear 
The Heaven eſpouſed Breaſt; 

Hopes that ſo ſtrangely charm us here, 
What will they be poſſeſt! _ 


All Glory to the Sacred Three ; 
All Honour, Power and Praiſe : 

As twas at firſt, ſtill may it be 
Beyond the end of Days. Amen. 


. 
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MEDITATION I. 


HE good and w'ſe Creator of the 
World, made Man at firſt after his BW 
own Similitude : He form'd a noble Spuit Wl 


— 


Dominion over the Creatures, with which 
he would plentifully ſtock the Air, Earth 
and Sea: He gave to Man a perfect Domi- 
nion over himſelf, and made him able to 
govern his own Appetites and Paſſions : 


ile, which God's own Hand had plant 


ST 4 


— 
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Man was to have ſpent a few pleaſant 
Years on Earth, and then to have been 
tranſlated to the Heaven of Heavens: But 
all theſe Priviledges did the fooliſh Crea- 
ture loſe, by doing one guilty and need- 
© 1:6 Act; by eating of the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil, and therein diſ- 
obeying the Law of his juſt Creator. Un- 
happy Man has now forfeited all Good, 
and expoſed himſelf to the Invaſion of e- 
very Miſery : By this one ſinful Act, ac- 
S cording to the Tenour of the Covenant, 
# our firſt Parents ruin'd themſelves, and all 
their Poſterity with them: From thence- 
forth our Bodies were doom'd to Diſſoluti- 
on, and condemn d to return to the Duſt 
from whence they were taken: From 4 
thenceforth brutiſh and ſenſual Appetites 
became rebellious againſt the Laws f 
| right Reaſon z and the Underſtanding is ſo 
8 blinded with partiality to Senſe, that it is 
not able to find out thoſe Laws. The 
Mind of Man is deſtitute of its moral Ex- 
ceellency, and the glorious Image of Got 
ss defacd. The Apoſtate Spirit that 
empted to the Sin, has infected our Na- 
dure with his own reſemblance, Thus are 
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By we Wretches become liable to all thoſe 
* WY Sicknefles and Pains that infeſt our Bo- 
f dies; and thus to thoſe violent Paſſions 
aud Diſorders which diſtemper and tor- 


ment 


— 
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ment our Minds: By this Sin the Favour 
of our God was forfeited, and we are all 
by Nature the Children of his Wrath : 


at the Tame Time moved his Compaſſion : 


which one raſh Act of the firſt Parents had 
undone ; and when they might expect to 
hear from his Juſtice an irreverſible Sen- 
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them, by making the firſt Promiſe of x 
mighty Saviour: A Saviour that fhould 
conquer him who now had the Power of 


equal with the Father: Thou didſt under- 


thy moſt intelligent Creatures. Blefled 


We are expoſed to the Tyranny of the 
Devils while we live, and liable to par- 
take in their Torments when we die. But 
when our great Guilt had provok'd the 
divine Anger againft us, our great Miſery 


eo tLAeS nn © os r 


He pitied the poor Creature undone by 
its own folly, and reſolv'd to find help for 
it by his Wiſdom: His infinite Goodneſs 
pitied the many Thouſands of Souls, 
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tence of Condemnation, then did his 
wonderful Mercy condefcend to comfort 


Death, and who is become Ruler in the 
Children of Diſobedience. For thou, 0 
adorable Son of God, Son co-eternal and 


take to redeem us by an amazing way, 
which will be the eternal Wonder of all 
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Son of God, thou didft undertake our 
Help when it was not in the Power of any 
Creature to help us: Thou didſt oy n 
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tanke to ranſom us from our Miſery, while 
che fallen Angels were left ſubjze& to 
cheirs. In the fulneſs of time, O kind F 
. Redeemer, thou didft according to that 


Promiſe, deſcend into this milerable 
World: And while here, thou wenteſt 
about doing good, and diffuſing the Light 
of thy ſaving Inſtructions : By taking the 
humane Nature into a [perſonal Union, 
thou didſt put thy ſelf into ſubjection un: 
der the Law ; and by thy ſpotleſs Life, 
and patient Death, thou haft ſatisfied all 
the Demands of the Law for us; fo 
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that believing in Thee we are juſtified 
by thy righteous Life, and our Sins are 
W attoned for by thy precious Death: Thy 
Death upon the Crofs was our great Sacri- 
f ce for Sin, and ſufficient at once offering 
of thy {elf to take it away. Thou haſt by 
thy meritorious Life purchaſed for us all 
our forfeited Good; and by thy propitia- 
W tory Death removed our & 
W By that Death thou didſt go again out of 
this World, and art now aſcended to the 
right Hand of the Father; where thou ever 
liveſt to make Interceſſion for us, and 
to diſpence the Purchaſes of thy Life and 
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fert of Evil: 
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Ong had the World, in zloomy made 
Of Ignorance and 9 
enighted ſate whilſt Hells dark Prince, 
Had tyranniz 'd therein. 5 


Weak Reaſon's twinkling Tapers long 
Contended with the Night, 

And Prophets ſtrove the Shades to chaſe 

With Beams of borrow'd ent! ; 


But all in vain, alas, till He, 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs, | 
At length with healing Beams aroſe 
To cure the Worlds diſtreſs, | 


He roſe, and with his Preſence brought 
A bright and glorious Day, | 
Infernal Spirits, and their dark Works, | 

Before him fled away. 


The that in Errors fatal Chains 
5 captiv'd World have led, 
Whereby the mighty Prince of Peace, 
His conquer d Captives made. 


Thus came he, whom all Nations WY 

In great deſire of old; 

| Whole coming, fa ithful Prophelies 
To Lrael long foretold. 
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And now, ye Nations of the Eartn, 
| Know and revere your King, 

Gladly ſubmit to him who does 
' Your great Salvation bring. 


ve Nations of the Earth, rejoice, 
And all your Voices railez _ 
The wondrous faithfulneſs and love 
Of your great God to praiſe. 


W Glory to God the Father give, 

= And to the gracious Son, 

And Holy Ghoſt, henceforth as long 

= As Time his Courſe ſhall run. Amen. 


MEDITATION Il. 


Ord, what a happy change has thy 
7 coming made in this World ! What glo- 
rious Effects have every where been the 
Conſequents of it! Narrow was once the 
W Gate, and ſtrait the Path to Bliſs, and fo co» 
ver d with the Miſts of Ignorance that but 


W corrupted their way before God, and Wick- 
edneſs encreaſed as faſt as People multiph- 
ed: Then did but eight Perſons among a 
= great many Thouſands find Favour w.th 
cd to be ſaved from an univerſal De- 
Inge : In ſeveral populous Cities, before 
this Flood could be well forgotten, _ 


few could find it: The whole Earth then 
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could not ten righteous Perſons be found, 
for whole ſake they might be ſpard 
from Deſtruction : Then the Rays of 
divine Light were communicated but to 
a few particular Perſons : Only Abrahan 
found favour with God to have a nume- 
rous Seed, and that his Seed ſhould be 
Heirs of a Covenant of Promiſe : I will 


be thy God, ſaid the Almighty tq him, 


— 


and the Cod of thy Seed after thee ; Ac: 
cordingly he that was the God of Abra. 
ham, took alſo particular care of Iſaac 
and Facob: And he gave his Statutes and 
Judgments to the Children of Iſrael, but 
did not deal fo with any other Nation: 


But ſince thy coming, O glorious Mefliah, 


Light 1s come into the World, and the 
way of Salvation has been made known 
to all Men; unclouded light has come with 
thee, no more oppreſt with ceremonial 


Veils ; which therefore has diffuſed it 
ſelf into the dark Corners of the Earth, 
and ſpread it ſelf to the Ends of the World: 
The Day-ſpring from on high has viſited Bl 
our diftant Region, and on us has the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs kindly aroſe. The 


Chriſtian Church, thanks be to thy Love, 


dear Lord, has inchuded within its Pales 


great many Nat ions: It has had thouſands i 
that with a ſtrong and generous Love i 


have run ſwiftly after Thee in the way: of 
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thy Counſels; nay, millions with a fair 
Degree of Hope, have walked conftantly 
W towards Thee in the Way of thy Com- 
W mands. Whence, O my God, could this 
ſtrange Improvement come, but from the 
W infinite Merits of the Redeemer's Death ! 
Hence it was that when he had ended 
his Holy Life, he aſcended to Heaven, and 
gave Gifts to Men; he gave largely of 
bis Spirit to his choſen Apoſtles, and lent 
them out to Preach his Word, and dif- 
W pence his appointed Sacraments: He gave 
them the Gift of Tongues, that they 
might Preach to all Nations, and the 
Gitt of working Miracles, to confirm 

their Do&rines : By his Spirits co-opera- 
„ting with theſe, and ſucceeding their En- 
-  deavours, they every where propagated 
the Faith and Love of Jeſus. Our kind 
Lord, before he aſcended into Heaven, ap- 
pointed the uſe of two ſacred Rites: 1n 
his Church, to aſſiſt the Faith of thoſe 
who did not ſee his Perſon, that they 
might notwithſtanding believe, and in 

believing be bleſſed. Leſt Mankind 
Wy {ſhould be ſo ungrateful as to forget him, 


he has left us Memorials of his tender 


: Love: By theſe he ſhews us his bloody 
Peath and Paſſion, and makes himſelf pre- 
ſent to thoſe that believe and love; and 


bel by the powerful working of his 
= — 
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ples in their moſt holy Faith: Many they 


of my Saviours Love, and faithful Seal;f 


done for us is repreſented, and what he 


- oppoſe Thee, but nothing can reſiſt ihy 


| bruiſe and kill thy ſacred Body, Ne 


Holy Spirit, have confirm'd many Diſd 


ha ve poſſeſt with a holy Fervour and Col. 
rage, to do and ſuffer great Things fer 
the Name of Jeſus. O bleſt Memorial 
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of all his Promiſes | whereby what he hz 


has purchas'd is apply'd to us: If I forge 
to ſing of you let my Tongue cleave to 
the Roof of my Mouth. If I forget to 
meditate on you, let my Head forfeit it 
Power to think. : Ih Wien 


MEDITATION III. 
Here, O thou bonndleſs Ocean d ; 


Y immenſe Charity! where will thy 

. | — 7 

over- flowing Streams {tay their Couric? 
We, and our Ingratitude, baſely ftrive to 
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Almighty Goodneſs: Thou didſt come to 
thine own People, and they receivd 
Thee not ; yet thou didſt not forſake tie 
kind Deſign of thy coming: When the 
Impiety of Man was treacherouſly plot: 
ting to betray and Murder Thee, then 
didſt thou mercifully conſult about Mean 
to convey thy ſaving Bleſſings to the Wl 
World : When they were reſolving to 
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waſt contriving how we might beſt reap 
| advantage from thy Patton and Death. 
| Thy Love we ſee was deſirous to do more 
than die for us, having contrived more- 
over a way to live in us. The Lord Jeſus 
on the ſame Night when he was betray d 
| took Bread, and when he had given 
Thanks he brake it, and ſaid, Take, Eat, 
this is my Body which was broken for you, 
this do in Remembrance of me: After the 
ſame manner alſo he took the Cup after 
Supper, ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſta- 
ment in my Blood, which is ſhed for the 
W Remiſhon of the Sins of many, Drink ye 
WT all of it, and do this as oft as you Drink 
it, in Remembrance of me. Thus has 
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make even our Fleſh aſſiſt the Spirit 
in us: He has contrived by ſenſible Things 
to make us move toward Heavenly; by 
W thoſe Things which are wont to draw and 
faſten us to this Earth. When he diſtri- 
d buted the Bread and Wine to his Diſei- 
= ples, he gave them an Intereſt in his a- 
bundant Graces and Merits : And! thus is 
he ready to beftow himſelf ftill upon 
WF thoſe that believe, and are deſirous to 
= partake of him. He has commanded the 
Celebration of this Holy _— to be 
2 


coontinu'd in the Chriſtian Church, to the 
end of the World: And that not only to 
: = | keep 


our wiſe Lord found an excellent way to 
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keep alive a thankful remembrance of hi 
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Death, but al'o to confirm his gracious Wl 
Promiſes to them that believe on hin, | 
To the happy Sout then, that with Faith Ml 
and Thanktulneſs-does thus commemorate 
the dying Love of our Saviour, this Holy 
Supper is a Feaſt of fat Things, and of 
Wine on the Lees well refined. Jeſt BM; 
Chriſt himſelf will come and Sup with Ml 
ſuch, and be willing to make his conſtant M 
Abode with em: His Promiſe aſſurs . 
his Prefence with them, while they ar 


6 
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here Ol Earth, and that they hall, when 2 


they go hence, be taken up to be her 
he is. O praiſe the Lord, ye Nations d 


the Earth, all praiſe and admire his Wif- BW. 
dom and Love: His Love that ſo induftri- WW. 


ouſly ſecks our Happineſs, and his Wil 


dom that finds ſuch excellent Means to ] 
-accompliſh it: Praiſe him that is the (ole Ml 


Fountain of ſpiritual Bleſſings, and who WW 


alone has right to ordain the Means ot 


conveying them; for that he has inſtit Wi 
ted a few Means, and thoſe eaſie to be ob- 
ſerved, and made them the Conveyance: Wn 


of all the Riches of his Grace: Give hearty 


Thanks to the kind Redeemer for this Im. Wl 


ſtitution, and expreſs. your Thankfulnels M 


by coming to this his Supper: Come to it Wi 


to remember his propitiatory Death, and 


to receive Felus Chriſt, who offers ** 4 
| OT 
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if to you. Come to partake of the im- 
vortant Purchaſes of his Death, and to de- 
Rote your ſelves intirely to him who has 
(o lov d you: Come all ye People of the 
vide World, and let us adore the God 
chat feeds us: With himſelf cur kind Sa- 
viour will feed us, and with his ſacred 
WF Flch ; his ſacred Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
and his Blood is Drink indeed. Our firſt 
Parents cat of the forbidden Tree, and 
incurr'd, for themſel ves and their Poſterity, 
an eternal Death: We are invited to a 
Peaſt of Spiritual Food, which whoſoever 
eateth ſhall live tor ever. With theſe Dain- 
ties will divine Love nouriſh us up to im- 
mortal Lite, confirming and encreaſing 
that happy Union with himſelf, which 1s 
begun even while we live below on Earth, 
aud ſhall be perfected when we come to 
Heaven. | 1 


PETITIONS 


God the Father of Mercies ! Father 
of our bleſſed Saviour JelustheChriſt: 
We believe, that having given us thy. 
dear Son, thou wilt with him alſo freely 
ive us all Things; that whatever we ask 
ot thee, O Father, in thy Sons Name, be- 
eving we ſhall receive it. I humbly be- 
Lech thee therefore, O Lord, to have 
Mercy 


* 
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Mercy upon me a poor miſerable Sinner: 
And as thou haſt ſent thy Son into the 


World, ſend him alſo to take Poſſeſſion of 


my Heart. Let this great Light of the 
World, enlighten my dark Mind with a 
ſaving knowledge of thee, and of himſelf, 
Direct me to diſcern my true Happineſs, 
from the falſe flattering Goods of this 


World; that I may not ſpend my time 
here in worldly Cares and Purſuits, but in 


leeking thee my End by him the only 
true Way to thee. Let him teach and 
convince me of the great Excellency of 
thy Laws; and make me conſider m 


ways, and turn my Feet unto thy Teſti- 
monies. Let the glad Tiding of the Goſ- 


pel, O Lord, be joyful Tidings to me, by 
thy giving me an aſſured Intereſt in them. 
Give me the Pardon of all my Sins by the 


Death of Chriſt ; and a right to Life and 
-:* Happineſs by his meritorious Life. In 


me I pray that the mighty Redeemer may 
effectually deſtroy all the Works of the 
Devil; deface the ugly Image of the Apo- 
ſtate Spirit, and reſtore the glorious Like- 


neſs of thee my God. Make me, Lord, 


_ diligently and reverently to uſe thy ap- 
pointed Means of Grace, and let thy Bleſ- 
ſings always make them Means of Grace to 


me. And while I thankfully uſe them, and 


am duly fruitful under them, let me enjoy 
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the Means of Grace till thou haſt brought 
me to Glory. Grant this, O Father, tor 
the ſake of thy beloved Son our compaſ- 


ſionate Saviour. 
Giory be to the Fat her, &c. Amen. 


For [Thurſday Evening. 


MEDITATION I. 


HE kid Maſter of this bleſſed Feaſt 


ſends his Embaſſadors to make a 


Food puts the kindeſt Words into their 
Months, that their Invitation may not 


to me all ye that labour for Holineſs, and 


of your Labour; and will eaſe you of that 
ger after Angels ſpiritual Food, and thirſt 


to drink at the Fountain of Bliſs. Come 
to me, I will refreſh you with the Wine 


strong: Come you that are Strong, leſt 
you become Weak.- Come you that have 


* 


—— 


general Invitation. He that is the Divine 


fail of good Succeſs. He has ſaid, Come 


are oppreſſed under the weight of your ©. | 
eins: Come, and I will give you the end. 


ntolerable Burthen. Come you that hun- 


ot Gladneſs, and the Bread of Lite, Come 
you that are Weak, and you ſhall: be 


Leiſure, 


WE; 
. 048 
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Leiſure, and here entertain your time to 
your great Advantage: And you allo that 


are buſie, and here ſanctifie and devote 
your Employment. Our glorious God did 
not only make a Viſit, but is willing to 
dwell perpetually with us Men upon 
Earth. He whom the Heaven of Heavens 


cannot contain, will make his Reſidence 
in our little Tabernacles. He whom the 


Seraphims proſtrate adore, and fly with 


all their Wings to perform his Commands. 
He who came down to die for us Sinners, 
and afcended again above the higheſt Hea- 
vens. Himſelf is there with all his pre- 
cious Bleſſings to the Soul that does de- 


ſire and believe. To ſuch a Soul this bleſle 
Sacrament applies all the Vertues and 
Merits of our Saviour's Death and Paſhon, 


When he receives the conſecrated Bread 


and Wine from the Hands of Chriſt's Mr 


niſter in his ſtead, he is made partake! 
in the ſati-fa&tion of his Death, and the 
Pardon of all his Sins is Seal'd and con: 
firm'd. By eating the Bread, and drink: 
ing the Wine, the good Soul is more firm. 


ly united to the Redeemer .: And as 4 
Member of his myſtical Body, ſhall x 


quickned and guided by his good Spint 
The indwellingz Spirit ſhall teach him bs 


Duty, and inable him to run in the vi 
everlaſting. He ſhall communicate Pow: 


{( 


 ” 
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to conquer Difficulties and Temptations, - 
and to preſerve with Patience: till; he. 
reach the Crown. By this is ſuch a Soul 
united alſo to that Jeſus, who roſe again 
from the Death he ſubmitted to. And as 
it is aſſuredly riſen to a new Life of Grace, 
it ſhall hereafter riſe to an eternal Life of 
Glory. It may look on theſe Signs as 
certain Pledges, that it ſhall be advanced 
to the happy Manſions above. Thus as 
our Lord himfelt, when on Earth, contain'd” 
under his. outward Poverty, all the glo- 
rious fulneſs of the Godhead; fo t eſe 
signs that reprelent him to us, are but 
poor in themſelves, in compariſon to the 
rich Bleſſings they bring along with them. 
Whatever faintneſs we feel, if we hunger 
alter Chriſt, and come hither to receive 
him, he can refreſh us. Whatever Fears 
dwell in our. guilty Minds and trouble 
us, this Wine of true Conſolation will 
chaſe them away. O how great is thy 
Love, dear Lord, that invites us miſe- 
rable Sinners to partake of thee ! That 
invites our Emptineſs to be united to thy 
Fulne's, and our Weakneſs to be cured; 
by thy all-ſufficient: Power. O ho 
mould the Sons of Men flock in, when he 
ſends out his Invitations to this Feaſt! 
when he calls us to a Feaſt of Peace and 
Love ! A Feaſt of Joy and incomparable 

. - . tweets 
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tweetneſs, What ſhould: the Captive wiſh | 

but Liberty, and the weary Pilgrim but 

Reft ? What ſhauld the Sick deſire but 

| Health, and the depending Creature but 

| to be near its God? All are welcome to 
this Feaſt:that have bat Deſire to partake, 
and Faith to receive, * 4 


MEDITATION n. 


rd, who are we, unworthy Wretches, 


LI that thou thus regardeſt our ſinful a 
Dauſt! What is all the World compar'd to 
Thee, that thus thou ſeemeſt for our a 
ſakes to diſregard thy ſelf ! It is for our i / 
Lakes, and to make us rich in Grace, that . 
thou ſo graciouſly condeſcendeſt to come | 
among as. More unworthy yet do we I © 
make our ſelves, if we neglect to come 1 
where thou wilt be preſent. O how in- 
ſenſible of their own true Intereſt are 0 
thoſe that neglect to approach this ſacred I 


Feaſt! Is it a {mall matter with you, O, 1 
careleſs Wretches, to he under a great * 
load of Guilt, that you come not to re- 
ceive the Pardon of your Sins ? Is the I 
Great God willing to be reconcil'd to Sin- fh 
f ners, an1 to give them ſure Pledges of his I 
Recor.cilement ? And ſhould not all Man- N 
{ Kind then earneſtly ſeek his Favour, and 0 
gladly receive the Pledge of his Love? It 
| 12 None oP 
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None of us can be aſſur'd that he will not 
turn us into Hell, till we are aſſur d of 
our Title to Heaven. Where are all they 
that have been Baptized, and pretend that 
they account themſelves Chriſtians? Why 
do they not come, and own the Cove» 
nant then made, by renewing. it again 
at this Supper ? They that neglect this, 
do in effe& renounce that Covenant, and 
deſpiſe the mcomparable Bleſſings it pro- 
miſes. Well may they be impotent to- 
wards all Good, and enſlaved to the Ty- 
anny of evil Spirits, who neglect this 
Means appointed to convey Spiritual _ 
Strength, and to furniſh them with the 
Spirit of Grace. Such muſt needs have 
lamentable Cauſe to bewail the weakneſs 
of their Graces, and the ſlow Progreſs of 
their Holineſs, Well may they contract 
very deep Stains, that do not often waſh 
themſelves with the Blood of the Lamb. 
Well may they that begin in the Spirit, 
oon after end in the Fleſh 3 who do not 
often here renew their Reſolutions, and 
receive freſh Strength to hold on their 
Race. Thoſe were times of vigorous and 
lound Picty, when Chriſtians had a ſtrong 
Appetite to this Spiritual Food. This 
Appetite diſcover'd their Health, and by 
diten eating they maintain'd it: When 
they could hardly be contented a Day 
SO, | T2 wath- 
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_ without receiving one of theſe bleſſed 
Meals : When they never .came together 
to Worſhip, but they alſo broke this holy 
Bread : Then they were patient under 
the hardeſt -Sufferings, and then they 
:abounded in every good Work. Then 
did the love of Jeſus burn hot in their 
Breaſts, and the Light of it ſhined bright 
before Men. Then they had great Cha- 
rity towards all Men, and much Peace, 
with one another. It is a ſad Sign, and 
may be reckon d a Cauſe that the ſpiritual 
Life greatly languiſhes in., our Days: 
When the proper Food of it is little re- 
liſh ed by many, and a great many more 
never deſire it. Our {ad Pays ant likely 
ſtill to languiſn in Devotion, to be over- 
run with Impiety and Profaneneſs ; Still 
will the baſe Love of the World abound 
among us, every one minding his own - 
Things, and none the Things of Chriſt 
_ Chriſtians will be Enemies to one another, 
and more barbarous and cruel than wild 
Beaſts : They will go on to bite and de 
vour their own Kind, and to conſume and 
deſtroy the Chriſtian Church, if we do not 
oftner commemorate the Love of our Lord, 
and ſolemnly bind our ſelves to love one 
ier. | * 
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MEDITATION III. 


es our gracious Lord make a Feaſt 
of himſelf for us, and invite us poor. 
: ' BY Sinners to {it down- at his Table? And 
mould we not readily obey his Call, and 
. go to the Feaſt he has ſo kindly prepared? 
„ Bchold our Lord himſelf is willing to meet 
f us, and to bring a Heaven with him 
to entertain us. O leave the Trifles of 
1] this World,. ye reaſonable Souls, and go 
to partake of his ſubſtantial Joys: Suſ- 
pend the Purſuit of tranſitory Goods, ye 


e immortal Creatures, and ſeek of Chriſt his 
ly eternal Treaſures: O how ungrateful, 
1. dear Lord, to thee, are all they that neg- 
led this thy incomparable Proviſion: 
F The Eternal Father's Love is fI'ghted by 
n them, who gave his beloved Son to die for 
ft. us: The Love ef our kind Redeemer is 
er, not duly valued, w ile we have no Eſteem 
14 or Deſire for the Bleſſings he has purchas d: 
je. The weet and ſaving Influences of the 

nd Holy Spirit are ſet at nought, while we 


ot decline tie proper Means to enjoy them. 
dM it not a moſt unſpeakable Ingratitude in 
ne Mankind, to trample under Foot the Blood © 

oft the Son of God? To deſpiſe that pre- 


cious Blood which was ſhed for our Sakes,. - 
LI F222;  _ 
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which was ſhed for the Remiſſion »f our 
Sins; ſhould we forget that painful Death 
he underwent, to excuſe us from ſuffe ring 
an Eternal Death? It was the particular 
Charge that great Love left, when he 
Was Juſt a going to be ſaerific'd for us; 
Tizzt we ſhould devoutly celebrate this 
Holy Supper, and often do it in Re- 
membrance of him. Are we not under 
great Obligations from his Love, to do 
4 difficult or dangerous thing for his 
Sake ? And much more to comply with his 
dying Will, when it requires ſo eaſy, and 
ſo pleaſant a Duty ? Did our Saviour 
drink Vinegar, and eat Gall for us, and 
hall we refuſe at his Command to take 
theſe pleaſant Dainties? He drank of the 
bitter Cup which the Father gave him, 
to purchaſe for us a Cup of B'efling. O 
how well would it become the whole World 
to ſay, We will take the Cup of Salvation, 
and praiſe the Name of the Lord! We 
will remember thy Love more than Wine, 
dear Lord, and never forget thy moſt uſe- 
ſul Benefits; we will ſnew that we love 
thee as we ought to do, by keeping this 
and the reſt of thy Commands. Had we 
but ingenuous Souls, we ſhould be extreme - 
1y glad that he who has done ſo much for 
us, has told us what will pleaſe him. This 
Feaſt is appointed by our Lord, to = 
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forth his Death till he come, For he will 
conie again in Glory and with: Pewer, 


to judge both the Quick and the Dead. 
When he will render to every Mam ac- 
cording to his Works, and ſeverely puniſte 


all thoſe that obey not the Goſpeb: What 


muſt become of alt thoſe in that dreadful 
Day, that do conſtantly neglect am un- 


doubted Precept? Men pretend to fear the 


incurring of Damnation by unworthy recei- 


ving, but do not fear to deſerve it by ne- 


glecting to receive his Supper; But ſince 
we diſobey and offend our Lord in both 
of tlreſe, it ſhould be our Labour and Care 
to prepare our ſelves and draw nig. 


PETITIONS. 


CY Moſt gracious and merciful - God, 


who haſt im Kindneſs ſent thy Son 


into the World; O let the ſame Kindneſs 
effectually draw us, and we will run after 
him; for none of us can come unto him, 
except the Father that has ſent him, draw. 
us. Alas! Lord, we know not out true 


Intereſt, till thou do'ſt effe&ualby reveał 


it, we certainly refufe our own Mercies, 
if thou de not incline us to purſue them. 


O ſend forth a mighty Power of thy Spi- 


rit upon the World, and convince Men 


of Sin, becauſe they believe not in Jeſus, 
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let him convince Men of their guilty 
State by Nature, and of their further Guilt 
in not obeying the Goſpel. Bring them in 
Multitudes to Jeſus Chrift, by making 
them ſenſible that there is no other Name 
but his by which they can be ſaved. Teach 
us how neceſſary to make Attonement 
Tor our Sins the great Sacrifice of himſelf 
was, which he offer'd upon the Croſs; and 
make us all carneftly-concern'd to partake 
of that Sacrifice, and therefore forward 
to uſe the appointed Means of it: Con- 
vince us that we are poor without the 
Riches of his Grace, and naked without the 
Robes of his Righteouſneſs, and in Want 
of all Things neceſſary to Salvation, till 
we are poſleſs'd of an Intereſt in him: 0 
make us come to Jeſus Chriſt, that we 
may have Life that our forfeited Right to 
eternal Life may be reſtored ; and that he 
by his Spirit may quicken us to a ſpiritual - 
and divine Life, who are by Nature dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins: Quicken us, O 
thou who waſt dead and art alive, for thou 
alone haſt the Words of eternal Life: 
Make us diſcern and ſeek, and reliſh di- 
vine and ſpiritual Things, capable of the 
Pleaſures of Devotion, and deſirous above 
all Things of Communion with thy ſelf: 


Make us, in retir'd Devotion and publick | 
Worſhip, often ſeek to have 8 
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draw nigh to us and ſatisfy us with 
thoſe good Things thou haſt to beſtow: 


ö 


with the Father and the Son through the | 
Spirit: And, Lord, whenever we draw 


nigh to thee, by coming carefully prepar'd 
to thine Ordinances, do thou graciouſly 


Make us joyful in thy Houſe of Prayer, 
and renew our Strength while we wait 
upon thee. Let every Approach to thee in 


Worſhip conform us more to thy Like» - 


ne(s, and fit us more to ſee thy Face in 
Heaven. Theſe Things, O Lord, our God, 
are deſired as the Purchaſes of our dear Sa- 
viour's Blood; to whom he Glory and . - 
Praiſe, World without End, Amen. 


HYMN X. 


$:-- Royal Sion, come and ſing 


Thy Soul's kind Saviour, thy Heart's 
Stretch all thy Powers thy Song to raiſe. 
And ſince this lofty Theam's above 
The beſt Ambition of thy Love, 


Call Heavens loud Quires to help thy 


Mot „CCC 2 
Sing how his love from Heavens high throne 
To Earth's low Foot-ſtool brought him 
* „ | (down, 
For thee a curſed Death to die 


ding that when hence he did remove, 
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He left a Legacy of Love, 
His needleſs Preſence to ſupply.. 


Lo here the Bread of Life ! this Day's. 
Triumphant Text provokes thy Praiſe; 
The living and Life giving Bread: 
See the Heart chearing Precious Wine 
Which great Love'spierc d Heart did reſign, 
Jo the Great Twelve diftributed.. 


Praiſe him, who has thy Paſtors bid 
Ever te:do what he once did; 

And thankfully his Gifts receive. 
Sing loud that to this bounteous Feaſt, , 
Each hungry Soul may be a Gueſt, 
And from his Death may Life derive. 


The Heav 'n inſtructed Houſe of Faith 
Here a myſterious Dictate hath: 
Himſelf to me my Saviour brings, 
With Graces which are alldivine. 
Undler the Veils of Bread and Wine; 
Immortal cloath'd with mortal. Things. 


Lo, the Life Food of Angels then 
Bow d to the lowly: Mouths of Men! 
Lo, the full final Sacrifice : 
Ihe ranſom'd Iſaac and his Ram,, 
The Manna and the Paſchal Lamb, 
As Figures fix d on this their Eyes. 


=. 
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Jeſu, to thee we Sinners ſue, 
O thou our Food and Shepherd too, 
Grant in all good we may improve. 
Still by thy ſelf vouchfate to keep 
As with thy ſelf thou feed'ſt thy Sheep, 
And from us, Lord, all ill remove. 


Bleſt be that Love which thus makes thee: 
Mix with our low Mortalit : 
O may it raiſe, and ſet us ap 
Coheirs with Saints, and fo all may 


Partakers all ot thy full Cup. 


For Friday Morning. 


M'. God, who can complain of doing 


too much, it they conſider the La- 
bours of the loving. Jelus? Thoſe pains 
tul Labours that he freely undertook. and 
the humble Task he ſo mildly ſtoop'd to? 
When he might have flown on the Wings 
of (.herubims, he choſe to walk with us 
Worms in the Duſt: When he might have 
call'd for Manna from Heaven, in the 
Sweat of his Brows he would ear 18 
1 1 Bread ; 


G 0 


0 


i 


1 
1 
h 
4 
2 
5 
iP 
IT £7 
19 
ilk 
4 
N 
* 71 
we” 
Ws 
mes 
"£88 
= 
„ 
— = f 
ie 
wy. 
=- 


05 For Friday Morning. 


— 
— — — X —_ — 
Z en Sag ä 

5 * 22 3 1 — 


Bread: When he might have made the 
Angels his Foot-ſtool, he rather became 
the Servant of his Parents, living with 
them in their little Cottage, and readily 
obeying even their leaſt Command 3 There 
in that humble Privacy he encreas d in 


Wiſdom, and grew in Favour with God 


and Man; {till by his pious Candour gain- 
ing the Love of thoſe happy few that ſaw | 
his Life. Happy they that ſaw thy Life, 
O glorious Jeſn ! and heard with Joy and 


Wonder thy incomparable ere That 


Felt a gentle Mot len ſtir their Hearts, to 
love and imitate ſo bleſt a Pattern. O 
that the ſame ſweet Spirit of Grace might 
draw our Minds, dear Lord, to thee | 0 


that we could, my Sql, in every Paſſage 


of our Life, ſtill actually reflect on the 


Example of his: His Retirements were 
fill d with holy Speculations, and in the 


Midſt of Puſineſs his Mind was free for Hea- 


ven: -His Converſe with others miſſpent 


no Time, but þbeſtowd every Moment 
in excellent Charity; ſometimes he was 


_employ'd to inſtruct the ignorant, ſome- 
times to inform aright thoſe that were 


deceivd: He apply'd himſelf to com- 
fort the Afflicted, and heal the Diſeaſed; 
to convince the Froward, and abſolve 


the Penitent, and perſwade all the 
World to be truly happy. It was Meat 
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And planted him in our poor D 


& d 5 


and Drink to him to do his Father's Wil, 
and it ſhould be ours to perform his. It Wl 
was for our ſakes that he made himſelf 
ſubject to the Law, and to obtain for us a 


an everlaſting Happineſs he perfectl 
obey d it. Take up thy Croſs, my So 


and follow thy Lord; for his Yoke is 
ſweet, his Burden is light. He humbled 
himſelf for us, and became obedient unto 


Death, even the Death of the Croſs to 
lave us. 


Satan, our bleſſed Jeſus deſcended from 


Heaven, and brought. a vaſt Price to buy 


out our Freedom: The Price was no leſs 


than his own deareſt Blood, which he 


plenteouſly ſhed on the ignominious Croſs; 
Depoſit ing ſo his incſtimable Life to reſcue 
us Sinners from eternal Death. Come let 
us adore our God that redeem'd us. 


HYMN: II. 
(>> let's adore the King of Love; 
— And King of Sufferings too; 


Fer Love it was that brought him down, 8 
5 And {et him here in woe. 1 


Love drew him from his Paradiſe, 
Where Flowers that fade not 1 ; 
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Here 


Among us Weeds below. 


When we had fold our ſelves to Wi 
ſin, and were all become the Slaves of 
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| Here for a time this p hug Plane 
N Fairly grew up and thriv d; 


Diffus its 3 all about, 
And all in ſweetneſs lv'd.. 


But envious Froſts, and 3 Storms, 

So long, ſo fiercely chide; 
This tender Plant at aſt bow down 
Its bruiſed Head, and dy d. 


O narrow Thou and narrower 8 eech, : 
Here y onghts, and. confeſs! 6 


The Life of God, the Death of Chriſt, 
How r you expreſs 5 


© Thou! who from a Virgin Root 
Mad'ſt this fair Flower to f ring, 

Help us to raiſe both Heart and Voice, 
And with more Spirit ſi ing. 


= To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
One undivided Three, 
All higheſt Praiſes, all humbleſt Thanks, 


Now, and for ever be. 
| Anem 


MEDITATION n. 


God, who can repine at ſuffering. 
too much, if they remember the | 


1 00 of Jeſus ? 2 cho many 1 
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ons He ſo patiently endur' d, and bore- 
with ſilence all their Weight, Even from 
his humble Cradle in the City of Bethlebem, 
to his bitter Croſs on the Mount of 
Calvary, How little de we read of glad 

and proſperous in his Life ! how much of 
Pains, and Grief, and perpetual Affronts! 
Sometimes he was abandon'd by his nears 
eſt Friends, and left alone among all his, 

Diſcomforts: Sometimes purſud by his 

flerceſt Enemies, and made the common 
Mark of all: their ſpite : Sometimes they 
plot to enſnare him in his Words, and 
enviouſly ſlander his miraculous Deeds: 
Sometimes they tumultuouſly gather a- 
bout him, to gaze and abuſe a Man of 
Sorrows : Sometimes they furiouſly ſeize 
on his Perſon, and hale and drag him 
along the Streets: ; At laſt they all con- 
ſpire to take awayh is Life, and condemn. 
hun to a ſharp and cruel Death. Have 
you ever {een harmleſs Lamb ſtand ſilent 
in the Midſt of ravenous. Wolves? So 
ſtood the Prinee of Peace and Innocence, 
beſieg d with a ring of Savage Jews. + 
When they blaſphem'd Him, he replyd 
not again; and when they injuriouſſy 
ſtruck him, he only obſervd their Raſnneſs. 
When they provok'd him with their ut- 
moſt Malice, he pleaded their Excuſe; and 
when they kilbd him, he earneſtly pra fs | 
- V 
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tor! their Pardon. O firange ingratitude 


of human Nature, thus barbarouſly to 


crucifie the World's Redeemer ! O admi- 

Table Love of the Worlds Redeemer, 
thus patiently to die for human Nature | 
Say now, my Soul, for whom thy deareſt 
Lord endur'd all this, and infinitely more: 
Canſt thou complain of thy little Trou- 


bles, when the King of Glory was thus 
afflicted ? Canſt thou complain of a mean- 
ly furniſh'd Houſe, when the Son of 


God had not where to lay his Head ? We 
wear the Padge of a crucified Lord, and 
ſhall we ſhrink back at every Croſs we 
meet? We believe in a God that was 


Crown'd with Thorns, and ſhall we abide 


to tread on nothing but Roſes ? Before our 
Eyes, O jeſu, we ſee thee Humble and 
Meek ? And ſhall thy Servants be proud 


and infolent ? We ſee thee travel up and 
down, poor and unregarded, and ſhall - 


thy Followers ſtrive to be rich and e- 
Reemed ? Thy charitable Labours were 
maliciouſly flander'd, and {hall not our 
Faults have the Patience to be reproved ? 
Thou didſt not diſdain to be call'd, tho 
in ſcorn, The Carpenter's Son; and cannot 
our lowneſs bear a little Diſparagement ; 
O how unlike are we to that bleſt Origi- 
nal, who deſcended from Heaven to be- 
come our Pattern ! How do we go lg 
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from th at ſacred Path, which the holy: 
m_ tracd with his own Steps! 1 | 


MEDITATION III. 


LL this, 0 bleſſed Jeſu! ! chemie 

eſt thy holy Prophets, to prepare 
te World for the coming of a humble Savi- 

; all this and infinitely more thou didſt 
eie in thine own Perſon, with the Re- 
proaches, Pains, and inward Sorrows thou 


didſt endure. 80 much as was able to 


make even Patience it ſelf break forth into 
this ſad Complaint : O all you that paſs. 

by behold and ſee, if there be any Sor- 
row like unto my Sorrow. My God, when 


I conſider what thou haſt ſuffer'd for us, 


and what we have done againſt our ſelves, 
I am amaz'd at the Wonders of thy Good- 
neſs, and confounded at the vileneſs of 


our Miſery. Our Sins were the Cauſe of ; 


thy cruel Death, yet {11 we permit 


them to live in us. We entertain the 


weft of thine Enemies, and treacher- 
oully lodge them in our own Boſoms. 
Preferring a petty Intereſt before thy 
Heaven, and a tranſitory Pleaſure before 
Eternal Felicit) y. Many we confefs are 
the Follies of our Life; and our. Conſci- 


ences may very. juſtly tremble at their 


own great Guilt, Many are the times 
= Bs thou 
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1 thou - 9, uns pardoned us, and ſtill 
wee relapſe and abuſe thy Clemency. The 
Memory, Lord, of my Tranſgreſſions 
ſhall be very bitter to me, and the 
thought of my Ingratitude ſhall extream- 
* ly afth& me. Oh, that my Head were 
1 Waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain of 
= Tears; that Day and Night I might con- 
_ tinually lament my own many Sins, and 
3 my dear Saviour's Sufferings. But is there, 
1 O my Jeſt, any ſtain ſo foul, which thy 
| precious Blood cannot waſh away? Is 
there any heap of Sins ſo vaſt, to exceed 
the Number of infinite Mercies ? O no; 
Thou canſt forgive more than we can of. 
fend; but thou wilt not forgive, unleſs 
we fear to offend : Unleſs we ſeek to thee 
for Peace and Reconcilement, and humble 
dur ſelves in thy holy Preſence. I will 
therefore, O Lord, ; proſtrate my 
ſelf before Thee, and caſt my elf upon 
thine infinite Mercy. I will look ſeriouſly 
into my own Breaſt, and make diligent 
Search for my Boſom Sins: I will confeſs, 
and heartily lament my many Failings, 
and ſtrive to- correct and amend: my felt 
by Faſting and Prayer. All we can offer 
. thy offended Majeſty, to pacify the Jul- | 
tice of thy Wrath, is only an humble Eye 
bath'd in Tears, and a penitent Heart 
broken with godly Sorrows :- Only a firm 


reſolve 


ties of thy Servant, and 
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reſolve to chan ge our Lives ; and even all : 
tais we beg maſt of Thee. 1 SH 

PE TITTORNS 


Thou our gracious and indulgent | 
Lord, who freely pardoneſt all that 


truly repent ; who grveſt Repentance to 


all that ask, and inviteſt all to ask by pro- 


miſing to give O give me, 1 Pray, an 


unfeign d Repentance for my paſt Of- 
tences, and then give the Remiſfion that 
thou haſt promiſed to Repentance. Open, O 
Lord, my Lips freely to accuſe my (elf 
for all the Crimes which my Examination 


may find in my Heart or Life: Let the 


Conſideration of thy cruel Sufferings 
heighten my Sorrow for Sin, and confirm 
my Deteſtation againſt it. Make me in 


every Action ſtill think of Thee, and call 


to Mind what thou haſt commanded me 
to do ; make me call to Mind thy holy 
and examplary Life, and think what thou 
thy ſelf wouldſt do, O bleſſed Jeſu, if 
thou were here among us. And when 
I have thus learnt my Duty, make me 
ſteadily do what thou haſt taught me to 
know, When I conſider my Wavs, make 


me turn my Feet unto thy Teſtimonies; 


ngthen with 


Pity, O dear wag - © the Infirmi- 
E | 
” thy 


thy Grace my often fainting Heart. Pre- 
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| Slory be to, &c. 


ſerve me hereafter by thy Almighty 


Power, that no Temptation may ſurprize 


or overcome me. Arm me, O glorious 


Conqueror of Sin and Death, againſt all 


the Fears and Terrors of this World. Arm 


all my Powers with thoſe celeſtial Vertues, 


Faith and Hope, and invincible Charity: 


That I may ſtill go on, and reſolutely 


meet whatever ſtands in my way to Heg- 


ven. If I muſt ſuffer as a Chriſtian, ſince 


E have deſerv'd it from thee as a Sinner; 
help me to bear it with ſuch Patience as 
becomes thy Servant. Let me not by do- 
ing evil, or omitting any required Duty, 


decline any ſuffering I may be expoſed to 


for thy {ſake : Since thy love made Thee 


ſuffer ſo much for me, and has prepard 


ſo excellent Rewards to crown my Suffe- 
rings hereafter : Since Fleſh and Flood 


cannot enter into thy heavenly Kingdom, 


make me to put them off here by frequent 
denying even their juſt Contentments. 80 


| ſhall I be diſpoſed the better to endure 


with Patience the Inconveniencies of my 
way thither. I am, O Lord, I muſt con- 
feſs, unworthy of the leaſt of thy M=r- 
cies, but theſe Things I hope to obtain 
through the Merits of thy Paſhon. 


n. 
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what he ſuffer'd for us! How ingrateful 


rather, which is far worle, our Sins re- 


Conſcience, how are we better than Pilate 


By retaining a ſharp and bitter Malice, do 


MEDITATION I. 


Fenſeleſs we, that ſo little conſider 
what we do againſt our Saviour, or 


are we to thy bleſſed Memory ! We neg- 
ligently forget thy ſacred Paſſion ; or 


new thy Sufferings. While we deprive 
others of their Right, what do we elſe 
but diveſt Thee of thy Cloaths ? While 
we delight in Strife and Schiſm, what do 
we elſe but rend thy ſeamleſs Coat? If we 
ceſpiſe the leaſt of thy faithful Servants, 
are we not as ſo many Herods that ſcornꝰ4 
Thee? If we for Fear proceed againſt our 


who unjuſtly condemn'd Thee? By for- 
laking thy Will to follow our own, do 
we not chuſe a Murderer before Thee? 
we not give Thee Vinegar and Gall to 
drink? By ſhewing no Mercy to the 
poor and afflicted, do we not pals by oy = 
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TC xoſs as Strangers unconcern d? Thus we 
Again crucifie the Lord of Glory, and put 
him afreſh to an open Shame. Is this, © 


—  EAGIBD _ \ 
—_— —— — In 
— TIS” . > 
68x  v> -g0-onge> <P eny 4 —— 
— nah — — — 
—— — c64 —— 
— oy: - - 
. 
J 


— — Z ĩ ANG). ao 7 40 Een, ——=: — ———5˙ĩ?ẽ 
* 


118 For Friday Evening. 


wretched we ! the Duty we pay to the 


ſacred Memory of our dear Redeemer ? 


Are theſe the Thanks our Gratitade re- 
turns to that ſtrange exceſs of our Saviour's 


Love? When we ſatin Darkneſs he 


took us by the Hand, ahd kindly led us 


into his own Light. We ſought not him, 


but he came from far to find us; we 
look'd not towards him, but his Mer- 


cy call'd after nz : He call'd aloud in 
Words of melting Tenderneſs, Why will 
you periſn, O ye Children of Men? Why 


will ye ran after empty Trifles, as if 


there were no Joys above with me ? Re- 


turn, O you dear-bonght Souls, and I will 
receive you; repent, and though you had 
really Crucified me, I will forgive you. 
Behold, O bleſſed Jeſu, to Thee we come; 
on Thee, O crucified Love, we faſten all 
our Confidence: Never will we unclalp 
our hold, ti thy Grace has ſeal'd the 
Pardon of our Sins. Never will we part 


= from this Standard of Hope, till our trot 
| mils 


bled Conſciences be di d in Peace. 


| There will we ſtand, and ſigh and weep, 


and every one humbly ſay to thy Mercy, 
Jeſu my God, I am a miſerable Sinner: O 


de thou my kind Advocate with the Father, 


MED 
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MEDITATION I.L 


Elieve in ſeſus, O my Soul, and thou 
D may ſt 152 ſilent, — thy Lord will 
| antwer for thee: Rely on him and he will 
be thy Security, love him, and thou art 
united to his Satisfaction and Merits, 


| pent, and he will forgive thy Sins, and 
purge away all thy foul Impurit ies. 
| He will wath away the Guilt of thoſe Sins, 


others; and of thoſe allo which thy 
Weakneſs has at any time receiv'd from 
them, The mercitul Lord wall purge 
Thee from all thy ſecret Faults, and from 
thoſe darling Sins that moſt abuſe our Na- 


ture, He will pardon what thou haſt. 


been, and correct what thou art : will 
| order by his good Providence what thou 
ſhalt be, and in the end crown his own 


excellent Gifts. Direct thy Prayers to 
his tender Mercy, and his Bounty will 


beſtow more than thou a>keſt. Never 
let us fear the Favour of our God; if we 


can but eſteem, and earneſtly defire it. 


He that ſo freely gave us himſelf, will he 
not with himſelf give us all Things elſe ? 


ſuf · 


119 


Be Innocent, and he wilt exalt Thee. Re . 


which thy Wickedneſs has ever cauſed in 


I not his painful Lite, and bitter Death, 8 
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ſufficient Pledge of his mighty Love te 
us? He has greater tenderneſs than any 
Mother, and more faithful Love to our 
true Intereſt than any Friend. O diſpa- 
rage not his great willingneſs to help, by 
ſeeking Aid of any other Mediators. Sure- 
ly they have little Faith, and far leſs 
Hope, who doubt the Mercies of ſo gracious 
a God: Mercies confirm d by a thouſand 
Miracles, and dearly ſeal'd with his own 
precious Blood: That innocent Blood 
which was ſhed for us, to appeaſe the 
Mrath of his offended Father. Is not his 
infinite Love to us, a ſufficient Motive of 
our Duty to him ? A Duty to which we 
are ſo many ways oblig'd, and wherein 
our Eternity 1s ſo highly concern'd ? Now, 
my Soul, is the Time of Acceptance, now 
is the only Day of Salvation. Seek to 
Jeſus to be waſh d in the pure Fountain of 
his Blood, and apply thy ſelf to do what» 
ever he as thy Lord requires thee : 80 
ſhall the bleſſed Jeſus be to thee Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Re- 
nn,, 
7: 2M EDITAT-EOM IH tt; i 
'- CQHould'it thou, O Lord, have dealt 
O uith us in Rigour, we had long fince 


bdeen ſentenced to Eternal Death: LY 
1 IT a ſunce 


For Friday Evening, 12 
fince our guilty Souls had been ſnatch'd 
away from this World, and hurried down 
to everlaſting Torments: But thy graci - 
_ ovs Mercy has yet repriev'd our Lives, 
and given us Space to work out our Salva - 
tion, Now 1s the Time of Acceptance 
with thee, 'Now 1s the Day of Salvation 
for us. Now, O my Soul, let us mourn 
our former Offences, and henceforth take 
Care to bring forth Fruits worthy of Re- 
pentance, It we have hitherto perſecuted kl 
the Lord of Glory, and with our Sins ẽ - 
nail'd the bleſſed Jeſus on the Tree of 
Death: Now let our whole Endeavours at- 1 
e tend the Service of our Saviour, and loy- 
n ally conſpire to uncrucify their Lord. 
Let us aſcend the Mount of Calvary, and 
often as we go, ſalute his holy Steps. We 
o kils thy Steps, dear Lord, when we love 
of Wl thy Ways, and humble our Selves and 
t- Wl follow thee. Let us there on our Knees 
80 approach him on the Croſs, and reverent- 
m, ly cover his naked Body: We cover thee 
when our Charity cloaths thy Servants, 
and hides the Infirmities of thy little ones. 
Let us there with tendereſt Care unfaſten 
the Nails and gently draw them out of 
his Hands and Feet: We draw them out, 
O Lord, when we freely obey thy Will, 
and looſen our Affections from cleaving to 
the Woild, When thou haſt thus, my 
: * Soul 
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Soul, reſcu d thy Lord, nail chy ſelf in 


his Stead to the Croſs. Mortify thy Mem- 


bers which are upon the Earth, and cw 


cify the Fleſh with all its inordinate 
Luſts. 5 


PETITIONS. 


Father of Mercies, and of our lovin 
4 Saviour; let the Love of thee, a 

of thy Son, win our Hearts entirely to thy 
ſelf: Win them from this vain Life, and 


* 


all the little Goods of it, to the ſole Pur- 


uit and Hopes of enjoying thee in thy E- 
ternity. Let the Love of our crucified 
Redeemer, ſoften our Hearts, and make 
them break for our paſt Offences againſt 
thee : For we have broken the Laws of 
our Maker, we have provok'd the Wrath 
of our Judge; we have deſpis d the Good- 


neſs of our God. O deal not with us ac- 


cording to our Sins, nor give us the ſad 
Deſert of cur Iniquities. We fly, O Lord, 
from the Bar of thy Juſtice, to the mild 
and gracions Seat of thy Mercy. Spare 
us, O Lord, who are the Works of thine 

Hands, ſpare us whom thou haſt redeem 


with the Blood of Chriſt. Pardon, 0 


Lord, our Sins of Weakneſs and Sur. 
Prize; Pardon our Sins of Wilfulneſs and 
Deliberation; pardon our e 
333 ER : Sins 
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Sins we have repented; pardon our former 
living in Sin without Repentance. Make 
us {o grieve for our Sins as to hate them; 
| {o hate, as utterly to forſake them. O may 
the good Spirit mortify all our corrupt 
Affections, that no Principle may ever 
divert us from loving and ſerving thee. 
Crucifie, O Lord, our Fleſh with the Fear 
of thee, and let us have all our Portion of 
Sorrow in this World : Crucifie us to the 
World, and the World to us; that bein 
dead to it, we may live to thee: At lea 
live thou in us, O holy Jeſu: Poſſeſs thou 
us, Who has bought us ſo dear as with ch 
Lite 's laſt Drop of precious Blood. Diſpoſe 
cf all our Motions according to thy righte- 
ous Will, help us to root ont all our Vi- 
ces with the conſtant Practice of contrary 
Vertues, that ſo we may bring forth Fruits 
agreeable to a true Repentance. And con- 
firm, O Lord, we beſeech they our Re- 
Volutions againſt Sin, and our Courage 
to fight manfully under the Banner of 
thee our N Saviour ; that we may 
withſtand the Shock of all Temptations, 
2nd conquer the Aſſaults of all our ſpiri- 
tue Enemies: And make us watch as well 


50 Snide and govern us, dear Lord, by 
tly great Wi 
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as b. 7, leſt we enter into Temptation Ml 
tat % we may be deliver'd from Evil. 


dom and Love, that no- 
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ien For Friday Evening. 
thing may be able to ſeparate us from 
the Love of thee our glorious Redeemer, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit 


lveſt and reigneſt ever one God, World 
without End; Amen. ihe: 


TR XII. 


AW now, my Soul, canſt thou for get 
That thy Whole Life isone long Debt 

Of Love to binn who on a Tree 

Paid back the F leſh he took for thee ? 


Lo! how the Streams of precious Blood 

Flow from five Wounds into one Flood! 
With theſe he waſhes all thy Stains, 
And buys thy Eaſe with his own Pains. 


__ 


Thy Croſs, dear Lord, Joes clearly now 
That Doybt of former Ages ſhow; 
It was this Wood would make the Throne Ml + 

Fit bor a more than Solomon. 
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Large Throne of Love ! royally Fry 
With Purple of too rich a red: 

Strange coſtly Price! thus to make * 
Its own Eſteem with its King 8 Brood. 


| Jeſu, beſt Plant of Paradiſe ! 
To thee our Hopes lift _ our Eyes: J 
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O may aloft thy Branches ſnoot, 
And fill the Nations with thy Fruit. 


0 may all reap from thy Increaſe, 


The Juſt more Strength, the Sinner Peace; 
While our half-wither'd Hearts, and we, 


Engraft ourſelves, and grow on thee. 


Live, O for ever live, and reign, 


BleſtLamb whom thine own Love has ſlain; 
And may thy loſt Sheep live to be 
True Lovers of thy Croſs and thee. 


All Glory to the ſacred Three, 
One undivided Deity | 
As it has been in Ages gone, 
May now and ever ſtill be done. Amen. 


— 


MEDITATION I. 


come pay your Homage to the 


AY all ye Powers of my Soul, and: 165, 


of our Salvation; caſt your: un- 
worthy ſelves at his ſacred Feet, and re- 
new your Vows- of following his Steps :* 


He triumpht over Death in his own Bo» AM 
2. 2 
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dy, and will enable us to conquer it in 
ours: He chang d the corrupted Govern- 
ment of the World, and eſtabliſ'd a new 


and holy Law, that asave were Vaſſals to 
Sin before, we might now become the free 
Subjects of Grace: Let us live and die 
in his bleſt Obedience, and let no Temp- 


tation ever ſeparate us from him, who if 


we. reſiſt will make us overcome, and 
when we have overcome will crown us 
with Peace. Come let us adore cur victo- 
rious Redeemer, Thou haſt, O Lord, tris 
umph'd over all thy Enemies, and ours; 
but we, alas, are yet converſing in the 


midſt of our Enemies: Proftrate before 


Thee, we will confeſs. our Miſery: To 
how many Dangers is our Life expos'd! 
With how many Temptations are we 
round beſieged ! Temptations in Meat, 
Temptations in Drink, Temptations in 


Converſing, Temptations in Solitude 


Temptations in Buſineſs, Temptations in 
Leiſure, Temptations in Riches, Tempta- 
tions in Poverty ! all our Ways are ſtrew d 
with Snares, and even our Senſes conſpire 
againſt us. Whither, O my God, fall 
our poor Souls go encompaſt with a Body 


ſo frail, and a World fo corrupt? Whither 


but to Thee, the Juſtifier of Sinners, and to 
thy Grace, the Suſtainer of the Weak? T 
Grace inſtructs us what we ought to 2 
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For Saturday Morning. 
breeds in us the Will to endeavour what 
we know : Thy Grace inables us to per- 
form our Reſolves, and when all is done 

thy Grace :nuſt give ſucceſs. We who of : 
our {elves can do nothing, may, through 
Chriſt ſtrengthning us, be able to do all 
Things, and gain the Sentence of Appro- 
bation that ſhall be pronounc'd upon his. 
ſteadfaſt Followers: Well done, good and 
faithful Servant, enter you- into your 
Maſter's joy. ET 


HYMN XIII. 


" Ord, we again lift up our Eyes, 
And leave our {ſluggiſh Beds; 
Eut why we wake, or why we riſe, 
Comes ſeldom in our Heads. 


Fs it to ſireat, and toil for Wealth, 


Or ſport our time away: 


That thou preſerv'ſt us ſtill in Health; 


And giv'ſt us this new Day? 


No, no, unſkilful Soul, not ſo, 

he not deceiv'd with Toys; . 

Thy Lord's Commands more wiſely go, 
And aim at higher Joys, | 


They bid us wake to ſeck new Grace, 


And ſome freſh Vertue gain; 


G4 They : 
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128 For Saturday Morning. 
They call us up to mend our pace, 
Till we the Prize attain. 


That glorious Prize for which all run, 

Who wiſely ſpend their Breath; 
Who when this weary Life is done, 
Are lure of Reſt in Death. l 


Not ſuch a Reſt as here we prove, 
Piſturb'd with Cares and Fears ; 

But endleſs Joy, and Peace, and Love! 

Dnmixt with Grief and Tears. 


Glory to Thee, O bounteous Lord! 

Who giv | to all Things Breath; 
Glory to Thee Eternal Word 
V ho ſav'ſt us by thy Death: 


Glory, O bleſſed Spirit, to Thee, 
Who fill 'ſt our Souls with Love; 
Glory to all the myſtick Three, 
Who reign one God above. 8 
5 = Amen. 


MEDITATION I. 


Ord, with what admirable Wiſdom 
L doſt thou govern the World, and 
order the ſeveral Conditions of Men ! 
Thy wile Providence orders ſome to be 
Poor, and appoints them their Task of 

Wa. inno- 


BE. 1 . 
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innocent Work: Thy Providence is plea» 


ſed to make others Rich, and give them 
Leiſure tor their better Improvements : 
Thou baſt made both Poor and Rich to he 
ſome way needful to one another, that all 
may live in Love and Unity, and apply 


- themſelves to mutual Aſſiſtance. Happy 


are they, O Lord, who have ſo much Em- 
ployment, that there remains no room 
for idle Thoughts: Happy are they who 
have ſo little Buſineſs, that they want not 
ſpace to attend their Souls: Happy yet 
more are they, who in the Midſt of their 
Work can think ſometimes ot the Wages 
above; whom nothing diverts from that 


chief concern of ag to make their 
e 


Election ſure: But while their Backs are 
bow'd don with Labour, they freely can 


_ raiſe up their Minds to Heaven: And 


while they are ty'd to their Beds with 
ſicknels, can yet move on towards their 
eternal Reſt : Often they rejoice with 


themſelves alone, and filently ſay in their 


contented Hearts, Here we, alas! are 


_ narrowly confin'd, and our time enter- 


taind with trivial Aflairs: But hereafter 
we expect an unbounded enlargement, and. 


the ſame glorious Office with the bleſſed 
Angels: Here we are ſubject to a.thou- 


land M1'eries,, and the moſt proſperous: 
Lite is vain and: ſnort; but hereafter we 
: G 5 expect” 
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expect an infinity of Joy, and the ſolid 
Pleafures of Heaven for ever. We too, 
my Soul, let us pray to be guided in the 
middle Path, and take care that we en- 
cline to no vicious Extream; to avoid the 
ſtormy Sea of too much Buſineſs, and the 
dead Water of a ſlothful Life; leſt we 
be caſt away by forgetting God, or be- 
come corrupted by neglecting our ſelves. 
Sometimes at leaſt recollect thy Thoughts, 
How / much ſoever thy Condition diſtracts 
Thee: In all thy Works remember thy laſt 
End, when thou muſt bid a long Farewel 
to all this World ; remember that dread-. 
tul Day of the univerſal Judgment, when 
thou muſt give an Account for every idle 
Word : Remember the Joys prepar d for the 
Innccent, and the Miterics that attend the 
Wicked: Remember how nearly it con- 
cerns thee to have a good or a bad E- 
ternity; and that every Action tends to- 
wards. the one or the other: Thus kept in 
awe, thou wilt be careful not to Sin, and 
encourag d by the Reward thou wilt ſtrive 
to do well. Then maiſt thou look up 
With humble Confidence in our God, how 
low ſoever thy Afflid ions depreſs Thee: 
Thou may'ſt look up to the Eternal 
Mounts ins, and feed thy hungry Deſires 
with this {weet Hope; the Day will come, 
when aut of this dark World we . 


For Saturday Morming. 131 
fully aſcend to that beauteous Light: 
The Day will come, and it cannot be far 
off, when we fhall reſt for ever in the Bo-- ä 
ſom. of Blifſs. | # 
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" TAppieſt of all, O Lord, are they, 
II whoſe very Buſineſs is thy ſacred. 
Service : Who not only beſtow an inter-- 
rupted Glance, but ſteadily fix their Eyes 
on Thee : Who are devoted to the happy- 
Service of the Sanctuary, and Night and: 
Day dwell in thy Preſence: Who, not 
engag d in the Cares and Tumults of the 
World, ſpend their Time in Retirement 
and Devotion: If the Sun riſe, it finds 
them at their Maſter's work ; and when 
it ſets, leaves them at the ſame ſweet task; 
Every Place is a Church to ſuch conle-- - 
crated Souls, and every Day a holy Sab-- 
bath: Every Object is an Occaſion of. 
Piety, and every Accident an Exerciſe of 
Vertue. Do they behold the beauteous 
Stars, they preſently adore their great 
Creator: Do they look down on the fruit 
ful Earth, they inſtantly begin to praiſe 
his Bounty: Let War or Peace do what 
they will, and the inconſtant World reel 
up and down; they paſs through all with 3 
a ſerene Mind, and ſmoothly go on © ff | 
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132 For Saturday Morning: 
regular Courſe ; looking ſtill up to that 
glorious Life above, and entertaining this 
| 8 2 and labour to attain it: 
hen they depart ſometimes: from their 
proper Center, and forſake a while their 
belov'd Retirement; tis to approach and 
give Light to others, and lame ſome 
cold or lukewarm Hearts: While they are 
Abroad they are {till with Thee, and 
nothing can divide them from thy dear 
Preſence : When they return, ſtill Devout 
and Innocent, thou receiveſt them as fa- 
miliar Friends, and freely admit'ſt them 
to thy ſecret Sweetneſs : Thou giveſt them 
a Taſt from thine one full Board, and 
overfloweſt their Hearts -with the Wine 
of Gladneſs. Oiten they feel a little 
Beam from Heaven ſtrike gently, and fill 
their Breaſts with Light; oſten that gen- 
tle Light is kindled into a Flame, and 
chaſtly burns with pure Deſires: Deſires 
that ſtill mount up and aim at Thee, tie 
+ 1 Center of all their Hopes. 
Oh happy ſtate of the Reverend Clergy, 
who, empty of the World, are ſull of God! 
Such ſhall ſeldom fall, and quickly riſe, 
and make ſwift Advances in the Way to 
Heaven: They ſhall live in Purity, and 
die with Confidence, and go to ſing among 
the Quires of Angels. 


PETE 
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Gracious. and Eternal Wiſdom and' 
Goodneſs! Who ſeeſt and pitieſt the 
Infirmities of our Nature ſurrounded on 
every ſide with the worſt of Dangers, 
Temptations to Folly : O guide my ſteps 
in thy ſafe way ; order every chance to 
prevent n:y falling, and {till lead me on 
towards an happy end. Give me the Eye 
and Wing of an Eagle, to ſee my Danger 
at a Diſtance, and fly ſwiftly away from 
it, If I needs muſt engage my Enemy, and 
there be no Means left to Eſcape the En- 
counter, ſtrengthen me, O Lord, with thy 
All- owerful Grace, to perſevere with Cou- 
rage, to break through all that offers to 
divert or ſtop the Advance of my Love to 
to Thee alone, ſtrengthen me, that I may 
never be wanting in my Fidelity to Thee. 
Convince me, O bleſſed God, into this 
firm Judgment, and make my Memory 
faithfully retain it; whatever my Senſes. 
lay to deceive me, or the World to ob- 
(cure ſo beauteous a Truth: That thy ſelf 
alcne art our chiefeſt Good, and the Sight 
oithy Glory our ſupream Felicity. Give, 
me, O thou diſpenſer of all Things, give 
N | | me 
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134 For Saturday Morning. 
me in this World neither Poverty nor 
Riches, but feed me with Food conveni - 
ent for me, left perhaps being full, I be 
allur'd to deny Thee, and ſay, Who is 
the Lord ? Or compell'd by want, to 
Flatter or Steal, or Forſwear the Name of 
my God. Whatever my Lot be, aſſiſt me 
by thy Grace to ſubmit my Will intirely 
to thine : Aſſiſt me ſo to improve the 
Talents which thy Providence aſſigns 
me, that at the | giv Day of Account 
T may be receiv'd with thoſe precious 
Words, Well done good and faithful Ser- 
vant, enter thou into thy Maſter's Joy: 
Through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt the 
Mediator, | 1 


G'ory be to, &c. Amen. 
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TXT HY do we ſtill purſue this World, 


VV and ſo eagerly ſeek its fond En- 


joyments? A World of Vanity, and falſe. 


Deceits ; a World of Miſery, and many 
ſad Diſaſters ; whoſe Croſſes are folid, 


and Comforts empty; whole Sorrows are 


permanent, and Delights paſs quickly 


/ 


away: A World where the Innocent are 


often condemn'd with Shame, and the 
bold Guilty acquitted with Applauſe , 


2 


7 


where ſometimes the icked are advanc'd 
to Honour, and the Vertuous are oppreſt. 
with D ſgrace ; where Friends ſoon fall off, 


and Kindred forget, and every one minds 


his own private Intereſt, Yet are we 
taken with this crooked World, and 
blindly court its ugly painted Face. 
We make ſome ſordid Paſſion Miſtreſs 


of our Heart, and neglect the pure 
and amiable Love ot Jeſus ; 
_ neſs: to us gives all we have, 


can conceive, Thcu art, 


whole Good- 
whoſe _ 
Pertections in himſelf are more than we 
O glorious: 
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136 For Saturday Evening. 
1 ſu, the Beauty of Angels, and the ever- 
aſting Joy of all thy Saints. Thou art the 


Heaven of Heavens it ſelf, and in thy Sight 


alone is the Fulneſs of Bliſs. All this 


thou art, and infinitely more; and yet, 


alas! How few eſteem Thee! The World 
(we dearly know) too often has deceiy'd us; 
and our Raſhneſs takes no care not to be 
undone again. Thou never, O Jeſu, hat 


fail'd ur Hope, and our Dulneſs fears to 


rely on Thee. The World diſtracts and 


embroils our Spirits, and wretched we de- 


165 in our Miſery, Thou always, O Jeſu, 
fill'ſt our Hearts with Peace, and ſenſeleſs 


we are weary of thy Happineſs. The 


World calls, and we faint in eager follow- 
ing it; thou call'ſt, and we are ſtill re- 
lievd by Thee: Yet is our Nature fo un- 
gratefully perverſe; we run after that 


which tires, and abandon that whach re- 
fre es. Sometimes our Lips ſpeak glori- 


ouſly of Thee, O thon living Fountam of 
eternal Bliſs. Some happy Times we re- 
liſh thy Sweetne s, and decry aloud the 
Poy ſons of the World. But we are ſoon 
entic'd by its gilded Cup, and eaſily for- 


fake the Waters of Life, 


. MED. 
. * ö , ; 1 4 


and order all to the 
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A LL this is true, and yet the World 


is lov'd, and our Nature inclines to 
affect its Vanities. Tis lov'd, and ſo it 
juſtly deſerves to be, did we underſtand its 
real Value. Our Lite indeed ſeems trivial 


and mean, and all things about us. look 


troubleſome and dangerous: Yet, O my 
God, 1s their Conſequence excellent mn 
this; that they are our only Way of com- 
ing to Thee. This World, and this alone 
is the Womb that breeds us, and brings 
us forth to ſee thy Light. This is alone 
the proper Machine, wherein thy Hand 


has ſet our Lives; to learn the Art of 


managing it right, and wind up our 


ſelves to thy glorions Heaven. O that 
we had that happy Skill! How ſoon 
would every Thing help forward to ad- 


vance us! Whether we Eat or Drink, or 


whatever elſe an innocent Hand can un- 


dertake; if we regard our faithful End, 


: 111 t Wnprovement- of our 
Minds: They inſtantly change their ſecu- 


lar Name. and deſervedly are preferr'd to 


become Religious. Riches themſelves, 
and imperious Honour have not ſo per- 
verſe and fixt a Malice; but a prudent 
Ule converts them to Piety, and makes 

| = © oo OT 
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them fit Inſtruments of higheſt Bliſs. Our 
very Delights (O the Goodneſs of our 
God) may be temper'd with ſo wiſe an 
Alloy, that his Mercy accounts them as 
Parts of our Duty, and fails not to give 
them their full Reward; while they are 
entertain d for the Health of our Bodies, 
or the juſt Refreſnment of our wearied 
Spirits; and both our Bodies and Spirits 
conſtantly applv'd to gain new Degrees 
of the Love of Heaven. Thus, gracious 
Lord, every Moment of our Lives may 
ſtill be climbing up towards thee; thus 
may we ſtill proceed in thy Service, even 
then when we moſt of all ſerve our ſelves: 
And then indeed it is we belt ferve our 
ſelves, when we are buſieſt in what we 
call thy Service. Thou ſweetly vouch - 
fateſt to ſtile that thy Glory, which in 
very Truth is nothing but our Intereſt: 
Thou kindly complain ſt we Diſhonour thy 
* when we only miſchief our own 
| Oi 18. 


ME DIT A 40 N. III. 
"1 His Life indeed is the Way we muſt 


walk ; but this alone cannot bring 

us to our End, Ere we arrive at our ap- 
pointed Home, we muſt be led through 

the Gates of Death; where we ſhall ab 

ER. W 
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ſlutely be ſtrip'd of all we have; and carry 
nothing with us but what we are. Where 
we not only muſt quit the whole World, 
but leave behind us even part of ourſelves. 
Haſt thou, my Soul, ſeen ſome Neighbour 
die? And doſt thou remember thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances of Sorrow? We are ſure, the Caſe 
eer long will be our own ; and are not ſure 
but it may be very ſoon. Have we our 
ſelves been dangerouſly ſick, and do we re- 
member the Thoughts we had then? How 
we refolv'd to correct our Paſſions, and 


ſtrive againſt the Vices that particularly 


endanger us? It will come to this again; 
and no Reprieve ſhall be found to ſtay one 


ſingle Minute the Hand of Death: But he 


us away to the Region of Spirits; there t 

be rang' d in our proper Place; as the Courſe 
of our Life has qualified us here. Nor 18 
this all, to expire and die, and dwell — 


immediately will ſeize upon us, and I: | 
e 


Time in a State of Separation; we muſt 


expect another Day, a Day of publick Ac- 


counts and Reſtitution of all Things: 


When the Arch-Angel ſhonld found his 
Trumpet, and proclaim aloud his. uni ver- 
ſal Summons : Ariſe ye Dead and come to 
Judgment ; ariſe, appear before the Throne 
of God, Then ſhall the little Heaps of 


Duſt immediately awake, and every 


Soul 
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them he turns his glorious Face, and ſhines 


Soul put on again her proper Body; 
Immediately all the Children of Adam 
{ſhall be gathered together; from Hea- 
ven and Hell, and every Corner of the 
Earth. There they muſt ſtand, and all 
attend their Doom; but O with how ſad 
and fatal a Difference ! The Juſt ſhall look 


up with a chearful Confidence, and in 


their new white Robes triumph and ſing 
Allelyjah, Let us rejoice, for the Marri- 


age of the Lamb is come, and his Bride 


has prepar'd her ſelf: Let us rejoice, for 
the Kingdom of the World is made our 
Lords, and his Chriſts, and he ſnall 


Reign for ever and ever. Let us rejoice, 


for now our Redeemer is nigh; behold 


be comes quickly, and his. Reward is with 


him. Come, come, Lord Jeſu, t':ou long 
Deſire of our Hearts ; come quickly, thou 
full Delight ef our Souls: Come, and de- 


clare to all the World thy Glory; come, 


and reward before all the World thy Ser- 
vants. Lo, where aloft he comes in 
Power and Majeſty, attended with a train 


of innumerable Angels. Behold where 


he ſits enthron'd on the Wings of Cheru. 
bims, and takes-at once-a View of all 
Mankind. Soon he commands his Angels 
to ſever his Sheep, and gather them toge- 
ther on his Right Hand. Firſt then to 


upon 
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| For Saturda) Evening. A 
upon them, and ſays theſe raviſhing 
Words: Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 


poſſeſs the Kingdom prepared for you 


from the Beginning of the World. O 


the Joys their Souls ſhall feel, when thoſe 


heavenly Words ſound in their Ears; Joys 


that the Wit of Man cannot concei ve; 


Joys that the Tongues of Angels cannot 
expreſs, Let it ſuffice, themſelves ſhall 


| taſte their own Felicity, and feed on its 


{weetneſs for ever. But O, with what 


dejected Eyes and trembling Hearts ſhall 


the Wicked ſtand expecting their Judge! 


| What ſhall they dowhen, where-ever they 
look, their grieved Eye can meet with no- 


tuning but what will cauſe Deſpair ? Above 
the offended Judge ready to condemn 
them; below, the bottomleſs Pit gaping 
to devour them: Within, the Worm of 
Conſcience gnawing their Bowels, and 
round about them all the World is in 
Flames. What ſhall they do when that 
terrible Voice ſhall ſtrike them ſuddenly 
down to the Bottom of Hell ? Go you ac- 


curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for 


tne Devil and his Angels. The Day of 
Mamis paſt, when Sinners did what they 


pleaſed; and God ſeem'd to hold his Peace. 


Lis now the Day of God, when his 


Wrath ſhall ſpeak in Thunder, and Sin- 
ners {hall (ſuffer what their Wickedneſs 
l | deſerves. 
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deſerves. Then they ſhall ſink immediate. 


———— 
9 


— — — 1 


wrong 


ly into the Pit of Sorrow, and dwell in 


Parkneſs and Torments for ever. While 


the Juſt ſhall go up in Joy and Triumph, 
and reign with our Lord m his Kingdom 


for ever. Thus ſhall the whole Creation 
be finally diſpoſed, and Mercy and Juſtice 
divide the World. O my Soul! who now 
art here below, and readeſt theſe dread- 
ful Truths as things afar off: Know thou 
ſhalt be preſent, and fee them with thine 


Eyes, and be thy ſelf concern'd for all 
Eternity. Know, as thou liveſt, . thou art 
ſure to die; and as thou dieſt, thou art 
lure to be judged. Think what a fad 
Condition it will be to find thy ſelf on the 
Hand: Think what then thou 
would'ſt give to have repented in Time, 


Think what thou would'ſt give for a little 
Time to repent. Think on theſe Things, 


and now heartily repent, while yet a Mo- 
ment of Time is left thee. Improve this 
Moment about the neceſſary Work, becauſe 
thou canft not be aſſured of the Sncceffion 


of another. Watch now thy {elf continn- | 


ally, and continually pray; for we know 


not the Hour when the Son of Man will 
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Son of God and Man, who cameſt in 
| Mercy to ſave! O bring the ſame 
Mercy with Thee, when thou comeſt to 
Judge us. In the mean while aſſiſt me by 
| thy heavenly Grace, to ſtand-perpetnally i 
| with my Accounts prepared, that I may | 
die in the Peace of God and Communion of 5 
| his Church, and go to live with him, and 
that Part of his holy Church which is Trium- 
- MW phant. O bleſſed Jeſu! King of Cemency, 
| and great Rewarder of every little Grace 
| Thou, who by all we can do pretendeſt no 
| Gain, but beſtoweſt on us all that thy ſelf is 
| haſt done: Inſtruct my Gratitude to con- 
W ſccrateall to Thee, ſince all, by thy Boun- 
ty, will redound to thy ſelf. O thou who 
took {it upon Thee all our Frailty, to be- 
ſtow on us thine own Perfections. Teach 
| me to prize the Joys of Heaven, and part 
with all Things elſe to purchaſe Thee. O 
| let not the Flatteries of worldly Pleaſures 
| any more delude me, nor any ſuperfluous 


Cares perplex my Mind. O may my chief 
; Delight be to think of Thee, all my Study 
do come to the Enj yment of Thee. Let 
the Shortneſs and Vexation of all worlallxß 
Enjoyment ſo diſparage them to my Ap -- 
| d pPrehenſion, 
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prehenſions, that they may become le; 
tempting to me, and take the leſs Hold 
of my Heart. Make me thankfully ſenſi. 
ble of thy Mercy and Kindneſs to Man- 
kind, in mixing this World's Enjoyments 
with ſo much Trouble and Inconvenience; 
ſince we cannot attain Thee, the Heaven 
of Heavens, if we do not fix our ſelvez 
intirely upon Thee: Nor can we do this, 
if we are or may be ſatisfied with any 
thing beſide thy glorious Self, Thus has 
thy Wiſdom fitly qualified this Life, the 
preſent dark Womb of our Souls, ſo that 
by its own Uneaſineſs 1t will, with thy 
 Bleſling, the more eaſily diſpoſe them for 
a happy Birth into thy bleſſed Eternity: 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, 
who with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, | 


together is worſhiped and glorified, 


HYMN XIV. 


Ord, what a pleaſant Life were this, 


IL If all did well their Parts 
It all did cne another love 
Sincerely with their Hearts 


Amen, 


4 


-” 
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| No Suits of Law, no Noiſe of War 
Our quiet Minds would fright; 

No Fear to loſe; no Care to keep 
What juſtly is our Right. 


Noenvious Thought, no ſlandering Tongue 


| WH Would e're diſturb our Peace;  _ 
we ſhould help them, and they help us, 

a And all Unkindneſs ceafle, 

$ Pat the All-wiſe choſe other Laws, 

. And thought it better ſo; 


He made the World, and ſure he knows 
Y WH What's beſt with it to do. 


': Wl Tis for our Good, that all this III 
1 Is ſuffer d here below: 


lis to correct thoſe dangerous Sweets, 
That elſe would Poyſon grow. 
so Storms are rais' d to clear the Air, 
And chaſe dull Clouds away; 
So Weeds grow up to cure our Wounds, 
| And all our Pains allay. 


How often, Lord, do we miſtake, 

When we our Plots deſign! - — 
Rule thou hereafter thine own World, 
Only thy ſelf be mine. | 
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Or rather Lord, let me be Thine, 

Elſe I am not mine on; 

Give me thy ſelf, or take thou me, 
Undone if left alone. 


To thee, great God of Hea ven and Earth 1 
Each Knee for ever bow: 


May all thy bleſſed ſing above, 


And we adore below, 


Amen. 


j 
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| DEVOTIONS 


Every Day in the Week. © | 


e. 


THE AAN C ON D FART 


| MEDITATION I 
yz to our Lord a Pſalm of Toy, ſing 


Praiſes to the God of our Salvation: 
ll ing with a loud and chearful Voice, 
ung with a glad and thankful Heart: 


| Say to the weak of Spirit, Be ſtrong; 


lay to the Sorrowful, Be of good Com- 
tort. Tell all the World this Sou!-re= 
Vviving Truth, and may their Hearts leap 
: „ with 


ay to the ſtaggering Faith, be ftedfaſt; KB 
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within them to hear it: Tell them the 
Lord of Life is riſen again, and has 
cloath d himſelf with Immortal Glory: 
He made the Angels Meſſengers of his 
Victory, and vouchſafed even himſelf to 
bring us the happy News. How many 
Ways did thy condeſcending Mercy in- 
vent, O thou wiſe Contriver of all our 
Happineſs ! to convince thy Followers 
into this bleſt Belief, and ſettle in their 
Hearts a firm Ground of Hope: Thou 
appearedſt to the holy Women, in their 
Return from thy Sepulchre, and opened? 
their Eyes to know and adore Thee, 
Thou didſt purpoſely overtake in their 
Tourney two of thy Diſciples, that were 
dliſcourſing of Thee, and make their 
Hearts burn within them by thy Dif 
courſe, whilft thou didſt kindly expound 
to them the Things that related to Thee 
in all the Scriptures, and which by Thee 
had been fulfill d. Thou didſt ſhew thy 
ſelf on the Shore to thy Diſciples labou- 
ring at Sea, to intimate that they mult 
now leave that Fiſhing to became Fiſhers 
of Men: They laboured all Night in van, 
without the Bleſſing of their Maſter Jeſus. 
 Thoudift ſhew thy ſelf to them, and tel 
them plainly who Thou wert by thy Kind 
krown Token of a: beneficial M racle 


When the Doors of the Houſe were — 


11) ⁵ü!g;ů⸗ů Ge ii EET, 
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Thou who hadſt inſenſibly come in, didſt 
appear to give them Peace and Satis- 
faction; to ſatisfie them of thy Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, and of thy con- 
tinued tender Love to them: How didit 
Thou condeſcend to Eat before them, and 
invite them to touch thy Body! How 
didſt Thou ſweetly provoke the incredu- 
lous Thomas to thruſt his Hand into thy 
wounded Side! And thou haſt taken Oc- 
caſion from his Hardneſs to believe, to 
facilitate the Faith of thy Church in after- 
Ages. We bleſs Thee, O Lord, who haſt 
e. W fo ordered the Duties of our Faith, that 
ir the true Reports of Senſe may kelp us in 
re WM ſome of them, and do contradict us in 
none. How often, O gracious Lord, in 
. WW thoſe bleſſed 40 Days, did thy Charity 
d caſt to meet with thy Diſciples ! that 
ee thou mighteſt teach them {till ſome ex- 
ee cellent Truth, and imprint ſtill deeper 
thy Love in their Hearts: Diſcourſing 
perpetnally of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
uit WW and eſtabliſhing proper Means to bring 
us thither, At laſt when all thy glorious . 
Lask was perfectly finiſhed, and thy 

| Hour of departing from this Earth did 
| approach, Thou didſt tenderly gather thy 
Children about Thee, and in their full 
sight go up into Heaven, leaving thx 

deareſt Blefling on their Heads, and pro- 
0 H 3 miſing 


„„ d / / 


. 


150 For Sunday Morning. 
miſing a kind Comforter in thy Abſence. 
O how adoreable are thy Councils, 0 
Lord! How ſtrangely endearing the Ways 
of thy Love! Say now, my Soul, is not 
this Evidence clear enough to anſwer all 
cur darkeſt Doubts ? Is not this Hope a- 
bundantly ſufficient to ſweeten all our bit- 
tereſt Sorrows # What tho' we mourn and 
be afflicted here, and ſigh under the Mi- 
ſeries of the World for a 'Time ? We may 
be ſure that our Tears ſhall one Day be 
turned into Joy, and that Joy none {hall 
be able to take from us. What tho' our 
Bodies be crumbled into Duſt, and that 
Buſt ſhould be blown about over the Face 
of the whole World ? Yet we undoubtedly 
know that our Redeemer lives, and ſhall FF 
appear in Brightneſs at the laſt great Day, 
He ſhall appear in the midf of all the nu- 
merous Hoſts of Angels, and before him 
ſhall be brought all Nations: Then with 
theſe Eyes which now read of him, we 
ſhall fee him; we ſhall fee him in whom 
we have ſo long believ'd ; we ſhall find 
him whom we have ſo often fought : In 
our full and final Redemption, we ſhall find 
him a faithful and mighty Redeemer : 
We ſhall poſſeſs him whom our Souls have 
loved, and be united to him for ever, wh 
is the only End of our Being. 
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HYMN XV. 


Wake, my Soul, riſe from this Beds 

Of dull and ſlag mggith Earth; 
Head, 

And ſee thy Lord's new Birth. 


Once did he come, 0 bleſſed Pe! 
Born of a Virgin Womb; 


Loe, now he comes (and fall for cheek; 
Sprung from a Virgin Tomb. 


Incireled round with Stars; 
Which all from him receive their Licht: 
And from his glorious Scars. 


And thus as be his Progreſs makes 
Up to his Heaven again, 


And follows in his Train. 


Thus altogether they aſcend, 
Till at Heav n's Gate they come, 

Where wondring Angels do attend, 
To bid them welcome home. 


The Angels know again "their King, 
And ſoon his Call obey ; | | 
All the glad Quires come forth to ſing, . ll 
And crown with Mirth the Day. i 

H 4 Come: 
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Come thou, my Soul, let us rejoice, 
Us too, our Conſort bring 

Up to high Heav'n let's lift our Voice, 
And with the Angels ſing. 

Glory and Honour, Power and Praiſe 

Io the myſterious Three; 

As at the firſt Beginning was, 
May now and ever be. 


MEDITATION IL 


Aile thy Head, O my Soul! and look 

up, and behol1 the Glory of thy 
crucified Saviour. He that was dead, and 
laid in the Grave low enough to prove him- 
ſelf Man; He is riſen again, and aſcended 
into Heaven, and is in Exaltation high 
enough to prove himſelf God. He aroſe, 
and made the Light his Garment, and 
commanded the Clouds to be the Chariot 


of his Triumph. The Gates of Heaven 


obey'd their Lord, and the everlaſting 
Doors open'd to the King of Glory. En- 
ter bright King, thy glorious Palace, at- 
tended with thy ſhining Angels; enter 
with the glad Train of thy new deliver 
Captives, the firſt Fruits of thy Victory, 
and the Earneſts of more. Enter and re· 
poſſeſs thy ancient Throne, and , 


For Sunday Morning. 153 
at the Right Hand of thy Father 
every Knee bow low at thy exalted 


F ane and every Tongue . confeſs thy 
Glory. May all created Nature adore thy 
| Power, and the Church of thy Redeemed 


Frult in thy Goodneſs. Whom have we 


Heaven but Thee, O Lord, who didſt 
expreſly go thither to make Way for thy 


Followers? What have we on Earth that 
yields us any Comfort and Delight, but our 
Hope by following Thee to arrive at laſt 
where Thou art gone before us? And 
worth our while, O Lord, it is to follow 
Thee in the greateſt Labour of doing well, 
and in Patience under the greateſt Adver- 
ities ; ſince the End of all is, that where 
thou art we ſhall be. We ſhall be there, 
and ſhall be like Thee; for we ſhall fee 
Thee as Thou art: We ſhall be exalted. 
and glorified, "aps reſt from our Labours. 
O glorious Jeſu, our Strength and our Joy, 


| and the Immortal Life of our Souls. Thou 


art worthy to be the principal Subject of 
our Studies, and the daily Entertainment 


of our moſt ſerious Thoughts. 


MEDITATION II. 


WAY mighty Cauſe, O God, haſt 
Thou given poor Mankind to re- 


joice and praiſe Thee, in that Thou haſt | 


H 5 = railed 


raiſed our Saviour from the Gray Hs 
died for our Sins, and roſe 6 We 
Juſtification.. In this we ſee. a full Satis 
faction made for our Sins by his Deaths 
Hereby he ever lives to make Interceſhog/ 
for us Sinners. O let all the World re. 
Joice in the Victory and Triumph of on 
Lord, over all the Enemies of our Salva- 
tion. I bleſs thee, O my Saviour, for thy 
Death, and I praile and adore thee for thy 
Reſurrection : The one, a Work of inf - 
nite condefcendins Mercy ; the other of 
infinite Power: And now, my Soul, how | 
art thou conformable to thy kind Lord, if 
when He is riſen, thou lie dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins? If thou be not riſen with 
Chriſt to a new and ſpiritual Life, cer- 
tainly thou art none of his. Will he not 
draw all his own. thus after him? Will 
he ſuffer any of them to lie entangled in 
earthly Deſires? If he has not drawn thy 
Heart from the World, and from thy ſelf, 
and made thee value him moſt, and delight 
to: run the Way of his Commandments ; 
_ thou haſt no Part inhim. And if thou be 
riſen with Chriſt, thon ſhould'ſt ſeek thole 


Things which are above. Why ſhould our 


Hearts dwell on Earth, when the beſt Tres: 
ſure of our Hearts is return d to Heaven 4 
ſince cur glorifiel Jeſus is aſcended above, 
to; prepare: us: a: Place in his own King. 


U 


Glories. It is fit that with 3 


dom ? A Place of Reſt and ſecure 
Peace, where we ſhall ſee, and praiſe, and 
adore him for ever; a Place ot Joy and 


everlaſting Fruition, where we ſhall love, 
and poſſeſs, and delight in him tor ever 
O happy we, and our poor Souls, if once 


admitted to that bliſsful Viſion ! If once 


thoſe heavenly Portals unfold their Gates, 
and let us into the Joys of our Lord; how w- 


will our Spirits be raviſh'd within them-- 
ſelves, to reflect on the Fulneſs of their 
own Beatitude! How ſhall we all rejoice- 


more in the infinitely greater Felicity of 


God! O Heaven, towards Thee it is meet 


that we frequently lift up craving Eyes, 
and with out- ſtretched Hands reach at thy 


: 
7 

>. 

_ 


Hearts we often ſay, When, O when ſha 


we behold that incomparable Light with: 


waich our exalted Saviour is cloathed, as: 


with a Garment ! That Glory which illu- 


mates the Eyes of Angels, and eternally 
renews the Youth of immortalized Saints. 


hat Light is thy very ſelf, O Lord our 
Coch whom we ſhall there ſee Face to- 


Face; whom we ſhall there know as we 
are known. In thy Light we thall ſee 
Light. 7 5 5 


E 


N "= 
y The 


in one another's Felicity; but infinitely | 


#& 
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| Divine, Immenſe, Original Light! 
ne thou perpetually in our Eyes, 
that thy Brightneis may for ever darken 
all the falſe Luſtre of this World. 0 
Light! that delighteſt to diffuſe and com- 
municate thy ſelf, ſhed ſo many of thy 
powerful Beams into ourHearts,as that thy 
Heat may burn up altother Deſires. Make 
us burn continually with the pure Love 
of thee, and let that refining Fire purge 
us from the Love of this World. Let th 
Light ſhine in eur Hearts, and be a Guide 
to our Ways, till we be called from this 
Vale of Darkneſs, into the glorious Pre. 
fence of the living God: To ſee him that 
made the Heavens and the Earth, and 
gave to all Things their Luſtre and Beau- 
ty: To ſee him that firft gave us our Be- 
ing, then govern'd us in our Way, and 
brought us to ſo bleſſed an End. Mean 
while, O gloriou. Jeſu, thou are the Foun- 
dation and Finiſher of all our Hopes, do 
thou make us entertain our Life with the 
Comfort of this Hope, and our Hope with 
the Aſſurance of thy Promiſes, Let the 
Friump"s and Glories ever ſhine, in our 
Eyes, to animate our Labours, and com- 
fort our Sufferings. Let then ES 
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Faith in this comfortable Point, that if we 
are thy faithful Followers in this Life, we 
ſhall hereafter be Partakers in thy Glory. 
Make us alſo, Lord, every Day more per- 
fectly underſtand our own great Duty, and 
thine infinite Love. Make us, eſpecially 
on this thy Day, meditate the Advance- 
ment of thy Glory, and invite all the 
World to ſing thy deſerved Praiſes. In- 
ſpire our Hearts, O Lord, with ſuch loving 
Wiſhes as theſe. Praile our Lord, O you 
holy Angels! Pratſe him, O you happy 
Saints! Let all the faithful Souls departed 
from this Life by his Grace, ever praiſe 
him. Let the Living on Earth, who ſub- 
fit by his Mercy, praiſe him. Let one 
Generation after another carry on the Du- 
ty of Praiſe, till Generations ſhall be no 
| more, and ſay, h 


5 5 gab FP ® A A I Mt 


= @Qlory be to the Father, and ty the Sou, 
5 | | and tn the Holy Ghoſt; . | 
: As it was in the Beginning, is now, and 
| ever ſhall be, World without End. 
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EDI TATION E 
u, how haſt thou diſturbed and 


confounded this our miſerable World! 

Before Sin enter'd, nothing but Happineſs 
dwelt here. Sin has diſorder'd the Nature 
of Mankind, and of every thing elſe. The | 
Righteous Vengeance of God has laid a 
deſerved Curſe upon the whole Creation: 
Now is unhappy Man born to Trou- 
ble, as the Sparks of Fire are to fly up- 
ward. Poor Mankind! This 1s not the 
Place of thy Reſt, becauſe thy Sin hasdefiled 
it. Tacu art liable to receive Hurt M 
Trouble from all Things here below; 
thou canſt never be happy till thou art 
tranflated into Heaven. Heaven only is 
the Place of true and laſting Joy, the 
Place of Eaſe, and ſecure Reſt. Who will 
give my weary Soul the Wings of 2 
Dove, that I may fly away, and be at 
Reſt? That I may leave this dangerous, 
dark, uncomfortable, vexations World: 
That I may flee away from the Troubles 
of this Life, and be at Reſt, dear Lon, 
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with Thee. Here we, alzs, are forced to- 

% utter many a deep Sigh, to bear with 
| Grief the Burthen of weighty Miſeries: 
Often we encounter Chances that endanger 
us, and divert our Progreſs in the Way of 
Bliſs: often we are aſſaulted with Temp- 
tations that over-come us, and ſet us back 
in the Accounts of Eternity. How many 
times, Omy Soul, have weplainly concluded 
L that this Earth affords no real Joy. When: 


$ we have obſerved by our own Experience, 
; or by the Carriage of others, that the En- 
© W joyment never performs that which the 
a Expectation promiſes. How many Times 
5 have we fully agreed that Heaven alone 
4 is the Place of Happineſs, when we have 


| fcund all Places and Conditions here en- 
i cumbred with Vanity and Vexation ? yet 


1 the'e falſe Allurements do againfand again 
WW deceive us, and ſeduce our Hearts to dote 


on Folly. We have found that which glit- 
it terd Iike Gold to be but Droſs, and yet 
we are caught again with ſoinething elle 
that glitters, Thus do we, fooliſh and un- 
conſtant Creatures, forget our wiſeſt R? 
ſolves and the mean while we negle& our 
true Felicity. My Soul to be wile and 
happy thou muſt only thirſt and ſigh after 
thy God: He is tie living Fountain of the 
true Rivers of Pleaſure. Thou muſt de- 
Piſe all other Delights, and ſet thy Af „ 
5 fections 
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fections entirely on the Joys which the 


bliſsful Enjoyment of him affords. No. 
thing can ever ſatisfy thy Deſires but He, 
and He alone can do this, O then ſeek 
Nothing ſo much as him; ſeek Nothin 

be {ure that ſtands in Competition with 
Him. To ſeek him is to ſave thy ſelf, for 
thou ſhalt find Him: But by ſeeking o- 
ther Things in Neglect of him, thou wilt 
loſe Him, and thy ſelf, and them. No- 
thing but Labour, Diſquiet and Unreſt, 
will attend thy ſeeking other Things, and 


the Enjoyment of them will not render 
thee free from thoſe, | TS 


MEDITATION. II. 


IF my gracious God afford me but the 
| Innocence of the Dove, I ſhall need 
none of its Wings: If my Soul, Lord, be 
ill'd with thy mild Spirit, Heaven it 


elf will dwell in my Heart. Tis on the 


Proud thou look'ſt afar off, but inclineſt 
thine Ear to the Humble and Meek. 
Thoſe who delight in the Peace of a con- 
tented Mind, and limit their Thoughts 
to their own little Sphere: Who never in- 
termeddle with the Actions of others, 
unleſs where Juſtice or Charity to Men, 
or Piety to God does engage them: Whole 
lov'd Enjoyment is to fit in Silence, 5 

1 5 | TD 1 . medi- 


f 


e 
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| meditate on the Happineſs that they ex | 


pect hereafter ; to contemplate the Joys ol 
Saints and Angels, and the bliſsful Face of 
our glorify'd Jeſus. O how ſecure and 


| ſweetly do they ſleep, who go to Bed 


with a: quiet Conſcience! Who after a 
Day of honeſt and painful Induſtry, in a 
Courſe of Juſt and pious Living, lay down 


| their wearied Heads in Peace, and ſafely 


reſt in the Boſom of Providence. If they _ 
awake, their Conſcience comforts them 
in the Dark, and' bids them not fear the 
the Shadow of Death ; no nor even Death 


it ſelf, but confidently look up and long 


for the Dawn of that Eternal Day that ſuc- 
ceeds it. This too, my Soul, ſhould be 


| our Care, to note, and cenſure, and correct 
our ſelves: To ftrive for Maſtery over 
| our Paſſions that moleſt us, and diſmiſs 


from our Thoughts what does no way 
concern us. Are not our own Occaſions 
Buſineſs enough to fill as much Time asthis 
Life deſerves? Does not the other at leaſt 
deſerve every Minute of Leiſure that we 


can {pare from this? Let then the world- 


ly Men purſue their fancy'd Liberties, and 
ſay and do as they think fit: What's that 


to thee, my Soul! who ſhalt not anſwer 
for others, unleſs thou ſome Way make 


their Faults thine own. Thy Pity may 
give, and thy Charity endeavour; * = 
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if they will not hear, follow thou thy Gol 


Follow the Way that leads to Truth, fo]. 
low the Truth that leads to Life: Follow 


dhe Steps of thy beloved Jeſus, who alone 


is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Fol- 
low his Holineſs in what he did, follow his 
Patience in what he ſuffer'd. Follow him 
that calls thee with a thouſand bounteous 
Promiſes; kindly condeſcending to invite, 
when he might only command ; and who 
will crown thoſe that follow him, with un- 
conceivable Rewards. Follow thy faith- 
ful Lord, O my Soul, to the end, and thou 
may {t be fare in the end to enjoy him for 
ever. a | 


MEDITATION, 11. 


Heart, and you ſhall find Reſt to your 
Souls. Thou, Lord, wer't wonderouſly 
meek, a glorious Pattern of Humility and 


Patience; and in that Meekneſs and Pati- 


ence didſt always poſſeſs a well compos d 
Soul: A Mind regular in all its Motions, 
always eaſy to its ſelf, and always ready 
to do the Will of Him that ſent thee : 
Meekneſs of Spirit is indeed to us the 
Heaven of this Life; but the Heaven of 

Heavens, O Lord, is above with Thee. 


Toes "oe. - ets. a. a 4 i. Jon. IS 


4 of me, ſays our kind and wiſe 
Maſter, for I am meek and humble of 


3 ; 
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Meekneſs may qualify our Miſeries here, 
and make the tedious time of this Life 
| pals the gentlier away : It fortifies the 
8 compoſed Spirit to bear the preſent Bur- 
dens: But to be fully happy we muſt ſtay 
till hereafter, when all Burdens ſhall be re- 
mov'd, till thy Merey bring us to our laſt 
great End: That glorions End for which 
© cur Souls are made, and all Things elſe to 
| ſerve them in their Way. It is not to 
ſport away our Time in Pleaſures, that 
Thcu, O Lord, haſt plac'd us here on 

W Farth : Tis not to gain a fair Eſtate, that 
thy Kindne(s fill 13 our Days: But 
to do Goed to our ſelves and others, and to 
glorifie Thee in a wiſe Improvement, and 


d. 
K 


Ov F 5 


regular Uſe of thy Creatures, to encreſe | 


every Day our longing Deſires of behold- 
ing Thee in thine own bright Self. By the 
| Goodneſs of thy Creatures we ſhould be 


Thee, becauſe thou haſt all that Goodneſs in 
thy Self: By the Defect and Inſufficiency 
of the Creatures, we ſhould increaſe our 
Deſire of thy ſelf, becauſe Thou haſt that 
Coodneſs which they want. 3 


PETE 


inflam'd with greater Longings towards 
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\ Thou who art the victorious Con: 
queror of Sin and Death; we, weak 
Combatants, beſeech Thee to aſſiſt us in 
our dangerous Warfare. Aſſiſt us againſt 
the Rebellions of our Paſſions; ſtill Thou 
quickly all the Tumults which the Occur- 
rences of this World begin to raiſe in our 
Souls! O Thou the Fountain, as well as 
Pattern of Meekneſs, poſſeſs our Souls 
with this excellent Vertue; that our 
Minds may never be diſcompos'd, that our 
Tongues. may not break forth into violent 
Expreſſions, nor our Hands inte any raſh 
injurious Actions. Let us be calm and re. 
gular within, however Irregular and full 
of Confuſion the World be without us. 0 
thou bleſſed Spirit, the only ſure Comfor- 
ter, the benign Refreſher of diſtreſſel 
Spirits, grant us thy Joys and Conlola- 
tions to relieve us in this tedious Pil. 
Brumage : Let our Souls feel only the 
iweet Impulſes of divine Hope and Cha. 
rity. O glorious and chiefeſt Good! 
_ whoſe infinite Sweetneſs provokes and la- Wl 
tisfies all our Appetites; may my entire i 
Alffections delight in Thee above all the 
Vain Enjoyments of the World: Above 
all Praiſe and empty Honour, * 4 i: 
eau 
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Beauty and fading Pleaſure, above Health 
-and all deceitful Riches, above all Power 
and ſubtileſt Knowledge, above even all 
dat thy own Bounty can give, and what - 
ever is not thy very Self! O may my 
wearied Soul repoſe in Thee, the Home and | 
Centre of eternal Reſt! May I forget my | 
| {elf to think on Thee, and fill my Memo- | 
ry k with the Wonders of thy Love: That 
infinite Love which when my Thoughts 
conſider, not as they ought, alas! but as I 
am able! the Good or IIls of this World 
loſe their Names, and yield not either Re= |} 
lim or Diſtaſte. O my adored Jeſus! Let | 
me love Thee always, becauſe from Eter= | 
W nity Thou haſt loved me: Let me love 
W Thee above all Creatures, becauſe thou haſt. 
iov'd Mankind more than any beſides. O 
let me love Thee only, gracious God! be- 
8 cauſe Thou alone deſerveſt all my. Heart. 
| Always, and only let me love Thee, dear 
Lord! ſince always my Hope is only in 
Thee. | | | Amen. 
_HYMN XVI. 
3- I) ar Jeſu, when, when ſhall it bs, 
W 1 _/ ThatInomoreſhall break with Thee; 


W When will this War of Paſſions ceaſe, 
e Wi let my Soul enjoy thy Peace! 


Here 
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. Here I repent, and ſin again . 
Now I revive and now am ſlain; 

dlain with the ſame unhappy Dart, 
Which, O! too often wounds my Heart. 


When, deareſt Lord, when ſhall I be 
- AGarden ſeal'd to all but Thee? 
No more expos'd, no more undone, 
But live, and grow to Thee alone, 


Tis not alas on this low Earth, 
That ſuch pure Flowers can find a Birth; 
. 88 Only they ſpring above the Skies, 
Where none can live till here he dies, 
1-4 Then let me die that I may go. 
And dwell where thoſe bright Lillies grow; Wl 
Where thoſe bleſt Plants of glory riſe, MMF - 
And make a ſafer Paradiſe. ' 8 


4 


No dangerous Fruit, no tempting Eve, 
No crafty Serpent to dece ive 
Fut we like Gods indeed ſhall be; 
O let me die, that Life to ſe. 


Thus ſays my Song: But does my Heart 
Join with the Words, and ſing its Part“ 
Am I fo thorough-wile to chuſe ö 
| The other World and this refuſe? I 


- 
4 „ 
we 
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vy ſhould I not? What do I find, 
hat fully here contents my Mind? 
| What is this Meat, and Drink, and Sleep, 
That ſuch poor things from Heaven ſhould 
Ws. FF _ 


| What is this Honour, or great Place 
W Or Bag of Money, or fair Face? 
8 \hat's all the World, that thus we ſhould 
Still long to live with Fleſh and Blood? 


Fear not, my Soul! ſtand to the Word, 
Which thou haſt ſung to thy dear Lord : + 
Let but thy Love be firm and true: 
And with more Heat thy Wiſh renew. 
8 © may this dying Life make haſte 
To die into true Lite at laſt : | 
No hope have J to live before; 
But then to live, and die no more. 


Great ever- living God: to Thee, 

nin Elience One, in Perſons Three, 
May all thy Works their Tribute bring, 
7 And every Age thy Glary ling; © * 2 
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me tet: us meditate the Praiſes of 
4 our God, and joyfully recite his di- 
vine Periections: His Being is of himſelf 
alone, and no Dependance his Eternal EI. 
ſence knows: His Knowledge fathoms the 
vaſt Extent of all things; and with his 
Power he commands and diſpoſes them as 
© he pleaſes: His Goodneſs is ſupreamly in- 
fini e, and all his glorious Attributes 
tranſcendently - adorable, Come, let us 
meditate the Praiſes of our God, and joy- 
fully recite his divine Perfections: He is 
the Source of all Felicity, eternally full of 
his own unchangeable Bliſs; before Time 
began, he was; and when the Sun mult 
loſe its Light, his bright Day will remain 
the ſame for ever: The Heaven of Hes 
vens is the Palace of his Glory, andall 
created Nature the Subject of his Domi 
nion: In his Preſence the brighteft Sera. 
Phims cover their Faces, and all the ble. 
- fed Spirits bow down their Heads to his 
Foot ſtool, It is the loy'd Imployment g 
14 VI thols 


thoſe Spirits, to ſing aloud the eminent 
Prerogatives of their God and ours; let 


glorious and dreadful Deity, how dare we 
| Wretches undertake thy Praiſe! How dare 
our Sin-polluted Lips pronounce thy 
BB Name? Or where {hall we ſeek Expreſſi- 
ons fit for thee? All we can ſay is nothing 


Eon think, but a faint Shadow of thy un- 
©. WI conceivable Beauties: Even the Voice of 
Angels is too low to reach thy Worth, and 
their higheſt Strains fall infinitely ſhort 
18 | . 5 1 y 

of Thee, Only in this ſhall the Servants. 
rejoice, and all the Powers of our *ouls 


4 be glad, that thy ſelf alone art thy full 
ve Praiſe; that all thy Works, meer in 

„what they are, do praiſe thee: Thou haſt 
\" WY magnified thy felt in making the Crea. 


tures. The boundleſs Ocean of Being would 
not contain his Streams, but overflow d up- 
on pure Nothing, and out of Nothing a 
beauteous World appear d. Be to thy felf, 
O great Creator, thine own Glory, as thou 
haſt made all Things for thy ſel Live, 
Pur great God, . eternally encompaſt with 
e Beams of thine own inacceſlible Light: 
Le, our ador'd Creator, and reign for 
er on the Throne of thine immortal 
ingdom. „ 75 


7 * 
2 
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us then firetch our utmoſt Thoughts tod 
exalt the divine Greatneſs. But, Omoſt - 


to thy unſpeakable: Excellencies; all we 


* 
9 * 8 ; : 
» : ” 
2 4 P 
2 4 g LOR 
* y . £ 
Key 7 * — . 8 * a 
© 4 © Y 
* * — 
* *#& we. 4 ; 


270 For Monday Morning. 


1 FA Blerve, my Soul, how every Thing 

' MX, FConſentsto ſerve our bounteous King: 
Each Creature double Tribute pays, 
Sings firſt its Part, and then obeys. 


Birds, Nature chief and ſweeteſt Quire, 
Him with their chearful Notes admire, 

Chanting out every Day their Lauds | 

While the glad Grove their Song applauds. 


And though their Voices lower be 
Yet Streams have too their Melody; 
All Night, all Day, they warbling run, 
They never pauſe, but ſtill ſing on. 


All the fine Flowers that gild the Spring, 
To this Praiſe their ſtill Muſick bring: 
If kind Heav'n bleſs them, thankful they 
Will ſmell more ſweet, and look more gay. 


Only Mankind can ſcarce afford 

This eaſy Homage to our Lord: 

We, on whom his large Bounty flows, 
Gives all we have, yet nothing owes, 


5 Awake for Shame, my ſluggiſh Heart, 
1 Rouſe thee, and gladly ſing thy Part: 
. al 7 amp of theſe Birds, and Beaſts, and Flow 15 
HN thou ſhouldſt uſe thy nobler he * | 
7 Inuit. 
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| Invite whole Nature 4 thine Aid, 
Since it was he whole Nature made; 
Join all in one eternal Song, 

| Who to one Author all belong, 


Say, live for ever, glorious Lord Pref, 
Live by all thy great Works ador'd : _ 

| Thou One in Three, and Three in One, 
All we thrice bow to thee alone. Amen. 


MEDITATION Hl. 


OO glorious art Thou, O Lord, in 
1 thy ſelf, and thy direct Ray ſhines 
too bright for our Eyes: Yet we may ven- 
ture to praiſe Thee in thy Works, and 
| contemplate Thee at leaſt reflected from 
thy Creatures: In them we may ſafely be- 
hold our Almighty Maker, and freely ad- 
mie the Magnificence of our God: Hea- 
ven and Earth are full of his Greatneſs, 
Heaven and Earth were created by his 
Power: From him did all the Hoſts of _ 
[Angels receive their Being, from him 
they have the Honour to worſhip in his 
Preſence. He kindled Warmth and Bright- 
dels in the Sun; and beauteouſly garniſh'd 
tne Firmament with Stars: He ff read the 
I, and ſtor d it with - Flocks of Birds; he 
ther d the Waters, and repleniſh'd them "i 
—_ << 2 _  wuuthg. X 
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with Shoals of Fiſhes : He eſtabliſh'd the 
Earth on a firm Foundation; and richly a. 
.dorn'd it with innumerable Varieties. E. 
very Element is fill'd with his Bleſſings, 
and all the World with his liberal Mira- 
cles; He ſpake the Word, and they were 
made; He commands, and they are ſtill 
Preſervd; He governs their Motions in 
perfect Order, diſtributes to each his pro- 


vaſt Machine, a ſpacious Theatre of his 
-own unlimited Greatneſs. O glorious Ar- 
chitect of univerſal Nature, who diſpoſeth 
all Things in Number, Weight and Mea. 
ſure! How does thy Wiſdom engage us to 
admire thee! How does thy Goodnels o- 
blige us to love thee! How. does thy 
Greatneſs and ſupream Excellency com- 
mand us to reverence and ſtand in awed 
thee! Not for themſelves alone, O gra. 
cCious Cod, did thy Hand produce tho 
happy Spirits above, but partly to te. 
ceive in Charge thy little Flock, and 
watch them in this Wilderne's till th 
gathereſt them to Folds of Bliſs, Not i fi 
themſelves at all, O bounteous Lol, 
were the reſt of this huge Creation frams 


= but to ſuſtain our Lives in the Way, and 


carry us on to our eternal Home. 0 10 
Scul, do thou firſt praiſe him for thy {ell 
ard the excellent Powers that he als | 


. % > 
E Lo — 
4 1 


per Office, contriving the whole into one 
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ven thee, and employk all thy Powers in 
his excellent Service: Praiſe him next for 
all his Gifts, but infinitely above all ſtill 

raluè the Gi ver. Let every Bleſſing be a 
Motive of thy Gratitude, and every Crea- 
tire a Step of Approach towards God : So 
wilt thou faithfully obſerve their End, and 

Fappily- arrive at thine own : Thou wilt: 
uſe them only to ſuſtain and comfort thee 


ea little here, and they will not hinder thy 

8 voul's Preparation for Heaven. And when 

. thon art become full ripe for thy Tranſla- 

n WF ion hence, the kind Angels {hall conduct. 

2 WW thee into the Divine Preſence, 5 

{0 | | 3 6 

om MEDITATION III. 
m- LI OW admirable is thy Name, O Lord. 
« over all the Earth! How wile and. 
. gracious the Counſels of thy Provi- 

de dence! After thou hadſt thus prepar'd. 

fe. the World, as an Houſe ready arniſd : 


n tor Men to inhabit ; thy mighty Hand 

fram'd our Bodies of the Duft, and built 

oy them in a Shape of Uſe and Beau'y :- 

ord | Thou didſt breath into us the Spirit of 

no Lite, and fit us with Faculties propor- 
an tion'd to our End: Thou gaveſt us a Shul © 
| to govern our Bodies, and Reaſon to com 
mand in our Soul: Thou didſt reveal a 


- 


NE 


— 
— 
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Law for the Improvement of our Reaſon, 
and enableſt us by thy Grace to obſerye 
that Law : Thou mad us Lords over all 
thy Creatures, but little inferiour to thy 

glorious Angels: Thou compelleſt whole 
Nature to ſerve us without Reward, aud 
invitedſt us to love thee for our own Hap- 
pineſs: Thou deſignedſt us an Age of pure 
Delights in that ſweet and fruitful Gar- 
den; where, having led a long and plea- 
fant Life, thou promiſedſt to tranſplant 
us to thine own Paradiſe. All this Thou 
didſt, O gloricus God, the ſull Poſſeſſor of 
univerſal Bliſs! Not for any Need thou 
hadſt of us, or the leaſt" Advantage thon 
couldſt derive from our Being: All this 
thou didſt, O infinite Goodnels, the libe- 

ral Beſtower of all that we poſſeſs! Not 
for any Merit, alas! of ours, or for the 
leaſt Motive we could offer to induce thee; 

but for thine own exceſſive Charity, and 
the meer Inclination of thine own rich 
Nature; that empty, we might receive 
ef thy Fullnels, and be Pas of thy 
_ over-flowing Bounty: So ſheds the gene- 
rous Sun his Beams, and freely ſcatters 
them on every Side, gilding all the World 
with his bezuteons Light, and kindly 
cheriſhing it with his fruitful Heat: 
And ſo doſt Thou, and infinitely 
more, O thou God of infinite my 
| | el 
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For Monday Morning 1775 
perfections! So we confeſs thou doſt to 
us; but we, what Return have we made 
to Thee? Have we conſider d well the: . 
End of our Being, and faithſully com- 
ply'd with thy Parpole to fave us? Ah 
wretched we! We neglect thy holy Rules, 
and govern our Actions by Chance and 


Humour. We quite forget eur God that 


made us; and fill our Heads with Thoughts 
that nndo us. This is the only Praiſe 
thou expecteſt from us, and the whole 
Honour thou requireſt of thy Creatures, 


| That, by obſerving the Orders thou ap- 
pointeſt here, in this lower Region of Mo- 
tion and Change, we may all grow up to 


be happy hereafter, in that State of Per- 
manency and eternal Reſt above, 


PETITIONS. 


i O Lord, the merciful and gracious God, 7, 


I poor Sinner humbly beſeech Thee 


to pardon all my paſt Ingratitude, all my 


Neglect and Forget fulneſs of Thee; and 
mercifully do thou direct my Time to 
come. Teach me wherein I have done 
amils, and have omitted my Duty, and in- 
able me to practiſe a ſincere Repentance 
and Amendment. Teach every Paſſage 


1 of my yet remaining Life to expreſs the 
| Acknowledgments due to Thee, and to thy 


Lk Mercies, 
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Mercies. O infinite and perfect Being 
Make me to know and adore Thee; to a. 


ſcribe all Excellency and Perfection to 
Thee. So guide thou my Thoughts and 


Words, that neither of them may at any 


Time impute what is unworthy of Thee. 


Make me ever humbly to adore thy infi- 


riv'd, independent and unchangeable. 


nite Fulneſs of Being, a Fulneſs unde- 


Make me often to think, and fully believe, | 
that there is none beſide Thee like unto 


Thee, and always to aſcribe unſearchable 
Greatneſs, Give me too, O bounteous 


Lord, I pray, among thy other Gifts, a 


large Senſe of thy immenſe Liberality to 
Mankind, that I may fitly acknowledge 
and praiſe thy bounteous Mercy. Give to 
allMankind a fit and grateful Senſe of thy 
Mercies ; that the People every where 
with one Conſent may confeſs and praile 


Thee, that one Generation may praiſe thy 
Name to another, and thankfully talk of 
all thy wondrous Mercies. O that Men 


would praiſe the Lord for his Goodnels, 
and for his wonderful Works to the Chik 
dren of Men! O make our Senſes ſubject 
to our Reaſro and our Reaſon entirely 
obedient to Lee. Make ns always in 
uſing thy Creatures, to take their Service 
as Admonition and Obligation to mind 
our Duty to thy Self. Teach Thou 
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us, that all Things in this World ought 
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For Monday Morning. 1577 


to praite Thee by the Tongues and Hearts 
of Men; whom thou haſt not only made 


capable to know their Goodneſs, but haſt 
allo given leave to enjoy their Uleful- 


neſs. O make the whole Creation con- 
{pire to thine Honour, and all that depend 
on Thee join together in thy Praiſe. 
Mercitully carry on the whole Creation 
to its End. Order thy Creatures about us 
to attain their End in ſerving us, and ſo 
Order us that we may attain Ours in glo- 


rifying and enjoying Thee. 


Glory be to, &c. Amen. 


Tor Monday Evening. 


MEDITATION I. 
VI God, in every Thing 11 fee th 
LV 4 Hand, in every Paſlage thy wile. 
and graciouz Providence. Thou wiſely 


8 governeſt the Houle thou haſt built. and 


preventeſt with thy Mercies all our Wants. | 
Thou calleſt us pp early in tze Morning, 
and giveſt us Light by the Beams of tile 


Sun; that we may every one labour in hs 


proper Work, and ſo fill up the little Place 
| t5 .: -- appointed. 


8 Por Ibbudy Evening. 
appointed for us in this World Doing 
that Service to Thee, and that Good to 
Mankind which tliou our great Lord and 
Maſter doſt require. And thou provideſt 
alſo a Reſt for our weary Evening, and ſa- 
voureſt our Sleep with a ſhady Darkneſs, 
to refreſh cur Bodies in the Peace of 
Night, and fave the Waſte of cur decay- 
ing Spirits. Again, then awakeft our 

. drowſy Eyes, and biddeſt us return to our 
daily Task. Thus has thy Wiſdom mixd 
our Life, and beautecuſſy interwoven it 
with the Reſt and Work; whoſe mutual 
Change ſweeten each other, and both pre- 
Pare us for our greateſt Duty ; That of. | 

| finiſhing here the Work of our Salvation, 
to reſt hereafter, in thy holy Place. In 
like manner, thy wiſe Providence, O 
Lord, has appointed that after a little 
Time of Toil and Trouble, Death ſhould 
call thy Saints away to a-State of Ret, 
Thou doſt not, we thank Thee, oblige vs 
to conflict with the Difficulties and Exils 
of this Life till the Day of Retribution 
comes. Thou ſoon calleſt-us to a Place 
where the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and our ſubtil Adverſary the Devil from 
tempting us; where our own Appetitcs: 
and Pa ſſions ſhall ſtrive no more againſt 
eur Reaſon and Conſcience; Where 
our Innocence ſhall be no longer 
8 aſſaul ted 
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For Monday Evening. 179 
aſſaulted or endanger by the Threatnings 

or Allurements of this World: Our Souls 
are enlarg d to a ſpacious Liberty, being 
let out from this Prifon of Body, and go 
to dwell in the Region of Spirits? while 
our Bodies quietly reſt in their ſilent Grave, 

till they riſe again to Immortal Glory. 

And thou haſt defign'd, O Lord, that they 

r WS {hall awake again from the Sleep of: * 

Death, and riſe even from the Bed of the 

! WH Grave. And then indeed there comes a: 

t Morning which ſhall never be ſucceeded 

by an ow | a waking Time for the 

- W Body, after which it ſhall ſleep no more. 

.lt riſes indeed to work again, but that 


„ ©077 etnd RI 


n 


*. Work never tires it any more; that Work 
b fivecter than the Reſt it leaves. There 
„needs no Interruption of that Work to 
: ſweeten it, which is eternally pleaſant © 
and delightful. ro 

$ MEDIT AFIUN IK: 

py 
1 Fr how does thy Bounty give us all 

e things elſe with a large and open 
„Hand! Our Fields at once are cover'd with 

| Corn, and our Trees bow under the 

5 Weight of their Fruit. At once thou 

: filleſt our Magazines with Plenty, and 

* WH {endeſt us whole Showers: of other Bleſ- 
r ſings. Only our Time thou diftilleſt by 
„ „ Drops, 
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Drops, and never giveſt us two Moments 
at once: But takeſt away one, whilſt thou 
lendeſt another, to teach us to prize ſo 
precious a Jewel. That we may learn to 
value every Hour, and not childiſhly 
ſpend them upon Trifles: Much leſs mali- 
ciouſly murther whole Days, in purſuing 
a Courſe of Sin and Shame. It was thy 
Mercy too, O Gracious God, to diſperſe 
by Parcels our Portion of Time; that the 
ſuceeding Day may learn to grow Wiſe, 
and correct its Faults by Experience of 
the paſt. Elfe, if our being were all at 
once, as it {tall be in the next, the Eternal 
Life; our Sins would have here no Power 
to be repented, and then, alas, how deſpe- 
rate were we? We who are born in the Way 
to Miſery, and unleſs we change can ne- 
ver be happy. We, who ſo often willing- 
Iy go aſtray, and unlefs we return, muſt 
periſh for ever. Thou haſt appointed our 
time, O Sovereign Lord, beyond which 
we cannot paſs. When thou takeſt away 
our Breath, we die; we return to the Dill, 
and our Place here ſhalt know us again no 
more for ever. Thou commandeſt the Grave 
to diſpenſe with none, but indi fferently to 
ſeize us all alike; that all alike may pro- 
vide for the fatal Hour of Death, and 
none may be undone with miſtaken I 
Hopes. Thou telleſt us plainly 2 
: Mule 
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> Monday Evening. " 
muſt die, but kindly concealeſt the 


Time and Place, that every where we may © 
| ſtand upon our Guard, and every Moment 
expect thy Coming. 3 


MEDITATION. HI. 


HY do we fo much bemoan our 
ſelves, and complain for the Ne- 


ceſſity of Dying ? Seems it ſo hard a Fate 


to tread the Paths which all our Anceſtors 
have gone before us? Adam the firſt of 


Men, and Abraham the Friend of God; 


David the Man after God's own Heart, and 


the bleſſel Mary Virgin-Mother of our 


Lord. All theſe have paid their Debt to 
Nature, and ſubſcribed to the Law of U- 
niverſal Mortality. Yea, Teſus Chriſt 


himſelf, the eternal Son of God, expired 
on the Croſs, and went to his Glory 


through the Gates of Death. And ſhall 


8 our fond Self-Love ſo blindly flatter us, as 
to make us with an Exemption from this 

common Fate? Should we not be glad that 
a troubleſome Lite will have an End, and 


rejoice to get out of Danger into Safety, 


W iroma ſtormy Sea to a quiet Harbour? 
This Life is ſo incumber'd with Evils, that 

vue have Reaſon to be thankful it will net 
laſt always, and rather to wiſh, than come 


Plain that it may not laſt long. If we die 1 
| "a 
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Old Age, Death ſhould be very welcome 
to us after a long and tedious Voyage: If 
in our Youth we die, it prevents a thoy- 
{and Calamities, a thouſand Dangers of 
ruining our Souls. What need we be po. 
ſeſt with Fear at thinking how many 
Kinds of Death there are“ We are ſure 
there is but one for us. Dying is an A& 
to be done but once, and if it be once well 
done, we are happy for ever, Our Days 
perhaps are too few to grow Rich in, or 
to ſatisfy the Ambition of a haughty 
Spirit. But to be taught the Love of 
God, and the meek and humble Life of 
Jeſus, requires not ſo much, the Number 
of Vears, as the faithful Endeavours and 
Prayers of a pious Mind. Would we be- 
ſtow on the Improvement of our Souls, 
the Time we vainly trifle away; our Day 
would be ſhort enough, and nat ſeem te- 
dious, and yet would be long enough to 
finiſh our appointed Task. And what, 
O glorious Lord, is our Buſineſs here, but 
to trim our Lamps, and await thy Com- 
ing: To ſow the Immortal Seed of Hope, 
and expect to receive the happy Increale! 
It is no Matter hew late the Fruit be gs 
ther d, if ſtill it go on in growing better: 
No matter how ſoon it fall from the Tree, 
if it be not blown down before tis ripe. 


PETL 
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the Councel of thine own Will; whoſe: 


may teach our Seuls to reflect themſelves; 


PETITION S. 


Thou moſt juſt, but ſecret Provi- 
dence} who governeſt all Things by 


owertul Hand can wound and heal, lead 


| jabs to the Grave and bring back again: 


Bzhold to Thee we bow our Heads; and 
freely ſubmit our deareſt Concerns. Strike 
as thou pleaſeſt our Health, our Lives ;. 
we cannot be ſafer than at thy Diſpoſe, 


| Only theſe few Requeſts we humbly make; 


which, O! may thy Clemency vouchſate 
to hear. Cut us not off in the Midſt of 
our Folly, nor ſuffer us to expire impeni- 


tent, and with our Sins unpardon'd: But 


make us, Lord, firſt ready for thy Self, 


and then take us to thy Self in thine own 


fit Time. Thou doſt frequently, O Lord, 


put us in mind of our on, and the World's 
laſt End, by burying every Day in the 


dark ſilent Grave ot Night. Sweeten, 


we humbly beſeech thee, and render fa- 


miliar to our Expectation thoſe terrible 


Periods of Time, by our conſtant due Uſe 
Ot Night and Sleep: Grant that our yield- 
ing fo often, and fo eaſy at the Summons 


ot our drowſie Humours, to ſuſpend a 
While the Qperations of the whole Man, 


into. 
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into a more reaſonable Willingneſs when- 
ever thou calleſt, to leave onr Bodies in 
the Bed of Duſt, and pals into the State 
of their own perfect and ever-waking 
Activity and Bliſs. Do thou, Lord, in 
whoſe indulgent Hands are both our Time, 
and our Eternity; whole Providence gives 
every Minute of our Life, and governs 
the fatal Period of our Death; makes us 
every Evening ſtill provide to paſs with 
Comfort that important Hour: Make us 
ſtill ballance our Accounts for Heaven, 
and ſtrive to increaſe our Treaſure with 
Thee; that if we riſe no more to our Ac- 
quaintance here, we may joyfully waken 
among thy bleſſed Angels; there to unite 
our Hymns with theirs, and join all toge. 
ther in one full Choir, Amen. 


HY MN XVII. 


XN, TOW, O my Soul, the Day is gone, 

L Which in the Morn was thine: 

Its empty'd Glaſs no more ſhall run, . 
Its Sun no longer ſhine. 


Tis true, alas the Day is gone: 
Oh, were it only ſo! | 
Is it not loſt, as well as done? 


Caſt up thy Counts, and know.” ord :! 4 
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Art thou got fo much nearer Heav „ 
As nearer to the Grave? 

Has thy Heart's Grief a Fitneſs giv n, 

F Sins Pardon to receive * 


Frm what baſe Vice haſt _ refrain d, 
Io break the Courſe of Sin? 

| Or what new Vertue haſt thou gain d, 
3 To make thee rich within? 


Their Time is well beſtow'd on thoſs 
3 Vho well their Time beſtow ; 
Whoſe main Concern ſtill forward goes, 
Whoſe Hopes {ll riper grow. 


| Who when the warning Clocks prociain;. 
Another Hour is paſt ; 
Have the wiſe Art to ſet their Aim, 

A ad Thoughts upon their laſt ? ; 


| This ſad Life's laſt and happy Hour, 
Which brings them to their om 
Where they ſhall ſing, and bleſs the Pow'r 
That made them thither come. | 


SW Onmy dear Lord ! of Life and Death, 
The ever living King : 
Since thou doſt give to all their Breath, 
May all thy 2 95 ſing. 


Clory | 
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Glory and Honour, Power and Praiſe, 
To the Myſterions Three ; 

As at the firſt Beginning was, 

May now, and ever be. Am u. 


For Tueſday Morning. 
MEDITATION I, 


DE then eternally adored, O Cod of ou 
Salvation; and may thy Praiſes be 
Tung by thy Servants for ever. When our 
firſt Parents had diſobey'd thy Precepts, to 
the Ruin of themſelves and their whole 
Poſterity, thy wondrous Mercy. did im- 
mediately provide a Remedy: Thou didf 


Provide and promilea powerful Redeemer: | 


Thou didſt commit the helping us to him 
that is able to ſave to the uttermoſt. 
A Redeemer that could conquer Sin and 


Death, and cruſh the Serpent's Head who 


drew us into Miſery : A Reedeemer that 
could fully repair the Br aches our Sin had 
made, and render our (HHiffHö R better 
than becore; that could Tatisfy for our 
Lins by his Death, and merit the Be- 


ginning and Perfection of Happanels 


for u,, in our preſent Holineſs and fu- 
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ture Glory. He can enlighten our Eyes 
with a clearer View of. thoſe excellent 
Truths that belong to our Peace, can ſup- 
port our feeble Nature with a ſtronger 
Grace, to carry us on ſafely thro' all En- 
counters, till we arrive at the Land of 
Reſt, and be received for ever intothe glo- 
rious Kingdom, O bleſſed Jeſu ! our 
strength, our Guide, who knoweſt and doſt 
pity our weak Capacities; and in thy ten- 
der Care baſt fo contrived the Way to our 
Happineſs, that nothing can undo us but 
our own Perverieneſs; nothing but the 
wilful Love of Sin and Death. How eafie 
haſt thou made the Way to Heaven ! How 
light is the Burden thou lay'ſt on thy Fol- 
lowers ! It is but to believe in Thee the 
God of Truth; but to love Thee, our greateſt 
Benefactor; but to deſire earneſtly the 
| ſeeing Thee, that thou requireſt; and do- 
ing thus, we are ſure to poſſeſs an Eternity 
of Joy. Eternal Praiſes be given to the 
admirable Wiſdom of God who knows how 
to bring Good out of Evil. Eternal Prai- 
les be to that Infinite Goodnefs, which 
graciouſly condeſcended to do this. Let 
all the admiring World join together in 
t11s, and ſay, O the Depth of the Riches 
both of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
| How unſearchable are his Attributes, and 
his Ways how much paſt finding out? 
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Man guiltily threw away the Happineſs 
his God had given him; God takes Occa. 
Hon thence to give him greater : He not 
only reſtores us to our firſt Degree, but 


makes even our Fall rebcund us to a great: 
er Height. This is the Love of God the 


Father to Mankind; this is the Love of 


Jeſus the Chriſt; this is the Love of the 
Eternal Spirit of Love. _— 


* 


HYMN XIX. 


” ET others take their Courſe, 
IL And ſing what Name they pleaſe: 


* 


Such empty Sounds as theſe: 


Let Wealth or Beauty be their Theme; 


For me, I'll ne'er admire - 


A Lump of burniſh d Clay: 
Howeer it ſhines, it is but Duſt, 


And ſhall to Duſt decay. 


Pn 3 


Sweet Feſus 1s the Name, g 955 
My Song ſhall ſtill adore: | 
Sweet Feſus is the charming Word 


That does my Life reſtore. _ 


When I am dead in Grief, 


Or, which is worſe, in Sin, 


I call on Feſus, and he hear! 3 
And I to live begin. 


Where 


Wherefore at this bright Name, 
Behold, thus low I bow; 

And thus again, yet 1s all this * 
Much leſs than what I owe. 


Down then, Sm both my Knees, 
still lower to the Ground; | 
While with mine Eyes and Voice liſt up, 
Aloud theſe Lines I found, 


Live, glorious: King of Heaven, | 
By all thy Heaven ador d: 
Live, gracious Saviour of the World, 
Cur chick and: only Lord. 


Live, and for ever may | 
ny Throne eſtabliſh'd be: 
For ever may all Hearts and Tongues 
| Hyzans of Praiſe to Thee. 8 


* 


MEDITATION. II. 


Ehold, our faithful Lord has remem- 


bred his Word : He has raiſed up in 


the World the long expected Prophet ; 
like Moſes, and put his Word in his; 
Mouth, and he has kindly and ſufficiently 8 


tuget us. Light with him is come into 


tic World, to lcad us through the Wil- 
deͤrneſs 
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190 For Turſday Morning. 
derneſs of Life, into the true Canaan that 


is above. Admirable wert thou, O Lord, 
In thy merciful Promiſe, but infinitely 
more in thy wonderful Performance. 


| Thou didſt not depute an Angel to ſupply 
the Place of a Redeemer, nor intruſt ſo 


great a Work to the Management of a Se- 
raphim; but didſt thy ſelf bow the Hez- 


vens, and come down, and with thine 
.own bleſt Hands work our Redemption, 


Thy ſelf didſt take upon thee our frail 
Nature, and vouchſafe to be born of an 


humble Virgin, condeſcending to the 
Weakneſſes of a Child; a Child whoſe 


Parents were poor, and of no Eſteem in 
the World: So did he make him elf of 
no Reputation. He did not decline the 
mean Entertainment of a Stable : O, how 
unfit was that for the Birth of the King 
of Heaven! He contented himſelf with a 
Manger, inſtead of a convenient Cradle; 
and with the homely, unealy Lodging of 
a Bed of Straw , refuſing the ſoft Accom- 


modations of the Rich, to undergo the In- 


conveniencies of a poor Stranger. Thus, 
Lord, at the Coſt of thine own Eaſe, haſt 
thou inſtructed us to deſpife the World 
Only the faithful Foſeph ſtood waiting on- 
Thee, and provided as he was able for 
his helpleſs Family: Only thy pious Mo- 


thy 


.. 
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Fe Tad Evt. 1 
thy tender Limbs in little Clouts. Wonder,. 
O Heavens, at this: Ye Angels, who had 
ſeen before many Wonders, for this ſur- 
paſſes all beſides. Be amaz'd, O Earth, and 
let every Creature there hnmbly bow the 
Head and Knee: Bow all, and adore this 
incomprehenſible Myſtery ; the WorKd was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt with vs. But moſt. 
of all We who are moſt concern'd, the 
guilty Children of ſinful Adam, let us 
bow down our Faces to the loweſt Duſt ; 
and all proſtrate, adore ſo unſpeakable a 
Mercy. Behold, my Soul, thus low my 
Saviour ſtoop'd for me, to check the aſpi- 
ring Pride of my corrupted Nature. Be- 
hold, thus low he ſtoop'd to take me from 
he Ground, and raiſe me to the Felicities - 
of his own Kingdom. Riſe willingly with 
him, my Soul, from baſe Senſuality ; leave 
ne low Earth with thy Defires, and ſeek 
a better Country; fo ſhall this God not be 


4 ſnam'd to be call'd thy God. Lift up thy 
oice too with Joy, O my Sou ns ling 

” Woama to the New-born Jeſus: Wit 

E lelſed Angels celebrate this glorious hum- - _ 
10 le Birth, and ſay Glory be to God on 

1 1 12h, for Peace on Earth, and Good-will 


owards Men, Lift up thy Voice aloud, O 
y Soul; lift up your Voices 21] ye his 
aints, and Join the Praiſes of the Church 
9 the Hymns of Heaven. B re 
MED I- 
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"MEDITATION, III. 


NN Ejoice all you the faithful Nations of 
the Earth, when ye hear the ſweet 
Name of our dear Redeemer : Rejoice, and 
with your bended Knees and Hearts adore 
the bleſſed ſeſus: He is the Son of the 
ever-living God, equally participating the 
Glories of his Father: He is that great 
Meſſias whom the Prophets foretold, and 
all the ancient Saints ſo long expected: 
At length, in the Fulneſs of Time, he 
came to viſit in Perſon our miſerable 
World. He came with his Hands full of 
Miracles, and every Miracle was full of 
Mercy, tall of miraculous Good-will to 

an unkind, ungrateful World: He made 
the Crooked become Streight, and the 
Lame to Walk and Leap for Joy; He 
= _ opend the Ears of the Deaf to Hear, and 
gave Sight tothem that were born Blind, 
Happy they in the Seaſon of their Relief, 
who cculd then hear the Inſtructions of 
the eternal Wiſdom, and could ſee Thee 
the blefled Saviour of the World: He 
looſned the Tongues of the Dumb to Speak, 
ſure their firſt Exerciſe was his deſerved 


| =. Praile : oi OY the Leprous by the 
is Word o 


outh, and heal'd their Di- 
leales who did but touch his Garment. 
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Jo the Poor he reveal d the rich Treaſures 
of his Goſpel, and taught the Simple 
the Myſteries of his Kingdom. He caſt 
out Devils by his awful Command, and 
forced them to confeſs and adore his Per- 
ſon; he raiſed the Dead from the very 
Grave to Life, the Dead that was four 
Days buried, and was corrupting : Nay, 
4 even himſelf being ſlain for us on the 
WW Croſs, and his Tomb made faſt and ſecur'd 
with a Guard, he rais'd again by his own 
: victorious Power, and carried up our Na- 
F ture into the higheſt Heavens. All theſe 
c ſtupendious Signs, O glorious Jeſu! were 
| done by the Hand of thy Almighty Mercy, 
ft to witneſs thy Truth with the Seal of 


: Heaven, and endear thy Precepts with 
© BW obligingMiraclcs; that, thus ſtrongly en- 
gag d, we might believe on Thee, and 


bey Thee to the Eternal Salvation of our 
0 own Souls. 5 


PETITIONS. 


10 O Kind and Merciful Jeſu! thou didſt, 
when on Farth, go about doing 

e <99d, as thou didſt purpoſely come hi- 
MW tber to do Good: Thou haſt not loſt thy 

5. Coodnels, we believe, ſince thou art gone 
n. to Heaven: O let us find that thou haſt 

fo not; ſtill exerciſe thy Goodneſs and thy 
| ke R Power N 5 
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Power, O God, in kind and | beneficia} 
Miracles. O may it pleaſe Thee to ſof. 


ten many ſtony Hearts into a tender 


dSenſe of thy great Goodneſs, and their 


own Duty. Raiſe our dead Spirits from 


t is heavy Earth, to dwell with Thee in 


the Land of the Living, to mind and love 
ſpiritual and immortal Things. Open 
thou our Eyes, that we may Þchold the 
wondrous Things in thy Law; ftrengthen 
our feeble Faculties, O Lord, by thy all. 


dufficient Grace, That we may ſteadily 


run the Race which will be ſet before us; 
ſtrengthen us to encounter ſucceſsfully all 


the Enemies of our Salvation; that we do 
not run in vain, nor labour in vain. Thus, 


Jord, let our Experience teach us to ad- 


* 25 Fe 


mire thy bounteous Power, that we may 


daily ſing the Wonders of thy Grace to- 
wards our ſelves; and when our Days 
ſhall be exchanged for Eternity, let us 
eternally ſing the Wonders of thy Glory, 
Whenever thou doſt any of theſe kind 
things for us, open thou cur dumb Lips, 
that our Mouths may ſhew forth thy 
Praile. 


Glory be te, Kc. 
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MEDITATION I. 


e G God, how extreamly ungrate- 
n 8 tul are Mankind! How ſtrangly in- 
l. ſenſible of our manifeſt Duty: Every 


Creature performs its Duties, but we 
s; WM who alone are made capable to underſtand 
ll and know ours: Every Creature lives by 
do Rule, but we who have reaſonable Souls 
us, to direct our Actions. We, O Lord, are 
q- moſt beholden to Thee of all the lower 
ay Creation, and we alone of all prove Re- | 
to- bellions againſt Thee: The other Crea- 
ys tures live by thy wiſe Rules, and fo do 
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higher Heaven. But we who expect the per- 
formance of 7 Promiſes, we forget 
and neglect the Law of our God; a Law 


that brings great Rewards with the Ob- 
Aervance of it in this Lite, and is followd 
by greater in the next. Thy Law, O 


Lord, written in our Hearts, perfect; 
our corrupted Natures, by reſtoring to 


us thy glorious Image in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs: Thy Law fills the 


dark Mind with chearmg Light, and 


makes the Simple truly Wiſe. 'Thy Law 
raiſes the Will to its true Liberty, and 


Frees it from the Fetters of Sin: It tames 


the unruly Paſſions and Appetites of the 


Fleſh, and ſettles a happy Peace within 
ws. If we are ſo wile and happy, as not 


to be diſcouraged from obſerving it by the 
little Difficulty which attends it at firſt, 


our ſteady Perſeverance in Well doing 


will find it eaſy, and incomparably ple 
ſant. Thy Laws will diſpoſe us to peſs 


with Comfort through the various Cit- 
cumſtances of this Life; and they will al. 
{io aN us to enter at the End ot it, 
into the pure Manſions of Heaven. For 
our kind Lord has prepared unſpeakable 


Happineſs to reward them with, who 


love him, and keep his Commands. Thy 
bounteous Goodnels, O Lord, will reward 


us for the Performance of our Duty; 


thou 


] Oes it become Mankind, for whony 


G00 OP TT Too 0G 


us to his Love? Shall we negle& ſo gene- 
rous a Love, whoſe only Reſign is to make 


love thee by keeping them! And indeed, 
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thou wilt reward us for doing what is good 
for our Selves. Thy Laws are all Holy 
and Juſt, and Good; and thy Rewards are 
unconceiveable and eternal Joys: + Oh, 
what Blindneſs and Folly poſſeſſes the ſin- 
ful World, who negle& and refuſe 16: 
great Advantages! . 8 


MEDITATION IL 


: 147 
1 * 


Chriſt died, to negle& his ſacred 
Laws? Shall we ſay of him, who has: 
done fo much for us, he ſhall not Reign 
over us; Sall we neglect ſo gracious a: 
Saviour, whofe only Deſign is to draw 


us happy? Yet, O Lord, how are thy 1 
juſt Commands neglected in the World! | 
How few are there that demonſtrate they * 


| 
<0 
to ſay the World generally; neglect to | 
keep thy Commands, is too mild a R- 
proof for us, who in many Inſtances di- 
rect y contradit them. What thou for- 
bideſt we eagerly purſue, as if our kind 
Saviour had therein envied us ſome great 
Advantage. And whatever thou com- 
mandeſt, we are forward {till to do the 
contrary, as if the thing thou requireſt 
| Were. 
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were hurtful, We boldly converſe with 


eee and Sin, which thy Charity 
adviſes us to flee: like Death. We timo- 
rouſly dread the incurring any worl4ly 
Loſſes, or the Diſpleaſure of Men; when 


thou commandeſt us to proceed with un- 


daunted Courage. And we do not ſtand 
in awe of the Wrath of Almighty Cod, 
nor fear the Loſs of our own Souls, when 


thou threatneſt us with them, to reſtrain 


us from Sin. We greedily purſue the lit- 
tle Vanities of this World, which thou 


_ forbiddeſt us to ſet cur Affections upon; 


and are by them too eaſily drawn into 
Sin: But the greater Goods of 'a better 


World we flight, and will not ſuffer our 


ſelves to be allur'd by them to Holinels, 
We govern our. Actions by our own wild 
Fancies, and expect that thy Providence 
ſhould comply with our Humours, We 
would have Thee relieve us when we liſt; 
and Rain, and Shine, as we think fit. 
Thus is our rude Perverſneſs, O Lord, apt 


in every thing to go contrary to Thee. 


MEDITATION Il. 
T was not alone to make the Day, that 
thou, O Lord, didſt make a glorious 
Sun : But to teach us theſe pious Leſſons 


— 
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| too, and write them * as its on 


Beams. That ſo ſhould our Light ſhine 
forth to others, and direct theni to glori- 
fie God: So ſhould our Charity warm their 
Coldneſs, and quicken them to an active 
Zeal for his Honour. So when they ſay, 
e are under a Cloud of Adverſity, we 


5 ſhould like the Sun be really above it. 


And though to the Sight of Men, we may 
be Eclips d by diladvantageous Circum- 


ſtances, and may ſeem quite extinguiſn d 
in a Night of Sorrow and Affliction; 


ſtill we ſhould ſhine to cur Selves and 
God, and ſtill go on in the Ways of 
Light, Though we become {mall and 


deſpi ed in the Eye of the World, yet 


we after the Vicifſitudes of Bright and 


Dark, of fair Weather and Foul, which 


1 


we muſt. expect to meet with in this 


World, enjoy an eternal Brig' t and Se- 
rene Day. Not like the Sun that every 


Nig'it does down, and muſt at laſt be put 
quite out: When we have finiſh'd here 
our Courſe, and ſeem to ſet to this dark 
Earth, we hope to riſe and ſet no more, 
but ſhine perpetually in. a brighter Hea- 
ven. And this ſweet Hope, my Soul, 
may juſtly allay the Grief of thy preſent 
Afflictions. Thy Reſt and Comfort meet 
with many Interruptions now; but let 

5 K 4 „ not 
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not them interrupt thy Faith and Holi- 
neſs, and hereafter thou ſhalt enjoy an 
endleſs unmix d Reſt and Felicity. Iam; 
the Reſurrection and the Life, ſays the“ 
Son of God, who was dead, and is now a- 
live, and lives for evermore: He that be- 
Heves in me, though he be Dead, ſhall 
Live; and every one that lives, and be- 
lieves in me hall not die for ever. O 
praiſe our Lord all you bleſſed Saints, 
who are advanc'd from the tranſient mu- 
table Light of this World, to the durable 
{ Glory of the other. My Soul, be thou a 
ſtedtaſt Follower of them, as they were of 
Chriſt ; and thou canft not fail to attain 
the {ame Glory. O praiſe our Gracious 
| Lord and bounteous Maſter, ye glorious 
Angels, whoſe bright Felicity began ſo 
early! Stars that aroſe in the Morning 
of the World, and ſtill through the Good-. 
neſs of God retain an unchangeable Luſtre, 
+. ſhining perpetually near = Throne of 
Soc, as the Top aud Maſterpiece of all 
his Works, Let all Mankind with them 
praiſe the Lord for our excellent Work, 
and for our glorious Wages : That our 
God did make us but little lower than them 
at firſt; and when we are become a great 
deal lower by following our own Inven- 
tions, does concern himſelf to recover us 
from our Fall, and raiſe us, by Degers, to 
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their bright and happy Society. O praiſe: 
our Lord, all you his Works; bleſs: him 
and magnify him for ever. 


b ETI TAN R 


FN Infinite Wiſdem and Goodneſs ? 
Teach, I pray Thee, and convince- 

my Soul of the great Excellency and Wiſ- 
dom of thy incomparable Laws: Make 
me to eſteem all thy Commandments, 
concerning all Tnings to be right; to eon 
ſent unto thy Law, that it is good; to 
delight in it in the inward Man, and re- 


= 


ä gulate my whole Converſation thereby: 

Z So ſhall I walk by the beſt Rule, the Rule 

N that certainly leads to Happineſs. Lord 
** make me to have ſuch Apprehenſions of 

; thy Goodneſs as to eſteem thy Com- 
4 mands the neceſſary Rules of-(Soul-ſaving; 
3 Love; to account that thou haſt required 
f nothing of us, but what is neceſſary and. 

| highly conducing to the Salvation of our 

1 Souls. Let me. not be ſo dangerouſly” 
„ fedlifh, as in any thing to think my ſelf 
E wite in Contradiction to the Precepts/ and 
n KM Didatcs of thy. Word. O may thy hol x 
t Will, dear Lord, therein reveaFd beall 
my Rule, and thy gracious Hand my con- 


; tant Guide, Order thou my Steps in thy 
0 Word, let no Iniquity have Dominioa 
r. | 5 cover 
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I pray, the too frequent Slackneſs of my 
Obedience, by the Example of the Crea- 
© turesabout me, who yiel 


actly obſerve what thou preſcribeſt, how 


|  - though for the preſent it may be grievous, 


Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. Amen. 


60 ings, that my 


over me. Hold up my 
Footſteps do not {lide. Quicken, O Lord, 


thee a conſtant 
and unrelu&ing Obedience; and by a firm 
Belief and Apprehenſion of thoſs great 
and glorious Rewards, which thou haft 
prepared for ſuch as ſerve Thee, faſhion 
my Spirit to an humble Submiſſion and 
Conformity to thy Will. Make me ex · 


bitter foever it may taſte to Fleſh and 
Blood: Make me always readily ſubmit 
to every Diſpenſation of thy Providence, 


And, Lord, ſince thy Wiſdom knows our 
Infirmities, I pray thee, lay upon me at 
no Time more Burden than I ſhall be able 
to bear: Let not my Circumſtances be 
attended with Temptations, either that 
are ſo violent, or ſo laſting, as to over - 
come me. Since thy Goodneſs delights in 
our Relief, aſſiſt me againſt the Difficul- 
ties of Duty: Lord, help me fo to do all 
the Work thou giveſt (for thou alone canſt 
help me) as that I may at laſt attain thy 
Eternal Rewards, through the Merits. of 


HYMN 
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HYMN XX. 
Leſſed, O Lord, bs ty 8 Grace, 
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| | That g governgs g all our Day; 
And to the Night aſſigns it Place, 

N To reſt us in our Way. 

| If Works the laboazne Hand 3 impair, 
] Or Thoughts the ftudious Mind ; 
1 Both are conſider d by thy Care, 

; Both fit Refreſhment find. 

1 

t Fit to relieve the preſent State; 
„ Tit to prepare the next; 

} While we are taught to meditate 

r This plain and uſeful Text. 

t 


e As core Night lays down-our Head. 7} 
And Mornin s our Eyes; Op 
up pe our Byers" apt 


it So ſhall the Du e our Bed, 

fa And ſo we hope to riſe: 

1 To riſe and ſee that beauteons Light 
U Spring from thoſe Eyes of thine, _-- 
ſt Not to be check d by any Night, 


But clear for ever ſhine. : AY 


That thou mayſt hope, my Soul, to view 
That laſting bliſsful Lighhßt; 
Take heed thy * Work thou do, 
And uſe thy Reſt aright. Z Alli 
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All Glory to the ſacred Three, 
One ever- living Lord; 
As at the firſt, ſtill may he be, 
Belov'd, Obey d, Ador d. Amen, 
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E them neglect thy Praiſes, O Lord, 
_4 who never conſider, thy Mercies: 
Let them be ſilent to thee, O gracious 
God, whole Mouths: are full of them- 
ſelves: But as for me who ſubſiſt by thy 
Gifts, and thankfully acknowledge the 
Riches of thy Goodneſs ; my Heart ſhall 
continually meditate. on thee, and my 
Lips ſhall delight to ſing thy Glory : All 
my L'fe long will I praiſe my God, and 
lift up my Hands. to his Holy Throne. 
Bleſſed for ever be thy Name, O Jeſu! 
And bleſſed be the Sweetneſs of thy Wiſ- 
dom; whoſe infinite Charity-has vouch- 
{afed our, Earth ſuch excellent Rules to 
guide: it to Heaven. Thou haſt taught us 
that happy Skill of finding our Lives by 
&.generous loſing them to follow To ; 


{elves beſt, by wiſely hating our miſtaken 
this World under our Feet, and ule it as 
2. Step to climb up to the next. From 
ſon : From. thee we derive thoſe Heroick 
Nature ; from thee alone, and from th 


School of Grace, We learn all that we 
know, and receive Power for al that we 


and Error, had not thy Love and Pity, O 
merciful Lord, brought down thy very 
- W {tit to become our Light! Never ſhonld 

we-elſe have learned to deny our ſelves, 


never ſhould we have known that great 
deeret of Peace, to forgive our Enemie 


uſe us. On the unſatisfyifig Things of 
let our whole Affections, if thou hadſt 
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Thou haſt taught us to love our true 
ſelves. Thou haſt taught us to trample 
thee we learn thoſe glorious Myſteries 
that exalt our Faith ſo high above Rea- 

Counſels, that raiſe our Souls ſo far above : 
7 

do. How long, alas, might we have 
| WW wander here in the Midſt of Darkneſs. 
and take up our Croſs and follow thee: . 


and do good to thoſe who defpitefalis 2 
this low Earth, ſhould we blindly have Þ 
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not told us of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and bid us lay up- our Treaſures there: 
We had always choſe the deceitful and 
pernicious: Ways of Sin, if thou hadſt not © 
terrify'd us to fear thy Wrath, by declax= _ 
ing the. Miſeries that attend them: Wwe 
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ſhould ever have neglected thy good Com- 
mands, and loft. the Happineſs of a reli- 
gious Life, if thou hadſt not invited us to 
obey thy Commands, and propos d tous 
the Felicities that will attend our doing 
ſo, Oh! what haſt thou promis'd, graci- 
cus Lord, to the meek and poor in Spirit 
Oh ! what haſt thou promis d to the Weep 
ers here; to thoſe that hunger and thirſt 
after Holineſs! How many Joys has thy 
Bounty prepar'd for the Lovers of Mercy, 
and Makers of Peace! How many Bleſſings 
for the Pure of Heart, and thoſe who with 
Patience bear their Crofles ! Thus haſt 
thou Lord, kindly ſhewn us our End, and 
ſuggeſted the true Way to attain it: Thou 
haſt given us ſuch bleſſed Directions, as 
tend to make our Life here more {weet, 
and to lead us hereafter to everlaſting Fe- 
licity. e 
HYMN XXI. | 
X AT God, had I my Breath from Thee, 
This Pow'r to {peak and ſing* 
And ſhall my Voice, and ſhall my Song, 
Praife any but their King? 1 
My God, had I my Soul from Thee, 
This Pow'r to judge and chuſe ? 


And 


WWW 


8 


Their beſt to Thee refuſe? 


Haſt Thou reveal'd the Ways that led 


To Happineſs above? 
And ſhall I let my wandring Feet 
From thy bleſs d Paths remove? 


Alas! not this alone, or that 


Haſt thou beſtow'd on me; 
But all I have, and all F hope, 
I have and hope from 'Thee. 


And more have, and more I hope, 
Than I can ſpeak or think, _ 

Thy Bleflings firft refreſh, then fill, 
Then overflow the Brink. 


But though my Voice and Fancy be. 


Too low to reach thy Praiſe, 
Yet both ſhall Prog ray glorious Name 
High as they cal | Taiſe, 573 


Glory to Thee, Immortal God; 


One great Co- equal Three; 
As at the firſt Beginning was, 
May now and ever be. 
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And ſhall my Brain, and ſhall my Will, 


Amen. 


2 For Wedneſday Morning. 
A Ever will we ceaſe to exalt thy 
4 


7 


Goodneſs, O gracious Jeſu! ſince 
thou never ceaſeſt to oblige us with ner 
Bleſſings. Thy generous Charity. could 
not be thus ſatisſy d, to have only ſpoken 
to us the Words of Lite; it was not 
enough for thy exceſſive Love, that thy 
heavenly Sermons told us our Duty, but 
theu wouldſt moreover urge and provoke 
our Obedience by the ſweet Enforcement 
of thine own Example. Thou didſt forbid 
thy Followers to affect Superfluities, and 
accordingly thy own Proviſion was a few 
Barley Loaves. Thou didſt command the 
Rich to give Alms with Chearfulneſs; fo | 
thou wenteſt about doing good, and didſt ö 
often relieve thoſe that were not able to 
requite thee. Thou haſt: commanded us N t 
W not to fear them which can kill the Body, ( 
and yieldeiſt up thine own, even unto u 
4 the Death upon the Croſs : To do the Will IM V 
of him that ſent thee, thou waſt obedi - v 
ent, even unto” Death. Thou;thaſt com- th 
manded Subjection to Parents, and Prac- Ml fic 
tis'd it; haſt ſaid, Give to Ceſor the br 
Things, that are Ceſar s, and wrovg't a el 
'Y Mira'I2 to pay a Trib ite. Thou en- 
 -Jjoinſt us Mercy and Compaſſion; and 
| hz 5 | | | W410 
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who ever expreſt more than thy ſelf. 
Thou didſt not only weep in Sympathy, 
with the Afflict ion of thy Friends, but alſo o- 
ver the hard and ſtubborn Feruſalem, that 
had killed thy Prophets, and was ready to 
kill thee. Thou enjoineſt us to love our 
fherceſt Enemies, and thy dying Breath 
pray'd for thy Crucifiers. Thy perfect 
Soul did not need, as our weak Natures 
do. the outward Forms and Diſcipline of 
Religion; yet thru didſt conform to the 
Obſervance of the common appointed 
Feaſts, and aſſiſt in the publick Duties at 
the Temple. Thou did watch and pray 
with fo fervent a Zeal, that thy Practice 
. wes perfectly equal to thy Precepts. This 
Life, and even Death it ſelf, our merciful 
Lord undertook, to mark out for us the 
Way to Heaven: To beat it plain by his 
own ſacred Steps, and render our Paſſage 
thither eaſie and ſecure. Shall we not then, 
O my Soul, rejoicingly follow that Path 
which we ſee our Saviour trod before us? 
Which we ſee, thongh ſpread all over 
with Thorns, yet carry'd him directly to. 
the Glories of Paradiſe > Shall we not con- 
filently rely on ſo gracious a Leader, who 
promiſes, if we faint, to look back, and 
relieve us? 5 


NME DF. 


2H MEDI ATION III. 


11 NM AY every Age ſing Praiſes to our 


14. x; . . 
14 God, and all Generations adore his 
ll Providence. From the Beginning his 


Mercy has ſtill laid Means to raiſe us to 
(4-4 thoſe bleſſed Objects which are above our 
Nature. At firſt he created Adam with 
all neceſſary Knowledge, and then taught 
the Patriarchs to inform their Families, 
Afterwards he made uſe of the Angels to 
bring us his Commands; and often in- 
ſrir'd the Prophets to declare his Will, 
When he had done all this, it was not 
enough to bring untoward Man to his true 
End. What did he then to ſave the 
periſhing World? O ſtrange Exceſs of 
Divine Goodneſs! He ſent even his own 
beloved Son to dwell among us, and 
teach us the Way of Salvation; the ſacred 
Art of training up our Souls for Heaven, 
and fitting them for the bliſsful Union 
with himſelf. But, O thou King of glori- ll 

* ous Sweetneſs, whoſe flowing Tongue dropt I a: 
Milk and Honey! We were, alas! not hap- Wl ti 
py to behold thy Perſon, nor our Ears wor- tc 
thy to hear thy Voice: Yet, e er we were i a1 
born, thou hadſt us in thy Thoughts, and If a: 
didſt provide a ſufficient Method to ſup- MW Vi 
ply that Defect, ſelecting a n 4 W 

| 1 1 
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choice Diſciples, and thorowly inſtructing 
them in thy Heavenly Doctrine, that they 
might keep alive the Memory of Thee, 
and witneſs to all Nations thy ſtupendu- 
ous Works. Thou didft verifie their Miſ- 
fion with the Power of Miracles, and in- 
flame their Hearts with the Fire of the 
Holy Spirit: Over all the World they 
proclaim d thy Law, and undauntedly 
Preach'd the Crucified Saviour and God. 
WH Dcep in the Breaſts of the Faithful did 
„they write thy Goſpel, and ſeal it before 
their Eyes with their own Blood. Their 
Lucceſſors depoſited the ſame precious Trea- 
ſure in the common Magazin of the : 
Church. The Church has been maintain d 
by the mighty Power of God, ſo that the 
Gates of Hell have not prevail d againſt 
her. Thus is the Catholick Faith deſcen- 
ded on us, and thus ſhall. continue to the 
End of the World. Bleſſed be thy Power  . 
O Lord, that has wrought ſuch Miracles to 
confirm thy Truth, and inclin'd our 
Hearts to believe it. How many Souls 
are nuſerably ſeduced by the Corrup- 
| tions of the latter Ages, and revolted | 
to a mixture of Paganiſm with Chriſti- 
amty ! while we, by thy good Providence, 
are led in the right Way to Happineſs. 
Ve are taught to direct our Homage 
where we. cannot ſin, nor fail in 
doing 


4 mr +7 
3H *. 
1 7 


between God and Man, the Man Chriſt 


Jeſus, the Man who alfo is God. How 
many Nations lie miſerably involv'd in 
the Darkneſs of Barbariſm and Unbelief! 
while we enjoy a clear Noon- day, and ſate- 
ly walk in the Light of Truth. O infi- 
nite Goodneſs! who freely chuſeſt to pour 


forth thy Bleſſings on us, who are unwor- 


thy of the leaſt Mercies! As tis from thee 


alone that we receive theſe Favours, to 


thee alone we will return our Praiſes; 


PETITIONS. 


EEE the All-ſeeing Wiſdom of the 


Eternal Father, and Sovereign King 


of Men and Angels! who from thy glo- 


rious Throne, didſt deſcend on our Earth, 


familiarly to teach us the Oracles of Hea · 


ven! Oh, write thy ſacred Inſtructions 


deep in the Table of our Hearts, and ſuffer 
not at any time our Paſſions to break them. 


Make us ſtill ſtudy Thee, our Heavenly 


Maſter, and continually admire the ex- 


cellent Beauty of thy Law. Let us be 
transform'd into an inward Agreement 
to it, by the Renovation of our Minds: 


that all our Infirmities may be cured, all 


our Detects ſupply'd, and our Thovgits 
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and Words and Actions, conform'd to the 
Piaates of right Reaſon, Let thy excel- 
lent Example, O Lord, always ſhine 
bright before our Eyes, and never be for- 
gotten by us. O put it often into our 

Hearts to reflect, and ſay, How would our 

Maſter have behav'd himſelf in the Cir- 
cumſtances that we are in? And what 
ef thou haſt done, we pray Thee enable us to 
do: Reach forth thy powerful Hand, and 
ſtrengthen us with thy Grace, that no- 
thing may divert us from following Thee. 
In the dangerous Labyrinth of this World, 
and the whoke Courſe of Pilgrimage here, 
Lord, let thy heavenly Dictates be our 
Map, and thy holy Life our Guide. And 
that we may be the more ſurely conduct- 
| ed to the Folds of Blils, do thou dear 
Lord, ſend us Paſtors after thine own 
Heart, O illuminate all that thy Provi- 
| dence calls to the ſacred Office, with true 
Knowledge and Underſtanding .of thy 
Word; poſleſs them with a fervent Zeal 
to promote thy Glory, and the Salvation 
ot our Souls: Give them great Prudence, 
that they may know how to manage our 
Folly and Perverſenels, ſo as notwithſtand- 
ing them, to do us Good. Make them, O 
Lord, good Examples to the Flock in Self- 
denial, Meekneſs, Contempt of the World 
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in due Subjection to Magiſtrates, an d Cha- 
rity to all their Neighbours, that they 
may {ave themſelves, and thoſe that hear 
them. And make us, O Lord, to encou- 
rage them by all Means in their good 
Work, to eſteem them highly in Love for 
their Works ſake; to receive the In- 
ſtructions, and ſubmit to the 'Reprots 
which thou ſendeſt by them. Grant theſe 
things, O Lord, who art the great Shep- 
herd of Shepherds, and of our Souls, 
- for thine own Honn1y+ LR 


Glory be to, &c. Amen, 
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VV Ell, we are now ſo much nearer ou! 
Grave, and all the World is older 
by a Day than it was in the Morning ol 
this. So much more of this ſhort Lite is 
ſpent, and can never be re-call d again. 
My Soul, there is ſo much leſs time left 
us to enjoy the good Things of this Lift 
that we have, or hope for; and ſo much 
leſs wherein we ſhall be expoſed to the 
Evils that we feel or fear, Time has _ 
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ns nearer to the Grave, from which no 


Privilege can exempt any of the Sons of 
Adam. The Rich are nearer the Time 
when they muſt go hence, and leave all 


their Wealth behind them. The great 


Ones of the World are nearer to their dark 
Lodging in the Duſt, into which they 
muſt e're long be thrown : The beauteous 
Face is nearer to be turn'd into noiſom 
Rottenneſs, and the pamper'd Bodies to 


become the Food of Worms, This Day has 


ſet all the Living nearer to the Grave, and 
tumbleda great many into it. The longer 


we live, the ſhorter does our Life become; 


and in the End all our Vigour, Strength, 
and Beauty turns to a little Lump of Clay? 
The Portion of the Wicked is ſo much 
leſs, and the Time of their Puniſhment is 


nearer arroach'd: The Sufferings of the 


Patient are ſo much diminiſh'd, and their 


Hopes of Delivery ſo much encreaſed. 


They who have ſpent this Day in Sin and 
Folly, ſee all their Thoughts now vaniſh'd 


like a Dream: They ſee all the Pleaſure 


of their guilty Actions is paſt, and there 
remains bnt the juſt Fears of a ſad Re- 
venge. The beſt Conſequences that can 


be of their Courſe, is the Sadneſs of a bitter 


Repentance, But ſuch as have wiſely be- 
ſtow'd their Time, and made anether 
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new Step towards Heaven ; they ſee their 
Joys come to meet them in their Way, 
ana ſtill grow bigger as they come; till 
by a holy Death they join in one, and 
dell together for eternal Ages. For our 
bounteous God has made our Souls immer- 
tal, and when this Houſe of Clay ſhall 
fall into the Duff, and this narrow Cot. 
tage be broken down, they ſhall ſoar aloft 
on their own free Wings, and enter into 
the beatifick Viſion of God : If they have 
train d themſelves up whilſt they were 
here to a Fitneſs for Heaven, and its Joys, 
they ſhall inſtantly fly to thoſe bleſſed 
Objects. But if their terrene Thoughts 
have flagg'd before. and delighted moſt 
to hover near the baſe Earth: If they have 
not lov'd above all things, and ſought 
moſt the Enjoyment of their God: They 
muſt ſit down in the Shades of Sorrow, and 
be confind in the Vale of Darkneſs and 


Deſpair for ever. 

NME DPITION II. | 

p I XIYE are nearer indeed to the End Nl *© 
VV of our Life, but what are we ö 
nearer the End for which we Lire! 1 

What have we done, my Soul, this Day, ! 

that has given Glory to God, and ad. f 
N . ET & 
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vanced us toward our future Bleſſedneſs 


f and ſetled its Love more ſtronger in our 
f Hearts? Have we avoided any known 
ay Temptation, or faithfully reſiſted what 
" W we could not avoid? Have we interrupted 
1 our cuſtomary Faults, and check d the V ices 
˖ we are moſt inclin'd to? Have we em- 


« brac d the Opportunities of doing Good, 
t which the Mercy of Providence has of- 


0 ker 'd to our Hands? Ha ve we induſtri- 
n ouſly contriv'd Occaſions to improve, as 


we are able, our ſelves and others ? Tell 
0 me, my Soul, how ftand our great Ac- 
= counts? Are we prepard to meet our 
in WM ficict and righteous Judge? Who with» 
out Reſpect of Perſons judges all Men, 
and will diſpoſe them accordingly to their 
eternal Abodes. Alas | dread Lord, what 
do we fee when ſeriouſly we reflect upon 
our too careleſs Lives > Many Hours and 
Days we ſpend in Nothing; and many we 
abule in that which is far worſe than 
Nothing. We ſacrifice our Youth to Sport 
and Folly, and our Manly Years to Luſt 
and Pride. We ſpend our Old Age in Cra't - 
and Avarice, and think then of beginning 
to live, when we apprehend we 4 all 
ortly dye. Thus we lead a neg- 
ligent Life, and Death fteals upon us 
unawares, We are apt to bewail the 
. 8 Short- 
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Shortneſs of our Time, when yet we do 
Prodigally throw much of it away. We 
Tolwthe Time of working out our Salva- 
tion, in the buſy Purſuit of very Trifles; 
and fo we loſe our neglected Souls for e- 
ver. They. muſt in eternal Anguiſh la- 
ment our preſent careleſs Liberties, and 
ſuffer unſpeakable Pains for our grati- | 
fyig the Paſſions and Appetites of our 
Fleſh. O my Soul, conſider the mighty 
Work thou haſt to do, to fit Thee for 2 
happy Departure out of this World. Do 
that Work diligently while it is called 
to Day, becauſe the Night conſtantly ap- 
proaches wherein none can work. Every 
one of theſe Nights ſets us nearer to our 
laſt and longeſt; which, if we have ſpent 
the Day of Life in Diligence, reſerves 


for us Eternal Wages. 


M EDIT ATION III. 
I my Soul, let us make our 


Peace betimes with our God, before 
the Evening of our Life 8 too 
near. Let us endeavour to find Favour 
with our Judge, before we ſhall be brought 
to his awful Tribunal. Confeſs the Fol- 
lie; and Sins thou findefl in thy Lite, 
and charge them all entirely on thy ſelt. 
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Confeſs them with a penitent and con- 
| trite Heart; for a broken and contrite _ 
: Heart our gracious God will not deſpiſe, - 

Thy Repentance, my Soul, will come too 

late to meet with Mercy, if thou defer 

it till this Life is at an End. Seek the 

Favour of God, in the Name of his be- 

loved Son; he 1s pleas'd. that we ſhould 

make mention of him: For his Sake he 
will readily beſtow a Pardon to them 
that humbly ſeek it; for he deſires not 
the Death of a Sinner. Moreover, my 

Soul, all the Good that thou haft done to 

thy ſelf, or others, thou muſt aſcribe to 
his free Grace, as the only Principle of it. 
1 Such Humility will be very acceptable to 
1 him, and diſpoſe thee to receive larger 
Benefits from his Bounty. Say then to 
him, if thou haſt found any Good in thy 
Courſe; Little, O Lord, thou knoweſt, is 
the Good we do, and every Grain of it 
1s derived from Thee. We could not have 

ſaved our ſelves from any dangerous 
Ur , OR | | 

Temptation, unleſs our God had power- 
Jully ſuſtain'd us. We could not have 
Karry d on any pious Purpoſe, unleſs thy 
bt Hand had bleſs'd our Endeav urs. No, to 
i} thy ſelf, O Lord, take all the Praiſe, if thy 


ww 
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if W Creatures have perform'd the leaſt good 
ell. Work : Take to thy ſelf, all the Glory, O 
e Lord, if they have not committed the worſt 
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of Sins. Thy Hand alone directs us to da 
well, and the ſame bleſt Hand reſtrains us 
= Fromall. "Tis not in us to eſteem, thy un- 
ſeen Joys, nor to deſpiſe the charming 
7” Flatteries of this deceitful World: Tis 
not the Work of corrupted Nature to mor- 
tity our Senſes, and patiently bear the 
Croſſes we meet. Of our ſelves we are in- 
clin'd to none of theſe, but the Grace of 
God enables us for all: Grace gives us 
Strength to overcome our Paſſions, to make 
the World and the Fleſh ſubje& to us: 
Grace gives us Faith to fortify cur Reaſon, 
and helps us to take Heaven by Violence. 
Oh, how glorious, dear Lord, are the Ef. 
fects of thy Grace! How ſhameful the In- 
| Kances of our Folly and Weakneſs ! 


PETITIONS. 


Bleſſed Jeſu! who art a Prince and 
Saviour, whole Kindneſs it is to 
_ give Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sin! 
Beſtow, I beſeech thee, on me, ſuch a hear- 
ty Contrition for all the wandring Steps, 
that I have made from my Duty, as to iity 1 
me to receive thy Pardon : And then par- 
don, O meek Redeemer, what my Paſſiors | 
have dene, and what my Weakneſs has 
omitted: Let a Senſe that thou, my God, 
art reconcild to me, give me this Night 
5 * 5 a4 a ſweet 
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⁊à ſweet Repoſe, a: 
thy tender Mercy. Make me too hereafter, 

O Lord, if I ſhall live after this Night, 
more carefully watch my ſelf, that my 


Fur Wedneſday Evening. 
4s in the Arms of 


few Days do not ſlide unprofitably away, 
and eſpecially that they be not ſpent ur 


Sin. Make me every Day retire to ſtudy 
Thee, and my Self: My Self, that I may 


know and correct my many Infirmities;. 


and Thee, that I may adore thy infinite 


Perfections. And to thy Pertections, O 
Lord, and the Strength from them com- 
municated unto me, make me aicribe all 
the Good that Tam able to do. Let me 


always ſay, as I ought, This is not I, bat 


Criſt that liveth in me. Make me alſo 
the more attentively obſequious to the 


ſteady Guidance of thy Grace, and grant 


I may never want it, while the Time of 
my Warfare and Pilgrimage continues: 
Inſtruct me, I beſeech thee, O thou ha 
art the beſt of Teachers, in theſe great 


and wiſe Truths: that the Things of this 


World are of very little Import, ſince ity 


eus and Griefs will laſt bat a very little 


ile; and that the future State does in- 

finitely concern me, where the Life and 
Death are for ever. Fix my Heart, O So- 
vereign Goodneſs, I pray Thee, on thy | 
ſelf alone: Let: me not be good only by 


halves, ſince there is a-glorious Heaven 
N Pre 
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222 For Weaneſday Evening » 
prepared, that is worth all our Labours. 
Prevent. by the Power and Prevalence of 
thy Grace in me, my mingling ſo much 

as formerly thy pure Grace with my cor- _ 
rupted Nature. Deltver me, O Lord, from 
the Temptations. of this World, and-merci: 
fully fave me from the Wrath to come; 
that dreadfnl Wrath which we fo juſtly 
fear, and which many condemned Wretches 
do already irrecoverably feel. 


HYMN XXII 


ND do we then believe 

5 11 here is a World to come, 
1 Where all this World ſhall ſummon d be, 
Wh Io take their final Doom? 


Is there a Heaven indeed, 

Wh To crown the Innocent ? | 
Is there a Hell, and horrid Pains, - 

. - 'TheWicked to torment? _ 


Are theſe Eternal too, 75 
And never to have End? ? 
Shall never thoſe Delights decay, | 


* Theſe Sorrows never mend ? - ». 


Good God, 5s all this true ? 8 
And ſure moſt true it is; 
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And yet we live as 
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1t there were 


Nothing.ſo falſe as this. 


0 quicken, Lord, our Faith, 
Of theſe great Joys and Fears: 


And make the Laſt Day's Trum 
Still founding in our Ears. 


Still may this glorious Hope 
Shine bright before our Eyes; 

We fhall go up at laſt to meet 

Our Jeſus in the Skies, 


Come Jeſu ! come and take 
Our baniſh'd Souls to thee: 


Come quickly, Lord, that ia thy Light. 
Our Eyes thy Light may lee, 


Re 


e Dew G (+ 


Glory to Thee, great God, 

One Co-eternal Three; 

As at the firſt Beginning was, 
May now, and ever be. 
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For Thurſday Moruing. 


MEDITATION I. 


H who made the Sun to enlighten 
1 our Steps in the Pilgrimage of this 
mort Life; has he ordain'd no Guide to 
conduct our Souls in the difficult Way to 
cur eternal Home? Yes, he {ent his Son a 
bright Light into the World, by whoſe 
Directions we may find our Happineſs. 
He who feeds the Ravens when they call 
upon him, has he not provided Bread for 
his Children? Fe has, and ſtill his Mer- 
cy furniſhes Means to perform whatever 
his Juſtice commands. The Son of God 
himſelf became Incarnate, and took the 
Humane Nature into a Perſonal Union, 
Thus it was conſecrated by him to become 
the Inſtrument wherewith he would ac; 
compliſh our Redemption. He was ſa 
ficed for us upon the Croſs, that ſo 
might become Food to onr Faith: An 
that Food he gives, with the Sacramental 
Bread and Wine, to every the meant 
meet Receiver. Though he be now ex- 
alted to the Right Hand of God, and his 
1 glorified 
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slorified Body ſhall- ſuffer Death no more. 
Yet the believing: Soul that comes to this 
Supper, finds him really preſent, and: 
does partake of his Body and Blood. 
The Lord of Love has eſpouſed. to himſelf 
an Holy Church, and promis'd it his Pre- 
ſence to the End of the World: He has: 
made her. all Glorious within; the. Saints. 
are the Excellent of the Earth. With 
thee he is preſent at the Celebration of 

his Worſhip, and feeds them with his 
own crucified Body at his Supper. O 
Souls redeem-d by the Blood of Jeſus, 
and nouriſh d with his facred Body! Why 
melt you not away in Tears of Joy, for, 
by the King of Heaven being ſo regarded? 
What haſt thou promis'd, O gracious 
and faithful Lord! to him that receives 
Thee with an humble Love? All that is 
contain d in thoſe ſweet and myſtick- 
Words, He dwells in me, and I in him. 
O bleſſed Words, if once my Soul: can 
lay, He dwells in me, and I in him. He 
is my Refuge in- all Temptations : He is 
0 bY Comfort in all Diſtreſles: He is my 
g@curity againſt; all mine Enemies: He 
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*awells-1n me, and I in him. What canan 
infinite Bounty give greater than it ſelt? 
And what can an empty Creature receive 
better than the All- ſufficient God ? Bleſſed. 
© Jeſu; are they who diſcern Thee under 1 
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226 For Thurſday Morning. 
the Vails of Bread and Wine: Bleſſed are 
the Souls prepar'd by Faith and Love, 
to receive Thee at this ſacred Supper: 
|; -Bleſled yet more is that devout Heart 
That deſires. @hy ſecond Coming into the 
World, that longs to fee thy immediate 
Self, and to fee Thee in thy Glory. 0 
thou Lord of Grace and Glory! Our 
chiefeſt Joy and beſt Portion in the Land 
of the Living! What haſt thou prepared 
for thy Servants to give them hereafter, 
when thy Bounty is ſo liberal to them 
here! What doſt thou reſerve in thy 
Kingdom, who giveſt us thy ſelf in this 
Place of Baniſhment! How will thy open 
Viſion tranſport our Souls, when our dark 
Faith yields us ſuch Delight! O my 
ador'd Redeemer, my Soul longs for the 
happy Day, when I ſhall ſee thy Face 
without a Vail; when I ſhall be able to 
endure the Beams of thy Glory, A 
out upon me in their full Brightneſs; an 
my Weakneſs will not need, as now, to 
converſe with Thee with Clouds and Sha- 
dos interpos d. My Soul, feek ag 
vicur now, and thou ſhalt find him he 
after; receive him thus vailed, and thou 
Malt enjoy him in his Glory. Take 
theſe Things that he offers thee, with a 
_ thankful Heart, and humble Faith; and 
then they ſhall prove ſure Pledges, that 
Chriſt himſelf will be ever thine, HYMN. 
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HYMN XXIII. 


WIS all the Powers my poor Soul hath; 


Of humble Love, and loyal Faith; 
I come, dear Lord, and worſhip Thee, 
Whom too much Love bow d low for me. 


Down buſy Senſe, Diſcourſes dye, 

And all adore Faith's Myſtery : 

Faith is my Skill; Faith can believe; 
As faſt as Love new Laws ſhall give.. 


Faith is my Eye, Faith Strength affords, 
To keep pace with thoſe gracious Words: 
And Words more ſure, more ſweet than they 
Love could not think, Truth could not ſay. 


O dear Memorial of thy Death, _ 
Which ſtill ſurvives, and gives us Breath! 
Live ever Bread of Life, and be 
My Food, my Joy, my all to me. 


Come glorious Lord, my Hopes increaſe, 
And mix my Portion with thy Peace: 
Come, and for ever dwell in me, 

That I may only live to Thee. 


Come hidden Life, and that long Day 
For which I languiſh, come away: 
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223 Por Thurſday Morning. 
When this dry Soul, thoſe Eyes ſhall ſee 
And drink the unſeal'd Source of Thee. 
When Glory's Sun Faith's ſhade ſhall chaſe, 
And, for thy Veil, give me thy Face, 0 
Then ſhall my Praiſe Eternal be, 
Fo the Eternal Trinity. 


MEDITATION IL 


OST thou, my Soul, deſign an ap- 
| . proach to the ſacred Table of our 
Lord? Take heed then that thou put on 
a  Wedding-Garment, and come thither 
dreſt like a Friend of the Bridegroom: 
Conſider how chaſt theſe Eyes ſhould be 
which go to behold. the Symbols of his 
Preſence : How clean that Mouth {hould 
be, which preſumes: to receive the Bread 
of Heaven: How all celeſtial that Soul 
mould be which aſpires to an Union with 
our Heavenly Lord: Look, look my 
Heart, look well into thy ſelf, and ſtrict- 
ly ſearch every Corner. of thy: . Breaſt. 
Carefully empty thy ſelf of all that which 
this ſacred Food will not agree with; 
that thou mayſt ſafely come to the Marri- 
age Supper, and not Eat and Drink thine 
| own Damnation. Empty thy ſelf of all 
- __ſell-admiring- Thoughts, and take Oe: 
* Oe £ nee 
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there be no ſecret Love of Sin. Empty 
thy ſelf of worldly Cares, and let thy 


Deſires ſeek only thy Saviour; ſeek on- 


ly now the Riches of his Grace, ſeek 
only the Pleaſures of his Love, Let 


no turbulent Paſſions now dwell in Thee, 


but only ſerious Thoughts and devout 
Affections. This ſpiritual Food affords 
no Nouriſhment, but what we receive by 
calm Meditation. Come not with any 


Malice againft a Neigbour, when thou 
ſeekeſt the Favour of thy God: The God 


of Love will not dwell with Hatred, nor 


new) Mercy but to thoſe that are merci- 
jul. Come hither with à Faith that works: 


by Love, and then thou ſhalt be fill'd with 


the Celeſtial Manna. But the unchari- 


| table Faith, as a dead Thing, is utterly 


uncapable of Food or Nouriſhment. 


Draw nigh with an humble and broken 


Heart, to partake. of the broken Body of 
| thy Lord. Get a diſtin&. Knowledge of 


this divine Inſtitution, that, thou may ſt 


be able to diſcern the Lord's Body. Know 


that Chriſt our Paſſover was crucified for 


us, the innocent Lamb of God made a Sa- 
crifice for our Sins. We are invited to 


Feaſt upon this Sacrifice, and therein to 
be united to it, and have Intereſt in it. 


Jeſus Chriſt gives himfelf to us at this: 
Ordinance, and expects that we ſhould 
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If thou believe indeed, he will be pre- 


theſe will thy Soul move towards him: 


7 e 2 = 
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Kindneſs of an indulgent Mother. In 


Light and Joy. Thus furniſhed, my Soul, 
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give our ſelves to him. Come with 
mighty Love to thy loving Saviour; and 
a very great Eſteem of an Intereſt in him. 


cious to thee: And in ſuch Thoughts as 


Thou art my only Hope, O blefled Jeſu! 
and thy Favour alone is all things to me. 
In Thee I ſhall poſſeſs whatever I want, 
and thy Fulneſs exceeds even my 
utmoſt Deſires. In Thee TI ſhall find the 
Providence of a Father, and the tender 


Thee ſhall enjoy the Protection of a King, 
and the rare Fidelity of a conſtant Friend, 
I ſhall need no other Advocate with the 
Father, but Thee; nor want any Inftru- 
Eton, if thou wilt be my Teacher. What 
can I wiſh for more, if 1 may ſay, O Jeſu! 
thou art my God, and all things! In that 
enough is {aid for them that love Thee, 
and know the Valne of thoſe precious 
Words! O ſweet and charming Words! 
My God, and all things! Sweet in 
exceſs to thoſe that taſte them: Not ſo 
indeed, to the corrupted Palates of the 
World, who reliſh nothing but the Food 
of Senſe: Words that revive the faintin 

Mind, and fill its darkeſt Thoughts wit 


thou may'{ come to this Feaſt, and _ 
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find the Reception of a welcome Gueſt. 
Though ſome Imperfections do remain in 
Thee, yet go, that thoſe Imperfections 
may be healed. He has kindly and ear-- 
neſtly invited us to his Supper, who ſees, 
and has great Compaſſion on our Miſeries. 
He bids us come, my Soul, and he will 
ſurely receive us, and with his bounteous 
Fulneſs ſupply our Defects. Go then, 
my Soul, to that ſacred Table, and take 
thy Part of that delicious Banquet: Go all 
inflamed with Love, and with Deſire; 
_ _ thy holy Thirſt at that Spring 
of Bliſs. + | 


MEDITATION II. 


nal 
Pproach, my Soul, b 
| Reverence to the Preſence of ſo 
kind a Majeſty : O be tranſported with 
Joy and wonder to think that thou art 
going to receive thy God, thy great and 
glorious God, who only out of Love thus 
gives himſelf a Pledge of thy final Salva- 
tion. Welcome the glad Day with 
Thankfulneſs and Praiſe, on which thou 
- may{t be admitted to this excellent Feaſt: 
And while the King fits at his Table, it 
25 meet thy Spikenard ſend forth the ſmelt 
thereof; that thou exerciſe thoſe Graces 
he has given thee in devout Meditations ; 
5 55 He 
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232 For Thur ſday Morning. 
He delights in the Exerciſes of theſe, and 
thou oughteſt to delight in pleaſing him, 
Say then, my Soul, when the Solemnity i 
begins, and thou art bid. to draw near, 
and take the Holy Sacrament ! Alas how 
poor, dull, and empty am I! O Lord, 
how infinitely unworthy ſo divine a Sa- 
crament ! In my beſt Attire, O Lord, I 
am ſo ragged that Iam even aſhamed to ſce 
my ſelf: Well may I then with Shame 
and Bluſhing come into the Preſence of 
Holy Angels, and much rather be abaſh'd 
to appear before the purer Eyes of thy 
infinite Glory. What is Man, O Lord, 
that thou art thus mindful of him! What 
am I, the unworthieſt of Men, that thou 
ſthouldſt invite me! O this -Kindneſs is 
too much for Man to receiyg, tis inf- 
nitely more than*the meaneff Creaturegcan 
deſerve ; but *tiS a Kindneſs ſuitable to a 
God to beſtow, whole Goodneſs like him- 
{elf is infinite. It is in Obedience, great 
Lord, to thy Command, that I now pre- 
ſent my ſelf before Thee; and in a due 
Acknowledgment of thy Faithfulneſs, I 
come to partake of thy Bleſſings. When 
thou heareſt, my Soul, the Words of Con- 
ſecration pronounced, which ſeparate the 
Bread and Wine from a common to a divine 
Uſe, ſay, I believe, O eternal Son of 
God, thou didſt take our Natur into 
. | 8 = 
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For Thurſday Morning 233 
| a Perſonal Union with thy ſelf; Thou 
didſt take it in all its eſſential Parts, but 
free from all our finful Infirmities: I 
believe thy Soul was made an CR 
for Sin, and that Offering was accepted 
of the Father; thy Sacrifice made a full 
Propitiation, and therefore are we per- 
mitted to eat of it: And ſeeing the Body. 

and Blood of our crucify'd Redeemer, 

I cannot queſtion the Love of the Father 
to Mankind. God the Father, it appears, 
did ſo love the World, as that he gave 
his only begotten Son to die for them. 
God the Son, I ſee, is willing that many 
ſnould be Partakers in his Death, ſince he 
has inſtituted this bleſſed Sacrament, and 
invites all Men to it. With Angels then, 
and Archangels, and all the glorious Hoft 

of Heaven, I praiſe and admire the Love 
of God the Father, and God the Son: I 

Praiſe and adore the ever bleſſed Trinity, 
tor the Redemption of the World by our 


| our, to i and eat thy Body which was 
broken fe ge; I come joy fully to drin 
that Cup Mey is the New Teſtament in 
thy Blood, WAIKh Blood thou haſt ſhed for 
the Remiſſio pf the Sins of many, and 
Invited all belftvins Souls to partake 
of: I defire, I long to partake of this my 
neceſſary Focd; I defire, I. long to re- 
EE e cei ve 


234 For Thurſda) Morning. 
ceive theſe incomparable Daint ies. As the 
Hart pants after the Water Brooks, ſo 
thirſteth my Soul after Thee, O Chriſt: 
I will open my Mouth wide, O Lord, 
for thy Fulneſs can ſuffice my largeſt 
Deſires. When, O my Soul, thou ſeeſt the 
Holy Bread broken, and the Conſecrated 
Wine apart from it, ſay: J remember 
thy Sufferings, O crucify'd Love, and that 
bitter Paſſion which ended in Death it 
ſelf, I call to Mind how thy bleſſed Body 
was {courg'd and bruis'd ! how thy ſacred 
Head was prick'd with the ſharp Thorns) 
How thy Hands, which had wrought ma- 
nya kind Miracle, were bored through, and 
torn with great Nails! How thy Feet, 
which had carried thee about; to do good, 
were now, by ungrateful Men, nailed to 
the Croſs! How thy tender Heart was 
pierced, by the Soldier's Spear; and at 
theſe Wounds thy Blood and thy Lite 
torſook Thee. I muſt grieve, and I muſt 
love, © thou great Martyr of Love, when 
TI conſider all this was undergone for me. 
J muſt needs deteſt my ſelf, and abhor my 
Sins, when J conſider thou waſt made a 
Curle for me. My numerous Sins increas d 
thy heavy Load; my Sins were ſome | 
of the procuring. Cauſes: of thy bitter 
Death. With a broken and contrite 
Heart, I deeply lament my paſt Tranſ- 
3 | oo | greſſions; : 
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greſſions; and reſolve that from hence- 
forth every Sin ſhall be odious to me. 

I reſolve to fight againſt it with all poſ- 
| ſible Care and Induſtry, and will not al- 
low any known Sin to be quiet in me. 

| When the Bread and Wine, my Soul, 

are by Chriſt's Miniſter's given to thee, 
lay ; Theſe, kind Lord, are thy Inſtru- 
ments of Conveyance, . and they make 
over to me the Bleſſings of the new Co- 
| venant, Welcome dear Signs of my Sa- 
viour's Preſence : Welcome ſure Pledges. 
of his Love, and of my Happineſs. Open 
ye everlaſting Doors of my Heart, and 
let this King of Glory enter in. Wel- 
come, dear Lord, tomy poor Soul, and. 
fit thou as Sovereign of my Heart. I 
ſhall be very happy under thy Domi- 
nion, and very {ate under thy Protection. 
My Beloved ts mine and I am his; I will 
Iwe to my Love, that died for me. When 
the Bread and Wine are given to others in 
thy Sight, thou muſt look upon them as 

Members of Jeſus Chriſt : Thou muſt 
look with Love upon thoſe whom he 

loves; and reſolve to praiſe all the 
Kindneſs to them that thou canſt. Con- 
dude the Solemnity with hearty Joy and 

Thankfulneſs, and ſay; What ſhallI ren- 
der unto the Lord for all his Benefits? O 
matchleſs Love of God to a poor Sinner! 
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O Love beyond Degree! O Love that pal. 


ſes Knowledge! I can never ſufficiently 
ew my ſelf grateful. Yet ble's the Lord, 


O my Soul: and all that is within me 


_ praiſe his holy Name. Praiſe him who 
graciouſly forgives all thy Sins, and juſt. 

es thee freely by his Grace. Praiſe him 
who healeth all thy Diſeaſes. Study t) 
make as liberal Returns to thy Lord as 
thou canſt, for thy Lord has dealt very 
bountifully with thee. | 


PETITION R. 


Lord, thou art the great Searcher of 
Hearts, and thou knoweſt us alto- 
gether: O aſſiſt ny ſerious Examinations 
of my elf, that I may overlook no ſecret 
Sin. Thou, Lord, knoweſt how to. influ- 
ence, and turn our Hearts even as plea- 
ſeth Thee. O prepare my Heart according 
to thine own Will, to draw nigh to thee. 
Breath, O Divine Spirit, upon my Soul, 
and then the grateful Odours: of my Grace 
will How forth. O Lord, I would with all 
due Affections commemorate and receive 
my Saviour; and J earneſtly defire that 
every Grace may renew its Strength. Let 
every Grace, O Lord, be fo improved, 
that I may bring forth more Fruit in go- 
3 and may more ſteadily reſiſt the 
Aſſaults of all Temptations to m 
155 1 ord, 
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Lord, T believe, help thou my Unbelief, 
and fill me with Joy and Peace in believ- 

ing. Inflame my Heart with a more ar- 
dent Charity; let my Love be ſtronger 
than Death, let me be rooted and ground- 
ded in Love. Make me to mind more 
the things above, and deſpiſe the things 
below; to be more patient in Adverſity, 


and more humble and fruitful in Proſperi- 


ceitful World, and Charitable to thoſe 
that injure me, and ſet themſelves againſt 


me. Increaſe in me the Love of all thy 
Commandments, and the Hatred of every 


din. O God the Father, our Creator and 
Sovereign Lord, regard, I beſcech Thee, 


memorate before Thee; remember how 
well he pleaſed Thee in all things; and 


wen 1 am united to him, regard me with 
Sins, and pardon for his Sake all my 
Tranſgreſfions. O ſpotleſs Lamb of God, 


have Mercy upon me; O Chriſt hear me, 
and be my powerful Advocate with the 


tis Mercy for my poor Soul. Offer thy ſa- 
ced Eody before his Throne, and turnaway 


the 


Favour too. When I partake of his Sa- 
crifice, accept it as a Propitiation for my 


Heavenly Father. Solicite by thy Merits 


ty: To be ſtrictly juſt and honeſt in a de- 


thy Son's Death, which we ſhall now con- 


once {lain for us Sinners on the 'Crols, 
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the Wrath that my Sins have deſery{ 
If thou wilt, O Eternal, Merci ful God, one 
God in Three Perſons, do all theſe kind 
Things for me, for the Sake and Merits of 
the Redeemer, and out of thy great Love 
to Souls; then ſince I can never have given 
thee Praiſes enough, grant that I ever live 
to praile thee, = og 
Glory be to, &c. Men, 
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T_T Aft thou, my Soul, been Feaſting at 
the Table of the Lord? Has he 
given thee himſelf and his rich Bleſſings! 
What thou haſt done ſignifies the renewal 
of that Covenant, that was made in Bap- 
tiſm between thy Lord and thee. Thou 
haſtin coming to this Feaſt profeſt thy {eli 


a a Chriſtian, and declard a Reſolution to 


live and die fo. Thou haſt pretended to 
account nothing ſo precious to thee as thy 
Saviour, and that no other Lord but he 
ſhall have Dominion over thee. The 
loving Jeſus muſt now have full Poſſeſſion 
of thy Heart, and thou may { not be 54 
5 „ „ 
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 vern'd by the Love of this World. Thou 
haſt bound thy ſelf, my Soul, to be the 
Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, and to obſerve 
the whole Religion of our Saviour: To | 
be taught by his Precepts, and to follow 9 
his excellent Example. Thou muſt not 
then learn the fooliſh Maxims of this 
World, nor conform to the ſinful Pra- : 
ctices of it: But live as one redeem'd 
from a vain Converſation, and engag'd to _ 
hate every wicked Way. Thou muſt. 
hereafter challenge no right to have thy 
ſelf at thine own diſpoſal: But deny thy 
ſelr to pleaſe tay Maſter, and take up thy 
Croſs when he requires it. When it 
would coſt thee thy Eſtate or Lite to own 
him, and profeſs his Truth, thou muſt 
cleave to him with fall purpoſe of Heart. 
and forſake all things as Droſs and Dung i 
for his Sake: Thou muſt endeavour to» | 
walk worthy of thy Heavenly Calling, 
and that thy C-nverſation be ſuch as be- 
comes the Goſpel : And therefore live not 
after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit; and 
live Godly, Righteouſly and Soberly in 
this preſent World. Do good to them 
that hate thee, and pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe thee. Forgive thoſe that 
mure thee, and live in Charity witch all 
Mankind. As thou haſt Opportunity, it 
5 required that thou do Good to all —_— gy - 
„% ür: 
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but eſpecially to thoſe of the Houſhold of 
Faith. The Law of thy Saviour requires, 
that according to thy Capacity, thou do 
cloth theſe when they are naked, and feed 
any of them when they are hungry; di- 
rect them when they are wandring, re- 
| Dore them when they are fallen, quicken 
them when they are ſlothful, fortify 
them when they are tempted: Bear with 
their acknowledg'd Infirmities, and en- 
courage them in all their well-doing. And 
the Lord, having plentifully entertain d 
thee at his Table, does expect, my Soul, 
that thou ſhouldſt encreaſe in Strength. 
He expects that thy Knowledge of divine 
Things ſhould be more clear, thy Faith 
be ſtronger to reſiſt Temptations : That 
thou be more patient under the Adverli- 
ties of this Life, and more ardent in thy 
Deſires alter a better. That thou be fruit- 
ful in holy Thoughts and pious Words, 
fruitful in quit and charitable Deeds, truit- 
tul to thy ſelf in ti ine own Improvements, 
and to others in thy good Example. It 
thou do not increaſe in Strength, it is be- 
cauſe thou art ſlothful in Buſineſs. Be dili- 
gent then in thy Work, and hold on thy 
Way, ſo ſhall thy Exercife of Grace make 
thee grow ſtronger and ſtronger : For to 
him that hath, thall be given, and he 
ſhall have Abundance, M 
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MEDITATION Ik 


 - JV Soul, thou didſt diſſemble with FRF 
1 V God in going to his ſacred Table, 
os if it was not in thy Intention and Purpoſe 
en to love him, and keep his Commands. 
iv W And if thou do not continue in that Pur- 


poſe afterwards, and endeayour to put in- 
practice thy Reſolutions, thou deſpiſeſt the 
n Obligations of his Love, and art baſely 
nd falſe to thy Covenant. Every Act of Sin 
ul, that thou committeſt after thou haſt been 


th, 4 Partaker of thy Lord's Supper, is not 
me only a Neglect of thy Duty, but the Breach 
iti of a renew'd Oath, Canſt thou find in thy 
hat Heart to take the Cup of Salvation, and 
Tl not call upon the Name of the Lord? If he 
thy delivers thee from Death and Hell, thou 
=" art highly obliged to worſhip him, and re- 
ra verence all his Inſtitutions. Wilt thou take 
d an Intereſt in Chriſt, without giving him 
1 | an latereſt in thee? Is it not à very fitting 
be. of Thankſgiving for this, to offer and 
li. relign thy ſelf to his Diſpoſal ? Is it not 
thy great Shame that thou ſhouldſt ever here» 


after account any thing too much to part 
wich, or do for his Sake; when he loved 
not his own Life to the Death, that he might 
ranlom thee from eternal Miſery? Thou 
halt renew'd the Remembrance of thy 

. M Saviour's 
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Saviour's dying Love, received new 
Pledges of thy Intereſt in it: Theſe Things 
.ought to tie thee faſter in Bonds of Love 
to him, and fpread the Divine Love fur. 
ther in thy Soul, till all thy Faculties and 
Powers be under the Command of it, and 
thy whole ſelf as it were chang'd into Love, 
Such ſhould thy Love be, as never to for- 
get how great Things his Love has dore 
For thee; ſuch, as never to think of thoſe 
great Things without the moſt fervent 
and hearty Adorations; ſuch as to make 
thee much delighted to think often of his 
Love, and often to commemorate him at 
His Supper; to make thee ſtudy what will 
pleaſe him, and ſtrive to do it in an vii- 
ver ſal Obedience; to make thee deſire that 
his Honour may be promoted in the 
World, and his Kingdom enlarg'd to all 
the Corners of the Earth. Did our Savi- 
Our come into the World to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, and ſhould I help to 
carry on thoſe Works of the World by re- 
taining and living in any Sin? This ſure 
were highly to affront the great Redeemer, 
and deſpiſe his kind Undertaking : To fach 
there remains no other Offering for Sin, 
but they ought with Fear to expect a tet- 
rible Judgment, Wilt thou, my Soul, 
entertain and cheriſh that which has prey 
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Tor Tharſday Evening. 243 
the Heart of thy Saviour ? Oh, with what 
Indignation ſhould we regard all Sin, even 


3 


our moſt beloved Sins! when it was theſe 
that gave him his many Wounds, theſe 
brought him to the Agony in the Garden, 
theſe cauſed his ſecret Suffering on the 
Croſs, which his Soul felt, when he ſadly 
cry'd out, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
| forſaken me! All theſe things will condemn 
me, if I regard any Iniquity in my Heart. 
Conſider further, my Soul, whatis worthy 
| of them who are waſh'd in the precious 
| Blood of the Lamb. How. very much 
ought they to love, to whom much has been 
forgiven! How ſhould they love one ano- 
| ther, whom the Father ſo lov'd, as to give 
them his Son? Conſider again, how they 
ought to walk, who are conſign'd to im- 
mortal Bleſſedneſs! How ſhould they pu- 
rite themſelves, as God is pure, and caſt 
away all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit! 
With what Contempt ſhould threy look upon 
all the Pomp and Glory of this World, and 
pity thoſe that fondly admire it, and never 
| envy any the Enjoyment of it! with what 
Moderation and Indifferency ſhould they 
deſire to enjoy theſe Things! They ſhould 
never be proud of any Enjoyments ia this 
World, nor be dejected with any Wants. 
In vaig was our Saviour a Man of Sor- _ 


M2 rows, 
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viour's Purchaſe, if the Thoughts of Eez: 
ven do notzinflame thy Defires ; and ac. 
count his Blood cheaply thrown away, 


of thy Saviour's Love, thou muſt earneſt- 


muſt greatly deſire to be there, aid 
cheriſh the Hopes of it as thy chief 
Joys and Conſolations on Earth. 


as I am Ihine by receiving my Being 


faithful Service. I own, O Lord, te R 
| Juſtice and Equity of being ſo obliged ; I 


"> Mie. 
> IRE. 
Safe bn 
2 Cw. 1 


rows, and acquainted with Griefe, to 
Purchaſe for us the Glories and Joys of 
Heaven, if the Hopes of Glory are not 
worthy to delight us, and make us rejoice 
evermore. Thou doſt undervalue thy 83. 


if thou think it not worth thy Endez- 
vours, To anſwer then the Obligations 


Iy ſtrive to fit thy ſelf for Heaven, tho 


MEDITATION II. 


Acknowledge, O bleſſed Son of Ged, 
and Lord oft Heaven and Earth, that 


from Thee, ſo I was early devoted to 
Thee: I was engaged in a folemn Cove. 
nant, by which I Rand bound to do The 


account it my litereſt to be iatirely thüe t 
I am ſaved by being devoted to Thee, 2% fi 
houvn'd in admiſſion to thy Service: "i ti 


is The gicateſt Preferment I can attal. re 


ſeri 
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ſerve him who is the Lord of Heaven, and 
0 prince of the Kings of the Earth. Thy 
of W <crvice, O Lord, is perfect Freedom, and 
ot W they have great Peace that love thy Law: 
ce There are no Riches comparable to thy 
a. WW Rewards, nor any Pleaſures ſo ſweet as 
1: thy Conivlations. 1am aſham'd, O Lord, 
c. and have great Reaſon to be ſo, for that 
7, WF have liv'd no more ſuitable to ſuch a 
devoted State: That I have preſum'd to 
ns WW diſpoſe of my ſelf fo much according to 
t. WW the Devices and Deſires of my own Eeart. 
on WW 1 have often wander'd from rhe ſafe and 
id MW pleziant Path of thy Commandmeats, and 
elt often ſtept into the dangerous uneaſy 
ways of sin: I have greatly diſparag'd _ 
my ſelf hereby in thy fight, and in the 
Sight of thy holy Angels: O it is fit that 
| Thou, and they who have ſeen my Sias, 
od ſhould fee my Repentance ; that have 
bet fee me moſt balely breaking my Cove- 
ing vant with my God, ſhould fee me heartt- 
tw reuewing again fo juſt a Covenant. I 
we- thank thy Love, dear Jeſu, for 'tis by 
hee hat Thou halt done for us, thit our 1 
the Repentance. may be accepted: I thank *#N 
Thee, O gracious Saviour, for Inſtituting ; 
ile thy Supper, for the Renewal and Con- 
aud firmation of our Baptiſmal Covenant ; 
i that Thou haſt commanded us at that to 
i 18 !6-iaforce our Reſolutions, and that 
erte | | M 3 -.. ma 
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Thou art ready to confirm them by thy 


Grace, It is, Lord, the ſincere Deſire 
of my Soul, never to revolt from Thee 
any more. I believe there is no greater 
Happineſs, than to be a firm Confederate 
with the faithful Jeſus : By which I ſhall 
become a Temple to the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Light and Love, the Spirit of 
Grace and Glory. Now, Lord, that 1 
have had a freſh fight of thy Love, and 
have fat under thy Shadow with Delight, 
thy bleſſed Name ſhall be deeply engraven 


in my Heart; I will allow no Affection 


but the Love of Jeſus, and all my Powers, 
and all their Motions ſhall be ſubject to 
that: I will ſay to all the Vanities of the 


World, Be gone, I have no room in my | 


Heart for you, whom I cannot Love too 
little; I will referve it all for my Saviour, 
whom I can never Love too much: 1 will 


ſay to thoſe Temptations that would 
draw me into Sin, Ceaſe your baſe Sollici- 


tation, for J cannot willingly grieve my 
loving Saviour: If it be difficult to ſerve 
him, I will ſteadily conflict with thoſe 
_ Difficulties : If it will coſt me the Loſs 
of all Worldly Conveniences, I will glad- 
ly forſake all to adhere to him: If it ex- 
poſe my Life, I will let that go, rather 
than deny my loving Lord. Now that ! 


have receiv'd the bleſſed Jeſus at his Sup- 


per; 


3 


8 a A as al ——— aa : n 
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per, and thou, Lord, art come to make 
| thy Abode with me, I will ſtudy to give 
Thee ſuch kind Entertainment as may 
pleaſe Thee, and keep Thee with me : F 
will endeavour in my Thoughts, Words: 
and Actions, to ſet always before Thee 
what I think will be acceptable; I will 
watch againſt every Thing that is impure, 
and would be offenſive to thy holy Sight. 
l xvill often retire from the World ro con- 
I verſe with Thee: Worldly Cares and Bu- 
ſineſs ſhall not keep me from thy Com- 
[WF pany. 1 have been praiſing Thee, O 
Lord, in thy Houſe, and at thy Table, 
but 1 have not praiſed Thee enough : And 
who can praiſe Thee enough for what I. 
| WW there ſaw, for what I there received! G 
bow low are my Conceptions of thy Love! 
Ho vaſtly below it are all my Words ! FE 
= will try, O Lord, what my Deeds can do 
in praiſing Thee; and every part of my 
| Lite ſhall endeavour thy Honour. Thus, 
Lord, I may and ought to reſolve; but my 
a Practice depends entirely on thy Grace. 
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PETITIONS. 


deemer ! Thou art exalted to he a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins: I beſeech Thee, O 


Lord, our kind and gracious Re- 


Lord, as Thou haſt enabled me to re- 


pent, and to confeſs the Folly of my 
back-ſliding Heart, do Thou graciouſly 
give me thy Pardon. Forgive me, 0 
Lord, that I have been ſo falſe to former 
Vows, and have ſo often contradicted my 
Covenants with Thee. O deal not with 


me as 1 deſerve ; caſt me not away from 


thy -Preſence, take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me. I have been weakly ſtriving 
againſt my Sins, and could not ſo far con- 


quer them as I would : And therefore, 


Lord, I come to thy Table, to receive 
greater Strength againſt them. O let 


ſuch a Virtue come from thy Death at 


this Remembrance of ir, as may lay all my 
Sins utterly dead ; and let the Influence 
of that Power ſo remain, as that they 
may never revive ; that I may never be 


hinder'd in my Duty by any Sin eaſily be- 
fetting me ; that I may ſerve and pleaſe 
Thee in all Purity, Heavenly minded neſs, 
Integrity, in Charity, Humility and Con- 
tentedneſs, in whatever Condition it 
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mall pleaſe Thee to place me. Enable me 
perfectly to overcome my Paſſions, and 
keep them all ſubject to the Eaws of thy 
love. Let thy Love, which is repreſented 
in this Sacrament, ſo deeply affect me, 
that I may delight to think and to ſpeak of 
it, and may endeavours, as far as I can, 
to imitate it. Keep me mindful of my 
| Vows; make my Endeavour ſuccelsful, 
and my Obedience perfect and compleat 
ia allthings. So poſſeſs me. with the Love 


of Thee, my kind Redec mer, as to make 


me ardently deſirous of ſeeing Thee Face 
to Face. Refine me at length by that holy 
Fire, from all the Droſs of my Corrupti- 
ons, and to ſuch a Degree of Holineſs and 
| Purity, that I may be fit to fly away from 


this World, to the Habitation of thy Ho- 


| lineſs and Glory. Amen. 


HYMN XXIV. 


O I reſolve an eaſie Life, 
With Plenty ſtor'd, and free from 
(Strife; 


| When my dear Lord, thy Days and Nights, 
Were paſs'd in Poverty and Frights * _ 


Do 1 deſign A gentle Death, 


Juſt ſiaging out my aged Breath; To 
My When 
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When, my Love, cruel Tortures tore 
1 hy dear Soul out, all drown'd in Gore? : 


Oh, no! Our Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
Still acting in a ſweet Diſguiſe, 

My Saviour's Paſſion o'er again, 

Shall all ſuch fond Conceits reſtrain. 


This muſt keep lively in my Mind, 
How I ought ſtill to be reſign'd. 
Fhis humble Pattern ſhould deſtroy 
My ſenſual Grief and only Joy. 


Are Sufferings Ius 2 No; Goodneſs choſe 
His, and our Way to Bliſs through thoſe, 
Are Pleaſures good ? No Wiſdom ſcorn'd 
Their Dalliance, and has us fore-warn'd. 


Fhis, Eord, this make my Song to be, 
At leaſt, when'er F meet with Thee; 
Thee, its glad Ground, ſo oft repeating, 
As may prevent my Soul's forgetting. 


Jeſu ! thus arm'd, no Terrours ſhall 

E'er make my vertuous Courage fall: 

No Flatteries here my bleſt Hopes drow, 
Since thy ſad Croſs led to thy Crown. 


Ohr live for ever, glorious Lord; | 
Live, by all Heaven and Barth 4 ador 42 


A 
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May both their joyful Praiſes give, 
They who can ſee, we who believe. 


Praiſe to the glorious Three in One, 
Let Time aſcribe till Time be done: 
Then let the Work continu'd be, 
By an endleſs Eternity. 2 
5 Amen. 


8 
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MEDITATION I. 


Ome let us glory in the Croſs of our 
ö 4 Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom is our 
Lite and Health, and Reſurredion. Shall 
we rejoice, my Soul, to Day? Shall we not 
rather mourn at the Funeral of our dear 
Redeemer ? Such, O my Lord, was the Ex- 
ceſs of thy Goodneſs, to derive Joys for us 
from thine own Sorrows. Thou for bad'ſt 
thy Followers to weep for Thee, and re- 
ſerved'ſt to thy elf alone the Shame and 
Grief. Thou inviteſt all the World to 
| glory in thy Croſs, and comma nd'ſt us to 
delight in the Memory of thy Paſſion, Þ} 
Sing then, all you dear bought Na- 
tions of the Earth; ſing Hymos f 
” OW K 


S . 
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FCilory to the holy Jeſus. Sing every one 
5 who pretends to Felicity, ſing immortal 
ll Praiſes to the God of our Salvation: To 
Him, who for us endur'd ſo much Scorn, 
and patiently receiy'd ſo many Injuries : 
To Him, who for us ſweat Drops of Blood, 
and drank off the Dregs of his Father's 
Wrath: To the Eternal Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, who for us was ſlain by the 
HFands of the Wicked; who for us was led 
2 . away as a Sheep to the Slaughter, and as 
meek Lamb, opened not his Mouth. Whi- 
ther, O my God, did thy Compaſſion car- 
ry Thee? How did thy Charity too far 
prevail with Thee? Was it not enoughto_ 
become Man for us, but thou muſt expoſe. 
thy ſelf to all our Miſeries? Was it not 
7 enough to labour all thy Life, but thou muſt 
ſiñffec for us even the Pains of Death? No, 
= gracious Lord, thy Mercy ſtill obferv'd 
 fome Wants in our Condition as yet un- 
ſupply'd. Thou ſaw'ſt our too much 
Fondneſs of Life, needed thy parting with 
it to reconcile us to Death. Thou ſaw'ſt 
our fear of Sufferings could no way be 
1 abated but by freely undergoing them 
za thine own Perſon. Thou ſaw'ſt 
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our Souls ſo deeply ſtain'd with Guilt, 
© That without thy Blood we could 
have no Remiſſion. O bleſſed Jeſu! 
Whofe Grace alone begins and perfects all 
| . our 
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our Hopes: How are we bound to praiſe 
thy Love How infinitely oblig'd to adore 
thy Goodneſs! At any rate thou wouldſt 


ſtil] go on, to heal our weak and wound= 3 


ed Nature; even at the Price of thine 
on dear Blood, thou wouldſt accompliſh _ 
for us the Purchaſe of Heaven. | 


HYMN XXV. 


PT Une now your ſelves, my Heart-ſtrings, 
i Let us aloft our Voices raiſe; (high; 
That our loud Song may reach the Sky, 
And there preſent to Thee our Praiſe. 


To Thee, bleſs'd Jeſu! who cam'ſt down 
| Fromtioſe bright Spheres of Joy above, 
| To purchaſe us a dear-bought Crown, 
| And wooe our Souls t eſpouſe thy Love. 


Long had the World in Darkneſs fate, 
F *Till thou and thy All-glorious Light 

| Began to dawn from Heaven's fair Gate, 
Aid with thy Beams diſpel their Night. 


We too, alas! ſtill there had ſtood, 


As common Slaves, in the ſame Shade; 0 


But Mercy came, and with his Blood 
Our general Ranſom freely paid. 


Not | 
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Not all the Spite of all the Fews, 
Nor Death it ſelf could him remove; 

Still he bis bleſs'd Defign purſues, 
And gives his Life to crown our Love 


And now, my Lord, my God, my All ; 
What ſhall I moſt in Thee admire ? 
That Power which made the World, and ſhall 
The World again diffolve with Fire. 


Oh, no! Thy ſtrange Humility, | 
Thy Wounds, thy Pains, thy Croſs, thy 
Theſe ſhall alone my Wonder be, (Death; 

My Health, my Joy,my Staff, myBreath, 


To Thee, great God! to Thee alone, 
Three Perſons in one Deity ; | 
As former Ages ſtill have done, 
All Glory now and ever be, Amen. 


MEDITATION II. Is 
Wake, my Soul, and ſpeedily pre- 
_ pare thy richeſt Sacrifice of humble 
Praiſe : Awake, and ſummon all thy 
Thoughts to make haſte and adore our 
great Redeemer. To him let us reverent- 
Iy go, and offer our devout Hearts at his 
ſacred Feet. Thither let us fly from the 
Troubles of the World; with him, let us 
dwell among the Mercies of Heaven : yn 
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Jer the Shade of that happy Tree let us 
fx our Abode: A Tree of ſafe Defence, 
and delicious Fruit. Let us remember eve- 
ty Paſſage of our Saviour's Love, and De- 
| fire that none may eſcape our Thanks. Let 
us compaſſionate every Stroke of his Death, 
and, one by one, Salute his ſacred Wounds, 
| Bleſt be the Hands that wrought ſo many 
| kind Miracles, and were bor'd with cruel 
Nails. Bleſt be theR Feet that ſo often tra- 

velb'd for us, and at laſt were unmercifully 
faſten'd to the Croſs, Bleſt be the Head 
which was crown'd with Thorns ; the 

| Head that ſo induſtriouſly ſtudied our 
| Happineſs. Bleſt be the Heart which was 
pierced with a Spear; the Heart that ſo 
| paſſionately lov'd our Peace. Bleſt be the 
| intire Perſon of our crucified | Lord, and 
| may all our Powers join in his Praiſe: In 
| thy eternal Praiſe, O gracious Jeſu ! and 
the raviſhing Thoughts of thy incompara- 
ble Sweetneſs. O what Exceſs of Kind- 

| neſs was this! What ſtrange Extremity 

of Love and Pity ! The Lord is fold that 
| the Slave may be free; the Innocent con- 
| demi'd, that the Guilty may be ſav'd. 
The Phyſictan is ſick, that the Patient may 
de cur'd; and he, who was Ged, dies, that 
Man may live. Tell me, my Soul, when 
hr{ thou haſt well conſider'd, and look'd 
about among all we know; tell me, Who. 
Ef LE cer 


* OE FO RE RES on PE IIa ooo ne Dd Cu ED RS ie I or ER I REN 

8 — TT 0 = 6 . ER 2 n a N * 1 4 : 
1 we > F i a 2 * 5 "=" 

* cy : A bY * N x Th 2 DIS * » - 


= . 
IE a 5 3 

r Rr 
2.3 88 EIT IE 
2X * p — - — 

ba AY — a0. dr . XIA 
— SS 6 . 

Crt "3; 


; te OY 3 * SC 3-6 . 9 — —.— —_— 
22.72 C 1 n 1 2 wt 
= 2 T 1 * n ye- PIT: \ 
b = RMSE, — — * OL EE > 
2 HQ r wa — Perron Nerd P — wen el 
3 C ß c II2CEERY N E + RIES 
8 "rm Se ug. 8 . S + Ge oa ; 
n . "FX SALVE + In * 
* 


—— 
fk 
S LIES 
— gage of, 
7 "NIE APES 
* 19 


*. La 2 6 42 F 5 —— 
— ha — * 2 ; "7228 eee 
— — 2 b 1 ere 6 —— * - 8 — — A . ——— —˖»V ey > IS nn 
— K © ee RI — 8 . . 3 — — 25 9 ls inde nog « — re. wad 
"x gt "Spine: r — F< _—_ — — * 9 * Y ” 8 » - 2 . - — — X 
28 — EY nA A e n e r —— ern , 
* 2 5 . 3 - 3 — 2 1 — 8 — Ik * 9 L2G 
- 1 - — 
* = - ; 0 * : 7 = RI 
* 


. . x 


256 For Friday Morning. 


ever wiſh'd us ſo much Good? Who ever 
lov'd us with ſo much Tenderneſs ? What 
have our neareſt Friends done for us, or 


even our Parents, in Compariſon of this 
Charity ? No leſs than the Son of God 


came down to redeem us; no leſs than 
his own dear Life was the Price he paid 
for us. What can the Favour of the whole 
World promiſe us, compar'd to this mi- 
raculous Bounty ? No leſs then the Joys 
of Angels are become our Hope ; no leſs 
than the Kingdom of Heaven | is made our 
Iaheritance. 


D175: 117. 


O Thee, O God, we owe our ſelves, 
for making us after thine own Image. 


To Thee, O Lord, we owe more than our 


ſelves, for redeeming us with the Death 
of thine only Son. Nor were our Ruins 
ſo ſoon repair'd, as at firſt our Being was 
eaſily produc'd. Thy Power to create us 
ſaid but one Word, and immediately we 
became a living Soul: But thy Wiſdom to 


redeem us, both ſpake much, and wrought. 


more, and ſuffer'd moſt of all. To redeem 
us, he humbled himſelf to this low World, 


| and all the Infirmities of our miſerable 


Nature. He patiently endur'd Hunger 


and Thirſt, and the malicious Affronts of 


enraged Enemies. How many Times did he 
| hazard 


2 
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hazard his Life, to ſuſtain with Courage 


the Truth of Heaven! How many Tears 


did he tenderly weep, in Compaſſion of his 
W blind ungrateful Country! How many 
Drops of Blood did he ſhed in the doletul 
| Garden, and on the bitter Croſs ! the 
| Croſs, where, after three long Hours of 
| Grief, and Shame, and intolerable Pains, 
| he meekly bow'd his fainting Head, and 
in an Agony of Prayer yielded up the 
| Ghoſt, So ſets the gloricus Sun in a ſad 
Cloud, and leaves our Earth in Darkneſs 
and Diſorder; but goes to ſhine immedi- 
F ately in the other World, and ſoon re- 
| turas again, aud brings us Light. And ſo 
| doſt Thou, dear Lord, and more: Thy 
very Darkneſs is our Light. Tis by 
thy Death we are made to live, and, by 
thy Wonnds our Sores are heal'd O my a- 
| dor'd Redeemer, who took'ſt upon thee all 
our Miſeries, to impart to us thine own. 
| Felicities ! Can we remember thy Labours 
| for us, and not be convinc'd, of our Duty 
to thee? Can our cold Hearts recount thy 
FF >uficrings, and not be inflam'd with the 
| Love that ſuffer'd ? Can we believe our 
Salvation coſt Thee ſo dear, and live as 


it to be ſav'd were not worth our Pains 2 
Ingratefal we! How do we light the 
Kindnets of our God! How careleſſy 
comply with his gracious Deſigns! For 8 
= 
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his Gifts, he requires no other return, tha: 
to hope ſtill more, and deſire Pill greater 
Bleflings. For all his Favours he ſeeks no 
other Praiſe, than our following his Steps, 
to arrive at his Glory. 


PETITIONS. 
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Glorious Jeſu ! behold, to Thee we 
bow, and humbly implore thy Bleſ- 
ſing, in whom all Fulneſs dwells. Accom- 
pliſh in us, we pray, thoſe gracious Purpo- 
ſes for which thou didſt aſſume the human 
Nature, and ſuffer a painful and ignomigi- 
ous Death. Teach us, O Lord, by thy 
Word, and thy Exariple, the ſole Way 
to that Bliſs for which we were created. 
_ Give us an aſſured Pardon ot all our Sins, 
and the Privilege of becsming the Sons of 
God: Poſleſs us with the joyful Hope of 
an Eternal Life, purchas'd for us by our 
Redeemer's Death. O Almighty Redeemer 
deſtroy in us the Works of the Devil: 
Deliver us (for none elſe can) from the 
Power of every Sin. Set us at Liberty to 
run the Ways of thy Commandments; 
Thy Service is perfect Freedom. Give us 
the ſpecial Affiſt ance of thy Grace, that 
we may wean our Affections from all vain 
Deſires, and clear our Thoughts from all 
impertinent Fancies: That our Lives 3 | 
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be entirely dedicated to Thee, and all the 
Faculties of our Souls to thy holy Service: 
That our Minds may continually ſtudy thy 
„ Knowledge, and our Wills grow every Day 

ſtronger in thy Love: Our Memories may 

| faithfully lay up thy Mercy, and both 
Tongue and Heart Be continually diſpos'd 
and often employ'd to praiſe Thee; to 


© 3 3, 


© WW praiſe thy incomparable Love, which has 
done and ſuffer'd ſo much for loſt Man- 
- [| kind. O let the continual Memory of thy 
* bitter Paſſion and Death, make us deſpiſe 

f the Good or Ills that we meet with here, 

4 compar'd to the advancing our Selves or 


J others in the Eſteem of what we hope 
hereafter; thro? the Sufferings and Merits. 
. of Thee our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Glory be to, &. | 
f | Amen. 
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MEDITATION I. 


Ome, let us now call off our Thoughts 

from ranging abroad, where they but 

loſe themſelves. Let us diligently exa- 

mine the Accounts of our Time, and ſum. 
ns up 


* 
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up the Profit we have made to Day. What 
have we gain'd by all we have ſeen or 
heard ? For nothing is ſo barren bur it 
may yield ſome Fruit, had we the Att to 
cultivate It right, and fitly apply it to our 
own Advantage. If we have ſpy'd ſome 
goed Example, which our gracious God 
has preſeated, to inſtruct or quicken us; 
did we immediately entertain the Motion, 
and reſolve in our Hearts effectively to 
 follow-it? If we have fallen among vicious 
Company, which, Oh! too often engages 
Into Folly; did the Danger increaſe our 
Care, and the Sin of others, breed Vir tue in 
us? We have heard, perhaps, ſome melan- 
cholly News of ſudden Sickneſſes, or unex- 

pected Deaths; but did we fear to be ſur- 
priz'd our ſelves, and provide betimes for 
that Day of Trial? We meet with Acci- 
dents eyough todiſparage this World; but 
do we really feel it lose Credit in our Hearts? 
Does our Eſteem of the other grow ſtrong 
and high, and every one. faithfully tel] his 
own Soul, Tis not in this poor World 
thou muſt expect Content; 'tis not here 
thou muſt hope to enjoy a perfect Reſt. 


Order thy whole Affairs with utmoſt 


Skill, and, which is ſeldom ſeen, let all 
thy Deſigns ſucceed, . ſtill thou ſhalt find 
- ſomething to trouble thee 3 and even 
thy Pleaſures will be tedious to thee : 

| Where- 
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wWhereſoever thou goeſt, ſtill Croſſes will 
follow Thee; becauſe where ever thou 
goeſt thou carrieſt thy Self. Who then, 
my God, is truly happy in this World? 
or rather I ſhould ask who comes the 

neareſt to Happineſs? He that with pati- 
ence reſolves to ſuffer whatever his Endea- 
vours are not able to avoid. Happy yet 
more is he that delights to ſvffer, and glo- 
ries to be like his Crucify'd Saviour. When 
thou art come to this, my Soul, that thy 
Croſſes ſeem ſweet for the Love of Jeſus; 
think then thy ſelf ſublimely happy; for 
ſurely thou haſt found a_Heaven upon 
Earth; at leaſt, the beſt Heaven that this 
Earth can afford; and take it as a Pledge 
S of a better eome. 7 7 


MEDITATION Il. 


\ /TY Scu!, when thou art thus retir'd - . 
4 alone, and fitly diſpoſed for quiet 
Thoughts; never let the G:gatneſs of anc- 
ther moleſt thy Peace, nor his proſperous _ 
Condition make thee repine. Say not in 
thy Heart, had I that fair Eſtate, or were 
 Tintruſted with ſo high a Place; I ſhould 
know how to contrive Things better, and 
never commit ſuch groſs Mifakes. Tell 


me, how doſt thou manage thine own Em- 


ployments; and fit the little Room thou 
N holdeſt 
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holdeſt in the World? If thou haſt Leiſure, 
art thou not idle, and ſpendeſt thy pre. 
_ cious Time in unprofitable Follies ? If thou 
art buſy, art thou not fo too much ; and 
leaveſt no time to provide for thy immor- 
tal Soul? Do thy Riches make thee more 
wiſe, and generouſly aſſiſt the innocent 
Poor ? Does thy Poverty make thee hum- 
ble, and faithfully labour for thy little Fa- 


mily ? Doſt thou in every State give Thanks 


to Heaven, and contentedly ſubmit to its 


ſevereſt Decrees ? Canſt thou rejoicingly 


ſay to God; O my adored Creator! I am 
glad my Lot is in thy Hands? Thou art all 
Wiſdom, and ſeeſt my Wants; thou art all 
"Goodneſs and delighteſt to Telieve me: 
Under thy Providence I know I am ſafe; 

whatever befalls me, thou guideft to my 
Advantage. If thou wilt have me obſcure 


and low; thy bleſſed Will, not mine, be 


done. If thou wilt load my Back with 
Croſles, and imbitter my Days with Gtief 
or Sickneſs ; ſtill may thy bleſſed Will, 
O Lord, be done; ſtill govern thy Crea- 
tures in thine own beſt Way. Place 


| where-ever thou pleaſeſt thy other Fa- 


vours ; but ſecure to my Soul a Portion 
in thy Love. Take what thou wilt of the 


things thou haſt lent me, but leave, I be- 
ſieech Thee, in my Heart, the Poffeſſion 


of thy ſelf. Let others be prefer'd, and 


me 


ww www e can 35 = 
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and mine, if thou pleaieſt, miſcarry: On- 
and may my gracious God vouchſafe to 


grant me that; That thou caſt me not a- 
way from thy Preſence for ever; nor wipe 


/ x 


let my eternal Hopes remain, and till 


MEDITATION III. 


N A* Thoughts, run over the Paſſages 
: you have met to Day; or rather, 


In—_  - > 2 _C 


have we ſeen, but diſtracting Vanities ; 
and what brought home, but unprofitable 


ep. == „ 


Miads diſturb'd ! How often endanger'd 
by unhappy Accidents! Sometimes we 
frowardly throw our ſelves down, and 
like fullen Children, will not ſtand : Some- 
times the Tempeſt throws us down, and 
like weak Children, we cannot ſtand : Yet 
e are we ventriag ſtill among the Snares, 


eb 


% 


—— 
wd 


|- WW entic'd by the Appearance of ſome preſent 


n W Delight. We weary out our ſelves with 
running after Flies, which are hard to 
catch, and Trifles when they are 
caught, This we purſue, and follow 


me neglected; let their Affairs ſucceed, 


I, one thing I cannot chuſe but deſire, 


my Name out of the Book of Life: But 


grow quicker as they approach their Ead. 


forget ſuch impertinent Things, What 


| Fancies? How often have we felt our 


that; 
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that; but nothing we meet can fill our 


Hearts, till we found out Thee, O praci.* 


- ous Lord! our only full, all-ſatisfying 
Good; till we have found out Thee, not 
by a dark Belief, but clearly, as thou art 
in thine own bright felf. Remember, 0 
my Soul, this Truth of the World we live 
in, which our owa Experience too evi. 
dently proves: The Eye is not fill'd with 
ſeeing its Varieties, nor the Ear with hear. 
ing ailits Harmony. Remember alſo this 
Truth of the World we hope for, which is 
made ſure to our Faith by the Word of 
Chriſt: The Eye has not ſeen ſuch beay- 
teous Glories, nor has the Ear ever heard 
ſuch raviſhing Charms ; nor can the Heart 
it ſelf conceive ſuch incredible Joys, as our 
God has provided for them that love him, 
as our bleſſed Jeſus has purchas'd for his 


Servants; and even for thee, my Soul, if | 


thou art one of them: Then thou may 
in Peace lay down thy Head, and reſt ſe- 
cure in the Protection of thy God, whole 
Mercy has fo graciouſly ſingl'd thee out 
from among the Race of guilty Mortals, 
to give thee the Peace which paſſes all 
Underſtanding, and the Hopes that are 
ſtrongly eſtabliſh'd on himſelf. 


"HERE 


PETITIONS. 


FN lofinitely mild, and unexhauſtible 


Source of Mercy and Compaſſion! 
have Mercy upon me poor miſerable Sin- 


ner. Have Mercy, Lord, and help me, 


for | ſpend my Days in Vanity, tho' lam 
continually haſting down to the Grave. [ 


do not improve as. I might in Vertue by 


the Occaſions I meet with, but they often 


make me guilty and improve in Vice. O 


Lord, enter not into Judgment with thy 
poor Creature, for in thy Sight ſhail no 


Man living be juſtify*d. Lord, make me 


indge my ſelf, leſt I be condema'd by thee, 
and frequently chaſtiſe my ſelf, left I be 
puniſh'd by thee: Make me mortify my 
Senſes with diſcreet Auſterities, that I may 


reduce my Body into Subjection to my Mind, 


and bring my Mind at Length into a due 
Subjection to Thee. O Lord, of thy great 
Mercy pardon my daily Sins, and let thy 
Grace make even them Occaſions of Im- 
provement in Virtue. Let thy provident 
Mercy, O God, make every Day a new 
Branch of Knowledge to me, from whence 
the Evening may gather freſh Variety of 
Fruits to nouriſh my Soul to an Eternal 
Life? Fruits that may ſtrengthen me a- 
gainſt thoſe Occaſions by which I have 

Ct 8 © been 
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been moſt frequently overcome; that may 
render me ſteady in the Ways of Virtue, 
| Grant, I beſeech thee, that no Experience 
of Good or Evil, which this Day has at- 
forded, may be loſt upon me. Make me 
more sbiltul by all to diſcern the true Va- 
lue and Uſe of the preſent State in all its 
various Poſtures z wean me more from this 
World, ſince then haſt made me for a het- 
ter: make me more ready to offer up with | 
our Saviour my whole Concerns and Being 
here to thy Will, and the ſole Advance of 
thy Glory, that L mayatlenpth, be crown'd | 
with Bliſs among the reſt of thy reſign'd il 
and devoted Servants, thro? Jeſus Chriſt 
oy well-bleſſed Son. Amen. 


HYMN XXVI. 


1 


„Als not for us, and our proud Hearts, "8 | 
O mighty Lord, to chute our Parts; . 
Bur ad well what thou wiſely giv'ſt: 
*Tis not in our weak Power to make, 
; One ſtep o'th' Way we undertake; | 
(x), Unleſs thou k kialy us reliev'lt. _ 


What thou haſt given, thou can'ſt take, 
And wher thou wilt, new Gifts can'ſt make: 
| As all things flow from the alone: 
hen thou didft give it, it was thine; 
When thou retobk'ſt it, 'twas not mine: 
*Tis fit thy Will in all be done. It 


* 
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it might perhaps too pleaſant prove, 
Too much attractive of my Love; 

And ſo make leſs my Love of Thee: 
come. Things there arc, thy Scriptures ſay, | 
And Reaſon proves that Heavea and they 

Can very ſeldom: well agree. g 


1 


Lord! let me then ſit calmly down, 
And reſt contented with my own ; 
That is, with what thou here allow'ſt 
Keep thou my Mind ſerene and free, 
Often to think on Heaven and Thee; 
And thoſe great Things thou there be- 
„ ſtow'ſt 
There let me have my Portion, Lord! 
There all my Loſſes be reſtor'd ; | 
And then no matter what falls here: 
st not enough that we ſhall ſing, 
And Love for ever our bleſt King ; | 
Whoſe glorious Goodneſs brought us 
ET there? 
| Greit God, as thou art One, nf:y we 
With one another all agree, | 
All in thy thankful Praiſe conſpire ; 
May Men and Aagels join 2nd fing 
Eternal Hymns to Thee thei King, 
And make up one Adoring Quire. 
5 LE” 
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MEDITATION L 


F we rejoice for our ſelves in the Suf. 
ferings of our Lord, let us now rejoice 


for him, that his Sufferings are ended: 
| Now that the Fowler's Net is broken, 


and the meek and innocent Dove eſcap'd : 
Now that the Cup of Bitterneſs is paſt. a- 
way, and never poſſible to return again: 


Never again, O deareſt Jeſu, ſhall thoſe 


bleſt Eyes weep, nor thy holy Soul be ſor- 
rowful uato Death: Never ſhall thy pre- 
cious Life be ſubject any more to the 


bloody Malice of ambitious Hypocrites: | 
Never ſhall thy Innocence any more be 


expos'd to the barbarous Fury of an in- 


| grateful Multitude; but thou ſhalt live 


and reign for ever, and all created Na- 
ture ſhall perpetually adore Thee. 0 


happy Eud of well-eadar'd Afflictions: O 


bleſſed Fruits, that ſpring from the Croſs 
ot Jeſus.! Look up my Soul, and fee thy 
Crucify'd Lord fit gloriouſly enthron'd at 
the Right Hand of his Father : Behold 
the ragged Purple now turn'd into a Robe 
of Light, and the ſcoraful Reed into 4 
— Royal 


Royal Scepter: The Wreath of Thorns 
is grown into a ſparkling Diadem, and all 
his Scars poliſh'd into Brightneſs : His 
Tears are all now chang'd into Joy, and 
the Laughter of his Perſecutors into ſad 
Deſpair * Herod long ſince periſh'd in mi- 


ſetable Contempt, and Pilate ſtil] trembles 


with everlaſting Fears. The impenitent 
Jews are ſcatter'd over the World, to at- 
teſt his Truth, and their own obdurate 
Blindnefs; but himſelf is crown'd with 
eternal Triumphs, and the Souls ke re- 
deems ſhall fing his ViRories for ever. 
Live, glorious King of Men and Angels; 
live, happy Conqueror of Sin and Death: 
Our Praiſes ſhall always attend thy Suffer= 
ings, and our Patience endeavour to bear 
our own : Through fierceſt Dangers our 
Faith ſhall follow Thee, and nothing wreſt 
from ns our Hope at laſt to ſee Thee: 


we will fear no more the Sting of Death, 


nor be frighted at the Darkneſs of the 
Grave, ſince thou haſt chang'd our Grave 


| into a Bed of Reſt, and made Death it ſelf 


but a Paſſage into Life. We will love no 


more the Pleaſures of Vanity, nor ſet our 
Hearts on unſatisfying Riches, ſince thou 


haſt open'd Paradiſe again, and purchas'd 


for us the Kingdom of Heaven. 


11 3 HYMN 
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Y God, to Thee our ſelves we owe; 
And to thy Bounty, all we have: 
” Behold, to Thee our Praiſes bew, 

And humbly thy Acceptance crave. 


If we are happy in a Friend, * 
 __ That very Friend *tis thou beſtow'ſt; 
His Power, his Wil}, to help our End, 

\-- Fs juſt ſo much as thou allo w'ſt. 


— r ——————ĩjꝙ— 2: — - m—_ 
\ — — 
* N 4 2 2 7 N 
- — 8 wo th * 5 - . 75 — N 
7 2 £0 7 


If we enjoy a free Eſtate, 

Our only Title is from Thee; LE 
. Thou mad'ſt our Lot to bear that Rate, 
1 Which elſe an empty Blank would be. 


If we have Health, that well-tun'd Ground, 
W hich gives the Muſick to the reſt ; 
It is by Thee our Air is ſound, 
Our Food ſecur'd, our phyſick bleſt. 


If we have Hope, one Day to view 
The Glories of thy bliſsful Face; 
Each Drop of that refreſhing Dew 
Muſt fall from Heaven, and thy free 
n 


* hus, then, to Thee our Praiſes bow, 


And humbly thy Acceptance crave; 
Since 


q 
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| Since *tis to Thee our ſelves we owe; 


And to thy Bounty all we have. 


Glory to Thee, great God, alone, 


Three Perſons in one Deity; 


As it has been in Ages gone, 


May now, and ſtill for ever be. 
5 | ” Amen. 


MEDITATION IL 


TD Leſled be thy Name, O holy Jeſu ! and 

B bleſſed be the Mercy of thy Provi- 
dence z; who haſt caſt our Lot in theſe 
Times of Grace, and defign'd our Birth in 
the Days of Light; when we may clearly 


ſee our ready Way, and directly go on to 
our glorious Bud. Till thou appearedſt, 


O thou only Light of the World ! our mi- 


ſerable Earth lay cover'd with Darkneſs: 


Till thou wenteſt away, O thou Sovereign 


Lord of Life! the Kingdom of Heaven was 


cloſe ſhut up: When thou hagſt overcome 


the Sharpneſs. of Death, thou didſt open 
the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers :: 


Thou didſt communicate the Joys to all the 
World, and diſplay the bright Glories of 


thy happy Kingdom, to all that eſteem'd 


ſo bleſs d a Sight, and ſtood prepar'd to 
entertain thy Coming; as for the reſt, 


whoſe Eyes are ſhut or turn'd away by 


N 4 „ 


their own Malice, thy Preſence yields 
will not ſee; But the Hearts that receive 


and love Thee, thou filleſt with Gladneſßß, 
and overfloweſt them with an Ocean of 


heavenly Delights. Come ye happy be- 
Heving Souls, that are made Partakers of 


the Mercies of his Kingdom : Come let ug 
now raiſe up our Thoughts, and continu- 


ally meditate our future Beatitude: Let us 


comfort our ſelves with the Hope of Reſt, 
and our Sufferings with the Expectance of 
a glorious Reward, now that the Hand of 
eur gracious Lord has unlock'd the Gates 
of everlaſting Bliſs ; now that they ſtand 


wide open, to admit ſuch as diligently 
ſtrive to enter in, ſuch as have wiſely made 


Choice of Heaven for the only End and 
Buſineſs of their Life ; rejeQing all the 


falſe Allurements of this World, to attend 
the Purſuit of true Felicity, 


MEDITATION I. 


TNRaiſe our Lord, O you Children of | 


Men ! Praiſe him as the Author of all 
your Hopes! Praiſe our Lord, O you bleſ- 


| ſed of Heaven! Praiſe him as the Finiſher | 


of all your Joys. Sing, O you reverend 


Patriarchs and holy Prophets! Sigg 


Him 


$4 2 - 8. 
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that his faithful Followers might triumph 


even the ſaddeſt Night into a chearful Day; 
that can change a Dungeon into a Houſe © 
of Mirth; and make every Place a joy- 
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Hymns of Glory to the great Meſſias. 
Sing and rejoice all you ancient Saints, 
who have ſo long enjoy'd the happy Re- 
poſe of Abraham's Boſom: Bring forti 
your beſt and pureſt Incenſe, and humbly; {8 
offer it at the Throne of the Lamb: The 
Lambthat was ſlain from the Beginning of 
the World; by the ſprinkling of whoſe. 
Blood you all were ſaved, O ſtill ſing. 
on the Praiſes of the King of Peace, and 
bleſs for ever his victorious Mercy: It 
was He diſſolved the Power of Darkneſs, 
and broke aſunder the ſtrong Bars of 
Death. He has conquer'd-Death, and him 
that had the Power of it, even the Devil, 


over both. How did your glad Eyes 
ſparkle with Joy, to ſee the Aſcenſion of 
your humble Redeemer ! How were your 
Spirits tranſported with Delight, to be- 
hold the Splendours of his-glorious Exal- 
tation! to have his. Preſence among 
you, his bliſsful Preſence, that can turn 
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ful Paradiſe } O glorious Preſence ! when 
ſhall our Souls be fill'd with ſtrong and 
conſtant Deſires of enjoying Thee? O 
ſggiſh Soul! how canſt thou contentedly 
hoyer about this Eartb, when the n | 

| us 


: 4 
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ſus is aſcended above the Skies? with lono- 
ing Hopes look up thither and ſay, When 


re r 
. 


ſacred Love, O thou 
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deareſt Jeſu ! ſhall my Deſires be fill'd with 


the everlaſting Fruition of thy bleſſed 


Self? Henceforth far Thee, and for thy 

great and only Com- 
fort of our Souls! Shall all Afflictions be 
welcome to me, as wholeſome Phyſick to 
correct my Folies; ſhall the Pleaſures of 
the World bg very cautiouſly uſed. as dan- 
gerous Fruit that may fill me with Diſ. 
eaſes: Will J, by thy Example, neither 
fear to die, nor refuſe the Labours of 
this preſent Life : But while I live, 1 will 
obey thy Grace, that when I die, I may 


enjoy my at. 


PETITIONS. 


Oe Jeſu, our only live, our all 


ſufficient Strength, and the liberal 
Rewarder of all thy Servants: As thou 


haſt freely prepared for us ready Wages, 


ſo Lord, let thy Grace inable us to work, 
let thy Grace excite to Diligence 10 
our Work, and make us ſteady and 
perſevering in the Way thou Joveſt: 
Make. us direct our whole Life to Thee, 


O Fullaeſs of Bliſs, and ondervalue all 
Mi Things compar'd with thy Love. O Seal 


up our * to the lullſions of this 
iz | + . _ Works 


g Affligions, which Our Salyation, 


World, and open them upwards to thy 


ſolid Joys: there let them fix their 
pleaſed Sight, and look till we be tranſ- 


form'd into thy glorious Likeneſs : That 
wh:n our preſent Earthly Tabernacle 
ſhall be diſſolved, and this Houſe of Clay 
ſhall fall down into the Duſt, we may 
aſcend to Thee, and dwell above in that 
Building not made with Hands, Eternal 


in the Heavens. O Teſu ! Thou didſt 


expire on the Croſs, and deſcend into the 


Grave, to deſtroy the Life of Sin in us, 


and the Fears of Death : Grant then, 1 


beſeech Thee, that theſe may never re- 


vive in me, to tempt or affright me from 
the Ways of Holineſs. Fix in me, O 
Lord, the firm Belief of this very ſure 
and important Truth, that the greateſt 
zan coſt 


us here, are but Momentary, # 


ternal Weight of Glory: Through thy 
abundant Merits, O dear Redeemer. 


Glory be to, &c. 


| 
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ad ſhall 
work for us a far more exceeding and e- 


Amen. 
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MEDITATION L 


100 often are we troubled about A 
ny Things, when the truly neceſſary 


1s "gr i One. Retire, O my Soul, into 


thine own Boſom, and ſearch what thou 
aim'ſt at in, all thy Thoughts: Examine 
where thou doſt place thy chief Felicity, 
and whither tend thy! ſtrongeſt Deſires: Go 


to the Great and Prudent of the World, 
and learn of them to chuſe thy Intereſts: 


Do they not there encreaſe their Eſtates, 
where they meanto ſpend the moſt of their 
Life ?- 975 they project their Manſion Sea: 
in a Coùntry through which they only paſs 
as Travellers ? No more, my Soul, 
ſhould we build our beſt Hopes on the fan- 
dy Foundation of this periſhable Earth; 


where, ſure we are, that we cannot ſtay 
long, and are not ſure we may have Leave 
to ſtay but a very little While. We muſt 
then uſe this tranſitory. Life, as Pilgrims. 


returning to their beloved Home : : that 
we may take only what our Journey re- 
„ and not think of letling in a Foreign 

| SF 


tory and mortal Life, as to gain thereby an 


thoſe immortal Joys. Strive for ſo glo- 


the loweſt Degree of Happineſs in the 
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Country 3 but wiſely fore-caſt our Trea- 
ſures ſo, as to be happy there where we 
muſt always be: Let us uſe this World as 
not abuſing it, for the Faſhion of this. 
World paſſes away: Uſe it ſo as to gain 
thereby the next, in Reward for our uſing 
this well So let us lay out this ſhort tranſi- 


Eternal, Stable, and Immortal One. Let 
us ſo lay out that which we cannot keep, 
as to gain that which we ſhall never loſe... 


MEDITATION II: 


OW thou haſt found thy happy 
' End, and found it the only Good 
that laſts for ever; ſtudy, O my Soul, to 
know ſtill more, and ſtil] more to value 


rious a Prize with thy whole Force, with 
the utmoſt Endeavours of all thy Faculties -- 
Purchaſe at any Rate that bleſt Inheri- 
tance, and wiſely neglect before that any 
thing elſe; any thing that would divert 
Thee from thy holy Courſe, or but re- 
tard the Speed of thy Advance: For tho?! 


Minſfions above be happy enough, where: 
every ſatisfied Veſiel is filPd to the Brim ;' 
yet to inlarge our Capacity to the leaſt Ml 
higher Degree, deſerves. the baſieſt dili= _ 
. N 3 gence © My 


2 
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355 of our whole Life. Shall the indu- 
rious Bee endure no Reſt, but fly and 


ſing and labour all Day? Shall the unwes- 
ried Ant be running up and down, to fetch 


and carry a few Graius of Corn? And we 


for whom all Nature ſo faithfully works, 


and tires it ſelf in perpetual Motion ; for 
whom the tender Providence of God 


commands even his Angels to watch con- 


tinually ; for whom the ador'd Jeſus came 
down from Heaven, and ſpent a whole 
Life in continual Labours ? Shall we ſleep 
on in a drowſy Sloth, and not ſtir a Fin- 
ger to help our ſelves ? Awake, my Soul, 


and chide thy fluggiſn Thoughts, and let 


their ſtupid Folly plainly know; we have 
a Store to provide as well as Ants, and 


| infaitely richer than their poor Hoard. 


We have a Work to do as well as Bees, 
and that which is infinitely ſweeter than 
all their Honey. What can ſo nobly en- 
rich an immortal Soul, as ſtil] to be ga- 


thering a Stock for Eternity; ; What can 
ſo highly delight one that every Day im- 


proves, as daily to fee the Encreaſe of 
his Hope. O bleſſed Hope, thou ſhalt be 
my chief Delight, and the only Treaſure 
I covet to lay up: Thou art the quickning 
Life of all my Actions, and the ſweet 
Allay of all my Sufferings. So ſhall I never 
retale any the mcauelt Labour, ties 
00 


5 l > F %YY Po, f — 


n 


»* ww = 


fetch, perhaps, a little Fiſh, or Spice? To 


the Purchaſe.of Heaven! Half theſe Pains 
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look to receive ſuch glorious Wages. So 
ſhall I never repine at any temporal Loſs, 
while I hope to gain ſuch eternal Re- 


MEDITATION, Ii. 


UT O! tis not ſo much our Sloth un- 
does us, as the imprudent Choice in 
applying our Diligence. Many, alas, take 
Paiis enough; many perplex themſelves 
too much. See how the buſy Toilers of 
the World are chain'd pepetually like 
Slaves to their Work. How early they 
riſe, and go late to ſleep; and eat the 
Bread of Care and Sorrow. See how 
the hardy Soldiers follow their Prince, 
through a thouſand Difficulties, to meet 
with Dangers ſee how the venturous Ma- 
rineis expoſe their Lives over ſtormy Seas, 
and into barbarous Nations: And why is 
all this, poor ill-adviſed Wretches ! but to 


gain a few Pence, or ſome petty Honour; 
which others often ſhare in more than your 
ſelves? O gracious Lord, how eaſy are 
thy Commands ! how cheap haſt thou made 


would make excellent Saints; half theſe 
Sufferings would place us in thy Accoant 
among the Martyrs ; wkkre they devoutly 
Ys : | | undertaken 
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undertaken for thee, and the higher Eu- 
joyment of thy glorious Promiſes. Thou 
doſt not bid us freeze under the Polar Star, 
nor burn in the Heats of the Torrid Zone: 
But propoſeſt a ſweet and gentle Rule 
and ſuch as our Nature it ſelf would chuſe, 
did not our Paſſions ſtrangely miſtead us, 
and the World about us diſtract our Rea - 
14 ſon, Thou biddeſt us wiſely love our ſelves, 
. and attend above all things our own true 
+ Happineſs. Thou bidd'ſt us value even 
this World as much as it deſerves; ſince 
tis the School that breeds up for the o- 
ther: Only we are forbidden to be wilful 
Fools; and prefer a ſhort Vanity before 
eternal Felicity. O the mild Government 
N of the King of Heaven! his Will we can 
do, whatever elſe we are doing. This we 
can do u bile even we ſit ſtill; and only move 
N our Thoughts towards Thee. Vet take 
bt Care, my Soul, that this Sweetneſs of thy 
fl Lord be never abuſed to a wanton Neg- 
leck: But ſtrive ſtill to love thy Lord ſo 


5 much the more, as by any Means thou 
dilſcovereſt more the Exceſs of his Love. 


9 the Eternal Being, who chan- 


' geſt. got, and yet art the Cauſe and 
| |; + Bag 
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End of all our Changes! Who ſtill remain- 


eſt the ſame rich Folneſs in thy ſelf, the 


{ame bright Glory to all thy Bleſſed : Make 
me ſenſible of my approaching Change, of 
the Diſſolution that will call me away from 
this preſent World : And make me regard 
this World as a Place of Pilgrimage, as 
having here no enduring City, Teach me 
alſo, O Lord, the Immortality of my Soul, 

and convince me that I muſt dwell for e- 
ver In another World; ſo make me en- 


deavour to have thee the Eternal God 


for my Everlaſting Portion, and ſpend 
this ſhort Time indiligent ſtriving toreach 
the bliſsful Enjoyment of Thee : Suffer me 


not, O God, to take up my Reſt on Earth 3 


to be ever unconcern'd about Eternity, 
whatever my Condition be here. When 
I ſee with what unwearied Diligence the 


wretched Adventurers for all Sorts of Va- 


nity, do round about me purſue their vain 
Deſigns ; let this, Lord, be taken as a ve= 
ry juſt Reproach for my Negligence in the 
Purſuit of better Things. Make me a- 
ſham'd to ſee any others more concern'd 


for the Applauſe of Men, than I am for 


the Favour and Approbation of God: 
To ſee others more eager of the tranſienk 


| Pleaſures of this World, than I for the 


laſting Delights of Heaven. Preſerve me © 


O Gracious Lord, from the many Dan- 


 yers: 


282 For Saturday Evening. 
gers which on all Sides afſault me now, ta 
divert or hinder my Progreſs towards 
Heaven. O keep my Mind ever diſpog'd 
to receive thy holy Inſpirations ; that be- 
ing always ſtrongly and pleaſantly car- il 
ried forward by thy holy Spirit, 1 may at ! 
Jaſt happily arrive at the Heavenly Fery- 


alem; for the Sake of * Chriſt the ! 
Mediator. Amen. Ss i 


H YM N XXVII. 


Y Soul! what's all this World to XN 
This World of Sin and Woe ; 
Where only Senſe can taſt its Sweets, 
And thoſe unwholeſome too? 


Truth is thy Food, Truth thy Delight, 

Which cannot here be free; 

Thy Mind was born to know and love, 
What this Life ne'er can ſee. 


Malicious World, how doſt thou lay, 
And cover thy falſe Baits ! 

Here thoſe of Pleaſure, there of Gain, 
Each for our Ruin waits. . 


Unhappy we, it is our Fault, 

is we our Life abuſe; 
The World preſents a furniſh'd Shop, 
WRC we the Too a 


2 
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80 have I ſeen a little Child, 
If Nurſe but turn her Eye, 

Inſtead of Haft, take hold 0 thꝰ Blade, 
And cut it ſelf, and cry. 


. 
— 
A, Eten = 


we. 


This little Child, alas, am I, 

Self-will'd, ſelt-wounded too; 
But, Lord, turn not thy Face away, 
| Leſt | my ſelf undo. K 


0 ads me ſtill fo uſe this World, 
That I the other gain; 

O make me fo the other love, 

T hat this its End attain, | 


Its end to breed up Souls for Heaven, 
Then be it ſelf new dreſt ; 
No more Corruption, no more Change, 
But one perpetual Reſt. 


To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
The undivided Three, 

One equal Glory, one ſame Praiſe, 

No, and for ever be. 
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DEVO' IONS 


FOR THERE. 


Holy-Days. 


In Iwo Pais 


— 


FOR THE 


FEASTA 


OF OUR 


BLESSED Samen 


= or The M or ning. 


MEDITATION I. 


Ring to our Lord, all you his Ser- 
vants; bring to our Lord the Sacri- 
ice of Praiſe : Bring to our Lord all you 
Nations of the Barth, bring Hymas 
of Glory to hisgreat Name! at the * 


= 


'L 3 and happily, and fur niſh'd us with 


Come now and hear, you that fear our 


on Earth, and providing a Heaven of 


— * 


WC. For the Featts 7 A 


of Jeſus let every Knee bow, of things in 
Heaven, and things on Earth; and let his 
whole Church Militant and Triumphant 
gladly adore our God that redeem'd us. 


Lord, and I will tell you what he has done 
tor my Soul: Hear, and I will tell you what 
he has done for yours, and the Wonders 
of his Bounty towards all the World, 

When we lay aſleep in the Shades of No- 
thing, his mighty Hand, awak'd us into 
Being : Not that of Stones, or Plants, or 
Beaſts, o're which he has made us abſolute 
Lords; but an accompliſh'd Body he has 
given us, and immortal Spirit, and has 
made us little inferiour to his glorious An- 
geis: He printed on our Souls his own Si- 
militude, and promiſed to our Obedience, 
om we ſhould partake of his own Felici- 

He endu'd us with Appetites to live 


. ad Aa . . 


o 
>... A. — — — 


Means to ſatisfy thoſe Appetites; creat- 
ing a World. furniſh'd with excellent 
Creatures to ſerve us while we abode 


Bliis to glority us when we removd 
hence. Thus didſt thou favour us, O 
infiiite Gvodaeſs! But we, what Re- 
turn did we mike Thee? Binſh, O my 
Soul, for Shame at fo ſtrauge a Weak- 
neſs, and weep for Grief at ſo extream 

| an 
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an lagratitude. We ehildiſhly preferr'd 
i trivial Apple before the Law of our 
God, and the Safety of our own Lives: 
We fondly imbrac'd a little need- 


— —— 
5 
8 : 1 
r 


5 
ket. 
nt n 
vs, Nleſs Satisfaction before the Pleaſures 9 
ur Nof Paradiſe, and the eternal Joys of | 
ne MW Heaven. Behold the unhappy Source 1 
at Nof all our Miſeries, which ſtil} encreas'd 4 
ers its Streams as they went farther on, [ 
Id. Nein they exated at laſt a Deluge of 
o- Wjuſtice to drown their Deluge of Ini- 
ito Nauty. And here, alas, had been an End 
or MorGMan,a ſad and fatal End of the whole 
ite World; had not our wiſe Creator fore- 
ias ſeen the Danger, and in Time prevented 
as the Extremity of the Ruin, reſerving 
n- for himſelf a few choice Plants, to re- 
Si- pleniſn the Earth with more hopeful, 
ce, Fruit: Vet they quickly grew wild, and 
ci- brought forth ſour Grapes, and their Chil- | 
ve rens Teeth were ſet on edge. Quickly 
th Itbey aſpir'd to an intollerable Pride of 
at- fortifying their Wickedneſs againſt the 
nt 


Power ot Heaven: Juſtice was*now pro- 
de Mrok'd to a ſecond Deluge, and to bring 
of Meziin a Cloud over the Earth: But Mer- 
'd Wc; diſcover'd a Bow in the Cloud, and 
O our faithful God remembred his Promiſe; 
© WWiying their Puaiſhment with a milder 
ny Peatence, and only ſcattering them from 
ie Place ot their Conſpiracy 3, which yet 
his 
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his Providence turn'd into a Bleſſing, by 
making it an Occaſions of Peopling the 
World. Still their rebellious Nature dif. 
obey'd again, and neither fear'd his Judg. 
ments, nor valu'd his Mercies ; but with 
a graceleſs Emulation they propagated Sin, 
as far as his Goodneſs propagated Man. | 
kind. Then he ſeleQed a private Family, 
and increas'd and govern'd them with 
a particular Tenderneſs; giving them x 
Law by the Hands of Angels, and en- 
gaging their Obedience by a Thouſand 
Favours But they neglected too their 
God and Heaven, and fell in love with 
the Ways of Death. When thou hadſt 
thus, O deareſt Lord! uſed many Reme- 
dies, and our Diſcaſes was beyond their 
Power to cure; when the Light of Na- 
ture proved too weak a Guide, and the 
general Flood too mild a Correction; 
when the Miracles of Moſes could not 
ſoften their Hearts, nor the Law of An- 
gels bring any to Perfection; when al 
was reduc'd te this deſperate State, and 
no imaginable Hope was left to recover 

us: Behold the eternal Wiſdom finds 4 
ſtrange Expedient, the laſt and higheſ 
Inſtance ot Almighty Love: Himſelf be 
* reſolves to clothe with our Fleſh, and 
come down among us, and Die = re- 
ow |] 7 oo 
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deem us. Wonder, O my Soul, at the 
Mercies of our Lord ! How infinitely do 
they tranſcend even the utmoſt that we 
could have wiſh'd ! Wonder at the ad- 
mirable Providence of his Counſels, that 
they are ſo exactly fitted to their great 
Deſign! Had our Saviour been leſs than 
God, we could never have believ'd the 
ſublime Myſteries of his Heavenly Do- 
arine: Had he been other than Man, we 
muſt needs have wanted the powerful Mo- 
tive of his holy Example - Had he been 
only God, he could never have ſufter'd 
the leaſt of thoſe Afflictions which he fo 
gloriouſly overcame: Had he been meerly 
Man, he could gever have overcome thoſe 
infinite Afflictions which he ſo patiently 
endured. In Thee, O bleſſed Saviour! 
the two Natures. of God and Man were 
ſo myſteriouſly united, without either 
Change or Confuſion, that they made in 
oe but one Perſon, one Mediator aud 
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HYMN RXXIX. 


FEſu! who from thy Father's Throne, 

To this low Vale of Tears cam'ſt down, 

In our poor Nature humbly dreſt! 
Oh, may the Charms of that ſweet Love 
Draw up our Souls to Thee above, 
And fix them there, on Thee to reſt, 


| Jeſu! who wert with Joy conceiv'd ; 
With Joy wert born, while no Pain griev'd 
Thy bleſſed Mother's Virgin Womb! 
Oh, may we breed, and bring Thee forth 
In our glad Hearts; for all is Mirth 
Where Thou, kind Lord art pleas'd to 
£9 | (come. 
Jeſu! whoſe high and humble Birth, 
In Heaven the Angels, and on Earth 
The faithful Shepherds gladly ſing; 
Oh, may our Hymns, which here run low, 
Shoot up aloft, and fruitful grow 
la that more warm, eternal Spring, 


Jeſu ! how ſoon didſt thou begin 

To bleed and ſuffer for our Sin, -_ 
Cut by the Circumciſing Knife 1 
Oh, may thy Grace, by making good 
Ovr 5cuPs CauſeF@ainſt Fleſh and Blood, 
- Cut off for us that dang'rcus _— 1 
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Jeſu ! ! who took'ſt that Heaw aly Name, 
Thy bleſſed Purpoſe to proclaim, 
of ſaving ſelf deſtroy'd Mankind: 
Ob, may we bow our Heart and Knee! -- - 
Bright King of Names, to Glorious Thee, = 
And thy hid Sweetneſs ever find. 9 


. 
of 2. 44 : 
-> 1 8 2 
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]:ſa ! who thus began/ſt our Blick 
Thus carry'dſt on our Happineſs! ll! 
To Thee, as due, all Praiſe be paid: it 
Oh, may the Great Myſterious Three 1 
For ever live, and ever be 
By all Ador'd, Belov'd, Obey'd. 
| | Annen. 


MEDITATION mn 


Soon as this bleſs'd Decree was made, 
of ſending the Son of God to redeem. 
Mankind, immediately his Goodneſs was 

ready to come among us, had our ungra- 
cious World been ready to receive him. 
But as yet we were too groſs and ſenſual, * 
and utterly uncapable of his ſo ſublime | 
Laws: We were immers'd in Worldly 
Cares and Pleaſures, and indiſpos'd to be 
allur'd by unfeen Rewards, While we 
were thus unfit for Thee, O God of pure 
and perfect Holineſs! Thou graciouſſy 

wert nn to ſtay for us; and all that 
02 Time 
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5 Time to prepare us for thy Coming; from 
5 the Beginning entertaining us with Hope, 
5 and through every Age confirming our 
© Faith. How early, O my God, did'ſt 
thou engage to relieve us! The Seed-of 
the Woman ſball break the Serpent's Head? 
5 How often didſt thou repeat thy Pro- 
7 miſe to Abraham! In thy Seed ſhall all the 
Wi Nations of the Earth be bleſſed ? How ma- 
= ny Ways did thy Mercy invent, by un. 
LY .queſtionable Tokens, to give Notice of 
1 0 thy Coming? Behold ! a Virgin ſhall .con- 
1 5 ceive, and bear a Son, and ſhall call his 
40 Name, God with us. There ſhall come forth 
⁊2⁊᷑ Rod out of the Stem of ]cile, and a Branch 
10 ſhak grow out of his Roots : The Spirit of the 
fs Lord ſhall ret upon him; the Spirit of Wiſ. 
19 5 dom and Underſtanding; the Spirit of Council 
9 and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and 
17 Fear of the Lord, I will raiſe them up a Pro- 
1 phet, like unto Moſes; and will put my 
w Words in his Mouth, and be ſhall ſpeak unto | 
1 them all that I command him. And thu 
5 Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be lit: 


among the Thouſands of Judah, yet out of 
thee fhall he come forth that is to be the Ri- 
| ler in Iſrael - whoſe Going forth Ha ve heen 
from of Old, even from the Days of Eternit). 
Hark how the Eternal Father introduces 
his Son! commanding firſt all the An 
gels of God to worſhip him! Thou art m 


Son, 


— 
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xy of thy People Iſrael. 
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29F 


| Syn, this Day have J begotten Thee 2 i - will 


he to him 4 Father, and he ſhall be to mie a 


Son. Ash of me, and I will give thee the 


Heathen for thy Inheritance, and the utter- 
moſt Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſton. lt 


is too little that thou raiſe up the Tribes 


of Jacob,, and convert only the Dregs of 
Iſrae l: Thou art appointed 4 Light to 
lighten the Gentiles, as well as to be the Glo- 
Hark how the 
ancient Prophets rejoice in the Meſſias; 
and in ſoft and gentle Words foretel his 
Sweetneſs. He (hall come down like Rain ups 
on the mawn Graſs, as Showers that water 
the Farth. He ſball feed bis Flock like a ten- 
der Shepherd, and gently lead thoſe that are 
with Young : He ſhall gather his Lambs with 
his Arms, and carry the weak in his Boſom. 


The bruiſed Reed he ſliall not break, nor quench : 
ſhall the 


the ſmoaking Flax, In his Days 
Rig ht eous flouriſh; and Abundance of Peace ſo 
long a; the Mien endurerb. Then ſhall the Eyes 
of the Blind be opened, and the Ears of the 
Deaf ſhall be made to hear. Then ſhall the 
lame Aan leap as au Hart, and the Tongue of 


the Dumb ſhall ſing. Thus did thy holy Ser- 


vants propheſy of Thee: Thus did their 
Children ſing thy Praiſes. Bleſſed be the 


Lord our God, who alone does wonderful 
Things; and "bleſſed be the Name of his 
His Dominion ſhall reach 
from 


Majeſty for ever. 
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from Sea to Sa; and from the River to the 
Ends of the Earth. They who dwell in the 
Wilderneſs ſhall bow before him ; and his Ene- 
mies (ball lick the Duſt... The Kings of Tarſhiſh 
and the Iſles, ſhall offer him Preſents; the 
Kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall bring their 
Gifts: Yea, all the Kings of the Earth ſhall fall 
A4omn before him; and all Nations ſhall do him 
Ly Service, For he ſhall deliver the Foor when he 
erieth ; the Poor and him that hath no Helper, 
LT Ze ſhall ſpare the Poor and Needy, and pre- 
Verve the Souls of the Poor, He ſhall redeem 
their Souls from Deceit and Violence, and pre- 
 Cious ſhall their Blood be in his Sight, He ſhall 
live, and to him ſhall be given of the Gold of 
Sheba ; Prayer alſo ſhall be made for him con- 
tinually, and daily ſhall he be praiſed, 


MEDITATION III. 


TT was not thy Joys alone, O deareſt 
Lord, that thou inſpir'dſt thy holy 
Prophets to foretel: But thou didſt re- 
veal to them alſo thy Sorrows, and give 
Command to publiſh them with exact Care. 
That they ſhould net only ſpeak thy 
Words, but the more to affect us, ſome- 
times put on thy Perſon. O let our Eyes 
run down with Water; and our Hearts 
faint away with Grief : While we remen- 
ber the Sufferings of our Lord, and liſten 


to his ſad Complaints. I gave my Backto 
: _ theſe 
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thoſe that ſcourged me; and my Cheeks to 
thoſe that plucked off the Hair. I turned 


| mat away my Face from Shame and Spitting. 
My Enemies. ſpeak evil again me; they - | 


ſay, When ſhall he die, and his Name pe- 


riſh? Tea, my familiar Friend, who did eat 


of my Bread, has lifted up his Heel againſt 
me. As for me, thou uphold'ſk me, Lord, 
in my Integrity, and ſetteſt me before thy 
Face for ever, They compaſſed me about 


| with Words of Hatred, and fought again 
me without a Cauſe, They have rewarded 
me Evil for Good, and with Hatred they 


requited my Love. 1 am poured forth like 
Hater; J am taken away as a Shadow 


when it declineth. My Heart within me 


45 melted Wax ; and all my Bones are 
out of joint, My Strength is dried up like 
a Potſherd, and my Tongue cleaves to the 
Roof of my Mouth. I looked for ſome to 
take pity, but there was none. I looked for 
my Comfo ters, but I found not one, O my 
God, my God, why haft thou ſorſaken me! 
Thou ha# brought me into the Duſt of 
Death, Our Fathers cried to thee, and 
were delivered; they trufted in thee, 


and were not confounded, But I am 4 


Worm, and no Man; a Reproath of Zen, 
and. deſpiſed of the People, All they that 


| jee me laugh me to ſcorn ; they ſhoot out [ 
rhe Lip and ſnake the Head, faying, He _ 


O'a trusted 


— 
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truſted on the Lord, that he would ſave him; 


let him deliver him, ſeeing he delighted in him. 
Be not thou far from me, O Lord, my Strength! 


for Trouble is nigh, and there is none to hel 

me. The Aſſembly of the Wicked have encloſed 
me; they pierced my Hands and my Feet, ! 
may tell all my Bones; they look and ſtare upon 
me. They parted my Garments among them, 


and on my Veſture they caſt Lots. They gave 


me Gall for my Meat, and Vinegar when [ 


was thirſty, to drink. All theſe fad Things, 


O Lord, thy Prophets foretold, to prepare 
our Faith for ſuch Truths: All theſe indeed 
they expreſly foretold ; but could there be 


found ſuch Wretches as would at them? 


Yes, O my God, thine own ſeleQed Nation 
conſpir'd againſt thee, and after innume- 


rable Aﬀronts moſt barbarouſly murder'd 


thee. This too, even this thy cruel Death, 


thou plainly foreſhewedſt in ſaying, The In. 


habitants of Jeruſalem ſhall look on me whim 


they have pierced, and mourn. But, O you holy 


Prophets ! what was the difmal Cauſe, that 
ſhed the Blood of this ſpotleſs Lamb? He 
bad (they quickly anſwer) done no Iniuity, 


; neither was Guile found in his Mouth. He was 


cut off from the Land of the Living: For the 
Tranſgreſſion of the People was he ſtricken. He 
bath poured out his Soul to death, and he was 
number d with the Tranſgreſſors : He bore the 
Sins of many, and made Interceſſion 5 7 

| Tranſ- 
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Tranſgreſſors. All we like Sheep, have gone 
aſtray, and the Lord hath laid on him the Ini- 

\ quities of us all. He was wounded for our 


Tranſoreſſions, he was bruiſed for our Sins © 
The Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon bim, 
and with his Stripes we are healed, Thou 
wert for us, O Lord, obedient ts the Death, 
even the curſed Death of the Croſs ; wherefore 
| God alſo has highly exalted thee, and given thee 
a Name above every Name. Live, glorious 


Jeſu! and reign for ever, eternal King of 
Heaven and Earth; may all thy bleſſed - 
above perpetually adore thee, and all thy. . 


Servants here continually praiſe thee.- 


PETITIONS.. 


MOST bleſſed and adorable Jeſu! 


who haſt graciouſly vindicated our 
Nature from the Contempt and Tyranny 


of the Devil, by taking it into a perſonal _ 


| Union with thy Godhead : 1 earneſtly be- 
ſeech thee, deliver me in my Perſon from 
the Dominion of that my great Adverſa« 


ry; let not the Prince of Darkneſs rule in 
me as a Child of Diſobedience. Make me 


always a watchful Enemy againſt any 


Thiog that may debaſe my Nature, which 


thou haſt ſo much honoured; to hate all 
ſenſual and deviliſh Sins, abſtain from all 
Appearance of Evil, and not willingly 
| „ enſlave 
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en ſlave my ſelf to any baſe Luſts. Make me, 
Lord, duly to adore thee as God, who art 
Lord of Heaven and Earth ; and teach me 
to imitate thee in the excellent Pattern 
thou haſt ſet us, of a holy, harmleſs, and 
beneficent Man. Thou didſt take upon 
thee, O bleſſed Jeſu ! our innocent Infirmi- 
ties, to beſtow on us thy Perfections, to 
cure us of our guilty Infirmities : Heal me, 
then, I pray thee, O thou great Phyſician 
of Souls; and as thou wert free from Sin, 
make me ſo: O cleanſe me from all Un- 
righteouſneſs ; Lord, if thou wilt thou 
canſt make me clean. Let every Step thou 
tookſt in the Working of our Redemption, 
which thy Servants have recorded in thy. 
Life and Actions to be conſider'd by us 
Men, be often and always profitably con- 
ſider'd by me: Let each have ſome good 
 Tafluence upon my Heart and Life, and by 
thy powerful Grace tend to the Healing 
my Sinfulneſs, and the fitting me for eter- 
nal Happineſs. Heal me, O Lord, and 
advance me in Holineſs by the Myſtery of 
thy holy Incarnation ; inſtru me by the 
Meanneſs of thy humble Birth. Heal and 
fave me by the precious Blood of thy Cir- 
cumciſion: When thou tookſt upon thee 
the ſweet and ever bleſſed Name of Jeſu, 
2 Name ſignifying thy kind Deſign, which 
was the Saving thy People from their Sins, 
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ſtrengthen then my Faith in thee, O Lord, 


by thy wondrous Miracles; confirm my 


Hope, and inflame my Love, by thy kind 


and meritorious Paſſion. Help me by the 
Joys of thy victorious Reſurrection, and 
the Triumph of thy glorious Aſcenſion ; 


So effectually rule me here, O Lord, that 


I may always obey thy Grace, and do 


thou ſo favour me hereafter, that I may 


enjoy thy Glory. 210 
i Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghoſt, © So 


As it was in the Beginning, is now, and 


ever ſhall be, World without end. 


8 
r 


ET us be willing to learn of the bleſſed 


Jeſus, and he will teach us his Ways; 


let us follow him, who is the Light of the 

World : He that followeth him ſhall not walk 

in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life, 

The Law and its Types were given by Moſes, 

but Grace aud Truth came by Jeſws Chriſt, 

Lift up thy Voice, O Jeruſalem, and be j 
DR — 4̃ĩ,üraid; 
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afraid; ſay to the Cities of Judah, Behold 
your God: Behold the Lord your God ts come 
with @ ſtrong Hand; his Reward is with him, 

and his Work before bim. He is come to 
bring Redemption to all the World, and 
graciouſly offers it firſt to you his People. 
But ye deny d the Holy one, and the Juſt, and 
| deſired a Murtherer to be granted to you, Hark 
with how ſweet and elegant a Compaſſion, 
thy kind Redeemer complains of thy In- 
gratitude: O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou 
that killeft the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that 
are ſent unto thee : How often would I have 
gathered thy Children together, as a Hen ga- 
thereth her Brood under her Wings ; and ye 
would not, Hark with how tender aad 
charitable a Reproof thy Lord unwilling- 
ly withdraws from thee his Fayour. 0 
bedft thou known in this thy Day the Things | 
that belong to thy Peace! but now they are 
bid from thine Eyes, Hearken once more, 
and if his Kindneſs cannot move thy Love, 
he will try how his Anger can work upon 
thy Fear. Hearken then, and tremble at 
thoſe terrible Threatnings, with which 
thy provident Lord forewarns thee of thy 
Danger. O Daughter of my People, gira 
thee with Sackcloth, and wallow thy ſelf in 
Aſhes, make thee Mourning, as for an only 
Son, moſt bitter Lamentation, For the Days 
ſhall come upon thee, whey thy Enemies ſal 
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caſt a Trench about thee , they ſhall compaſs 


thee round, and keep thee in on every Side. 
They ſhall lay thee even with the Ground, and 


| thy Children in thee, and they ſhall not leave 
in thee one Stone upon another : Thy People 
ſhall fall by the Edge of the Sword, and ſhall 


be led away Captive into all Nations. They 


ſhall abide many Days without @ Xing, 
and without a Prince; they ſhall moura 
without Sacrifice or Altar; And Jeruſalem 
ſhall be trodden down by the Gentiles, till 
the Times of the Gentiles fhall be fulfilled, 
But O, how long, Lord, holy and mer- 


citu], how long! Wilt thou. be angry with 
them for ever? Haſt thou not ſaid, he 


that ſcatters Jſrael will gather them a- 
gain, and keep them as a Shepherd does 

his Flock? When wilt thou remember 
thy ancient Promiſes, O Lord! and reſolve. 


to ſave the Remnant of thy once lov'd 


Iſrael? When wilt thou take away the 
Veil from before their Eyes; that they 
may ſee thy Truth, and embrace it? And 


take away the Hardneſs from their ſtony 
Hearts, that they again may be thy Peo- 


ple, and thou again their God? Then 


ſhall they lay aſide the Garment of Mourn- 


ing, and -put on the Brightneſs which 
comes from Thee. They ſhall celebrate 


the Jubilee of this their greateſt Delive- 


rance, and every one ling in that Day of 
Joy 3. 
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Joy; Come, let us aſcend to the Mount ain 


f our Lord, to the Houſe of the God of ja- 


cob; he will teach us of his Ways, and we will 
walk in his Paths, As it was our Wicked- 
neſs to go aſtray from our God; ſo now 
return'd, let us ſeek him ten Times more. 
Too late have we believ'd on thee, O thou 


ancient Truth! too late have we lovd 
thee, O thou, the Deſire of all Nitions: 


We were miſled by the Error of our 
Forefathers ; we were abus'd by our own 


blind Paſſions. The Kingdom we expected 


deſerves not that Name; a ſhort, vain, 


and troubleſome Proſperity. Thy Domi- 


nion, O Lord, is Holineſs and Peace, and 
of thy Kingdom there ſhall be no End. 
Such was the Kingdom thou promiſed'ſt 


to David; Thy Throne will I etabliſi for 


ever: Such is the Kingdom thou giv'ſt to 
thy Servants ; they ſhall live and reign 


with thee for ever. If we love, my Soul, 


and ſeek firſt this. Eternal Kingdom, all o- 


ther Thiogs ſhall be added to it: This 


happy Kingdom we ought to love and ſeek 


tho? nothing elſe ſhould be added to it. 


Thou art, O Lord, the true Light of the 
World ; they who follow thee, walk not 


in Darkneſs, 


N ED 
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MEDITATION u. 


ISE Holy Spouſe of the Son of God ; 55 
riſe, and put on thy Robes of Joy: 
Riſe, and ſhine forth for thy Glory is 


come; and the Splendour of our Lord 


ſtrikes bright upon Thee. The Gentiles 
ſnall walk in the Beams of thy Light; and 
Kings in the Luſtre of thy Brightneſs: 


| Lift up thine Eyes round about, and be- 


hold they gather all together and flock 
to thee: Thy Sons ſhall come from far; and 


_ thy Daughters be nurſt at thy Side: Then thou © 


ſhalt ſee, and flow together; thy Heart ſhall 
wonder, and be enlarged with Gladneſs, Be- 
cauſe the Abundance of the Sea ſhall be con- 
verted unto Thee; and the Strength of the Gen- 
les come unto thee, The Sons of Strangers fhall | 


build up thy Walls; and their Kings fhall mi- 


niſter unto Thee. The Nation ſhall periſh, that 
Till not ſerve Thee; and the Kingdom be ut- 
terly waſted, that refuſes Thee. The Sons of thy 
Af ers ſhall come bending before Thee; and 


| all they that deſpiſed Thee, bow themſelves down 


at the Soles of thy Feet, For our Lord ſhall be 
thy Everlaſting Light; and the Days of 
thy Mourning ſhall end in Glory. To 


. thee ſhall be given the Keys of Heaven; 


and thou ſhalt ſhut and open thoſe E- 
: ternal 
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ternal Doors. Thy Foundation ſhall be laid 
on a firm Reck, and the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againft thee. A Way ſhall 
be made ſo direct and plain, that the Paſ. 
ſengers, though Fools, ſhall not err therein; And 
= the Earth ſhall be fill d with the Knowledge of 
our Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. All 
this we read, all this we firmly believe; 
for the Mouth of our Lord has ſpoken it. 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away; but 
not a Tittle of his Word be diſappointed 
for ever. Many of the Sacred Prophe- 
cies are already fulfill'd; abundantly ſuf- 
ficient to aſſure us of the reſt. Alrea- 
dy a Virgin hath brought forth a Son, 
and given him the glorious Name of 
Jeſus; the Kings of the Eaſt have been 
led to him by a Star; and offer'd him Gold 
and Prankincegſe, and Myrrh. His holy 
Parents have. preſented him in the Tem- 
ple; and the devout Simeon was over-joy'd 
to ſee him. In his tender Infancy he fled 
into Egypt, and ont of Egypt again God 
brought forth his Son. He paſt his private 
Life in Peace and Meekneſs; and taught 
a contradicting People in Patience and 
Humility ! He confirm'd his Doctrine with 
innumerable Miracles; and defended the 
Truth to the laſt Drop of his Blood. 
He roſe again victoriouſly from the 
Grave; and aſcended in Triumph 12. 
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: Even. our bleſſed Saviour; 305 
right Hand of his Father: And there, 0 


Glorious Jeſu, wilt thau fit and Reign, 


till all thy Enemies become thy Footſtoo]. 


Nor has thy Judgment ſlept, O dreadful 


Lord! but with a ſwift and terrible Ven- 
geance cruſh'd them into Ruine: Je- 


ruſalem long ſince was made a Heap of 


Stones; and the Children of thy Cruci- 


fers run wandring over the World; 


But while thou art thus ſevere in the 
Predictions of thy juſt ice, thou haſt not 


forgot thoſe of thy Mercy. Thouſands 


of that ungrateful City have acknow- 


ledged Thee their Lord: Thouſands of 
that perverſe Generation have ſubmit- 


ted to thy Scepter. Whole Nations of : 
the Gentiles have embraced thy Faith; 


and the remoteſt Iſlands obey'd thy Law. 
Bleſſed for ever be thy Name, O Lord, 
and bleſſed be the Sweetneſs of thy 
Mercy; who haſt revealed thy ſelf to 
thoſe that knew thee not; and art 


found of thoſe that ſought thee not: 
Who often followeſt thoſe Chat fly from 
thee, - and never refuſeſt any that come 


to thee. Thou ſtill exactly performeſt 
thy Part, but we ungrateful Wretches, 
how do we comply with- ours? Where 


is the Profit thou mayſt juſtly require 


to anſwer the Care of thy Providence 
over us? Thou haft planted us, O Lord, 


in 


1 
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in thine own Vineyard; and fenc'd us a. 
bout with thy holy Diſcipline : Where iz 
the Fruit we ſhould always be bearing, 
ſince good Works are never out of Seaſon, 
Of our ſelves, alas, we are very dry and 
barren; and our Nature at beſt brings 
forth nothing but Leaves. In thee, O Lord, 
while we remain, we live, but ſepa. 
rated from thee, we are certainly dead 
and Fruitleſs. In thee, O Lord, is all our 
Hope; and that thou wilt have Mercy on 
the Work of thy Hands: That thou wilt 
not curſe theſe too fruitleſs Branches, leſt 
they wither away, and be caſt into the 
Fire: Nor pronounce againſt us, that dread- 

ful Sentence; Cut them down, why cumber 

they the Ground? But mercifully cut them 
off from their wild Stock, and graft them 
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| io MEDITATION III. 


Ejoice in our Lord, all you Children 
of Adam; rejoice in the Bounty of 

his free Grace : No longer now confin'd 
to a few Choice Favourites, and the nar- 
row Compaſs of a private Family; he has 
: thrown 
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in thy ſelf the true Vine. And then ſtill 
water us with the Dew of Heaven, and 
bleſs our low Shrubs with thy powerful In- 
fluence: So ſhall Grapes grow on Thorns, 
and Figs be gather'd from theſe that were 
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thrown down that Partition Wall, and 
opened the Way of Life to all Mankind: 
That all may believe and love him here, 
and all enjoy, and be happy in him here- 
after. But, O my God ! what do we ſee 
when we look abroad into the wide 
World? We ſee the ſad Effects, but can- 

not ſee the Cauſe why ſo many Kingdoms 
lie miſerably waſte, We know, O Lord,. 

thy ways are in the deep Abyſs, and hum- 
bly adore thy ſecret Councils : Oaly we 


cannot think of their lamentable Conditi- 


on, without pitying their Miſery, and im- 


ploring thy Mercy. Some have not yet ſo 


much as heard of thee, and others who 


have heard, have refus'd to entertain thee: 


Some who have once acknowledg'd thee, 
have quite fallen away; others have cor- 
rupted thy DoQrines by mixing with them 
their own Traditions. Many, even of 
thoſe who rightly believe, abuſe their 
Holy Faith by a wicked Life. Thus the 
tar greateſt Part of wretched Mankind» 
whom thy Goodneſs created after thine 
own Similitude; whom thou haft ſhed thy 
precious Blood to redeem, and to bring 
them to an everlaſting Happineſs 3 till 
fail, alas, of their true End, and die in 


their Sins, and everlaſtingly periſh. Where, 
OLord, is thy Zeal, and the Bowels of 


thy Mercy ? Where are thy Promiſes w 
1 | thy 
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. thy beloved Son? Haſt thou not ſaid; Al 
Nations ſhall adore him, and all the Tribes 
of the Earth be bleſſed in him? Haſt thou 
not ſaid, thy ſelf, O glorious Jeſu ! /f7 
bie lifted up, I will draw all Men after me? 
Haſt thou not given thy Diſciples expreſs 
Commiſlion to go into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature ? 
When wilt thou again, O infinite Charity, 
chuſe out burning and ſhining Lights, and 
KY ſend them forth over all the World; and 
EE ſend them not alone, leſt they faint by the: 


t; 


Way, or miſcarry in the End: If. thou 


1915 wilt go with them thy ſelf, and guide them 
Ps by thy Grace, and crowa their Labours 
99 with thy powerful Bleſſing : Oh, then 
VE, what mighty Works would be done by 
1 them ! Then ſhall the humble Vallies be 
we. rais'd up, and the haughty Mountains be | 
we! brought low. So ſhall the crooked Paths | 
Was: be made direct, and the rough Ways 
We ſmooth and plain So ſhall the Glory of 
wy God be every where reveal'd, and all 
Hay Fleſh ſhall joyfully ſee it together ; the, 
1 lighr of the Knowledge of the Glory of 
90 3 God in the bright Face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
[7 Happy the Times when this ſhall come to 
wil paſs, happy the Eyes that ſhall ſee theſe 
Bayh times? Come glorious Days wherein that 
4488 Sun ſhall ſhine, which eulightens all at 
TRY once, both the Hemiſpheres. 
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PETITIONS. 


Ine O God the Father, 'God of 
everlaſting Truth, thy dear Engage- 
ments to the Son: Remember, O God the 
Son; who art the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith, thy gracious Promiſes to the 
World : Come holy Jeſv, in a plentiful 
Effaſion of thy Spirit upon us, and make, 
that glorious Day of Goſpel, light, which 
we greatly deſire, and thy Promiſes give 
us leave to expect: Come, and in the 
largeſt Senſe maintain thy Title, and be 
effectually the Saviour of the Univerſal 
World. Viſit, O Lord, thice own Houſe 
firſt, and throughly redreſs what thou 
fndeſt amiſs, Make our Lives holy, as 
thou haſt made our Faith, and let all that 


W name thy Name depart from Iniquity. O 7 


thou who art the Avthor of Peace ang 

ver of Concord: who did'ſt ſo ofteiae: 
peat the Command, that thy Difeiples; 
ſhould love one another! Inſpire, we be. 


ſeech thee, thy whole Church with a Spi- 9 
rit of Truth, Unity and Concord. Bring 


thou into the way of Truth all ſuch as 
have erred and are deceived. Convince 
| us all, that the Wrath and Fury of Man 
worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God ; 
and haſten the Time — there ſhall be. no 
| hurting 
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310 For the Fea fes of DE ven 
Hurting nor deſtroying in all thy holy 
Mountain. Kindle, O Lord, in the Hearts 


of Kings, and the great ones of the World 


an heroick Spirit to advance thy Glory 


Inflame the Hearts of Prelates, and the 
Prieſts of thy Church, with a generous 
Zeal for the Converſion of Souls: Con- 
viace them all, it is the End and Duty 
of their Places, to endeavour the impro- 


ving of Mankind in Vertue and Religion, 


and direct them to the Uſe of ſuch juſt and 
gentle Means, as are ſuitable to the End, 


and agreeable to thy Word. Send forth 


thy ſaving Light, O Lord, into thedark 
Corners of the World, and bring them 
from the Power of Satan into the King- 


dom of God. Remember thy great Love 


which thou haſt ſhewn, and the Mercies 
which ſeem yet promis'd to the Jews, Let 
every People bow their Knees to thy 


great Name, Oh, bleſſed Jeſu ! and al 


Tongues confeſs thy Greatneſs: Make all 
to receive thy Truth in the Love of it, and 
mix it with Faith, that it may become an 


engrafted Word, able to ſave their Souls. 


Theſe things we crave for the Honour of 
our Advocate, and only Mediator, Jeſis 
the | Chriſt, Amen, . 


HYMN 
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i HYMN XXX. 
's Eſu, whoſe Grace directs thy Prieſts 
1 To keep alive, by ſolemn Feaſts, 
= ” The Memory of thy great Love: 
ou. 0 may we here ſo paſs our Days, 
ary WY That they at laſt our Souls may raiſe, 
WM To that long Feaſt with thee above. 


ny To that long Day of ſacred Reſt, 


14, MW Whereon our happy Souls ſhall feaſt 
rt Oa thy celeſtial Joys, and thee : 
Our Bodies to thy Love ſhall raiſe, 


a Thy ſelt to ſee, and ſing thy Praile 
0g- i a bleſt Immortality. 
ove 


ciez! Jeſu, behold three Kings from far 
Let| Led to thy Cradle by a Star, 


thy Bring Gifts to thee, their greater King: 


a1 MW Guide us by thy Light, that we | 
al May find thy lov'd Face, and to thee 
100 Our ſelves may for thy Tribute bring. 
an . 
uls. 
rof 
eſus 


thou the pure and ſpotleſs Lamb, 

Who to the Temple humbly came, 
Appointed legal Rights to pay: 

Make our proud Heart, and ſtubborn Will, 
Thine, and thy Church's Law fulfil, 


[N Whate'er relucting Natures ſay. 
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O! may we bleſs thy Love, and be 
Ready, dear Lord, to bear for thee 


By thine own Pow'r took'ſt Life again, 


Jeſa, who to thy Heaven again 


Up to that Land of Joy and Light, 


0 may thy Bleſſed Name ſhine bright, 


Jeſu, who on the fatal Wood 
Pour'dſt forth thy Life's laſt Drop of Blood, 
(For us nail'd to a ſhameful Creſs.; ) 


All preſent Grief, or Pain or Loſs, 
Dear Lord, who by thine own Love ſain 


And from the Sepulchre didſt riſe: 
O may thy Death our Spir'ts revive, 
And at our Death a new Life give, 
A laſting Late, that never dies. 


Return'd'ſt in Triumph there to reign, 
Of Mea and Angels mighty King; 
O may our parting Souls take Flight, 


And there with Angels ever ling. | 
All Glory to the ſacred Three, | 


One undivided Deity ; * 
All Honour, Bleſſing, Pow'r and Praiſe. t! 


Crown'd with thoſe Beams of beauteols el 
Irs own eternal glorious Rays. Light, le 


5 1 Auen. Ila 


FOR 


FOR THE. 


|}: EASTS 


OF THE 


HOLY-GHOST, 
Fo rhe Morning, 
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OR D, we are forced to admire 
the fweet and Natural Conduct 
with which thy Providence go- 
yerns the Children of Men! leading 
them on from one Degree to another, till 
thou haſt brought them up to their high- 
eſt Perfection: Thou putteſt them to 
learn in the School of Vertue, and diſpo- 
{cſt their Capacities into ſeveral Forms. 
In the firſt Ages when the World was young, 
bou a9 them for their Geide the Book 
"1 | * of 


2 5 For the Feaſts of 0 Morn. 
of Nature; there thy divine Aſſiſtance 
belp'd them to read ſome few plain 
Leſſons of their Duty to thee: They ſaw 
this admirable Frame of Creatures, and, 
as far as theſe could argve, they could 
conclude: There is a God, the. Cauſe of 
all-things, certainly there is a Providence 
that diſpoſes of all things; he muſt be very 
powerful that made ſo vaſt a World, and 
exceeding wiſe that contriv'd ſuch excellent 
Works: He muſt be Goodneſs. it. ſelf, 
that did all this for-us, and we ingrateſul 
Wretches, if we will do nothing for him. 
Thus far ſome few could ſay, and very 
few could do, with thoſe flender Aſſiſtan- 
ces which they then enjoy'd. Afterwards 
thou gaveſt thy People a written Rule, 
which train'd them up in a ſet Formof | 
Diſcipline, which grew and ſpread into a 
publick Religion, and which was uniform- « 
Iy profeſt by a whole Nation: They had I 
ſome weakConceit of the Kingdomof Hea- 
yen, and ſome imperfe& Means to bring 
them thither ! But for thoſe high ſaper- IN \ 
natural Myſteries that ſo'pgloriouſly exalt I / 
the Chriſtian Faith, they all alas, were ! 
blind or in the Dark, and'dangerouſly 
expoſed to the Effects of their own Ig- 
norance; wanting thoſe clear Inſtructions IO V 
to know their End, and thoſe powerful I 
Motives to love their God: Yet this bog A 
= | 8 pat 
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par'd them for the Times of Grace, to 
which thy Mercy, O Lord, reſerv'd far 
greater Favours; to which thou haſt pro- 
miſed by the Holy Prophets, an Effuſion 
of Bleſſings from tkine own fall Hands: 
Iwill put my Law in their inward Parts, 

and write it in their Hearts; I will be their 
Cod, and they ſhall be my People; I will pour. 


out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons 


and your Daughters ſhall Propheſie They 
ſhall teach no more every one his Neighbour, 
ſaying, Know the Lord for all ſhall know me, 
from the leaſt of them to the greateſt, ſaith 
the Lord, 5 © 


HYMN XXXIL 
Home holy Spirit, come and breath 


4 Thy ſpicy Odours, on the Face 
Ot our dull Regions here beneath; 


And fill our Souls with thy ſweet Grace; 


Come and root out the poys'nↄus Weeds 
Which over-ran, and choak our Lives; 
And in our Hearts plant thine own Seeds, 
Whoſequick*aing Pow'r our Spirit revives. 


Firſt plant the humble Violet there, 

Which dwells ſecure by dwelling low ; _ 

Then let the Lilly next appear, 

And make us chaſte, yet fruitful too. 
„„ Bat 


; 16 For the Feaſt of 1 Mam 


But O! plant all the Verte Lord, 
And let the Metaphors alone, 
Repeat once more-that mighty Word, 
Thou need'ſt but ſay, let i it be 555 
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Wee can, alas, nor be, nor gr ow. 

17 Ualeſs thy powerful Mercy pleaſe ; : 
Thy Hand mult plant, and water too, 
Thy Hand alone mult give th' Increaſe. 


Do thee, what thou alone canſt do, 

Do what to thee ſo eaſie is; | 
Condutt us through this World of Woe: 
And place us ſafe in thine own Bliſs, 


All Glory to the Hcred Three, 
One ever-living Sovereign Lord; 
As at the firſt, ſtill may he be, | 
Belov'd and prais'd, fear'd and ador'd. 


Amen, 
MEDITATION . 
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Ook up, languiſhing World, ook up 
and ſee how punctually thy faithful 
Lord performs his Word! When he had 
finiſh'd here that gracious Work which 
his Goodneſs undertook for our Redemp- 
tion; when he told us what we ought todo, 
and what to ſuffer for the Kingdom ot 


Heaven; when he himſelf had done ha 
tnal 


I +.-8 3 
[- * * - - 
FE „ - 
+ * 8 —— 
— - 4 9 ee 
. — — 22 allen . 
* VNV _—_ FS 
oy WS. IS | — Ee 
— „ oe — 


6 
l. 


en. 


up 
ful 
ad 
ch 
p- 
10, 
of 
"Ire 
all 


Morn. the Holy Ghoſt. 217 
than he requir'd of us, and, was about to 
be offered up for us by his Death on the 
Croſs; and he had wrought our Salvation 
ſo far, that now his Abſence from Earth 
was more expedient for us: He firſt pre- 
pares the Hearts of his Diſciples, and 
comforts their Sorrows with theſe ſweeteſt 

Words; Children I will not leave you Or- 
thans, but will pray the Father, and he ſhall 
give you another Comforter ;, even the Spirit of 
Truth, who ſhall teach you all things, and bring 


10 your Re me mbrace whatſoever Thave ſaid unto 


yu: Peace I leave with you, my Peace give I 


to you, let net your Heart be troubled, neither 


let it be afraid: I aſcend unto my Father and 


to your Father, to my God and to your God; Too 
to prepare a Place for you, that where I am, 


there may alſo my faithful and conſt ant EE 


lowers be, Thus he gave them to expect, 
that the Holy Spirit would be ſent into the. 


World upon bis Departure from it: Thax 


this kind Spirit ſhould apply himſelf to 
comfort them by all thoſe ways wherein 
Comfort could be given: That this Spirit 
ſhould ſupply his Preſence, not only for a 
Time, but ſhould abide with them, never. 
to remove to Heaven again, as he did: 
That he ſhould continue in the Chriſtian 
Church a ſufficient Guide, and a power- 
ful Comforter 5 to teach them what 
is to be done, to comfort them under Af- 
1 = © flictions 


318 Foy the Feaſts of Morn, 
ffictions, to fortifie and fupport them in 
their ſpiritual Conflicts; to aſſiſt the Ap- 
plication and Uſe of thoſe excellent lnſtruc- 
tions which he had left among them ; to 
take their part in the World, and convert 
their Enemies into Friends, by convincing 
them of Sin in not believing on Jeſus, of 
the Righteouſneſs which it appears they 
may have from him, becauſe he is gone 
to the Father; and of judgment to come 
for finful Men, ſince the finniag Angels 
are Judged. And after their kind Maſter 
had ſaid theſe, and other comfortable 
(Ng £0 them, he led them forth toge- 

er, and gave them his Bleſſing, and part- 
ing from them, went away into Heaven: 

30 loving Mothers when the weaning time 
is come, withdraw from their beloved 
Children; but while they thus deprive 
their tender little ones, of their moſt dear 
And all ſupplying Preſence, they fill de- 
pute ſome faithful Friend to aſſiſt them; 
for though they leave, they do not intend 
to forſake them. Such, and far greater 
was the Care of our God, as his Love is far 
greater than that of tendereſt Mothers to 
their Infants: He ſaw it neceflary for ſo 
myſterious a Faith to be ſhewn in a clear 
and ſupernatural light to the firſt Belie- 
vers, that they might confidently recom- 
mend to. others, what they knew with 
. 8 8 .infallible 
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infallible Certainty themſelves: He ſaw it 
neceſſary for ſo perverſe a World, to in- 


faſe into its firſt Converters a Fullneſs of 


might inſtruct their Hearers, and with a 


fers : He faw it neceſfary for ſuch . 


ties of Nations, to furniſh the Preachers 


with Variety of Languages, that they 


might teach every one in their native 
Speech, and underſtand their Doubts, and 


— 


IXa EN the appointed Time was 
come, as all the Works of God 


eo forth in their fitteſt Seaſon ; the Diſci- 


ples having tartied at Jeruſalem, according 
to Direction, te be indded with Power 


from on high; when they were gathered 


together in one Place, and with one Ac- 
cord, and ſo were excellently diſpos'd for 
the Viſtts of Heaven; when tHey had long 


continued in ardent Prayer, and wrought 


up their Affections to the utmoſt Point of 
Deſire, ſaddenly there was a Sound from 
Heaven, from whence every good and 
perfect Gift deſcends ; a vehement Wind 
fill'd the whole Honſe, for the Grace of 


God is ſtrong and liberal : Behold, on the 


P.4- Head 


For the Feaſts'of Mort. 
Head of each ſate a Tongue as of Fire, the 
Propereſt Means to enable them for the 
Converſion of the World: While they 
were all illuminated with a pure Light, 
and all enflamed with a fervent Heat, 
and to communicate both to every Nation, 
tbey were all endued with the Gift of 
Languages. Thus were the Words of the 
Prophets fulfill'd, and the Promiſes of our 
Saviour performed, and the Faith of the 
Chriſtian Church was thus miraculouſly 
begun: Thus were the Meſſengers of c- 
verlaſting Peace prepared, they were mi- 
raculonſly baptized. with the Holy Ghoſt 
and with Fire, and were perfectly quali- 
led for their great Commiſſion 3 to preach 
to every Creature this happy Goſpel, He 
that believes and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved: 
When our Lord aſcended up on high, he led 
Captivity captive, and gave Gifts to Men: 
He did not affright the World again with 
Thunders and Lightnings of Mount Sixai, 
but gently infuſed the pleaſant Fire of 
divine Love into the Hearts of his Diſci- 
_ - ples: How ſhould we bleſs, the Lord our 
- God, who are Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, to which, at this Time, inſtead 
of the Law of Moſes, was given the Grace 
of Chriſt; for the Letter, the Spirit; for 
Shadows, Truth; and for the Spirit of 
Fear, the Spirit of Adoption. Renee 
Eh f N b thou, 
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Morn. the Holy Ghoſt. 3221 
thou, O Eternal Father! God of abun- 
dant and infinite Goodneſs, for this un- 
ſpeakable Kindneſs of ſending thy Spirit 

into our miſerable and wicked World; a 
| Spirit ſo ſuited to our Neceſſities, and 
able to bring many of us to Glory: This, 
Lord, was thy free Gift with reſpect to us 


he unworthy Creatures; Mankind did not, 
ur could not deſerve it of thee, tt ought. 
he therefore to be the more marvellous in our 
ly Eyes. And we may juſtly wonder, not 


only at thy Bounty, but at thy Patience 
too herein, for Mankind had highly for- 
feited this Mercy, and it was directly con- 
trary to his Deſerts. Thou didſt ſend thy 


that the ungrateful World had abuſed and 
1 put to Death thy Son. Bleſſed be thou, O 
ed dear Redeemer ! whoſe Blood and Death 
2 * 


W purchaſed for us this incomparable Gitt, 
th and whoſe powerful Interceſſion in Hea- 
4 ven obtain'd it. Bleſſed be thy merciful 
of Providence, O Jeſu, who when thou hadſt 
1 fiiſlrd thy great Work on Earth, didſt 
ur WW aſcend into Heaven, to draw our Minds 

alt even thither after thee. Bleſſed be thy in- 
d faite Goodneſs, who when thou hadſt 
© taught us the "Words of eternal Lite, 
or il fenteſt down the Holy Ghoſt to make us 
of J obſerve them, and raiſe up our Affections 
de 10 chat re Kingdom Whitner thou 
5 | FL : " art 


Spirit for our Good and Advantage, after 


122 For the Feafts 3 Morn, 
art gone before us; that where Thou our 
Happineſs art, our Hearts, as they ſhould, 
may alſo be. Bleſſing and Praiſe be to the 
Holy Spirit himſelf, who though proceed- 
ing from the Father and the Son, is equal 
in Nature and Glory; ; Whoſe free Good- 
neſs it was to give himſelf to our 'forlorn 
World: He is both the Giver and the 
Gift, from che greater Love wherewith he 
loved us. Thus we are beholden to the 
ever bleſſed Trinity, not only for excel- 
lent and fyperaatural Graces, but alſo for 
his Preſence, who is the Cauſe and Author 
of all Grace: And they to whom the Spi- 
rit is given, bave not only the Stream, 
but the Fountain of living Waters; in 
whom therefore they muſt needs be ſpring- 
ing up, even unto eternal Life. 


'PETITIONS. 


Merciful Lord, who haſt loved us 

from the Beginning; be graciouſly 
pleaſed to love us anto the End: Pity the 
unhappy State of fallen Mankind, which 
neither Nature, nor Law, could bring to 
any perfection. Send out thy Spirit, O 
Lord, and we ſhall be created again unto 
good Works ; and from our Nothing of 
Sin be raiſed to a Life of Holineſs : O 
fend ont thy Spirit, and renew the Face 
of the Earth, ad then our Weeds and 
Thorns 


Morn, the? % Ghote. | 
Thorns mal be turn wi | info a lt 0 
Cure our World! in th y due Time, of alt 
thoſe Diſtempers in the Spirits of Men 
that make us miſerable, confus'd and un- 

quiet: Deliver us from the Spirit of Pro- 
phaneneſs and Infidelityy from the Spirit 
of Errour, Hereſie and Schiſm: Deliver 
us from the Spirit of Pride and Avarice, 
1 the Spirit of Anger, Sloth and En- 

vy : Deliver us from the Spirit of Drun- 

| * and Gluttony; from the Spirit of 
Luſt and Wantoneſs, and Impurity- De- 

liver us, O 1953 every svil Spirit, * 
and vonehſafe 6 give us the Graces of 
thy good Sp ptrit; that Order and Peace may 
flouriſh in the World, and Mankind may 
not hate, nor fear, nor perſecute one ano- 
ther. O may the Chriſtian Church, which 
thou haſt . wonderfully begun, and with 

many Wonders yet continued in the 

5 World, may it goon Kill to the End of 

y Time ; and make it, Lord, 10 enereaſe 

le and multiply, till every Nation ſpeak in 

h their own Language the wonderful Works 

0 of God O bleſſed; Spirit, the Church 

O I thou haſt. been pleaſed to eſtabliſh, youch- 

0 ſafe always to govern: Always keep it 

of free from Uſurpation and Tyranny in the 

O Governors, and from Contention, Unru- 

CE lineſs, and ſpiritual Pride, in: thoſe that 

mould be govern: That it may always 
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be ia a fit Poſture to receive the Influences 
ot thy Grace, and may with thoſe heaven- 
Iy Dews be as a Fruitful Field. Which 

Things we hambly ai through the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 


| Glory be to the 5 ld to the 5 and 
do the Holy Spirit; CIT 
As it was in the Ar i nam, and 
ever £0 be, He Wie without end, 


Amen, | 


Fo r the Evening | 


MEDITATION 45 


Tome, my Soul, and adore our God 
that ſanQifies us ;-implore his Grace 
to make thee able, and then adore him; 
Him, who from the Father and the Son 
eternally proceeds, and with the Father 
and the Son muſt be equally worſhip'd 
and glorified. In thy Name, O Lord, to- 
gether with that of the Father and the 
Son, we are by divine Appointment Bap- 
tized, and ſo directed to believe in Thee: 
Thou art therefore a Diſtinct Per ſon in 
that adorable Trinity, which is the one 
eternal ous _Thog doſt make Latefceine 


8 * 


4 


— 
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for the Saints with the Father; Bey there- 


fore art not only the Power of the Father. 


Thy coming, O Lord, into this World, 
did depend upon the Departure of the 
Son; therefore I believe thou art uiſtinct 
from the Son. 1 believe, O Lord, thou 
waſt manifeſtly diſtinguiſht from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, when at the Baptiſm 
of our Saviour thou didſt deſcend upon 
him in the Likeneſs of a Dove; when at 
the ſame time there was a Voice from the 
Father, ſaying, This is. my beloved Son, 


in whom I am well pleaſed. Thou art, G 


Lord, not a created Perſon, but with the 
Father and Son art God bleſſed for ever 


more. By Thee was our Saviour con- 


cciv'd in the Womb of a Virgin, and 


therefore was her Birth call'd the Son of 


| God. Thy dwelling in one of us, converts 
a poor Creature into a ſacred Temple; ; 
therefore;we oaght to adore Thee as God: 
And 1 humbly adore Thee as the moſt 


high eternal God : 5 ag of the ſame Na- ; 


ture, Attributes and Operations with 


the Father and the Son. I adore Thee, : 
45 taving, inſeparable from thy Nature, 


an infinite; 'effenrial, and original Hqlineſs 


as God. And it is peculiarly and 000/28 
ally thy Undertaking, or Office, to, make 


us poor Sinners holy; the refore 1 adore 
Thee under the glorious Title of holy 2 


rix 


n 
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to the World by all thy holy Prophets 
that have been ſince the Beginning. And 


Scripture was given to us by the loſpirati 
on of God. Thou art the Author and Fi 


1 elineſt us to the Gdedience 


which our carnal oorrupted Natures would 
reject as Foolifhneſs. By thee it is, that 
we are renewed in all the Faculties of our 
Souls, and our Affections and Will are made 
conform'd unto the Will of God. Thou 
doſt iafuſe into us the Breath of Life, and 
bring us forth into our ſecond Birth; in 


niſtry thou doſt 
build up the Body of Chriſt to the end of 
the World. 


426 For the Feſt of . Feb. 
rit. It was 13 thou, O Lord, that didit fo peak 


thus it came to paſs, that all the holy 


niſher of our Faith, * an internal Illumi- 
nation of our Min Thereby thou in- 
of Faith; and 
to give our Aſſent to thoſe divine Truths, 


which Birth we become the Children of 


God, and Heirs of the Kingdom of Hea- 

ven. By thee are all 5 Chriſtians 
baptized into one Body, even the Myſti- 
qo" Body of Chriſt ; and it is thy Teſti- 


mony alone that comfortably a ures to 


any of them their Adoption. In order to 
theſe great things, it is thy kind Office to 
ſanctifle and ſet apart Perſons for the Pu- 


ty of the ſacred Miniſtry .: By whoſe Mi- 
perfect the Saints, and 


& 4 a * 2 LY by F 
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MEDITATION I. 


Leſſed for ever be thy Name, O holy 
D Spirit, and bleſſed be the Bounty of 
thy Goodneſs, When the Eternal Father 
i- by creating the World had declared him- 
n- £1f, and his Almighty Power: When the 
d Vacreated Word by redeeming Mankind 
is, MW had reveal'd himſelf, and bis infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom: When now there remain'd but one 
Seal more to be open'd of the Book of di- 
vine Myſteries : Behold a ſtrange Conde- 
ſcendence to our weak Nature, the inviſi- 
ble Spirit viſibly appears: He deſcends 
from Heaven in the Shape of a Dove, and 
gently alights upon the Prince of Peace. 
Again he deſcends in the Likenefs of Fire, 
and miraculouſly fits on the Heads of his 
Diſcip'es- Mingling thus together in one 
bleſt Compound thoſe chief Ingredients of 
excellent Vertue : Mildneſs to. allay the 
Heat of Zea), and Zeal to quickea the In- 
differency of Mild neſs: Innocence to adorn 
the Light of Knowledge, and Knowledge 
to direct the Simplicity of Innocence. 0 
bleſt adorable Teacher! Who can inſtru& 
like the Spirit of God? He needs no Years 
to finiſh his Courſe, but with a ſwift and ef- 
ficatious Touch conſummates all things, He 
entred the Soul of a young Delighter in Mu- 


> 328 For the Feaſts of ; Eren. 


ſick, and preſently ſanctified him into a 
Compoſer of Pſalms: He took a poorShep- 
herd from following of the Flock, and im- 
mediately tais'd him to the Degree of a 
Prophet. He, by one Leſſon perfetted the 
Diſciples, and poliſht rude Fiſhermen in- 
to eloquent Preachers: He toucht the 
| Heart of a perſecuting Phariſee, and in- 
ſtantly chang'd him into a glorious Apoſtle, 

There is none, O Lord, can refiſt thy effi- 
cacious Grace; but it accompliſhes what- 
ſoe ver thou iatendeſt : And the moſt Stub. 
bora refuſers thou makeſt to become a 
willing Peoplein the Day of thy Power, All 
this thou haſt done, O infinite Goodneſs, 
and all the Good that we do, is wrought 
by thee. By thee 1s every Condition ſancti- 
| fied to us in this mutable World; and we 
are inabled, through ah, to walk ſteadily 
towards our Eternal Reſt. By thee our 
Souls are comforted on our Beds of Sick- 
neſs; and thou alone fitteſt us for the Man- 
ſions of Glory. If in the Church there be 
any Wiſdom or Knowledge; if any real 
Sanctity, or decent Order; if any Faith 
of the Myſteries of Religion; if any Hope 
of everlaſting Salvation: If any Love of 
God, as our Sovereign Bliſs; if any mutual 
Charity of one towards another : If any 
Miracles have been wrought to convert un- 
believers, and e the weak ng 

. rr again 
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apainſt the Violence of Perſecution :- All 
theſe things flow from thy free Grace, O 
thou boundleſs Ocean of Eternal Mer- 
cies: All flows from thee, and all our lit- _ 
tle Streams ought: to return in Tribute to 
thy Bounty. Bleſled be thy Name, O 
Holy Spirit of God, who divideſt thy Gifts 
to every One as thou picaſeſt, arld workeft 
all in all, | 


MEDITATION wm. 


Til, my Soul, continue thy Meditati- 

ons on this adorable Perſon, and hum- 
bly preſent thy further Acknowledgments 
and Praiſes to him, who is the Eternal 
Love of the Father, and the Son, and the 
glorious Finiſher of the Sacred Myſtery : 
To him, the quickening Spirit of regene- 
rate Souls; in whom they live, and move, 
and have. their Beings: To him, the Sove- 
reign Balſam of our Wounds; and only 
Comfort of all our Sorrows : To him, our 
Refuge in this Place of Baniſhment, and 
faithful Guide in this wandring Pilgrimage: 
To him, the Sacred Pledge of our free A- 
doption, and enſuring Seal of our Eternal 
Salvation, What do we ſay of Thee, O 
Adorable Spirit of God ! What do we 
lay, when we utter ſuch Words as theſe ? 
We ſay what we can in our low C 'E 
| _ ut, 


330 For the Feaſts of Even. 
but, alas, how ſhort of thy unſpeakablel 
Excellencies ] O that we had the Tongues 
of glorified Saints, and of Angels! O that 
we had ghine own miraculous Tongues! 
Thoſe which ſate flaming on the Heads 
of the Apoſtles, and made them ſpeak 
thy Wonders in every Language: Still all 
our Praiſes would be poor and narroy, 
ftill infinitely leſs than thy infinite Per- 
fections. But if we cannot fpeak as our 
God deferves, ſhall we therefore hold 
our Peace, which God forbids? Woe be 
to them, O Lord, who are ſilent of Thee, 
and ſpend the Breath thou giveſt them on 
any bat thy felf, When we have tried 
our beſt Eud ea vours, and taken a Meafute 
of our own 5 when our down Hearts can 
conceive no more, and eur Toh gues have 
.expreſt their otmoſt > we will chen call 
upon all others to praiſe Thee, "who have 
been beholdea to thy infinite Bounty, and 
fay, praiſe the Eternal Spirit, O all you 
Qaires of rejoicing Angels, for his early! 
Grace confirm'd you in Glory : Praiſe 
bim ye Reverend Patriarchs, whoſe ways 
he ęgovern'd, and by particular Provi- 
dence led yoa to Felicity. Praiſe him, ye 
ancient Prophets, whoſe Souls he inſpired 
to teach his chofen people the Mind of 
Heaven. Praiſe him, you glorious Com- 

- pany of the Apoſtles, whole Perſons be 
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empower'd to be Ambaſſadors of Peace 
between Heaven and Earth. Praiſe him, 
ou the noble Army of generous Martyrs, 
whoſe Spirits he encouraged, and: gave you 
the Victory over the Terrors of Death. 
Praiſe him, ye bleſſed Confeſſors, whoſe 
Lives he ſanctified; and pave you Vidtory 
over the World, and your felves. Praiſe 
him ye holy Virgins, whoſe Souls he eſ- 
pouſed, and conſecrated your chaſt Bodies 
tato Temples for himſelf, Praiſe him, O 
thou the bleſſed Virgin-Mother of our 
Lord, by whom the World's Redeemer 
was conceiv'd in thy Womb. Praiſe him 
al you the Faithful departed this Life, 
vhoſe Hope he ſuſtaĩns of a glorious Reſar- 
fection of your Bodies. Praiſe him, all ye 
that make up the Holy Church throughout 
all the World ; bleſs him, and magnify * 
him for ever. Praife him in the Power 
and Freedom of his Grace; praiſe him for 
the Eternity and Greatneſs of his Glory. 
Praiſe him, O my Soul, for his Mercies 


to thee ; praiſe him for his Goodneſs to 


all the World. Praiſe him on the choiceſt 
Iaſtrument, that of the Heart. Praiſe 


dim in the fitteſt Place, the publick Aſſem- 


PETE 
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PETITIONS. 


Kindle in my Heart, holy Lord, thy 

| divine Fire, that I may offer to thee 
the hallow'd Incenſe of Praiſe. O- thoy 
who openeſt the Mouths of the Dumb, 
and makeſt the Tongues of Children elo- n 
quent, inſpire thy devoted Servant, if not y 
with Expreſſions ſuitable to thy ſelf, at Mc 
leaſt with ſuch as are profitable to me:. 
Such as may inſtruct me what 1 ought to MW \ 
do; and ſuch as may move me to do what Ml, 
I fay. Come, holy Spirit, who art the MW. 
free Diſpenſer of all Grace, viſit my poor Wl; 
| Heart, and repleniſh it with thy ſacred la- 
ſpirations. Refuſe not, O Lord, to hear MI, 
me now I call upon Thee, and make me 
fill hear Thee when thou calleſt upon me; 
do thou by thy mighty Operations in my 
Soul eſtabliſh ſuch an Intereſt in me, az 
may always diſpoſe me to ſo advantageous 
a Duty. Illuminate my Uaderſtandinp, 
tinflame my Affections, and ſanctifie all the 
Powers of my Soul and Body, that I may 
know, love, and conſtantly do the Fhings 
that belong to my everlaſting Peace. Fill 
my Underſtanding with the Knowledge of 
ſuch Truths, as may ſix it on thee the Eter- 
nal Verity. Inure my Will to embrace ſuch 
Objects, as may bring and unite me to ws 


— BET — — — - = © _ 2 24 Pe” Is _—— ———_ - 
— © 2 7x - — — —— _ 3 — = 2 e 7 PE X ns bat: BEES a4 co, — 3 * 1 My 
” r - 7 — * 2a ne: — — — * r 1 =... * 2 = 2 Gay ITT: — — = 44 ETHOS Ra. 5 * 
| . ; _ = ; * F = 2 — : — +: 33 od - py . - * 5 — — — — — 32 — „ * . — So 
—..— : — „ —_— ———— —.— — EY — wt = 4 2 SM. "2 2 Da ==" A. 4 2 — + 424 — : = | — 2 
5 — — - — - 2 * a — — 7 2 22 —— "I FS 2% os 2 1 3 —_ ons om TI LIC 8 - . g >. — ; * mY 
: 5 — 5 * PREISE” ne THIRD 8 : i -: — 2 —ak 5% =. =o. cs. — D 1 2 Se” N : * = N * 4 73 2 * ' 8 * 
» Sf Sw E t — Tur p 6 5 2 I ” S ISIS I; < 2 2 > - E;= >  < 3 _ = 5 — —— 
T... —— 75 — 3 — # 338 8 J =? 5 + 8 bs r . 3 32 £4 = PEI SANT... IE : — 
he - — * 8 8 = — = Y — B - ae— > — 9 I D a 2 2 5 2 — 3 = | = 
— Fg — iS 5 * 2 r — ow. 1 ” . SIX IT 1 n e : WF. — — 4 ” . D % — — — . — *y . ee a 
— 2 ERS. — * A . 2 a EY 5 1 — — a 3 233 * * — — = IRE — : _— : ; 2 8 . — — — 2 ho 
Bon ne ot — _ . =: 5 - 8 — - * „ - — — * — : , : = 2 c CEE 5 2 _ = = = "= 
r 325 £D ut 3, = TI 3 8 * — a _ 2. — — — - n = . — a = | : _—_— | . 5 | 3 
r 3 2 WEIR — wn — r ——— 5 2 2x : nn emerge r — > "TY SDSS LEEM = a | . E 
REY ͤͤ ET nnS Sent Ap 2 P ˙ AA TILT 2 . Hy oe - 2 3 » g r . En-Cnndd, ad. 
— . — S 1 N 5, 3 e 8 n N : V 
— * —— . 2 =D S — x - ES» : : _ | | 
| | l : 2 e : R 3 
—— n r W =. 5 at | 
8 N — 3 8 
1 1 


X 
VS 


2D. ASS 24, 3 * 
. - * — CT: . f 2 
* ä Th Bt 
&." a* r = 2 - 

E 

1 — £ — —_ 

22% == N „ 
x * — IF. * =, — 

— 3 2 

- ds 2 an 

S 4 « 


re 


thy 
thee 


hou 
mb, 
elo- 
not 
at 
me: 
| to 
hat 
the 


the Sovereign Goodneſs, O ſuffer me not 
obſtinately to perſiſt in any known Wick- 
edneſs, nor maliciouſſy to impugn any 
known Truths: Grant I may never be de- 
ceiv'd by any falſe Spirit, nor be overcome 
by the vicious Suggeſtions cf Fleſh and 


plood. In all my Doubts do thou direct 


me into the Way of thy Truth; in all my 
Weakneſs grant me the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace, Help me devoutly and moſt thanks 
tully to commemorate thy Deſcent to this 
World 1n the likeneſs of fiery Tongues, 
which ſate on each Head of thy Diſciples, 


and fitted them to. preach the Goſpel to 


every Nation. And let it ſo increaſe the 
holy Fervour of my Heart, that my Life 
may atteſt by all Fruits of Grace the ſame 
Spirit's ſtill abiding with me ; To the 
Glory of Thee, O God the holy Spirir, 
who with the Father and. the Son liveſt 


and reigneſt ever one God, World with- 


out end. 


5 


HYMN XXXII. 


Come mild and holy Dove, 

_ Deſcend into our Breaſt ; 

Do thou in us, make us in thee 
For ever dwell, and reſt. 


ren. be Hoh) Gh. 33 


Amen. 


N 
Wb. 2 


Come, and ſpread o'er our Heads 
Thy ſoft, all-cherifhing Wing, 
That in its Shade we ſafe may ft, 
And to Thee Praiſes ring, 


To Thee who giv'ſt us Life, 
Our better Life of Grace; 
Who giv'ſt us Breath, and Strength, and 
To run and win our Race. Speed, 


If by the Way. we faint, 
Thou reacheſt forth thy Hand; 
If our own Weakneſs makes us fall, 
Thou mak ſt our Weakneſs ſtand. 


When we are fliding back, 
Thou doſt our Danger ſtop; 
When we again, alas, are fallng 
Again thou tak'ſt us up; 


Elſe there we ſtill muſt lie, 
Aud ſtill fink lower down; 
Our Hope to riſe is all from Thee, 

Our Ruin's all our own. 
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O my Inerateful Soul! 
What ſhall our Dullneſs doo 
For him that does all t his for us, 
Only our Love to wooe? 


we'll love Thee then, dear Lord, LE 
But thou muſt give that Loyez Well 
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Ren. tze Holy Ghoſt. © 
we'll humbly beg it of thy Cont 
But thou our Prayers muſt move. 


0 hear thine own ſelf ſpeak,' 
For thou in us doſt Pray; 
Thou canſt as quickly grant as ask, 
f Thy Grace knows no Delay, 
an 
ed, Glory to Thee, O Lord, 
One Co- eternal Three ; 
70 Father, Son, and Holy _ 
One * {ey be. 
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For the Morning. 


MEDITATION I. 


ELL me, you eager Lovers of this 

preſent World, what is it you 

aim at in all your Pretences? You 

weary your Bodies with reſtleſs Labour, 
and afflict your Minds with perpetual 
Care; Day and Night you are ſtill per- 
plext, ſtill buſily plotting to compaſs your 
Ends: Tell me what are thoſe Ends you ſo 
long have ſought, and I will tell you what 

| you ſoon will find; while they are many, 
they but diſtract your Thoughts, and often 
engage 


Morn, the Saints. 
engage them to quarrel] among them- 
ſelves : One End, and one alone, is the 

Way to true and laſting Peace, and on 
that one muſt all the reſt depend. It is 


true, perhaps you will ſay, , and. by that 
Rule we guide our Lives; whatever we 
undertake, our ultimate Deſign 1s only to 


de happy; it is to be happy that we ſtrive 


to be great, and earich our ſelves by de- 
frauding others : It is to be happy that 
we run after Pleaſures, and covet to have 
in every Thing our own proud Will: Bux 
you, alas, miſtake your Happineſs, and 
fooliſhly ſeek it where *tis not to be found. 
As filly Children think to catch the Sun, 
when they ſee it ſetting, at ſo near a Di- 
ſtance, they travel on and tire themſelves 


in vain, for the Thing they ſeek is in ano- 
ther World. Juſt ſo we fooliſh Mortals 


commonly judge, and are juſt ſo deceiv'd, 


whea we think to meet with Heaven upon 


Earth. This World, alas! has now no Pa- 
rzdiſe, but all its Fruits are mixt with 
Weeds and Thorns ; all dangerouſly mixt 
with Occaſions of Sin, all ſprinkled over 
with the Bitterneſs of Sorrow: What did 
we ever paſſionately love, bur ſtill in the 
End it made us repent ? Nay the beſt End 
was heartily to repent, and learn by our 


Falling to tread more ſure. It is not then 


here that we muſt ſcek our Happi- 
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338 For the Feaſts of Mori | 
neſs, and yet it is Happineſs that we muſt 
all ſeek. Happy. are thy Saints, O Lord, 
who wiſely choſe their End, and conſtant: 
Ay purſue the Means to attain it. Come, 
let us adore the King of Saints. 


H A M N XXX. 


w ake, my Soul, chaſe from thineEye 
This drowſie Sloth, and quickly riſe, 
| "Ger up, and to thy Work a pace: 

No leſs than Kingdoms are prepar'd, 
And endleſs Bliſs for their Reward, 
Who finiſh well this ſhort Life' . Race 


Tis not ſo poor a Thing to be 

| Servants to Heaven, dear Lord, and thee { 
As this miſtaken World believes : 

Not even here, where oft the Wiſe 

Are moſt expos'd to Injuries, f 
And Vertue, poor and friendleſs, orieves 1 


Sometimes thy Hand lets gently on 

A little Drop, that ſweetens all 
The preſent Bitter of our Cup: 

O what hereafter ſhall we be, 

When we ſhall have whole Drag hts of thee 
Fill'd to the Brim, and arigk them up! 


Say, bappy Souls, whoſe Thirſt now meets 


The fen * * Stream of Sweets, 
Which 
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Whichever ſpring from that bleſt Throne; 
Did you not find this true Even here; 
n. Do you not find it truer there, 
ne Now Heaven's ſtrong Joys are all your 
f | 
(own 
Oh! yes, the Sweets we taſte exceed 
All we can ſay, or you can read, 
| They ſatisfy, and never cloy : 
yes On Earth our Cup was ſweet, but nürtz 
iſe. Kere all is pure, refin'd and fixt, 
All higheſt Quiateſſence of Joy. 


Here, in Heaven's ſplendid Court, have we 
Our bleſt Abode, and ever ſee 
The kind and radient Face of Love; 
Whoſe Beams make us with Glory ſhine; ; 
Our glad Hearts warm with Love divine, - 
And theſe our Tongues with Praiſes 
(move. 
Hear'ſt thou ,my Soul, what glorious Things 
The Church of Heaven in m ſings, a 
| Of their ſeraphick Life above ? 
Chear thy faint Hopes, and pid them livez 
All theſe, thy God to thee will give, 
If thou embrace his bounteous Love. 


ves. 


Great God, of rich Rewards, who thus 
Haſt crown'd thySaints, and wilt crown us; 
As we do both to thee belong, | 

0 may we both together ſing 

Eternal Praiſe to thee our King. 15 
In one eternal thankful Song. Amen. 
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MEDITATION Hl. 


IF thus our Nature tends to Happineſs, 


1 there is ſure ſome Happineſs to con- 
tent our Nature. Sure the All-wiſe Crea. 


tor has provided Means to ſatify the Ap- 


petites which himſelf has made. Doubt 


not my Soul, the Bounty of thy Lord, but 


turn all thy Fear on thine Unworthineſs; 
and yet correct that Fear again, that it 
do not degenerate into Deſpair, by con- 


ſidering the Worthineſs of our kind Me— 


diator, Look up then, and ſee a rich 
delicious Land, that flows with ſweeter} 


Streams than Milk and Honey look up 


and ſee a glorious City, incomparably bra- 
ver than the ſplendid Courts of Kings, 
Behold the bleſſed Angels ſhining oa their 
Thrones, and all the holy Saints triumph- 


ing with their Hymns: Great is the Cle- 


mency of our gracious Sovereign, to par- 
don the Offences of repenting Sinners: 
Great is the Bounty of our glorious Lord, 
to crown with Rewards his faithful Sei- 
vants. Thouſands of Saints attend in his 


Preſence, and Millions of Angels wait on 
bis Throne, all beauteouſly rang'd in per- 
fect Order, all joy fully ſinging the Praiſes 
of their Creator. But look up yet higher, 

O my Soul, ia thy Contemplation, and fee 


be 


4 


rn. 
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the -lorified Humanity of thy dearRedeem- 


er, that bleſſed Jeſus who died for us on the 


Croſs, and now invites us to partake his 
Crown : See and rejoice in thoſe eternal 
Honours, which Heaven and Earth juſtly, 
pay to their Ring. Look up once more, 


and if thou could'ſt, look infinitely higher 


and humbly admire the unconceivable My= 


ſtery: Wonder now, and adore the Sove- 


reign Deity, eſſentially fall of his own 


bleſs'd Light; full and overflowing into 


all his Creatures, which ſhine but as little: 


Beams derived from him. Bow low thy 


Head and Knees to him, before whom the 
Seraphims cover their Faces : Bow low an 


humble Heart to him, before whom all the 
happy Saints caſt down their Crowns. 


When thou. haſt ſeen all this, my Soul, 
and ſtaid, and dwelt a while among. theſe 
pleaſing Wonders; then turn thine Eye 


down towards this Earth again, and ſee 


the petty Things that are wont to enter- 
tain our Minds: What is à Name of Ho- 


nour, and a momentary Pleaſure, compard 


to the Bliſs of an eternal Paradiſe ? What 
is a Bag of Money, or a fair Eſtate, if 
counter-ballanc'd with the Treaſures of 
Heaven? How narrow there do our great- 
eſt Kingdoms ſeem! how ſmall a Circle. 


the whole Globe of the Earth! Cities and. 
Towns appear like little ae and the. 
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342 Por the Feaſts of 
| buſie World, but as a ſwarm of Ants, 
Tanning up and down, and juſtling one 
another, and making all this ſtir for a few 
Grains of Corn. O Heaven! Let me 4. 


—— 
* 


gain lift up my Eyes to thee, and take a 


fuller View of that gue” Proſpet : 


There I will ſtand and fix my ſteady Sight, 


till 1 have look'd my ſelf into this firm 
Judgment: All that the moſt proſperous 


Fortune can here poſſeſs, or even the 
largeſt Fancy poflibly imagine; all is an 


idle Dream to thoſe real Joys, an abſolute 
Nothing to that ſolid Felicity. O how 


glorious is the Kingdom of Heaven, 


where our Lord reigns in the midſt of his 
Saints! 3 


— 


MEDITATION in. 


FT is true; there is I ſee, a glorious 


State prepar'd above for the Spirits 
ot juſt Men made Perfect: But how ſhall 


we poor Duſt and Aſhes, and laden too 
with the Burthen of our Sins ? How ſhall 


we hope to aſcend thoſe higher Regions, | 
or obtain a Portion in that holy Land! 


Fear not, my Soul, but ſend up thy Sighs 
and Prayers to the gracious King 0 


Saints: Seek to him, and he will guide | 


thee by his Counſel, till he has brought 


| thee alſo ſafe to this Glory. If thou 


would'lt 


ue 
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vould'ſt know what makes the bright An- 
gels ſo happy; his Word will tell thee,, 
that they readily obey their Creator - If 
thou would'ſt know what rals'd the blei- 
ſed Saints to that high Felicity which 
they now enjoy, it will be told thee, they 
faithfully lov'd their Redeemer, and fol- 
low'd the Dictates of Love til] it broughe 
them thither: If thou would'ſt know: 
what bred in thoſe happy Creatures the 
excellent Vertues that are thus rewarded ;. 
thou could'ſt hear their Acknowledg- 
ments, thou would'ſt find them often re- 
peated ſuch as theſe; Bleſſed for ever be 
the Grace of our God, which alone has 
wrought all our Works in us Bleſſed for 
erer be the Bounty of our Lord, which 
firſt freely gave to us, and then as boun- 
teouſly crown'd thoſe his own Gifts. 0 
you bleſt Saints,, who are now arriv'd at 
the quiet Manſions of eternal Joy: Re- 
| joice ye in the King of Saints, eteraally.. 
Rejoice, and ſing for ever-the wondrous 
all MW Mercies of our Lord: His bleſſed Hand 
ns, bas wip'd away all Tears from our Eyes, 
d? and now you no more ſhall Weep, you 
hs MW ſhall no more Complain: Now the ſad 
of Evening of Sorrow is over with you, and 
de the Day of eternal Joy is come: Now. 
he Jou no longer ſhall Sigh to be deliver'd* 
on eat of this dark and tedious Priſon, but 
:: - -- 
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ſhall dwell for ever in that glorious Light; 
the Light which ever ſprings from the 
Face of God. And fear thou not my 
Soul, tho' now thou dwelleſt below, and 
art yet ſighing under the Weight of Fleſh 
and Blood: Fear not to aſcend at laſt to 
this Place of Joy, and take thy happy Seat 
among thoſe joyful Quires; ſince they 
once liv'd in this fame Vale of Tears, 
and were ſet to ſtrive with the ſame un- 
ruly Paſſions. He that made them over- 
come, can as eafily ſtrengthen thee; He 
that has crown'd their ViQories, will as 
furely glorifie thine: Fear not, for the 
Way is ſmoother than the Adverſary of 
thy Soul would make thee believe; and | 
the time of thy Warfare perhaps is ſhor- 
ter, than even thou thy ſelf art diſpoſed 
to deſire. Take the Direction of thy Sa- 
viour's Word, and the Direction of the 
Saints Example, to know and love but 
thine own true Intereſt; which ſure can 
be thought no very hard Task: And do 
this but whilſt you live, which you ſeldom 
think too long z. and this being well done, 
you have no more to do, but to riſe and 
ſing, and rejoice with them. | 


P E- 
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 PETI.PFIONS. :: : 
O Thee O grarious King of Saints, 
and to thy mild Throne, we direct 
our Eyes and Prayers: To Thee whoſe 
Love (we know) ſtands ready to meet 
our Wiſhes, will we humbly repreſent our 
Fears and Wants; and both, alas! O 
Lord, will be many, while we. remain 
below in this miſerable World : Of- 
ten therefore muſt we. make our Ad-- 
dreſſes to Thee, till thy Goodneſs and' 
Mercy ſhall take us to thy ſelf -- 
And when we come to poſleſs Thee in. 
Heaven, we ſhall want Nothing, and 


dwelling ſo near Thee we ſhall fear No- 


thing. But Pity us now, O Lord, Who 
are launched on a tempeſtuous Sea, and 
are ſo variouſly toſs'd with our Paſſions- 
and Luſts, that we cannot ſteer as we 


mould any certain Courſe: Ficy us who 


are ſo blinded by the Miſts of Ignorance,, 
that we know not to what Port we mould 
direct our Courſe to find a Harbour of 
Reſt. Shine thou upon us, O Lord, with 
thy beauteous Light, and convince us- 
throughly that there is a better World. 
than this, a happier People than any that we 
know here; that we may at Length begin 
our Courſe thitherward, and be all the 
#lile preparing our ſelves for that bleſſed: 
MF -: _ Company; 
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Company. Behold ns, O Lord, ſtruggling. 
in this Sea of Storms, and guide us ſafely 
through all our Dangers. Save us, O thou 

whoſe Power the Winds, and the Sea O. 

bey; Save us, O merciful Eord; or elſe 
we Periſh :: Save us, who call on Thee in 

dur Diſtreſſes; Save us, for whom thy 
immortal Self wert pleaſed to die, and 
graciouſſy receive us into thine own bleſt 
Arms; for thou art, O Lord, the Haven 
of our Repole , bring us to thy ſelf, and 
our Souls ſhall be fafe : Deliver us from 
that fad and deplorable End, which thy 
Juſtice has prepar'd for theWicked:Deliver | 
us from thoſe vain deceitful Courſes, in 
which many make an eternal Shipwrack of 
their Souls. Bleſs us, O Lord, with a 
happy. Death, that our Souls may depart 
in Peace, and go up. to dwell among thy 
Saints and Angels: Bleſs us with a holy 
Life, and then our. Deaths cannot but be 
happy. Grant theſe Things, O Lord, for 
| She ſake of our Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Glory be to 1 Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghoſt; . 


A, it was in the Beginning, * now, and 
ever ſhall be, World without End. 


Amen, 


tinually pray'd. All Things about them 
went on in perfect Meaſure, juſt fit for 


Their Cloaths, their Food, their Sleep, 


the only Aim of all their Cares, the only 
ſcope of all their Severities; that diſengaged: 


ties of the other: That they might daily 
grow more enamour'd of their Lord, and 
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r 


1 


Fo the Evening. 


* 
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MEDITATION 1. | 


ORD, what a lukewarm Life is this 
Jof ours, compar'd to the Zeal and 
Fervour of fome of thy Primitive Saints! 
Often and long many of them faſted to 
chaſtiſe their Bodies, and bring them un- 
der the Command of Reaſon : On all 
their Senſes they ſet a conſtant Guard, to- 
let nothing in that might diſturb their 
Peace, Part of the Night they would 
watch, when moſt of the Day they had 
labour'd; and both Night and Day con- 
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their pious Purpoſe, and no more: 


their Recreation; all taught to ſerve the 
Improvement of their Mind; their Mind, 
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from the Embroilments of this World, 
they might quietly conſider the Felici- 


more enflam d with his divine Perfections; 
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348 For the Feaſts of Even, 
till at laſt diſſolv'd in thoſe holy Fires, 
they melted away with Longings to en- 
joy him: Sharp to themſelves. they were, 
but ſweet to others; obliging all the 


World with their candid Charity: What- 


ever auy wanted they gladly ſapply'd, 
and gave away at once, ſometimes both 
Fruit and Tree : They ſtudied not how to 


raiſe their Families here, but to entail 


on their Poſterity the Example of their 
Vertues. It was not their Plot to leave a 
fair Eſtate behind them, but te: benefit 
the World by their uſeful Labours: To 
inſtruct the Ignorant, and confirm the 
Weak; to comfort the Serrowful, and 
protect the. helpleſs Innocent: This was 
their conſtant Work,. this their beloved 
Deſign; to promote with their utmoſt 


Strength the Happineſs of all. Lord! 


what a little *tis our Frowardneſs en- 
dures, compar'd to the heroick' Patience 


of ſome former Saints! when they were 


revil'd, they reviled not again; when 
ſpitefully ſcorn'd, they meekly held their 


Peace; when they were curſt, they 
bleſt their Enemies; when barbarouſ- 


ly oppreſs'd, they pray'd for their Per- 
ſecutors. They ſerv'd their Lord in 


Hunger and Thirſt, and all the Incom- 
modities of an impoveriſh'd Life: Of- 
ten they were threatned, and they ſtood 


141 


the 


the Danger; often entic'd; and they re- 
pelbd the Flattery: Priſons and Chains 
they willingly accepted, Tortures and 
Racks they chearfully embrac'd; even 
Death it ſelf they undauntedly encoun- 
tred, Death furiouſly arm'd with every 
Shape of Terrour : All this they endur'd, 
and a great Deal more, of which unmind- 
ful we keep no Remembrance: All this 
they endur'd, and under all rejoic'd, that 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer for 
jeſus. OgenerousSouls, you conquer'd Hea- 
ven it ſelf, and enter'd by force thoſe ever- 
laſting Gates! you would not fit down 
in the loweſt Forms, but ſtill preſs'd on to 
new Degrees of Perfection! and while you 
carefully wrought out your own Salvati- 
on, you endeavour'd the Salvation of o 
thers. Excellent Copies of our great Ma- 
ſter's Original Life, which he drew him- 
ſelf in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, and 
Goodneſs. My Soul, do thou endeavour 
alſo to be a Follower of Chriſt, as thou 
haſt the Saints for an Example. 
MEDITATION II. 
' Ittle, we know, O Lord, is the Good 
we do; little the Ill we ſuffer with 
batience: But what, alas! ſhould we have 
done or ſuffer'd, had not thy Grace aſſiſted 
us, and given us ſuch excellent Exampl 54 k 
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350 For the Feaſts 7 Even. 
thy provident Hand has helpt us, by 
hanging out thoſe Lamps, bright as Stars, 
to ſhine before us - But more by thine own 
appearing, O Sun of Righteouſneſs, to 
light and warm us with thy cheriſhing 
Beams. Our Faith had been dark, our 
Charity cold, and the Flower of our Hope 
had languiſh'd away. Now we are ſure 
the Way to Heaven is paſſable, ſince it 
has been trod by ſo many Paſſengers. And 
all of them Men cloath'd in Fleſh and 
Blood like us, and weakned with the ſame 
 imperfe& Nature: Now we are ſure the 
Promiſes of God are true; confirm'd by as 
many Witneſſes as there are Saints in Pa- 
radiſe : Who by their own Experience are 
fully convinced, and with Joy acknow- 
ledge that they are ſo. And by raviſh- 
ing Sweets they perpetually taſte, are per- 
petually excited to adore and ſing; Faith- 
ful is our Lord in all his Words, and o- 
verflowingly bounteous in all his Gifts; 
while we liv'd, we receiv'd the Hundred 
Fold; and now we are tranſlated to an 
infinity of Bliſs, What he freely promis'd 
he has fully perform'd ; what he engag d 
to give us, he has abundantly paid :. He 
told us of Treaſures and golden Crowns; 
but the Joys we find are incomparably 
greater; Joys of a far more high and no- 
ble Race; which neither you can ex preſs, 
—_ nor 
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Even. the Saints. 55 
nor you below conceive. Tis enaugh for 
us that we feel them in our Breaſt ; tis 
enongh for you as yet that ye ſee them in 
your Faith. Even our leſfer Happineſſes in- 
foitely ſur paſs the greateſt Pleaſures of 
your dull World. O how agreeable is the 
Company we enjoy! How delightful the 
meeting of our old Acquaintance! With 
whom we have pray'd, and wept, and ſuf- 
fer'd ; with whom we ſpeak of this Day 
and of this Place: With whom we. now 
can ſafely ſing, free from the Scorn and 
Malice of our Enemies; Bleſſed fon ever 
be the Goodneſs of our God, that has 
brought us hither to his own Palace. This 
is not like our Cottages of Clay, nor the 
loathſom Priſons where we lay in Fetters. 
This chearful Melody ts not like our old 
Complaints; nor the threatning Words of 
our ſtern Oppreſſors. The Scene is chang'd 
and for our Worldof Miſeries, behold we 
enjoy a Paradiſe of endleſs Felicity. Here 
we ſhall live, and ever live; here we ſhall 
praiſe our God, and ever praiſe him. Thus 
lings the Church triumphant, and thus ſhall 
we, if we practiſe diligently the Eeſſons 
they have taught us. If we inure our ſelves. 
to the ſame bleſt Notes on Earth, and live 
in tune with our holy Songs, we ſhall 
hereafter be ad mitted to their Quires, and 
lng as long, agd as loud as they. 
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352 For the Feaſts of Even. 
MEDITATION II. 


FT 1AkeCourage now, my Soul, and chaſe 
| away thy Doubts; far more are with 
us than againſt us. The Almighty God is 
on our ſide, and all his Hoſts of miniſtring 
Spirits, Our great Creator looks on to 
excite us; our gracious Redeemer comes 
down to inſtruct us The bleſſed Spirit is 
within us, to confirm our Hearts; and the 


whole Trinity ready to Crown our Victo- 


ries: Whom ſhall wethen Fear, when we 
are thus ſafely Guarded ? Who can reſiſt 
ſo invincible aStrength? None but our own 
corrupted Nature dare contend, and the 
unlucky Accidents that conſpire with it a- 
gainſt us; ſometimes ſurpriſing our un- 
wary Negligence; ſometimes defeating 


even our ſtrongeſt Reſolves. Not that 


they can compelour Wills, unleſs we yield, 
or make the leaſt Wound without our Con- 
ſent. Much leſs prevail againſt the Power 
of Heaven, and fruſtrate the Pur poſe of 
the Almighty Wiſdom : Whoſe Mercy has 
us'd more Arts to ſave us than the Craft of 
Vice can invent to deſtroy us. Such a Re- 
demption ſo miraculouſly wrought ; ſuch 
holy Sacraments, ſo often repeated, ſuch 
glorious Promiſes ſo faithfully aſſur'd, and 
which revives our Hope, ſo eaſily. ues 
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Even; © The Saints, © 353 
0 infinite Goodneſs, how generous is thy 
Love ! how liberally extended aver all the 
World ! Thou inviteſt little Children to 
cowe to Thee; and the Lame, and the 
Blind to fit down at'thy Feaſt, None are 


ſhut out of Heaven, but ſuch as will not go 


in; none made unhappy, but thoſe whocare 
not ro. be otherwiſe, Chear then thy ſelf, 
my Heart, and let no Fears moleſt thee; 
nor even Death it ſelf abate thy Courage. 


Death is a Paſlage that was always ſhort, 


and our Saviour's Death hath made it ſafe 
to them that follow him in their Eives: 
By the Pradtice of the Saints it is grown fa- 


miliar; and by their happy Succeſs become 
deſirable. Loſe not then thy Hope in ſo 


glorious an Enterpriſe ; where Eternity is 
at ſtake, and Heaven is the Reward. That 
Heaven for which the Ancient Hermits 


ſought devont Retirements in the Deſerts; 


That Heaven for which the holy Confeſ- 


ſors ſpent all their Time, and innumerable 


Martyrs laid down Their deareſt Lives: 
That Heaven, where Millions of Angels 
continually ſing ; and all the bleſſed make 


one Quire: That Heaven where the ador- 


ed Jeſus eternally Reigns; and the Immor- 


tal Deity ſhines bright for ever: That very 


Heaven is promis'd to Thee, my Soul; that 
bleſt Brernity thou art commanded to hope 


for. Raiſe now thy Head, and ſee thoſe 


beauteous 


beauteous Proſpects, that raviſh the Hearts 
of all their Beholders. Yonder, far above 
the Stars is thy Saviour's Kingdom; yon- 
der we muſt dwell, when we leave this 


Earth. Yonder muſt our Sovls remove to 


reſt, when the Stroke of Death ſhal) divide 
them from their Bodies: And when the Al- 
mighty Power ſhall join them again, yon- 
der muſt we live with our God for ever. 


PETITIONS. 


Moſt gracious and bountiful King of 


Saints! It was by thy ſufficient Grace 


afforded to them, that any of thy Saints 
were able to do much good, and to ſuffer 
much evil for thy ſake : They acknowledg- 
ed it was not they that did any good, bot 
is was Chriſt that lived in them, O Lord! 
to whom then ſhould we go but unto Thee 
for Aſſiſtance, to follow thoſe that have 
been Followers of Thee : To thee, O Lord, 
we muſt addreſs our ſelves, and to Thee a- 


lone; for thou alone art the Diſpenſer of 


that Grace we need: And we thank Thee, 
thou haſt given us ſuch Aſſurance of thy 
good Will, in taking our Nature, and dy- 


ing for Us, that we know not, nor need de- 


ſire one more tender than theu, and more 


ready to help us. O Lord, direct us, we 
Pray, to find the Footſteps of thy Flock, 


and 
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Even. the Saints. 333 
and inable us to follow the bleſſed Track, 


that we may come at laſt to the happy reſt 


thou giveſt them. Pity, O Lord, the In- 
firmities of thy Servants, and quioke n our 
ſlowneſs by the Example of thy Saints: 
What we ſee they have done for the Love 
of Jeſus let us be ambitious to do; what 


they patiently ſuffer'd, let us neither ſinfully 


decline,. nor undergo with murmuring and 
diſcontent : Make us eſpecially, OLord, to 
remember what thou haſt done and ſuffer'd, 
to ſet before our ſelvesthy bright Example, 
the Light of which directed them: And 
make us mind ful too of what thou promiſeſt, 
what they have gain'd by following Thee, 


that their Names according to thy Promiſe 
are written in the Book of Life; and they 


ſhall be exalted to fit with Thee on thy 
high Throne. O bounteous Lord, the only 
Author of all we have, the only Object of 
all we hope! As thou haſt prepared a Hea- 
ren for us, O may thy Grace prepare us for 


| it: O make us live the Life of the Juſt, and 


let our laft end be like theirs ; that we 
may die the Death of the Juſt, and live for 
ever in that bleſt Society; and in that bleſt 


Society may for ever ſing thy Praiſe, and 
ſay, To him that loved us, and waſhed us 


from our Sins in his own Blood, and hath 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God, and 
his Father, to him be Glory, and Domi- 
nien for ever and ever. Amen, HYMN 
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356 Por the Feaſtsof Even. 
. H v M N XXXIV. 


ELL me, ye glorious Stars that ſhine ' 
About the Lamb's celeſtial Throne, 

el from ſuch Bodies once as mine, 

Are you to this great brightneſs _ 


Hark, with one Voice, they thus reply, 
This to the Lamb's deſert is due; 

His humble Death rais'd him ſo high, 
And us his Faithful Followers too. 


With one e Voice, this too they will 1. 


Our Lord taught us the happy Skill, 


By his bright Steps to guide our way, 
And follow his. bleſt Followers ſill. 


As we fave they had ſet their Mind, | 
And rul'd their Courſe, we order'd ours; 
This State alone we both deſign'd, 
And up towards this ſtrein'd all our Powers, 


Taught by wiſe Temperance, we abſtain 6 | 
From Earth's low Joys for greater Goods | 
And lighting little Drops, we gain'd 
Full ſeet and everlaſting Floods. | 


Wel armed with Fortitude, we bare 
All leſſer Evils, worſe to fly; 

And mortal Death we durſt out-dare,. | 
That we might not for ever die. Strict 


That all in Peace and order living, 


gut Prudence govern'd al the reſt, 


We all arriv'd at this bright Place, 5 
O certain Truths! ! O bleſt Atteſters ! 


Ot both theſe things ſuch ſtrong. Digeſters, 
— both theſe * _— feed, their 


Him, that will lead us into Bliſs, 


Even. | the Saint UY 357 


strict Juſtice we e obſerv d by giving 
To every one their utmoſt due: 


All freely might this Heaven pur ſue. 
Prudence; that made us till apply 
That wbich was fitteſt, and was beſt 
To advance greateſt Charity. 


On theſe ſwift golden wheels of Grace, 
That Loves bright fiery Chariot bear, 


O follow us, and do not fear. 
O that all yet on Earth might prove 


Cove, 


Him, who hath de as all for this, 
Him, who hath made himſelf our way, 


May all Men praiſe, and all obey. 
Amen. 
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at 
DEVOTIONS 
FOR THE 


| Holy-Days. | 


The SECOND Fay. 


a... _ 


FOR THE 


IF EAS 


OF OUR 


Bleſſed Saviour. 
For the Morning, 


| 


MEDITATION * 


Ome, let us aſcend to the Houſe of 
our 'Lord, and celebrate this Day 
with a holy joy; ; Imploring his Mercy 
in all we need, and Blefſing his Bounty 
for all we have: He is our God, and we are 
dis People, created by his Goodneſs to be 

* 


360 For the Feaſts of 
happy for ever: He is our Redeemer, and 
we his Purchaſe, reſtor'd by his Death to a 
forfeited Happineſs; to Day let us adore 
our God that redeem'd us. Praiſe our 
Lord, all ye Nations of the Earth; praiſe 
him with the Voice of Joy and Thank 
giving; praiſe him with the well tun'd 
Strings of our Hearts; praiſe him with 
the ſweeteſt Inſtrument, and chear ful Obe- 
dience: Let every one that pretends to Fe- 
licity, ſing immortal Praiſes to the God of 
our Salvation: He is our full and all-ſuff- 
cient Redeemer, he has perfectly finiſh'd 
what he graciouſly undertook; for all our 
Treſpaſſes he has made Satisfaction, for 
all our. Forfeitures he has paid the Rand- 
ſom: We by our Diſobedience were baniſh'd 
from Paradiſe, and he has receiv'd us into 


his own Kingdom: He has ſet up a King- 


dom of Grace on Earth, to prepare us for 
his Kingdom of Glory: We wandred up 
and down in the Wilderneſs of Error, and 
he has guided us into the Way of Truth: 

We were by Nature Children of Wrath, 

and he has meditated our Peace with his 
offended Father: We were becometheSlaves 
of Sin, and he has bought our Freedom with 
his own Blood: We were in Bondage to 
the Dominion of Satan, and he has over- 
come and confin'd his Power: We were in 


Danger of — into Hell, and he has 
5 fav'd 


Morn. 
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Morn. our bleſſed Saviour. 361 
ſav'd us from that bottomleſs Pit: The 
Gates of Heaven were ſhut againſt us, and 
he went up himſelf, and open'd them to 
all Believers; diſſolving for ever the Ter- 
ſe tours of Death, and rendring it now but a 
- paſſage into Life. O deareſt Lord, who 
d mad'ſt us firſt of Nothing, and reſtor'd'ſt us 
th again when we had undone our ſelves ! 

e- Who wouldſt at any Rate redeem us from 
e- M Miſery, at any Rate procure our Felicity: 


of MW How came we Wretches to be ſo confider- 


H- ed! How came we Sinners to obtain ſach 
d Favour ! that from thy Throne of Glory, 
ur W where Seraphims ador'd thee, thou ſhould- 
or Weſt deſcend on our Earth, where Slaves 
d- MW would affront thee ; That thou ſhould'ſt 
rd lead a Life of Poverty and Labour, and in 
to perfect Innocence die a Death of Shame 
g- Wand Sorrow: That thou ſhouPdſt do all 
for W this for ſuch contemptible Worms as we, 
up vithout the leaſt Concern or Benefit to thy 
nd Wfelf; only to raiſe us up from our humble 
th: WDuſt, and ſet us to ſhine” amongſt thy glo- 


th, Wrious Angels. O infinite Goodneſs, the 


his WW bounteous Author of all our Hopes! What _ 


R 


ves I hall we ſay to thy exceſſive Charity? O 
ith Weracious Lord, and mighty Deliverer from 

to Wall our Fears! What ſhall we render for 
er- thy unſpeakable Mercies? We cannot chuſe 
e1n but ſearch over all we have, but we can 
” ind Not hing to return but what thou haſt | 


given 
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given us: We will therefore uſe the Gifts 
thou haſt beſtowed on us, according to thy 
Direction, and give the Praiſe to Thee of 
what we do well: All the Glory of our Sal- 
vation we will aſcribe to Thee, and to 
Thee alone, as the great Cauſe who haſt 
begun, and will at length finiſh it: By Thee 
we will always ſay we do Good, and not 
lean to our o.] &n Underſtandings; by 
Thee we will expe&t our Reward, and 
never rely upon our own Merits, 2 2 


"HYMN XXXV. 


Weet Jeſu, why, why doſt thou love 
LJ Such worthleſs Things as we? 
Why is thy Heart ſtill towards us, 
' Who ſeldom think on Thee! Et 


Thy Bounty gives us all we have, 

And we thy Gifts abuſe; 

Thy Bounty gives us ev'n thy ſelf, 7 
And we thy ſelf refuſe. | hy 


My Soul, and why, why do we love 
Zoch worthleſs Things as theſe; . 

Theſe that withdraw us from our Lord, I 
And his pure in diſpleaſe ? 


Break off and be no more a Child, 
*: $0 Run, and Sweat, and Cry 
While all this Stir, this huge Concern, | 
” Is only for a Fly: Some 


Morn. our bleſſed Saviour, 363 
Some ſilly Fly that's hard to catch, 
And nothing when *tis caught; 
Such are the Toys thou ſtriv'ſt for here, 
Not worth a ſerious Thought. 


Break off, and raiſe thy Manly Bye 
Up to thoſe Joys above; 

Behold all thoſe thy Lord prepares 
To Wooe and Crown thy Love. 


Alas, dear hou 4: cannot love, 
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Unleſs thou qraw my Heart; 
Thou, who thus kindly mak'ſt me know, 
0 make me do my part: 
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Still do thou love me, o my Lord! 
That 1 may ſtill love Thee; 

Still make me love thee, O my God! 
That thou may 'ſt ſtill love me. 


Thus may my God, and my poor Soul, 
Still one another Loe, 

Til I depart from this low World, 
To en joy my God above. 


* 
. 
4 2 
1 8 


— — — nay 


Ta Thee, great God, to Thee alone, 
One Co- eternal Three, 

All Pow'r and Praiſe, all Joy and Bliſs, 
Now, and for ever be. 
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MEDITATION II. 


Roceed, my Soul, to celebrate the 
Praiſes of thy Lord; go on with freſh 
Attention toremember the Mercies of thy 
God; whoſe Wiſdom has contriv'd to ſave 


Mankind by ſo compendious a Method 


as may be expreſt in one ſhort Word: He 
ſaw the only Cauſe of all our Ruin, was 
our Love miſplac'd on this preſent World : 

He ſaw the only Remedy of all our Miſe- 
ry, was to fix our Love on the World to 
come: This therefore was his great la- 


tent, and in this concentred all his Merits; 
to poſſeſs us with Love, the End of Faith, 
and greateſt of divine Graces ; to change 


the Byaſs of our wrong-ſet Hearts, by e- 


ſtabliſhing among us new Motive of Cha- 


Tity ſuch as might ſtrongly incline our At- 
fections, and efficaciouſly draw us to love 
our true Good; ſuchas might gain by Degrees 


upon all Mankind, and render Salvation 
eaſie and univerſal: For this he came down 
from his Father's Boſom, to teach us the 


Rules of eternal Life ; that we might firm- 
ly believe thoſe ſacred Truths, which God 
himſelf with his own Mouth has told us: 
For this he converſt ſo long on our Earth, 
to encourage and provoke us by his 


own pas a, that we might confi- | 


dently 
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dently embrace thoſe unqueſtionable Ver- i 
tues, which God himſelf in his own Perſon 
had practiſed: For this he endur'd fo ſnarp 
and many Afflictions, and became at laſt. 
obedient to the Death ; that we might pa- 
tiently ſuffer whatever ſhould befall us, 
when. God himſelf was ſo treated by his 
Creatures: For this he ſo often preach'd of 
the Joys of Heaven, and ſent them before 
us in ſo clear a Light; that ſeeing ſo rich 
a Prize hang at the end of our Race, we 
might run, and ſtrive with our utmoſt 
Force to obtain it: For this he ordain'd all 
the Means of Grace, and left us the Sacra- 
ments of his Body and Blood ; that he 
might breed and nouriſh in us the Life of 


TS r a 


ly Charity, and raviſh our Hearts with the 
© © ſvcctneſs of his preſence: For this he eſta- 
” bum'd a perpetual Church, and ſent the 

: Holy Ghoſt to inſpire and govera it; that 

. it might be maintain'd through all Ages in 

ih Truth and SanQtity, and plant the ſama 
4 teavenly. Seed over all*the World: For 
in ibis he aſſum'd thoſe ſtrange indearing 

de Names of Friend, and Brother, and Spouſe, 
n. Nous Wretches; doing far more for us, O 

14 vondrous Love; than all thoſe Names im- 


port, than all our Hearts can wiſh. Bleſſed 


rh 0 Glorious Jeſu ! be the Wiſdom of thy. 
bis Mercy, that has found ſo ſweet and ſhort 


way to ſave us: Thot art, O Lord. the 9 
R 3 E 


[| ' Cauſe of alt our Love, and Love the Cauſe 


of all our Happineſs : By Love we fulfil 
all thy Commands, and in keeping thy 
Commands, there is a great Reward : By 
Love we are reconcil'd from Enemies to 


Friends ; by holy Love we are tranſlated | 


from Death to Life; by Love we are deli- 
ver'd from the Fears of Hell; by Love we 
are the regenerated Heirs of Heaven ; by 
Love wearediſpos'dfor that bliſsful Viſion; 
by Love we are ſecur'd of the Enjoyment 
of our God, who by the ſole Perfection of 


his own free Goodneſs can never deny him- | 
- ſelf to thoſe that love him; elſe would their | 
very loving him be a Cauſeof great Miſery; 
fnce the Miſery of a Soul is the want of 
what it loves: Indeed he that is poſſeſt with 
love, is fo far already a partaker of divine 
Nature; for thou haſt told us, O Lord, that 
God is Love, and he that dwelleth in Love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him. He 
then that loves muſt needs be proportion- 
ably happy too, for ſo much as he has of 
God, ſo much he poſſeſſes of his true Good. 
Thus, Lord Jeſus, whatever thy holy Books 
do record of Thee, in Expreſſions ſuited to 
our low Capacities : Whatever they ſay of} 
thy reſtoring all Things, and repairing 4- 
gain the Ruins of Mankind: All is exact- 
ly verificd with this one Line, which our 


thankful Hearts ſhould repeat with Joy: 
3 Heaven 
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Heaven is attain'd by Love alone, and 
Love nen thee. 


MEDITATION 11. 


Till my Soul, let us repeat a few Lines 
10 more, to the Praiſe of him wkoſe Mer⸗- 
cies are no fewer than infinite, Of him ill 
whoſe pity took us by the Hand, and kind- 
y led us into his own light. Of Thee, O 
t bleſſed jeſu, O Lord, our God, who alone 
fart the ſource of all our Happineſs : The 
„World till thou cameſt fate wrapt in Dark- 
ir MW neſs; and few diſcern'd ſo much as a ſha- 
dow of Thee: They fotlow'd the Appe- 
of W tites of Senſe and Humour; and placed 
th their Felicity in being proſperous here: 
ne Little conſidering the Life to come; and 
at W leſs the Joys that entertain that Life: This 
de was, alas ! their miſerable State; and 
Je | which was worſe than this, they had no 
n- Power to help it. How could they believe 
of what they never heard'of ; or love what 
od. they never believed? How could they de- 
ks MF fire what they never lov'd, or be glad to 
to receive what they never defir'd ? It was 
| of thou, O Lord, didſt firſt teach us our true 
; 4-M end, the bliſsful Viſit on of the Eternal 
aft] Deity. It was thou didſt firſt teach us the 
our true Means to attain that end, by a hearty 
Lore and Deſire to attain it. O the bleſt 
Tell R 4A change 
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change which thy Hand has wrought! the 
happy Improvements which thy coming 
has produc'd ! Now every Woman, and il- 
literate Man, can diſcourſe familiarly of 
the higheſt Truths. The Creation of the 
World, and the fall of Adam; the Incare | 
nation of God, and Redemption of Man ; 
the Myſtery of the Trinity, and Miracle 
of the Reſurrection; the Day of Judgment, 
and State of Eternity. All theſe we know, 
but it was thou, O Lord, who taught'ſt | 
us; and by thy holy Church firſt ſpread'ſt | 
them over the World. Now thou haſt o- 
pened our Eyes, we plainly ſee what un- | 
aſſiſted Nature could never have reach'd, 
We ſee the framing right of our Affections 
here, is both cauſe and meaſure of our 
Happineſs hereafter : If we ſupremely E- 
ſteem the Goods of the future Life, we | 
mall find them there, and be happy. If we 
love Heaven with our whole Soul, and 
preſs on ſtrongly with all our Force, we 
ſhall enter it's Glories with a ſtrange ſur- 
prizing Delight; and poſſeſs them for ever | 
in a perpetual Extaſie: We ſee our Souls 
are made to know and per fect themſelves, 
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by the worthieſt Objects: We ſee their 
Nature is free, and unconfin'd 3 and no- 
thing can fill them but that which is infi- 
nite. All other Knowledge inlarges our 
Faculties, and breeds new Deſire to ker 
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ſtill more; which if unſatisfied, we yet are 
miſerable; ſince none can de happy who 
want their Deſire, Oaly the Sight of God 
fills us to the brim ; and infinitely over- 


flows our utmoſt Capacities : It fills and 


overflows all the Powers of our Soul, with- 
joy and wonder, and Ldconceirable ſweet- 
neſs. O bleſt and glorious ſight ! 
will the happy Day appear, and open to 
my Soul that beauteous Proſpe&t ! When, 


deareſt Lord, ſhall I ſee thee face to face ! 


when ſhall [ heartily at leaſt, deſire to ſee 


Thee; Thou art my full and high Felicity; 


and only, and alone, ſufficient for me. 
ir! 


Moſt gracious and adorable Jeſv, who 


ſo lovedſt this ſinful World as to 
die for us, we cannot think thou wilt deny. 


us any Thing that we humbly ask of Thee 
according to thy Will. Thoſe that be- 
heving come unto Thee, thou wilt in no 
wiſe caſt out: Let me.then obtain, I be- 
ſeech thee, theſe important Favours, and 


whatever elſe thou ſeeſt conducing to my 


Happineſs. Teach me, I pray effectually, 
that this low World can never make me 
happy, that I muſt ſet my Affections on 


Things above. Make me ſeek therefore in 


the firſt Place the Kingdom of God, and 
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the Righteouſneſs thereof; to love with 


my whole Affections the Enjoyment of God, 
fince nothing but Love can qualifie me for 
that Enjoyment, and nothing without that 


Enjoymei!t can ever render me happy. O 
my God, make me ardently love thee that 


I may eagerly deſire thee, and eagerly de- 
fire thee that I may with joyfol tranſport | 


enjoy thee, Make me, O bleſſed Jeſu, ſo 


meditate . on thy infinite Mercies, that | 


my whole Soul may be fill'd with the Me- 


mory of thy Love; that the frequent re- 


membrance of it may diffuſe a vigorous | 
Love of Thee iato all my Powers ; let the | 
Mark and Badge which they all bear, be | 


the Love of Jeſus. Let every ſtep of thy | 
Love, dear Lord, in redeeming loſt Man- 
kind, confirm my Soul in Love and Duty; 


fortifie me thereby againſt all Perſecution } 
and Diſconragement, and ſo effeQually 
draw me into thine own Kingdom of Glo- 
ry, by thy holy Life, and precious Death, | 


and glorious Reſurre&ion : Make me to 


perſevere in thy Obedience to the end, | 


that I may die in thy Favour, and rife a- | 
gain to rejoice with thee for ever: Who | 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, li- 


veth aud reigneth one God, world with. 
out end. 5 — 
Glory be to, &c, Amen. 
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MEDITATION |. 


Etire now, my Soul, from thy com- 
\ mon Thoughts, that are permitted to 


_ entertain thy leſs ſerious Hours. Retire, 


and call thy wandering Fancies home, and 
ſpeedily range them in Peace and Order; 

that thou may'ſt be ſo prepar'd to hear thy 
Lord, who invites thee among theè reſt, to 
taſte his ſweetneſs. The Prince of Love 


aud Bounty ſays 35 Come to me all you that 


labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 


you reſt : Take my Yoke upon you, and learn 


of me; for I am meek, and lowly in Heart; 
and you ſhall find re t to your Souls : For my 


Loe is eaſy, and my Buxthen is light, Enough 


dear Lord, enough is ſaid, to draw all the 


World to thy holy Diſcipline. What can 


be offer'd ſo agreeable to our Natures, too 
much, alas, inclin'd to pleaſure and pro- 
fit? What can be offer'd ſo powerfully at- 
tractive, as to make our Work delightfu], 


and then reward it ? As to propoſe an 


Employment, like the Muſick of Churches, 
devout, ſweet, and gaintul to the Perior- 
Re = mers 
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mers? Whither, O my God, ſhould we 20, 


but unto thee ? Thou alone haſt the Words 
of eternal Life, Thou art our wiſe Inſtrucer 
to know what to do, and our only Ena- 


bler to do what we know: Thou art the 


free Beſtower of all we have; the faithful 
Promiſer of all we hope for. Thy kind 


Saviour, my Soul, has given thee a gracious 
Call: To Thee has he ſeat the Invitations 


of the Goſpel ; Shall he call, and wilt thou 


not hear his Voice, and conſtantly follow | 
it till thou come to him? Wilt thou beſo | 
- fooliſh, as ſtill to go aſtray like a loſt | 
| mays wandering up and down in«thine 

y Ways? Wandring out of his Ways, 


OWN 
and the Ways of Happineſs, purſving only 
thine own Perdition. By ſeeking our ſelves 
ia this World of Vanity, we loſe both 


thee, O Lord, and our own Souls. By 
ſeeking our ſelves in thee, and in thy Love, | 
we find both thee, and our own Happineſs. | 
| O! How unſpeakable are thy Sweetneſſes, 
0 Lord, which thou haſt hid for thoſe wha | 
fear thee, which thou haſt partly reveal'd | 
to thoſe who love thee, and keep their 


Taſte nacorrupted with the World. But 


O! What are they then to thoſe who ſeek | 
thee, and in that ſight ſee all that is ne- 


ceſſary to their Happineſs; to thoſe who 
Tejoice perpetually before thee; and in 


teous 


— 
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teous Truth, which, known, inforces Love, 
and which, well lov'd, begets "Felicity. 
Live thou for ever in my faithful Memory, 


and be my conſtant Guide in all my Ways. 
Still, my Soul, let us think of the Joys a- 
bove, and undervalue all things compar'd 


plate thy dear Saviour's Love, that pur- 
chaſed for thee all thoſe unutterable Joys. 


MEDITATION I. 


A AY God, when 1 remember thoſe 


ſider they were the firſt thou ſpakeſt in 
publick, the choſen Text of the eternal 
Wiſdom ; I cannot think but they contain 


a very important Precept, and thatLought 


„to be deeply affected with the Power of 
the Motive, My Soul, did Chriſt begin 
his publicx Work with this Command? 
Apply then thoſe ſearching Words to thy 


ſelf, and bind them faſt apon thee, Re- 


| 

) 

4 | 

+ FF peat, O my Soul! for the Kingdom of Hea- 
t ven is at Hand; repent, for the Kingdom 
4 


of Heaven depends upon” thy Repentance. 


A Vihappy me, that I cannot live without 
Jia, but bleſſed be our God, that I may 
obtain Pardon by my Repentance. Pra- 
ice then my Soul, that ſaſe and eaſie 


with everlaſting Salvation: Still contem- 


1 Words of thine, Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand: When Icon- 
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Method of cenſuring thy ſelf, to be ac- 
quitted by him. Every Night fit as an 
. impartial Judge, and lay before thee all 
thou canſt of the paſt Day: Severely exa- 
mine every Thought and Word, and 
ſtricly ſearch every Deed and Omiſſion : 
And fince thou art not ſtrong enough to 
be perfectly innocent, at leaſt endeavour 
to be humble encuph to be truly penitent: 
Say, woe to the Day and Hour wherein 
I finn'd; woe to the many Days and Hours 
I have fooliſhly miſpent: Or rather, wae | 
to me, who abuſe my Days and Hours 
allow'd by thy Goodneſs to work out my 
Salvation, Behartily ſorry for what thou 
haſt done amiſs, and make firm and wary | 
Reſolutions not to do again what will 
make thee ſorry : Implore for what is paſt | 
the Mercy of Heaven, and for the time io 
come the ſame indulgent Mercy: Ask it 
in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for 'tis only | 
by his Blood that our Repentance can ob- 
tain the Remiſſion of our Sins. If perhaps 
thou find in thy Examination, that ſome | 
Fl little thing has been well done, return to I + 
Sad all the Glory of this, and beg his | 
4: Grace to continue thy good, and improve © ; 
it: His is the Hand that ſows the Seed, his M 
is the Bleſſing that gives the Iacreaſe. = - 
Thus 1 will once in a Day at leaſt look | 
home, and ſeriouſly inquire into the mo : 
* 1 OY of | 


" ud , 


undo it, as it were, by a hearty Contriti- 
on: Let not the Sun go down upon thy 


Sin. O happy Man, that can write at the 


and in Charity with all the World. Such an 


1 would attentively meditate their ſub- 
ples of my Life and Actions. Thou haſt 


well worthy it is to be remember'd: Lay 


Thieves break threugh, and ſteal, But lay 


our bleſſed Saviour. 375 
of my Soul: Whate'er my Malice or 
Weakneſs may have done, I ſhould now 


Wrath, nor upon any other unrepented 
Foot of his Account; Reconcil d to my God, 


one may go'to Bed with a quiet Conſcience 
and fall aſleep in Peace and Hope. 
MEDITATION III. 
Ord, e'er I take my leave of this Day, 
which thy Church has devoted to the 
Honour of thy Memory, I would repeat 
ſome few Words more of thoſe many in- 
comparable Ones thou has left among us; 
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ſtanſtial Senſe, and ſettle them as Princi- 
faid, 1 remember, O divne Wiſdom, and 


not up for your ſelves Treaſures on Earth, 
where Moth and Ruſt do corrupt, and 


up for your ſelves Treaſures in Heaven; where 
neither Moth nor Ruſt do corrupt, nor Thieves 
break through, and ſteal: For where your 
Treaſure is, there will your Heart be alſo. 
Go now, you curious, and ſtudy what you 
pleaſe for me; V'll ſtay, and liſten to my Sa- 

„ viour; 
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viour : He will teach me high, and ſure, 
and uſeful Truths z he' Il teach me Truths 
that will bring me to Happineſs. Only I 


muſt receive and keep the Truths he 


teaches me, and obey their Direction in 


my Courſe of Life. In vain am I told this 


Inſtruction, if Iwill ſtill doat on the un- 


certain Goods of this World; utterly in 


vain, if 1 will not be concern'd for the 
more durable and certain Poſſeſſions of a 


better: Notwithſtanding this wife Inſtru- 


Qion I ſhall be a Fool, if I ſuffer my Heart 
to fix below, if I ſet my Affections on that 
which is not. All our few Days we live 


here, my Soul, are full of Vanity, and our 


choiceſt Pleaſures are ſprinkled with Bit- 


terneſs: The Things here periſh in the 


uſing, and our tranſitory Joys vaniſh like 
a Dream. Beſides, conſider, there is no 


Reaſon thy Heart ſhould fix here, when 
thou thy ſelf art deſign'd for a Removal: 

Thou art but a meer Sojourner and Stran- 
ger on Earth, and art paſſing hence to an 
eternal Home. Already I am dead to all 
the Years I have liv'd, and ſhall never live 
them over again: All muſt go down to the 


ſame dark Grave; and none can tell how 
ſoon he may be calld: To Day we are in 
Health among our Friends and Neigh- 
bours, and to morrow Arreſted by the 


Hand of Death⸗ Nature may * 
7 
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ly ſtruggle for a Time, but muſt yield at 
laſt, and be buried in the Earth. At laſt 
we muſt take our Leave of neareſt Rela- 
tions, and bid a long Farewel to all the 
World. And how fad a thing, my Soul, 
will it be in that Day, to have no Trea- 
ſure but what thou muſt leave, and to leave 
the only Treaſure that thy Heart is ſet up- 
on. Let thy choſen Treafure then bein 

Heaven, fince, where the Treaſure is, the 
Heart will be alſo. Ye careleſs Worldlinge, 
hear but this one Word more, which our 
great Maſter has alſo ſpoken; and then I 
expect you will ſtay and obſerve his Inſtru- 
Rions too, if any Senſe of your eternal 
Good can hold you: Hark, he tells us this 
new and glorious Secret: we ſhall be here- 
aſter like the Angels in Heaven, O precions 
Word to them that reliſh it, and through- 
ly digeſt it's trong Nouriſhment ; to them 
that feed on it as often as their daily 
Bread; We ſhall be hereafter like the Angels 
in Heaven, Thoſe that now ſet their Af- 
fections on Things above, ſhall be here- 
after like Angels in Heaven, And what, O 
deareſt Lord, are thoſe bleſt Angels, but 
Spirits that know, and love, and delight 
for ever. Such, O my Soul, we ſhall be, 
it we follow now the Inſtructions of our 
Saviour + We ſhall lead that ſweet Life, 
and be, and live like the Angels in Heaven: 
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We ſhall know all that is true, and love all 
that is good; and delight in that Know- 
ledge and Love for ever. No Ignorance 
mall darken us, nor Error deceive us, for 
we ſhall be lite the Angels in Heaven : No 
Cares ſhall perplex us, nor Croſſes affli& 
us, for we ſhall be like the Angels in Heaven! 
Our Joys ſhall be full and pure, and ever- 
laſting, for we ſhall be /ike the Angels in 
Heaven. Chear thee, my Soul, and bleſs 
thy bounteous Lord, by whom thou ſhalt | 
be exalted to that Dignity ; comfort thy | 
ſelf, and raiſe thy Hopes yet gloriouſly 
higher; raiſe them to the Expectation of 
more than thou canſt conceive, for ſo much 
yet more is intended for thee; fo much | 
more is included in thoſe wonderful Words: 
We ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as | 


he is. : 


PETITIONS. | 

O Bleſſed jeſu, whoſe ſacred Body was 
laid in a Sepulchre, after thou hadſt 
finiſnt in it the Work of our Redempti- 
on: Make me fo frequently to renew in 
my Mind the Memory of thy Death and 
_ Burial, as may put me into a ferious Pre- 
paration for my own. Since thou didſt 
not deſign to abide long on this Earth, | 
let not my Heart be ſet on any Conditi- | 
on here; make me to grow daily — 1 

ecte 


Even. 
fected to this tranſitory Life, and more 
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in Love with thy eternal Joys: Give me, 
O thou that art the only Giver of Repen- 
tance, a truly penitent Heart, for all the 
paſt Neglects of thee: Deliver me, OLord, 


trom the Puniſhments my Sins deſerve,” 


and deliver me from the Sins which de- 


ſerve thoſe Puniſhments. Make thy ſelf, 
O my ador'd Redeemer, the Maſter-wiſh 
of my Heart, the Scope and End of all 


my Time. Where-ever I am in this un- 
conſtant World, and whatever Buſineſs 


Y entertains my Hand, ſtil] let my inward. 
Eye look up towards thee, and fix its 
Sight on thy glorious Face: So ſoon as 1 


awake let me look up towards thee, and 
when I rife firſt bow my Knees to thee : 
Help me often in the Day to call in my 
Thoughts to thee; and when I go to 


reſt, cloſe up mine Eyes in thee: Suf- 
a fer me not, O Lord, to be any on- 
ger diſtracted 

from thee, who art the one Thing ne- 
from the 


abopt many Things 
ceſſary; but gather me up 
World into my ſelf, and then take me up 
from my ſelf into thee; there to be raviſnt 


with thy kind Embraces, there to be fe- 
ſted with the Antepaſts of Heaven: So 


ſhall my Time be govern'd by thy Grace- 
and my Eternity be crown'd with thy Glo- 
ry: Grant theſe Things, the Purchaſes of 


thy 
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thy precious Blood, O Lord, for thine own 
Eternal Honour and Glory. Amen, 1 


HYMN XXXVI. 97 


Ord, now the Time returns, 


For weary Man to reſt; \ 
And lay aſide thoſe Pains and Cares, I 
With which our Day's oppreſt. = | 


Or rather change our Thoughts 
To more concerning Cares 

How to redeem our miſpent Time, 
With Sighs, and Tears, and Prayers. 


How to provide for Heaven,. 
That Place of Reſt and Peace; 
; Where our full Joys ſhall never wain, 
Oar Pleaſures never ceaſe. 


Bleſt be thy Love, dear Lord, 
That taught us this ſweet Way 3 

Only to love thee for thy ſelf, 

| And for that Love obey. 


O thou, our Souls chief Hope, 
2 We to thy Mercy fly: 5 
In ev'ry Place thou — protect, 
And all we need ſupply. 


Whether | 
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1 35 | 7 

Whether we wake or ſleep, 
To thee we both reſign; 

By Night we ſee, as well as Day, 
It thy light oa us ſhine. | 


— 


Whether we live or die, 
Both we ſubmit to thee; 

ju Death we live as well as Life, 
If thine in Death we be. 


Glory to Thee, Great God, 
One Co-eternal Three : 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
Eternal Glory be. 
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Amen. 


Even. 
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MEDI TATION I. 


Onſider now, my Soul, the Mercies 
of my God, conſider the Wonders 
he has wrought for the Childrea 
of Men: The Eternal Father created us 

of Nothing, and ſet us in the Way to ever- 

— laſting Happinſs; the Eternal Son came 
down from Heaven, to ſeek and reſtore 
us again to it, when we had loſt our ſelves; 
the Eternal Spirit ſends his Grace to ſan- 
ctify us, and gives Strength to walk that 


holy Way. Thus every Perſon of the Ee: th 
ri- 
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Trinity has freely contributed his peculiar 
. BE Bleſſings, and all together, as one co-infi- 
WE nite Goodneſs, have graciouſly agreed to 
compleat our Felicity. But O ingratefnl 
we, was it not enough to receive of our 
God all we have, and are? Was it not e- 
nough that the Son of God ſhould come 
down and live here to teach us, and die 
to redeem us ? Was not all this enough to 
make us love? And Love is all he aim'd 
at, and Love is all we needed: We will 
confeſs to thee, O Lord, our miſerable 
Condition, and to the Praiſe of thy neceſ- 
_ Wfry merciful Relief : Such alas, was the 
Corruption of our Nature, and ſo many, 
and ſo ſtrong the Temptations round about 
vs, that without this thy laſt miraculous 
Fayour, of ſending the Holy Ghoſt to 
guide and quicken us, we ſhould, ſtil] have 
remain'd in our old dull Pace, ſlow to un- 


4 


ies N derſtand, and flower to obey : We ſhould 

ers have quite forgotten our God that made 
ren Nos, and neglected the Service of our Lord 
as that bought us; had not thy Fulneſs been 


er- urniſnt with one Bleſſing more, and thy 
me Good neſs ready to beſtow it on thy poor 
ore Creatures; hadſt thou not providently 
es; Nieſerv'd a better Bleſſing than the Dew of 
an- Mite Clouds, and Fatneſs of the Earth; 
hat better than Plenty of Corn and Wine, or 
ed the Multitude of Poſterity, or Dominion 
ri- 8 "4,2 12008 
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over our Brethren. Theſe were the great 
Rewardsof the old Law, but behold far 
reater than theſe are here: Divine Re- 
reſhments from the Heaven of Heavens, 
and the rare delicious Fruits of the Holy 


SGhoſt: Meekneſs and Peace, and Joy dif- 
fus'd in our Breaſts; Strength and undaunt- 
ed Courage, kindled i in our Hearts: The | 


ſtrong and ſweet Ardors of divine Love, 


that make every Duty in our Way delight- 
ful, and every Croſs tolerable: A thouſand | 


| Tweet Embraces of the Spouſe of Souls, a 


thouſand dear Pledges of his everlaſting | 
Love : Theſe are the great Rewards of 
the Law of Grace, and are given to pre- 


pare: us for the Kingdom of Glory. 
H Y M N XXXVII. 


Come, thou Enaricher of the Poor, 
And bounteous Source of all our Store, 


Come, fill our Souls with thy pure Love. 


Come, hes. our Souls deifchoris Gueſt, 
The weary d Pilgrims ſweeteſt Reſt, 
TDhbe injur'd SufPrers beſt Relief: 
Come, thou our Paſſions cool Aua, 
Whole Comfort wipes all Tears away. 


And into Joy turns all our Grief. Come 


(Beams 
ome, Holy Spirle;/ fend Fa thoſe | 
Which gently flow in ſilent Streams, 
rom thy brightThrone in Heaven above; 
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Come thou brightSun, ſhoot home thy darts, 
pierce to the Center of our Hearts, 

And make our living Faith love thee; 
Without thy Grace, without thy Light, 
Our Strength is Weakneſs, our Day Night, 
And we can neither move nor ſee. 


, Lord, waſh our ſinful Stains away, 
Water from Heaven our barren Clay, 

4 Our many mortal Bruiſes heal; 

a To thy ſweet Yoke our ſtiff Necks bow, 
g Warm with thy Fire our Hearts of Snow, 
f Y And ſoon our wandring Feet repeal. 


0 grant thy Faithful, deareſt Lord, 

Whoſe only Hope is thy ſure Word, 
he ſaving Gifts of thy good Spirit; 

1s rant us in Life t' obey thy Grace, 

fe rant us at Death to ſee thy Face, 35 

s, And Heaven's eternal Joys inherit. 


A Slory to the Sacred Three, 

bone ever living Deity, 3 

re. All Power aſcribe, and Bliſs, and Praiſe, 
Is at the firſt when Time begun, 
IMay the ſame Homage ſtill be done, 
While rime does laſt, when Time 3 

| | | | Amen. 


S ER 
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MEDITATION II. 


OW glorious, O Lord, is thy Grace 
11 over all the World How admirable 
are the Influences of thy Spirit: They who 
through Dulneſs ſo flowly underſtood the 
often repeated Leſlons of their divine Ma- 
ſter; now when the Spirit deſcended up- 
on them, did with the firſt ſwift Glance 
ſee through all, and no Myſtery could 
poſe, nor Error "deceive them. They, who 
through Fear forſook their Lord, and fled 
away from the Danger ot being his; 3 now 
do rejoice in ſuffering for his Name, and 
neither Life nor Death can forbid them 
to confeſs him: They who knew only their 
Mother-Tongue, and that no better than 
as ſimple Fiſhermen; now ſpeak to every 
Nation in their ſeveral Language, and 
with their powerful Elcquence raviſh their 
Hearts: They, who after our Saviour's Re- 
ſurrection, ſhut faſt the Doors for fear of 
the Fews ; now in the open Streets, and 
publick Synagogues, confidently proclaim 
the Name of Jeſus. Theſe were new Bot- 
tles filld with new Wine; Wine, that 
made themquite forget their former ſelves: 


86 
* * - 


Wine, that exalted them into a generous | 


Spirit of deſpiſing all Things for the Love 
of Jeſus, Wine, that in the Midit of 
Racks and Priſons, made em oftea break 


forth 


Mong: | 
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forth into that ſweet Extaſie; no Joy like 
the Pain of ſaffering for Jeſus, no Life like 
the Death endur'd for his Love. O, were 
there now ſuch Tongues of Fire, to kindle -. 
in the World thoſe divine Flames! O, 
were there now ſuch Hearts in the World” 
to receive the holy Sparks that fall from 
Heaven! The Apoſtle Peter preach'd but 
one Sermon, and immediately there were 
converted to Thee three thouſand Souls; pi 
he preach'd again, and wrought but one 1 
Miracle, and five thouſand more were add- i 
ed to the Church: Thus every Day they | 
encreas'd in Number, and which was bet- | 
ter, their Number encreas'd in Vertue. | 
They were all inebriated with the ſame 
heavenly Wine, and all fill'd with the | 
ſame heroick Spirit: They ſold all they | 
had, and brought the Price, and laid it | 
down at the Apoſtle's Feet : They liv'd in 
an innocent Community, and call'd No- 
thing their own, eveg in their Will and 
Underſtanding they were all united. Eve- 
ty one had enough, and that is to be rich; 
none had too much, and that is ts be free; 
free from the Cares that perplex the 
Wealthy, free from the Temptations that 
wait onSaperfluity: Hadſt thou been there, 
my Soul, to have ſeen the flaming Ard our of 
thoſe firſt Converts; it would have made 
thee utterly aſham'd of all Sloath and Cold- 
| | Sa 74 neſs. 
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Fan, Monit 
neſs. You may eaſily ſuppoſe, you might 


have heard them ſaying ſuch paſſionate 
Words as : theſe from a Mixture of Grief 


and Love: Ah, deareſt Lord, why were 


we not ſo happy, as to be converted by 


thee, while thou lived ſt amongſt us? Why 


not to entertain Salvation, when thou 
broughteſt it to our Homes; and didſt 


prefer our little Nation before all the 
World? Unhappy we in our Neglect and 


Per ver ſeneſs, which were the Cauſes of our 


Inrfidelity: We lookt on thy many kind Mi- 


racles, O Lord, and did not ſee them. 


Before our Eyes thou didſt give Sight to 
the Blind, and our Souls were dark with 
Sin and and Prejudice: Thou didſt cleanſe 
the Leprous, and heal all Manner of Diſ⸗ 


eaſes; thou didſt raiſe the Dead, and caſt 
cut 13 witha Word: Yet we alas, how | 


many of us blaſphem'd thy Name! bow 


many conſpir'd with thy bloody Crucifiers; | 
We cried out among the tumultuous Rab- | 
ble, away with him, away with him, cru- | 
cifie him, crucifie him; for we knew thee | 
nod My to be the Lal of Glory, Bleſlcd |} 


be thy holy Spirit, who has open'd our Eyes, 


aud made us ſee through the Veil that e- 

clips'd thy Luſtre : Now we bclieve thee | 
the Meſſias we expected, now we acknuns | 
ledge thee the King ot //7 ae/, 
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MEDITATION III. 


Roceed, my Soul, a little ether ce 
meditate on the mighty Works of the 
Holy Spirit, an with their Greatneſs ad- 
mire his Power; and with their Goodneſs 
his Bounty and Love. When, Lord, thou 
didſt deſcend into our wreched World, 
then was that Word of thy faithful Pre- 
phet fulfil'd: The Wolf ſhall dwell with the 
Lamb, the Leopard ſhall lie down. with the 
Kid : The Calf, and the young Lyen, and the 
Fatling ſhall be together; and even a little Child 
ſhall lead them. They, who in the Day of 


our Saviour's Paſſion, fiercely perfecuted = 


him like Lyons and Wolves; thou didſt 
eaſily convert many of them into innocent 
Sheep, and join them with the reſt ot his 
harmleſs Flock. Thoſe that were covc- 
tous as Wolves, thy powerful Grace made 
them liberal; thoſe that were fierce and 
proud as Lions, it made humble and meek. 
Thoſe that had 'b: en intemperate as Swine, | 
were made ſober; and they that were luſt- 
ful as Goats, became chaſt: They were 
ail join'd together in the Bonds of pure 
Charity, and ſubmitted to the Government 
ot the meek and poor Apoſtles: Then was 
the Worſhip of 9g. not a Buxden but a 
Dlight ; not a DIver dn but a Bulgeſs fo to 
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the ardent Love thou didſt inſpire. The 


Diſciples continued daily in the Apoſtles - 
Doctrine; bumbly attending to their ſay- 
ang InftruQions : Daily they broke the koly 


Bread; and celebrated the appointed Sup- 
per of our Lord; inflaming thereby their 


Love to him, and confirming their holy 
Faith, and Reſolutions : Daily they aſſem- | 
bled to unite their Prayers, being filPd with | 
the Spirit of Grace and Supplications : | 
Thus they obey'd, thy DiQates, and thus 
they encreaſed in the Meaſure of thy Gifts, 


and the Strength of thy Graces: Such were 
the Fervours of thoſe happy Times ; and, 
O how happy were our Times, had we 


thoſe Fervours too: But our Times, alas, 
are become miſerable, by Schiſms, and He- 


reſies, and the Darkneſs that covers a great 


Part of the World: Ours are become miſe- | 


rable by the Defect of Charity; and by the 
ſcandalous Examples of too many Chriſtt- 


ans: Many are ſcandalous in the Princi- | 
ples which they profeſs; ro the Diſparage- 
ment of our Lord's Inſtructions; and many ! 
others iu their vicious Converſations, which 
diſparage his wiſe and pure Precepts: Too 
many, alas! there are of theſe, yet the 
Gates of Hell can never prevail againſt the 
Power of God: Still the ſame Spirit viſits 
the World, and keeps alive in 17 the | 
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fame primitive Fire: Still there are ſome _ 
Hearts full of the Holy Ghoſt, full of the 

raviſhing Wine of Divine Love: Still there 
are ſome who renounce the World, and 
readily take up the Croſs, and follow our 
Lord : Still the Almighty Good neſs is true . 
to his Church, and keeps It One, and Holy, 
and Univerſal : Still the Holy Spirit, 

thanks be to his unwearied Goodneſs, 
maintains in his Church ſome burning and 
ſhiningLights. He, that, as a Wind, breaths 


where he liſteth, and is the free Diſpenſer 
of his own Gifts is often found of thoſe 


that ſeek him not, and vouchſafes to ſtrive: 
with them that reſiſt him. Though the 
angrateful World abuſes his Bleſſi — yet 
he has not utterly withdrawn himſelf 
from the ungrateful World. Yet, O ye 
Sons of Adam, conſider what your Maker 


has ſaid 5 my Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive: 
with Man. If this refining Fire does not 
purge you from your Wickedneſs, the 
Flames of his Wratht will devour your ; 


World, and you. 
PETITIONS: 
Kind and gracious Spirit, who art 


often near to us, when we are far 
from thee; often ready to grant, when we 


ire unmindful to ask; Vouchſafe now to 


1 hear 


392 For the Feaſts ß Morn. 
. hear theſe few humble Petitions which 
thy Grace diſpoſes me to preſent. I pray, 
O Lord, for the good Eſtate of thy Cathc- 
lick Church : Fit and diſpoſe thy Servants 
firſt to entertain Thee, then graciouſly 
vouchſafe to deſcend into our Hearts: Fill 
us, O Holy Ghoſt, and our little Veſſels, 
and as thou filleſt us enlarge our Capaci- 
ties: Make us the more we receive of thee, 
ſtill grow in Deſire of receiving more, 
till we aſcend to thoſe ſatisfying Joys a- 
bove, where all our Faculties ſhall be 
ſtretch'd to the utmoſt z where they ſhall all 
be fill'd to the Brim, and over flow'd with 
a Torrent of Pleaſure: Make us fit to 
entertain thee, and then poſſeſs us with 
the holy Fire of Meakneſs and Peace; that 
all the World may know whoſe Diſciples 
we are by ſeeing us love one another. O 
deliver us from the contrary Fire, the Fire 
of the falſe and evil Spirit, that ſcorches 
without warming, and ſmoaks without ſhi- 
ning, and conſumes without enlightening. 
Deliver us from Schiſm and Hereſie, and 
every the leaſt uncharitable Paſſion. Vouck- 
ſafe to give us the Spirit of Fortitude, the 
Spirit of Temperance, Juſtice and Pru- 
dence, the Spirit of Wiſdom, Underſtand- 
ing and Counſel ; the Spirit of Knowledge, 
(fl Biety and the Fear of Thee; the Spirit ot 
15 Patience and Benignity; the Spirit of Hu- 
5 „ | mility, 
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mility, Sobriety and Chaſtity. And bring, 
we pray thee, the whole World into thy 


one Flock; that all may enjoy the ſame 


Mind hereafter. Grant theſe Things, O 
Lord, for the Merits of our only Media- 
tor, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Glory be to, &c. N Amen. 


Fi or the BE 


MEDITAT 10 N 1. 


JE are not our own, but the Tem- 

ples of the Holy Ghoſt; let us de- 
d our ſelves intirely, to his Service. 
Come let us now again prepare our Hearts, 
and humbly offer this our Evening Sacrifice. | 
Who will give me this happy Favour, that 
I may now find my God alone; that L 
may find him in the filence of Retirement, 
where the Noiſe of this World can no way 


interrupt us, but that my God may ſpeak | 


to me, and I to him, as deareſt Friends. 
converſe together : That I may unfold be- 
fore him all mywants, and freely asktheCha- 


rity of his Counſel. What ſhall I do, O gra- 


ious Lord, to be happy here? What mali 
„ 1 


394 For the Feaſt's of Even, 
1 do to be happy hereafter? Nature already 
has thus far taught me, that in all 1 under- 
take I ſeek mine own Good: Only I have 
cauſe to fear I may miſtake that Good, and 
ſet up a vain Idol inſtead of Thee; vnleſs 
my God, the Spirit of Truth vouchſafe to 
inſtruct me, and ſhew my Soul it's true Fe- 
licity. Hark, my Soul, how the eternal 
Wiſdom gives thee Advice, and let every 
Word fink deep into thee: Seek with thy 
firſt endeavonrs the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and all things elſe ſhall be added to thy 
Wiſh. Love with thy whole AﬀeRions 
the Enjoyment of thy God, and all things 
elſe ſhall conſpire to thy Happineſs: All 
theſe my Lips confeſs are excellent Truths, 
but my Life, O God, is not ſo ready to con- 
feſs them. I cannot perfectly overcome my 
Paſſions, nor guide them ſo as to tend 
ſteadily towards Thee. Often do they 
draw me into Sin, by ſetting me upon | 
the purſuit of this World, While they | 
are mine J cannot govern them; behold, | 
dear Lord, I offer them to Thee, to be 
ſubjeRted in all their Motions to thy. | 
Laws, and entirely employ'd in thy Ser- | 
vice: That my fond Heart may be wean'd 
from the Follies of this World, and it's 
Appetites quickn'd to thy ſolid Joys: That 
| miy hunger and thirſt perpetually after 
thee, aud thoſe glorious Promiſes — i 


— 
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all my Life long adore thy Mercies.. 


Thoughts that fill thy Head? O with what: 


Tix, aud deiights to dwell i in a clean Taber- 
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haſt made to thy Servants - That my 
whole Soul may ſeek thee alone, ſince thou 
alone, O Lord, art all my Heaven. O- 
glorious God, my Life, my Joy, and the 
only fit Center of all our Hopes; were my 
too unſteady Soul once firmly united to 
thee, and could I reliſh the true Sweetneſs 
of thy Preſence, how would all other Com- 
pa ny ſeem dull and tedious, and the whole 
World be even bitter to my Taſte! How 
would my Thoughts cleave faſt to thee, 
and gladly ſeal this everlaſting Covenant - 
If thou, O Lord, wilt dwell with me, my. 
Heart ſhall continually attend on Thee. 
Night and Day will I ſing thy Praiſes, * 


MEDITATION II. 


Hen, O my Soul, ſhall thy God 870 : 
thee alone; tron from thoſe buſie 


ready Charity would he then inſt ruct thee, 
and let thee into his bleſſed Secrets! Him- 
ſelf would become thy familiar Gueſt, and. 
dwell with thee in perpetual Joy.. Strive. 
then to clear thyſelf of all. other Thoughts, 
that fill thee at beſt with nothing but emp- 
tineſs. Remember, thy God is a pure Spi- 


nacle. He will not entertain a Soul that 
regards any Sin, nor ſtay where. he finds. 


396 For the Feaſts of Even: 
bis Grace neglected. If he vouchſafe the 
Bleſſing of a Viſit, and oh how ſweet and 


raviſhing 1s his Preſence ! let us open wide 


our Boſoms to receive him, and ſummon 


all our Powers to entertain him. Say, 
Come my Underſtanding, and bring all 
thou knoweſt; all that enlightens thee in 
the Way of Felicity. Come my Will and 


Call in all thy Loves, and contract them in- 


to one, and ſettle them here for ever. 
Come my Memory, but lay aſide thySwarm 


of Notions and forget them all but what 
concerns thy Eteraity. Come my whole 


Soul, with theſe Faculties about thee, and 
proſtrate adore the Eternal Spirit, Behold, 
he now is nigh, and ſits in the devout Heart 
as on the Throne he delights. in. In de- 
yout Retirement, and calm Silence, he will 


familiarly ſpeak to us, and teach us what 


ſhall be for our Good, Come then, and 
with devouteſt Reverence attend; my Soul, 
to what now thy God will ſay: Let thy 
Underſtanding be ready to aſſent to his 


Truths; thy Will to follow his divine In- 


ſpirations: Thy Memory to treaſure up 
his ſacred Inſtructions, and all thy Powers 
to acknowledge his glorious Attributes. 
The bleſſed Spirit will not only viſit, but 


dwell in thee, if thou entertain and obey | 
him as he juſtly requires. He will never 
forſake . unleſs thou chaſe him away, 


but 


Even. the Holy Ghoſt. 397 |} 
but will guide and comfort thee with his 
holy Inſpirations. Reſolve then, that tge 
Fleſh ſhall deceive thee no more, nor draw | 
thee to diſoblige the holy Spirit. If the 
Fleſh grow bold, and inſolently demand, 
How can you live without ſinful Liberties Þ 
Hear thou the Spirit, and he will tell thee, 
they are baſe Slaves that ſerve ſenſual 
Luſts, and the Service of God is the only 
true Freedom. If the Fleſh alledge, What 
Joy is there in ſuffering His, or doing con- 
trary to our own Inclinations? Hearken 
to the Spirit, who will tell thee, the Croſs. 
of Chriſt is ſweet, and nothing is ſo glori- 
ous as the Conqueſt of our ſelves. If the 
Fleſh infiſt, What do you ſee, or hear, or 
exerciſe any Senſe in, but the Things of 
this World? Regard the Spirit rather, 
who willenter bis Proteſt, and make every 
devout Soul ſabſcribe this Truth- I ſee the 
Vanity of this World, and its Vexations, 
and meet in every thing Danger and Falſe- 
hood. Say then, according to the Dictates 
of the Spirit, Away Fleſhand Blood, with 
your fooliſh Inclinztions; away deceitful 
World, with thy bewitching Vanities : 
You were only created to ſerve in the 
Way to my Father's Houſe, and ſet me 
down at my Journey's End. Away with all 
your fond deluding Dreams; be baniſh'd 
tor ever from my awaken'd Soul.. 
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feel thoſe Fervours of which ſome times 


thou ioſpir'ſt a little Spark: If that Spark 


were kindled into a Fire, and that Fire 


blown up in a continual Flame. But we, a= 
las! are hot and cold by Fits, and which 
is wor ſe, our cold Fit is the longer. Some 
few half Hours we ſpend in Prayer, and 
many whole Days in Vanity and Idleneſs. 
Sometimes we beſtow a little on the Poor, 
and often throw a great Deal away on our 
Paſſions. Sometimes we deny and morti- 


fy ourſelves, but far more often obey our 
ſenſual Appetites. Sometimes we follow 
thy Grace, and are drawn by it to do one 


good Work; but we are again ſeduc'd by 


our Nature to a thouſand Iaiquities, and 


then, we reſiſt and grieve the holy Spirit. 


Thus we confeſs to thee, O Lord our God, 
who perfectly ſeeſt every Corner of our 
Hearts: Thus we confeſs to thee, not that 
thou may'ſt know ns, but that we may 
know our ſelves, and. thou mayſt cure us: 
To thee, Lord, | may go on confeſſing, for 
many are the Graces | want, and none 
can give them but thy Bounty: Many are 


Even. 


God, could. ye 1 | 


L's "0! £ —— into Defirw to be _— 
thee;* Happy were we, could we always 


the | 
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to make me ſtay, and look before me, to | 


through and fee beyond it: To make me 


Even. the Holy Ghot. 799 
the gins and Miſeries thy poor Creature is 
ex pot to, and none can deliver me but 
b Megce. SuFh an Occaſion often 
ers me, and ſuch a Temptation ſo 
often overcomes me: My own Infirmities 
are too ſtrong for me, and my in Cuſtoms. 
prevail againſt me: Every Day I reſolve 
to amend, and every Day I break my Re- 
ſolutions: Often Jam unhappily engag'd, 
and blindly running on in the Ways of 
Death; and then I need thy Grace, O 
Lord, to check my deſperate Speed, and 


ſhew me the horrid down-fall into that 
bottomleſs Pit where impenitent Sinners 
are ſwallow'd up for ever: To ſtrike my 
too regardleſs Soul with Fear and Trem- 
bling at the dreadful Sight of ſo ſad a 
Ruin. I feed thy powerful Grace, O Lord, 
to turn mine Eyes from the Allurements 
of Sin to a ſafer Proſpect: To make me 
ſenſibly meditate on the Peace and Plea- 
ſure, and great Advantage of a pious 
Life: To make me lock ſteadily on this, 
and well conſider it, and beſides to look 


delight in the Hope it enjoys, a Hope of 

Joys that are unconceivable and glorious:. 

Joys which none, O Lord, but thou canſt 

give, and none but thou canſt make us ca- 

pable to receive. O Lord, all our Springs 
| are 
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4% For the Fes, , Even. 
are in thee, and all our Happineſs depends 
on thee: In thee our Sorrows have a Com- 


forter to allay them, our Sins an Advocate 
to plead againſt them - In thee our Igno- 
rances have a Guide to direct them, and 
all our Frailties a God to relieve them. To 
thee therefore we will continually addreſs 
our ſelves, and rely only upon thy Care and 


Conduct: To thee we will with humble 


Confidence direct our Petitions, who pro- 


miſeſt to help the In firmity of our Prayers; 
we will not doubt the Graclouſneſs or 
Bounty of thy Goodneſs, but hope thou 
wilt grant whatever thy Words give us 
Leave to ask: And above all things we will 


ſeek thy ſelf, being aſſured that the Holy 


Spirit ſhall be given to them that ask him. 


PETITIONS. 


God the Holy Spirit, proceeding from | 
the Father and the Son, have Mercy |} 
upon me, miſerable Sinner. O God of in- 
fiaite Compaſſion, and Comforter of peni- | 


tent Minds, have. Mercy upon me, ſorrow- 


ful Sinner. Lament, O Lord, and beſecch 


thee to pardon my Sins paſt, and to pre- 


vent the Repetition of my Sins and Follies | 

for the future. Cure me, Othou great Phy- ; 
ſician of Souls, cure me of all my ſinful Di- 
ſtempers: Cure me of this Anguiſh, inter- 


mitling 


JJ Q . ¾⅛ aN -- m ¼èͤ , or Oo nee wk on ——½ , = wo 


Ever 


we rightly deſign, we may ptouſly purſue; 


the Holy Ghoſt. 401 


mitting Piety; and fix it in an even con- 


my regular Diet, and not only as a ſingle 
Medicine in a preſſing Neceſlity : So ſhall 
my Soul be poſſeſt of a ſound Health, and, 
diſpos'd for a long, even an everlaſting 
Life. Come to all thy Servants, O bleſſed 
Spirit of Faith, and govern our Lives with 
thy holy Maxims; ſubdue our Senſe to the 
Dictates of Reaſon, and perfect our Reaſon 


with the Myſteries of Religion. Teach us 


to love and fear what we ſee not now, 
but what we are ſure will be our Bliſs, or 
Miſery hereafter. Shew us the narrow Way 

which leads to Life, which few without 
thee can find or follow. Guide on thy 
Church in the Middle Path of Virtue z that 
we never decline to any vicious Extream: 

Let not our Faith grow wild with ſuper- 


| fluous Branches; nor be ſtript into a naked 


fruitleſs Trunk: Let not our Hope ſwellup 


toa raſh Preſumption, nor ſhrink away in- 


to a faint Deſpair: Let not our Charity be 
cool'd into a faint Indifferency ; nor heat- 


ed into a furious Zeal: Give us, O gract- 


ous Lord, the free Beginner and Finiſher 
of all good Actions, give us a right Spirit 
to guide our Intentions that we may con- 
ſtantly aim at our true End; give us a holy 
Spirit to ſanctify our Affections, that what 


gi ve 


{tant Holineſs. O make me uſe Religion as 5 
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give us an Heroick Spirit to confirm our 
Hearts, that what we piouſly endeavour 
we may couragiouſly atchieve: Grant theſe 
things, O Lord, for thine owa Glory, to 
whom all Glory i is due for ever. 


Amen. 


HY MN XXXVIIL 


Ime, my vain Thoughts, that wandring 

At every Toy which paſſes by; (fly 
Still ſpending ſo your Strength in vain 
While what you wiſh you ne'er can gain. 


Come, my fond Soul, who ſure muſt be 


Quite tir'd with all this Life can fee ; 
This Life, where little can be ſeen; : 
But reigning Miſery and Sin, 


And cheating Images of Good, 


| Moſt valu'd when leaft underſtood ; | 


Which yet to our Purſuits are coy, 


As they prove vain when we enjoy. 


Come, let the Wings of thy Defi ire, 
Fond Man, to nobler Things aſpire; 
Implore the Spirit's kind Gales, and He 
To nobler Things will carry Thee. 


Let warm Devotions, holy Fire, 
And Love Divine thy Breaſt iaſpire ; z 


7 wwe Ca 


E Ven. Holy Ghoſt. 4092 
r So. ſhalt thou Heaven's true Pleaſures taſte, 
. And grow more fit for Heaven at laſt. 

e 

) 


seek thou no more vor thy Reſt, 
Seek it at home in thine own Breaſt ; 
. let but thy Mind from Guilt be clear; 
Then ſeek for all thy Comfort there. 


With tby ſelf 5nd thy gracious God, 
Delight to make thy chief abode; 
In him repoſe ſecure and free, 
And no miſchance can trouble thee. 


— 8 


Should Death it ſelf thy Walls aſſail, 
Still thou art ſafe, and 55 not fails 
Still is thy Soul thine own, and ſhe 
To a new Houſe remov'd ſhall be. 


New, and Eternal there above, 
All built and furniſh'd with pure Love; 
There ſhall this dark mud Wall of thine, 
Repair'd, the brighteſt Stars out-ſhine. 


Great Spirit of Love, and Source of Peace, 
Our Praiſe of thee ſhall never ceaſe ; 

To Thee, the Father and the Son, 
Eternal Homage ſhall be done. 


Amen. 
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For the Morning. 


MEDITATION 2 


Reat is the Majeſty of the King we 
ſerve, and rich the Splendor of 
TH his Courts; where the humble 
Saints all ſhine as the Light, and rejoice in 
uninterrupted Felicity: Come, let us that 
call our ſelves by his Name, humbly adore 
the King of Saints; let us meet in Peace 
and Love, which are highly pleaſing to him, 
and join our Hearts and Voices into one 
glad Song: And which of his wondrous 
Works mall we make our Theam! el 
a 
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Morn. the Saints. 403 
mall be the worthy Subject of our Contem- 
- plation and Praiſe ? Shall we admire the 
mighty Conquerors of this World? Or 
auy of the Great ones whom the World 
applauds? Shall we admire the Men of. 


\f 4 


manage all their worldly Affairs witha dex- 
terous and ſucceſsful Wiſdom ? Oh no; there 
are greater Things than theſe to employ 
cur Admiration ; thoſe bleſſed Spirits who 
bravely overcame themſelves, and that led 
- ET i: Triumph their own Paſſions; thoſe who 
r:nounc'd the Greatneſs of this World to 
be rid of its Incumberances, and that they 
might with more Eaſe and Speed prepare 
themſelves for a better : Thoſe who learns 
ed Jeſus Chriſt ſo as to imitate him well, 
and were ſo wiſe as to work out their Sal- 
vation; thoſe who from mean and poor on 
bartb, from reproach'd and deſpis'd, are 
&- advanced to be bright Courtiers in the 
J kiogdom of Heaven, and honour'd by the 


i King of Saints. Rejoice thou my Saul, 
it Nuo feeleſt theſe Miſeries here, and often 
e Jcomplaineſt of the Dangers of this Life: 
e Kejoice at their glad Delivery from all theſe 
6 Sorrows, and heartily congratulate their 
- Af {cure Felicity: Rejoice, and with thy 
56 belt inſtructed Thoughts admire the exqui- 


h YT ite Wiſdom of the divine Providence; 
1 I »b0 from ſuch low Beginings can raiſe fo 
great 


deep or univerſal Learning? Or thoſe that 


406 Fo.or the Feaſts of Morn: | 
great Effects, making every Step thruſt 
con- naturally on the next. Behold a little 
Seed that is buried in the Earth, ſhoot 
gently ont its tender Leaves, and nou- 


| riſh'd on with the Clouds and Sun, climb 


up by Degrees into a tall Stalk; there it 
diſplays its fult blown Hope, and crowns 
its own Head with a ſilver Lilly. Such is 
the Progreſs of immortal Souls, even thoſe 
who ſhine, now among. the higheſt Sera- 
phims: At firſt ſhat in their Mother's 
Womb, where they lie confin'd cloſe Pri- 
ſoners in the Dark; thence they come 
forth to fee and hear, and flowly begin 
to. walk and ſpeak; next they advance to | 
underſtand and diſcourſe, then learn to | 
fly with the Wings of Grace, till they get 
up even beyond themſelves, "and believe 
above their own Nature; at lat the kind- 
ly Hand of Death gives them a Stroak, 
and they inſtantly become like the glori- 
ous Angels: Inſtantly their dark and nar- 
row Knowledge unfolds it ſelf, and ſpreads 
into a clear and ſpacious. View : ; where they 
at once ſhall ſee the Glories of Heaven, at 
once poſſes, and for ever enjoy them. Thus 
from the humble Seed of Grace, coa-natu- 
turally ſpring the Flowers of Glory, aud 
from this Life's green Stem of Hope, grow 
{| juſt on the Top of the Lilies of Paradiſe: 
| Lilies that never fade, but ſtill ſhige Ne 
| an 


_ ; the den, with 3 Sweet=2 
neſs: Lilies that even Solomon in all. his 
Glory was not array'd like one of theſe. 
Sing then, my Soul, his Praiſe, who. plan» 
ted, water'd and encreas'd theſe beauteous 1 
Flowers: But ſtil] among thy Hymns thon 
muſt mingle Reſolves, to imitate whatſo- 1 
ever thou findeſt good in their Lives, This 

is the Praiſe moſt delightful to him, 
whoſe Kindneſs deſires the Converſion of 

a Sinner. Learn but of them to be humble 
and meek, and ſubmit all thy Wiſhes to 
the Will of Heaven ; to govern thy Senſes 

by the Rule of Reaſon, and thy Reaſon 
by the Dictates of Religion; to deſigu thy 
bak Life in order to thy End, and eſta- 
bliſh for thy End the Bliſs of Eternity. 
Theſe holy Leſſons let thy Life. tranſcribe, 
„and then the King will accept thy 
be: aiſes 


, Se eden cient rn eh 


BY MN XXXIX. 


7 Ake all my Hopes, lift up your Eyes, 
And crown your Heads with Mirth; 
dee how they ſhine beyond the Skies, 

Who once dwelt on our Earth. Wi 


feace, boſie Thoughts, away vain Cares, 
That glog us here below; 

let us go up above the Spheres, | 

And with thoſe Orders bow. Bo 


7 40 5 Te the Fa, * wi 


Bow low to ENG S Atebnil king, 
Whoſe bounteous Goodneſs ?tis, 
That makes the happy Orders fing, 

And fills the Place with Bliſs. 


Tx With glorious Angels, Heirs of Light, r 
The high-born Sons of Fire; | 
hoſe' 5 burn chaſte, whoſe Flames ö 

All Joy, yet all Deſire. (ſhine bright, 


With holy Saints, who long in Hope 

On this Life's green Stem ſate; 
But gain'd at length the beauteous Top 

Of Heaven's reſplendent State. 


With great Apoſtles of the Lamb, 


Who brought that early Ray, 
Which from our Sun reflected came, 
And made our firſt fair Day. 


With generous Martyrs, whoſe 3 F 
Bravely rejoic'd to prove, (Hearts 

How weak, pale Death, are all thy Darts, . 
+ Compar'd to thoſe of Love. | ; 


With ſteadfaſt Confeſfors who dy'd 
A Death too, Love did give; 
Whilſt their own Fleſh they crucify' 'd | 
To make The JET. wet | 9 


With 


Morn; ws lo Fray $A ; ; 4oy 

With beauteous Virginswhoſe chaſt Vows | 
Renounc'd all fond Deſires; 

HE Who wiſely choſe our Lord their Spouſe, | 

And burnt with his Pure Fires. 


with all the happy Spirits above, i; 
Who make that glorious Ring 

About the ſparkling Throne of Love, 
es And there for ever ſing. ** | 
It, 
"To ſome Jow Place of that bright Quirez 
S While loftier Notes they raiſe, + 
et this thy litele Wreath aſpire, 
And Join their Crowns. of Praiſe. 


Mal Glory to the Sacred Three, : 
One ever-living Lord; 0 
s at the firſt ſtill may echt ite ho oe 
: Belov'd, Obey'd, Ador d. Amen, ge” 


MEDITATION .. 


! 


0g 


ris Hou art our King too, O bleſſed Jeſu 3 
ts, 1 and we, alas, thy unprofitable Sub- 
eas: We cannot praiſe thee like thoſe 


ine own bright Quires above, yet will ü 
Itumbly offer our little Tribute; ang 
Irhile, with thy preſent goodneſs to us, we = 
Jconſider thy great Bounty to them, the 
J:lorious Hopes which we from thence con- 
ceire, give our Praiſes the more ſpritely oy 

= of cents; 


ith 


ne For the Feaſts of Morn) 
cents: O-praiſe our Lord, we are con-M { 
ſtrain'd to ſay, all the Powers of our Souls: V 
pPraiſe the immortal King of Saints 0 
and Angels; praiſe him as the Author off g 

all their Graces; praiſe him as the Finiſh- U 

er of all their Glories: Praiſe him for the le 


mighty Hoſt of Angels, whom he ſets a- h. 
bout us for the Guard of our Lives; thatMe\ 
they may ſafely keep us in all our Ways, w 
and conduct our Souls at laſt to their e-MO 
ternal Home. Praiſe him for the conſe-M Sc 
crated Company of Apoſtles, to whom heW a! 
reveal'd the Myſteries of his Kingdom Mer 


that they might teach us too thoſe heaven in 
Iy Truths, and ſhew us the ſame bleſt Way ev 
to Felicity: Praiſe him for the generong A 
Fortitude of Martyrs, whom he ſtrength br 
ened with Courage to reſiſt even to Death in 
that we might learn of them to hold fall G 
our Faith, and rather loſe this Life, than w 
Hazard the other: Praiſe him for the emiMYff be 


nent Sanctity of Confeſſors; whoſe whold et 
Deſign was a Courſe of Heroick Vertue 
That we might raiſe our Minds from ou 
uſual lazy Flight; and with a quick ang 
active Wing mount up toward Heaven! 
Praiſe him for the Angelical Purity of thoſc 
| Virgins, whoſe Hearts he ſa enflam'd wit 
his Divine Charity, that they would admi 
no ſuch Deſires as would bring upon then 
other Cares beſides thoſe of pleaſing = 
SS Cs E c 


ron. + the S, 

Ml 1falone: And pray hin to 

with ſuch a fervent Love to 

of Souls, as may make thee 
great Indifferency even” tt 


| he-Helt of 'this 
World's Goods. Praiſe him for the excel- 
lent Holineſs of all his Saints, whoſe Livres 
he has moulded into ſo various Shapes, that 
every Sort of ours might be readily furniſit 
with aPattern cutout and fitted for it ſelf. 
O praiſe our Lord, all you Powers of my 
Soul ! praiſe the immortal King of Saints 
and Angels: Praiſe every Perſon of the ſa- 


ia theſe glorious Works; ſay, Bleſſed for 
ever he the eternal Father, who has fixt his 


I bright Angels on your radiant Thrones, and 
God: Bleſſed for ever be the eternal Son, 


' whoſe Love has exalted Weeds of Barth to! 


be Flowers of Paradiſe. There, as they ſhall 
eternally grow and ſhine, their Luſtre ſhall 


ever be the eternal Spirit, whoſe Grace 
prepares the Saints for Glory; where every 


ai happy Saint rejoices in his own Felicity, and 


noſq every one in the Felicity of all. Bleſſed for 
ever be the undivided Trinity, whoſe Sight 
alone is the Heaven of Heavens: O ſing his 


ell together your 1 Hymnus. 


ered Deity; for every Perſon has concurr'd _ 


Angels in ſo high a Happineſs : Triumph, 


ſhine continually in the Preſence of your 


always redound to his Glory - Bleſſed for 


Praiſe all you the Citizens of Heaven, fing || 


2 M E- 


XXJ HO are - I born Mee i ie 

VV Duſt, and ſtill kept down with! 
| ads Thoughts of this World? Lord, whoſ 
are we, that our polluted Hands dare offer 
tos thee the Incenſe of Praiſe ? We who ſol 
often diſobey thy Commands, and ſo ſel- 
dom lament for our many Follies? Vet is 

Praiſe from us thy unbounded due, and we 

cannot neglect it without omitting our 
Duty: But, becanſe our Praiſes alone are 
too low to reach the Deſerts of thy won- 
Arous Nature, and perfect Works; we will 
In our hearty Wiſhes call upon thoſe toll 
do it, who are better able to praiſe thee :K 
© praiſe our Lord, you pure unblemiſht 
Angels; praiſe him, ye mighty ever- active 
Flames: Praiſe our Lord, all you the Spi- 
Tits of juſt Men made perfect; now you are 
free from the heavy Clogs of mortal Bo- 
dies: And thus they do: Look up, my] 
Saul, and ſee the innumerable Multitude 
of triumphing Spirits: See how they ſtand 
all cloath'd in white Robes, with Palms in 
their Hands, and with golden Crowns on 
their Heads: Behold the glorions Angels 
fall dowa before the Throne, and pro- 
ſtrate adore Him that lives for ever. Be- 
| Hold the bleſſed Saints lay 2 


Mornz be aim... 44 


L Ibis Feet, and on their Faces 1 him 


that lives for ever. Hark how they fill 
that ſpacious Temple with their Hymns, 


sonile Night and Day they continually 


ang, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 
bo was, and is, and is to come; Hallelujah; 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts; "Hea-+ ö 
Jen and Earth are full of thy Glory; Halle- 
Jujah; Glorious art thou in creatiag all 
; things > glorious in preſerving them in 
every moment of their Being: Glorious in 


governing them their ſeveral Ways; glo- 0 


Yrious in appointing them their proper 
Ends: Glorious in rewarding thy Servants- 


above their Hopes ; glorious in puniſhing 


Aaners below. their Demerits: Glorious - 


0 i thov, O Lord, in all thy Works ;. 
©. bat Infinitely more in thige own . ble(-: 


ed Efſence.. Thus they Rejoice above, 
Wthus they Triumph; and may their Joy 
and Triumph laſt for ever: While we 
ho live below may, as faithful Echoes to 
their Praiſes, repeat every Day. theſe few 
hort Ends of their. Seraphick Hymns, 
Salvation. to our God that ſits on the Throne; 
and the Lamb, that redeem'd us with his. 
Blood; Hallelujah! Bleſſing, Hanour, Glory 
and Power be to him that ſits on the Throne, 
Ind to the Laws or ever and Ps Halle-- 
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O Moſt plorious and gracious God, we 
are all ſo beholden to thy abundant 
___ Goodneſs, that we owe thee the utmoſt 

Praiſes our Hearts and Lives can render: 
O do thou excite us to endeavour, and 
uaaſſiſt us to ſucceed,in the Diſcharge of this 
mighty Debt. Open our Lips that our 
Ml ouths may ſhew forth thy Praiſe, beſtow | 
upon us every divine Grace, that our Lives 
may ſhew forth the Vertue of him that 
has call'd us from the Dark to his glori- 
ous Kingdom: Make us inure our ſelves 
buy Degrees to thankfulAcknowledgments, 
| and Praiſes in this Place of ourBaniſhment ; 
that we may at length be fit to ſing the 
| lofty Songs of the celeſtial Zion: O let us 
Tee thy Goodneſs ſtill preparing us for the 
- Blefledneſs of Heaven; ſanQify every 
Condition to the promoting ourGrowthin 
Grace; which, as it will raiſe our Hopes of 
thefuture Glory, will proportionably raiſe 
our Praiſes. O let thy Love, dear Lord, 
at length be pleaſed to take us to the Fel- 
lowſhip of thoſe Toys and Glories, which 
| foraiſe the thankful Praiſes of the happy | 
.  Spiritsabove: Bring us to that perfect State 
where no Defect ſhall weaken us; to that 
happy Place where nothing ſhall wa 
SC: 4 A 4 7 k i : from = 
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from feelug: enjoying, ovine: and prat- — 
ſing thee for ever. Irant, O moſt merci- 
fu! Saviour, that, as thy bleſſed Saints do WM 
without ceaſing pray for thy Church be= - 
low, we may be ready devoutly to praiſe 
thee for them: And help us, Lord, ſo to 
commemorate thoſe excellent Graces and 
good Works by which they adorn'd our 
holy Profeſſion, as to be excited thereby 
and directed to practiſe the ſame, till we 
aul meet before thy glorious Throne, with MK 
one Heart and Conſent to adore thee the 
kind Saviour of us all; who, with the Fa- 
ther and the _—_ art one 9 bleſſed 

for ever. 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son; nd 
to the Holy wars of Bak 


At it was in the Beginning, 5 is nom. and ever 
* be, World without End. / 1 
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verſal judgment, and then diſpoſe of us to 10 


g . invite them to follow him: Come you bleſſed 


For the ä en RR 
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MEDITATION 1 


LL Things do lire to thee, O Lord! ' Wor 

thou ſole Preſerver of univerſal Na- net 

ture ;the bleſſed Saints rejoice in thy Glo- tor 
ry, and our imperfect Souls are here ſu- _ 
ſtain'd in Hope: We know that thou wilt kn 
bring us to the Grave, which is the Houſe 70 


appointed for all the Living :- And from th. 
thence thou wilt raiſe us again to an uni- 


our Eternal Portion: O happy they whom t. 
our Lord ſhall honour on that Day of his 
ſolemn Triumph ! and, riſing from his Seat 
of judgment, go gloriouſly before them, 
and with theſe ſweet and gracious Words I 


of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared i, 
for 2 from the Foundation of the World. 
The Reward of yourLabours I will give you, 
I my ſelf will be your Rewarder : You have 
firmly believ'd, you have readily obey'd, 
| you have conſtantly ſuffer d; Come enter i; 
now into your Maſter's Joy. They that are 
| careful, my Soul, to die the Death of the | 
EL righteous, will with them be thus careſs d 10 


of RES 


Evem the Jai 41 7 
at the Day of enk Now thou haſt 

paſsd another Day, another Step towards 
thy long Home: Thou haſt ſeen the Sun a 
few Hours more, and this Day is gone and 
Joſt in its own Night: But haſt thou loſt 
ittoo, and made nouſe of it while it ſhin'd . 


SF * 
. 


for Shame lament its Departure. Thou art 
nearer thy Death, but no more prepared 


wards Perfection. Examine thy ſelf. to 
know the Truth, and ask thy. ſelf theſe: 
J uſeful Queſtions: Am I grown devout, as 


— Lo EY © 


temperate, and reſign'd as they? Do 


Rate with them? Would 1 


=A OA = —B  e«» 


give all I have 


ww 


J Conſideration of their bliſsful. Reward, 
brought me to a full Reſolution to aim at 
the higheſt Imitation of them? At leaſt 


K. Bn a 
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ND 


mities, when 1 conſider their excellent 
Lives and Vertues? If thou canſt not equal, 


de thy Heart S Deſire to do it; and what 
they "I did, do thou really, wiſh to do. 


Ts. 
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the Saints of God were? Am I chaſt. 


juſt now to be there? And part with Life 
Wit ſelf juſt now to go thither? Has the 


have I learnt to humble my ſelf, and check 
the Vanity of my proud: Conceits? n 
mourn and bluſh at my own many Infir-- 


ny Soul, ſuch glorious Patterns, yet let it 


then let the Dew-of thy Penitent Tears 


for it, if thou haſt made no Advance to- 


Jl deſpiſe now the World with a Zeal like 
theirs, and value Heaven at the ſame high) 
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NE DIT AT IO N It. 


ET us bumble our fotves, we chat 


I are yet in this low State, but not 
grow faint at the Sight 2 others ſo far 
before us. Rather let 
Stoth by conſidering their fits Pace; and 
encourage our Fears with their happy 
Succeſs. 'We, who p rofeſs the Religion 
of all theſe Saints, 7 livd and dy'd 


Members of the ſame Church with us: 


We, who partake of the ſite holy Sacra- 
ments, and eat the ſame celeſtial Food; 


who may partake of the ſame holy and 
powerful Spirit, if we diligently ſeek, 


and readily receive him. Why ſhould we 
fear, but that one Day we may ſhine a- 


bove and rejoice together with the glori- 


fied Saints? Are we not all redeem'd by 
the ſame rich Price, and the ſame eternal 


Crowns propos'd to us all? Are we not 


bred in the ſame Apoſtolick Faith, and 
taught of God by his appointed Mini- 
ſters? The Leſſons; I ſee, and Teacher 
are the ſame, but the Hand is dull, and 
the Inſtrument out of tune They liv'd 
in a dangerous World, like this; and 
were ty'd to Bodies frail as ours. But by 
a conſtant Vigilance they >vercame the 
4 World, and ſubdu'd r. Bodies to the 


Se | 


icken our 


the Faint. i 419 


cerview e of their Minds; ade n 14 

with a joyful Heart; and we thus congra- 
nalate the Triumph of their Vicories: 
at They overcame, but not by their own. 
dt ffrong Hand, and now they triumph, bat 
ar 'cis by the Bounty of their God. Cheat 
I then thy ſelf, my Soul, and raiſe thy 
Head, and open thy Boſom to the Hopes 
of Heaven: Fear not, our God has a Bleſ- 
ſing too for us, if we have a Love and 
Obedience for him - If we delight in the 
Ways of Piety, and diligently attend the 
Offices of Devotion: If we refrain from 
the Liberties of the World, and curb the 
looſe Suggeſtions of the Fleſh: If we can 
look on Gold and Honour, and their fam 
ing Beams not dazzle our Eyes; if. we 
perform with them the Part of faithful 
WJ Servants, we ſhall ſurely with Bu have 
the Portion of Children. — 


MEDITATION m. 


Pages! in thy Sight, O Lord, is the 
Death of thy Saints, which "finiſhes. | 
thy greateſt Work, the perfecting of Souls, 
whom thou eſteemeſt as the Jewels of 
Heaven, and choicely gathereſt into thing 
own Treaſury. Precious to themſelves, 
O Lord, is the Death of thy Sainte? 
"which takes ar the dusky Cover ids 
* 


enen eee 


* 


| a 2 8. — * For the. "eaſt s of Tn | 
| hides their Brightneſs, which ſhades and 
| poliſhes them to a heauteous Luſtre, and 
ſets them as Stars round about their. 
Throne. Precious, O Lord, to us is the 


Heath of thy Saints, from whence we are 
 farniſh'd with ſuch Means of Vertue.. 


Some teach Courage to. encounter Dan- 
gers, and not for Fear make Shipwrack. 
of our. Conſcience, Others, by their Ex- 
ample, inſtruct us to converſe with Meek- 
neſs, and patiently. bear Neglects and 
Injuries. From ſome we may learn how 
to uſe this World wiſely, and, make it 
ſerve us in our Way to the next. From. 


. others we may learn how more generouſly 


to deſpiſe it, and paſs our Days in Peace 


and Prayer: By al), with thy Bleſſing, we 
may learn this beſt of Arts, to live and. 


die like Saints; and do this in the beſt of 


Methods, thy glorious Example. O gra- 
cious Lord, whoſe love ſtill looks about, 


and ſearches every. Way to ſave us Sin- 


ners! who cameſt thy ſelf, bright Son. of 


Glory, to enlightea our Darkneſs, and 
| warm our frozen Hearts: Who with thy 
fruitful Beams till kindleſt others, to burn 
[as Tapers in thy Church's Hand; and by 
their near proportionate Diſtance, ſtand. 


fit to ſhine into every Corner of our 


Lives: We will ever bleſs thy Name for 


all theſe Mercies, and take Care to pes 
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Even. ii Saints... 
by not one "with. e e We will 
not confider in vain the. Crown at the 
Race's End, and ſit down lazily in the 


Shades of Eaſe; nor keep in vain the Me- 
mory of thy Saints, without endeavyouring. 


to imitate them, which would be to the 


Reproach of our "unprofitable Lives. We 
will ſtill ſtrain all our Powers, and pur- 


ſue to the Mark for the glorious Prize. 


that is ſer before us. Still, with our ut= 
moſt Speed, we will follow them, whoſe 
Travel ended in ſo ſweet a Reſt. 


PETITIONS. 


God of infinite, adorable Goodneſs: 


ſpent their Day of Life in a Courſe of 
ſteady. and laborious Piety and Vertue, 
did'ſt graciouſly cloſe their Evening with 
a comfortable Death, and give them in- 

ſtead of this an eternal Day of Glory: O 
grant to us below, we beſeech thee, ſo to 
imitate thy Saints in the wiſe beſtowing 
our allotted time on our Earth, that we max 


follow them in their happy Paſſage out of | 


this World, and be admitted with them 


to thy everlaſting Glortes in the other. : 


When our Life's laſt Day, O Lord, begins 


to fall, and bids us haſten to prepare for. 1 | 


Nights, _ end. * Ka. Angels fo. 
: watch 


9 
- 


* 21 | 
1 

1 
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who after thy faithful Servants. had 


122 


my to diſturb our Paſſage: Send them to 
receive in Peace our departing Souls, 


and to bear them ſafely to thy Preſence. 
Then, O thou dear Redeemer of the 
World, and Sovereign King of Life and 


Death! thou who deſpiſeſt not the Tears 
of the Penitent, nor turneſt away from 


the Sighs of the Afflicted: Thou who pre- 
ferveſt all that rely on thee, and fulfilleſt 
their Deſires that long to be with thee: 
Do thou hear our Cries, and pardon our 


Sins, and graciouſly deliver us from all 


our Fears. Call us to thy ſelf with thine 


own bleſt Voice; Call us, O deareſt Jeſu, 
in thine own ſweet Words. Say, Come ye 
Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 


prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World. Then will our happy Souls im- 
F mediately obey and go forth with Glad- 
F neſs to meet their Lord and Love; to live 


with him, and behold his Glory, and par- 


| take of his Happineſs, and ſing his Praiſe, 


Theſe Things, O Lord, we humbly expect 


| from the Merit of thy humble Death, and 


the Power of thy. glorious Exaltation. O 


Lamb of God that takeſt away the Sins of 
the World have Mercy upon us ; have 
Mercy upon us, and grant us thy eternal | 


| HYMN 


watch about us, and ſuffer; not the Ene- 
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0 haſty Night forbear ; our i Praiſe; 


= And our yet young beginning Ho 
Sex to encreaſe on theſe bleſt Days, a 


80 faint, and dul, requires more Scope; | 


Night will not hear, but ſallen flies, 
And ſummons all the World to ſleep ; $* 
Commands us cloſe our Books and Eyes; 
What we have gain'd content to keep.. 


O happy Saints ! this broken Rate | 
* Bids our faint Slowneſs ply its Wings; . - 
While your unwearied active State 
Does always wake, and always lings: | 


I Yet eva our State your School too was, 

Aud thoſe your now unweary'd Laies, | 
By ſach a Change of Song and Pauſe, 

| | Here among us you learn'd to raiſe. 


Here you, thus often too, took Breath, 

And yet have clim'd thoſe Hills of Light; | 
O may your good Succeſs bequeath, | 
bY Hope to We that glorious Height. A 


Though now our Notes be ſhort and few; 1 
Our Reſts too frequent are, and "Day 3 

If we but keep in tune with you, of 

We Halle laſt * your glad Song. 
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wr Fe the Feaſt) of, de. Even; " 


1f with our utmoſt humble powers, 
We here our daily Prayers attend ; 
\ Theſe poor Devotions ſhall, like yours; 
| There i in a nightleſs Fervour end. 


Glory, O Lord, to thee dane | 
| Be here below, as there above,; 
Q may thy Joys, Great Three in One! 
Exer attract and crown our Love. 


Amen, 


PRAYERS 


n * : g b 


PR AYERS Before, 15 and 


After the Holy Communion. : 


"ay Dr. E. Babe 


A. bp Burr into the Lord's Houſe un 
ti Service of the Church begins. 


Orgive me my Sins, 0 Lord 1058 

give me the Sins of my Age, and the 
dins of my Youth; the Sins ot my Soul, 
and the Sins of my Body; my ſecret and 
my whiſpering Sins; my preſumptuous, 
and my crying Sins ; the Sins that 1 have 
done to pleaſe my ſelf, and the Sins that 
have done to pleaſe others örgive me 
my wanton and idle Sins; forgive me my 
ſerious and deliberate Sins; forgive thoſe 
| Sins which know, and thoſe Sins which. 
I know not; the Sins which Ihave labour'd-_ 
ſo long to hide from others, that now I have 
even hid them from my own Memory; 
forgive me them, O Lord, forgive them 
q all; of thy great Mercy Jet me be ab- 


4 vive * all my nn and of thy- 


bouatital., 
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"$26 . Prayers Before, At and 
- ountiful Goodneſs, let me be delivered 1 
from the Bands of "choſe Sins, which by „ 
my Frailty I have committed, that the IM », 
Prayers and Services that I offer in thy pt 
Houſe this Day, and ever, may be an ac- if 
ceptable Sacrifice unto thee, through the. m 
_ Merits and Mediation of my bleſſed Lord w. 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 7 


Ar thy Approach: to the Holy eln, ſay, - 


$; Saviour of the World, ſave me! th 
; who by thy Croſs and Paſſion haſt | he 
| redeem'd me! help me and ſave me, I 
beſeech thee,, O God. Amen. | 
4 To the King Eternal, Immortal, In-- MW jy 
I viſible, and: only Wiſe God, who is the 
ever bleſſed and adorable Trinity, be all 
a and Glory, om, and for ever. 
men. ä Ee” 


Tuben Kh ha and . for Devotion; 


| Me" great God, who haſt not only | ws” 
permitted, but invited us needy du 
and miſerable Creatures, to preſent our IN ,,, 
' Petitions to thee: Oh let me ſet a true W 
Value on this moſt ineſtimable Priviledge:. tue 
I come unto thee, O Lord, as a Worm to of 
my Sovereign-Maker: I come as a heinous Re 
Offender toa jak and ſevere La pra ef 
I pray 


* . , 25 
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After the Holy Communion. 427 | 
I pray thee, my Addreſſes be with Reve=. Þ| 
rence, ſome way-anſwerable to thy Amt 
Majeſty; give me an hearty Deſire to 
pray, and ſuch a pure Intention, and fix=- 
J cdneſs of Mind upon thee, that I may no 
more incur the guilt of drawing nigh thee 
with my Lips, when my Heart is far 
from thee ; but may fo Au that I may Re- 


ing to thee here, I may be tranſlated to 
the praiſing thee Bternally in thy Glory. 
hereaftet through Jeſus Chriſt _ Lord, 


Mbilſt others are coming up, and the Prieſt 
| preparing to Read the Sentences, Pray. © 


Lmighty God, who haſt of thine ins 
finite Mercies vouchſafed to ordain 
this Sacrament, for a perpetual Memory 
Jof that Flefſed Sacrifice, which once thou 
madeſt for us upon the Croſs; grant me 
with ſuch diligent Remembrance, and ſuch 


% Wonderful Myſtery, that I may be made 
 E Worthy by thy Grace, to obtain the Ver- 
toe and Fruits of it, with all the Benefits 


Kemiſſion of all my Sins, and the Fulneſss 
J of all thy Graces, which I beg for — | 


ceive ; ſeek, that I may find; knock, that it 
may be opened unto me, that ſo from pray? 


due Reverence to participate of this Holy _ 


= of thy Precious Death and Paſſion; even t 


. Merits, who art my only Saviour, God” 
from- everlaſting, and World withoux, 


N 42 Sh Prayers Befor e, At, and 


end, . 25 Amen. 


Be pleaſed, 0 God, to accept this our 


Bounden Duty and Service ; > and Com- 
mand that the Prayers and Supplications, 
together with the Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Paſſion, which we now offer up 


unto: thee, may, by the Miniſtry of the 
HolyAngels, be brought up into thy Hea- 


venly Tabernacle; and that thou not 
weighing our Merits but looking upon the 


bleſſeg Sacrifice of our Saviour, which was 


once fully and perfectly made for us all, 
may'ſt pardon our Offences, and repleniſh 
vs with thy Grace and Heavenly Bene- 
dition, ** Jeſus Chriſt we Lord. 
| men. 


L 


3 Whip upon your "LPs you caſt in jour 


Offering, ſtop, and ſay, 
Leſſed jeſu, who didſt accept the poor 


Widows two Mites ; be pleaſed gra- 


ciouſly to accept this from thy unworthy 


Servant. 5 4 05 Amen. 


: While the Prieſt, W ot 3 are r 


cating, ſay, AT 
1Rant me, Gracious Lord, ſo to Bat: 
. the ene thy Sons; and to drink. 


his. 


„„ „ A. 60. md. 29 ones m9 Re  4-$- 


od tay fon JT fron, 0. 


Alter the Holy Communion. 


made clean by his Body, and my Soul 
waſh'd through his moſt Precious Blood, 


es Si en tt ä 
O Lord, I am not worthy, nor fit that 
thou ſhouldſt come under the filthy. Roof 


of the Houſe of my Soul, becauſe it is 
-wholly Deſolate and Ruinous; neither 


haſt thou with me a fit Place where to lay 
thy Head: But as thou didſt vouchſafe to 
be lain in a Stable and Manger of Unrea- 


ſoxable Beaſts, as thou didſt not diſdain to 


be entertain'd even in the Houſt of Si- 


mon the Leper; as thou didſt not reject 
the Harlet, a Sinner like unto me, coming 
unto thee, and touching thee; as thou 
didſt not abhor her Profane Mouth, nor 


yet the Thief on the Croſs, confeſſing thes : 
Even ſo vouchſafe to admit me alſo, an 


Over-worn, Miſerable, and out of Mea» 


ſire ſinful Creature, to the receiving and 
communicating of the moſt Pure, Quick- 
ning, and Saving Myſteries of thy moſt holy 


Body, and precious Blood. Amen. 
O Lord God, how I receive the Body 


and Blood of my moſt Bleſſed Saviour je- 
ſas Chriſt, the Price of my Redemption, 


is the very Wonder of my Soul; yet I am 
ſatisfiy'd by my moſt firm and conſtant 


7 4 
bis Blood, that my ſinful Body may be 


Belief of the Words of my Saviour, as, at | 


| Unis time, they are graciouſly tender'd 


ZR A bo Prager Before; As, pug 


to me, and my Faith: Lord, make me 3 
worthy Receiver, and Partaker of all the 
| Benefits of this Bleſſed Sacrament. Amen. 


! Upon the Approach of the PrieFt, with the 
Conſecrated Bread, ſay, 


Hou, O Bleſſed jeſu, haſt faid, Ze 
thas Eateth thy Fleſh, and drinkeſt ſt thy 
Blood, hath Eternal Life. Behold the Ser- 
vant of the Lord, be it unto me accord» 
ing to thy Word. 2 | 


When thePrie offs thee the HolyBread, fag; 


The Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
wich was given for me, preſerve my 
Body, and Soul, unto Eternal Life. Amen, 


Whilſt you Eat it, fay, 5 


By thy Crucified Bod y, deliver me from | 
as Body of Death. 7 


Aun Receiving it, 7 


By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat, by 
thy Croſs and Paſſion, good Lord deliver 
me. I have ſworn, and am ſteadfaſtly Þ 
purpoſed to keep! thy Rightgoss. Judg- Þ 

- MEAS? k 


Aſter 1 the Holy Communion. 432 LY , 


ments. O bold thou up my Goings in 
thy Paths, that my Foot-ſteps lip not. 


Upon the FI of the Prieſt with the Cons mh 
fecrated C up, fay, 


THat Reward ſhall I give vita the 
Lord, for all the Benefits that he 

hath done unto me? I will take the Cup 
of Salvation, and call upon the Name of 
the Lord. And now with the great De- 
votion of my Soul, I receive this Cup of 
Bleſſing, humbly praying, that the Blood 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was ſhed - 
for -me, may preſerve my Body and Soul = 
unto ere Life. Amen. 11 


3 


After you have Received it, 


O my God, thou art true and Holy! | 
O my Soul, thou art bleſſed and happy? 


O the Depth of the Wiſdom and Know=. | 
ledge of God! how incomprehenſible are 


his Judgments, and his Ways paſt findin 
out? Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all 


that is within me, praiſe his holy Name; 


vho ſaveth my Life from Deſtruction, an 

feedeth me with the Bread of Heaven. 
| Glory be to God on High, cn Earth, 

- © Peace, and good Will towards Men. I | 

1 Worſhip NOW . Toy * thy 

| ame 


e Projers Bare, At, ese 


Name for ever, who haſt vouchſafed te 
Rll my Soul with Goodneſs, and to feed 
me with the Heavenly Miſteries of ChrifÞs 
Sacred Body and Blood; humbly beſeeching 
thee, that from henceforth I may walk in 
good Works, and ſerve thee in Holineſs 
and pureneſs of Living, to the Honour of 
thy Name. Amex, (EOS 
| Moſt bleſſed Redeemer, I do truly be- 
lieve, that thy Body was-crucified, and 
thy Blood was ſhed out of thy Body, as 
verily as 1 have received this Bread, and 


; this Wine, ſet apart from the Bread; and 
that for the Remiſſion of my Sins, as well 


as any others: And I do alſo believe, that 
with this Bread, and Wine, I have really 


L 5 and ſpirituall receiv'd thy precious Body 


and Blood, whereby my Sins are fully 
waſh'd away, and my Soul purified and 


refreſh'd: This, O Lord, 1 believe, help r 


Thou my Uabelief. Amen. 


_ Almighty God, the Fountain ef all | | 


Goodneſs, from whom Every Good, and 
Perfect Gift proceedeth and to whom all 
Glory and Honour ſhould be return d; I do 
deſire moſt heartily to thank thee, for 


that thou haſt voucſafed to feed me who n 


have now received theſe Holy Mysteries, 
with the ſpiritual Food of the moſt pre- 


cious Body and Blood of thy Son our Sa- |"! 


vigur Jeſus Chriſt, and doſk aſſure me 
; Sr there 


thereby of thy Eivour and Goodneſs to- 
Bl wards me, and that Jam a very Member 
iacorporate of the — — Body of thy 
Son, which is the bleſſed — of all 
faithful People, and am alſo an Heir 


dom, by the Merits of the moſt precious 
Death and Paſſion of thy dear Son G 
the Height and Depth of that unſpeaka- 
ble Mercy of thine, who art pleas'd to 
admit me, a ſinful Wretch, to have any 
part in thoſe ineſtimable Benefits, which . 
Jl have ſo often deſpiſed and trampled 
under Foot! I am not worthy, O Lord, 
of that Daily Bread, which ſuſtains the 
Body, but thou haſt made me Partaker” 
of that Living Bread which came down 
from Heaven, which nouriſheth the Soul, 
and of which whoſoever eateth ſhall live 
for ever. O grant that my Soul may 
Trelim this Divine Food with Spiritual Ra“ 
viſhments and Love, great as the Flame 
Yof Cherubims; and grant that what thou 
Ppaſt given me for the Remiſſion of my 
Sins, may not by any Fault become the 


Ln l —_- W* 


r increaſe of them, that this Holy Commu- 


o ion prove not unto mes unto Tad? len 
5, land e Zondemnation,” but may ſupport and 


. preſerve me in every Temptation; Re- 


- oice and Quiet me in every Trouble; 


_ F and Strengthen me in every 


5 9 good 
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through Hope of thine everlaſting King- 
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214% Fra Before, At, and 
good Work; Comfort #nd Defend me in 
Us Hour of my Death, : againſt all Op- 
Poſitions of the Spirits of Darkneſs, and 
Farther me in the Attainment of everlaſt- 
. + on err Jeſus Chriſt, 
* Amen. 


When you are come ——_ make uſe of theſe 
| en, that E, N 


| Me Holy God, who art of x Sa 
| Eyes than to behold Iojquity, grant, 
1 pray thee, that no unclean Thing, may 
be in me, who have now received T hee in- 
| to my Heart and Soul; but let the Blood 

of Chriſt, who through the Eternal Spirit, 

offer'd himſelf without Spot to thee, purge 
my Conſcience from Dead Works, to ſerve 
thee the: Living 
that from henceforth-I put off, concern- 
ing my former Coaverſation, the Old Man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceit- 
ful Luſts, and be renew'd in the Spirir of 
my Mind; that I put on the New Man, 


which after thee is created in Righteouſ-þ 


neſs and true Holineſs; to which purpoſe 
be pleaſed to watch over me for Good, 


to keep me both outwardly in my Body, 


and inwardly in my Soul. O God thou 


ſeeſt that I have no Power of my ſelf, toll 
; 6p oy. ſelf; When Frome me alſo to 2 


* 


God: Give me Grace, 


After the Holy Communiom. 11S 


ſet in the midſt of ſo many and great 
Dangers, that by Reaſon of the Fralty of 
my Nature, | cannot always-ſtand Upright 5 =o 
grant to me ſuch Strength and Protefti- 
Jon, as may fupport me in all Dangers, and 
carry me through all Temptations, thro? ' 
Jeſas Chriſt our Lord. Amen 

O thou, with whom is no Variableneſs 
nor ſhadow of Turning, let thy Holy Spi- 
rit direct me in all things, let thy Grace 
always prevent and follow me, and pre- 
ſerve me againſt all Aſſaults of my Spiri- 
tual Enemies, efpecially of my own Trea- 
cherous Heart, which is deceitful above all 
things, Wicked, deſperately Wicked, Or 
Lord, thou knoweſt it: How often hatly | 
lit betray'd me to the Breach of thy Holy 
Laws, to the Violation of all thoſe Vows 
J and Promiſes, which 1 have made to thee © 
How often have I turn'd my Back in the 
Day of Battle? O let me no more thus 
ſtart aſide like a broken Bow, but be ſtead- 
faſt, uamovable, always abounding in the. 
Work of the Lord, Refiting the Devil, that 
he may flee from me, ſubduing my Fleſh,: 
and bringing it into Subjection: Crucify- 
ing, and overcoming the World. And. 
therefore let thoſe ſolema Vows, which . 
have now made to forſake my Sins, Never 
Idepart from my Mind; but let the Re- 
| membrance of them excite me to fight 


2 manfuly 


YT mn” 11 ⁵˙ 


tn 


- 436 -— Prayers: Befare, At, anus 


manfully under thy Bauner, and continue 
tmhy faithful Servant and Soldier, unto my 
'©: Lord, Ido here humbly preſent unto 
thee, my Soul and Body, to be 4 Living 
© Holy; and a Keaſonable Sacrifice unto thee; 
I beſcech- thee SanQtify my Body, that, 
from a pollated Danghil, it may become 
the Temple of God, Sanctify my Soul, and 
Receive it for thy Dweling-place,the Seat of 
thy Spirit, and the Houle of Prayer, and 
Holy Meditation ; Sanctify me through- 
out, that both my Body and Soul and 
Spirit, may be preſerv'd blameleſs unto 
the coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, World 
without End. Amen. 903 09 SW 


Thus have you cloſed your Communion De- 
votions, it only remains that you remember, 
what 4a great Buſineſs lies upon your Hands, 
in performing thoſe Promiſes that you made 
to God, which Duty, if you diſcharge as you 
ong bt, they will be your Refuge againſt all 
' Temptations to your Old Sins, whenever they 
| affault you; but if you negleFt theſe good Of- 
fices, you will incur the Guilt of breaking that 
ow which you Seal d in your Saviour's Blood; 
which will one Day be Witneſs againſt you, , 
A timely Caution does not pre vent it, which 
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ſo your Evening Foy as Senſor Nighs 
Jen Receive, * this Collect. 


N Bleſſed Jeſus, who haſt. this Day” 


made me a Partaker of thy bleſſed 


body, and Blood, thy Mercy hath given 


t, and my Faith hath receiv'd it into my. 


soul: O let me ever feel the happy Ver- 
ve and Effects of it; put thy Fear into 


ny Heart, to keep thoſe Vows and Pre- 
niſes, which I have on this Solemnity ren- 
Ired unto thee in my Mind, that I may 
tot Sin againſt the; Enrich me with all 


hoſe Graces, which come from this pre- 


ious Body and Blood, and hereafter bring 

ne to thine Everlaſting Glory; for + "thy. 
Merits, and Mercy's ſake. Amen- 

God, the Father, bleſs me ! God, the 

zon, Defend me! God, the Holy Ghoſt, 

reſerve me! God, the Holy Trinity, de 

rich me, now, and N Amen. 
3 a 
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Advantages hereof. From Page 1. 
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"Y; Chrifts Reſorrethion, h 1, 
© 255555 of the Chriſtian Sabg 
— or Lord's Day. The Duties an 
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i: 7 Monday. 3 0 

Of Man's Creation. The Goodweſs * 

God in it. The e. Daties a 

Conſolations arifgng... From 
. ' Tueſds 


20 4 p. 40. 
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elf. To do what is Good, Abſtain from 
what is Evil. The gratiaus Aſſiſtance W 
receive from God to do whut is accepta- 

ble to him, and eternally beneficial to our 
| ſel ves. From p. 40. to p. 60. . 


c Wedneſday. 


The Comforts of « good Conſcience, & © 
quiet Mind. The Horror and Trouble of 
an ill Conſcience, The Perturbations of 
# Sonl oppreſs*'d under the Senſe of Sin, 
| The Means of Deliverance from the lat- 
ter, and to arquire the former. From p. 


60. to p. 82. . : 
; Thurſday. 
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His Danger. His Deliverance by the 
coming of Chriſt. His Ordinances, Inter- 
celſion, Merits, and Preſerving Provi- 
dence, with the*Daties ariſing from theſe 4 
conſiderable Helps. From p. 8 2. to p. 107. 
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The CONTENTS. 
: Friday. 8 4 


A Continuation of the Great and Ine- 
fimable Benefits that we receive from 
God in Chriſt, as an Incouragement to 
| Repentance, Humiliation, Goaly Sorrow, 
Sincere Amenament ; with apbraiding 
the Senſeleſneſs and Ingratitade of a ſinful 
Life, both in Relation to God, our Selves, 
and our Poſterities. From p. 107. to p. 
125. LES | | . 
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„ Sacurdaye. 
What Duties of | Thankfulneſs, Self. 


Denial, Reformation, Devotion, and. ab- 
ſolute Self- Reſgnation we owe to Al. 
mighty God, upon the. Conſideration of 
his Admirable Power in our Creation, 
Goodneſs in our Redemption, Wiſdom in 
the Government of the World, Care in j;, 
our Conſervation, and his Mercy in our || 
Salvation. From p. 125. 70 P- 147 5 
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our Temporal and Eternal Advantages, _ 


5 


/ Holy Women. Appearing to his Diſ- 


Secbed Weeks 


lÞE V OT I O N. « 8 


Olemn Ads * Faith, Gratitude; = 
and Commemoration of Chris Res 
Faak Publ Ming it by the Angels. 


ciples. Convincing St. Thomas, and 


| flowing from that miraculous Argument: 


of his Divinity and Love to BEIGE. 
Vom p. 147. to p. 168. 


Monday. 


Of the regen of God. His Ef. | 
ence, His Infinity. His Omnipreſence.. _ 
| Knowledge, and his GC" 4; - 


WEE: * 
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| - all which conſiſt our Temporal and Eter- 
1 Heppineſs. From p. 168. to p.186. 


Tueſday. 


1 Of the Faithfalneſs of God inreitoring J. 
Fallen Man, by ſending Chriſt into the * 
K e ee, e, 

| * World. ChriſPs taking our Nature up- 
en him. His Sufferings, Indignities, || 
and Death for us. The Retribution we | 
oughit to make, by praiſing him continual. || hi 

ly. Adoring him devoutly. Cleaving | 

to him ſteadfaitly, and Living and Di- 

ing in him Faitihfullj. The Danger of 

= wegleffing Goa, and our own future 
W Happineſs. From p. 186. to p. 204. 


Wedneſday. : 
The Goodneſs and Charity of God, in 


W , the Continuance of his Mercies, not with. 

UW ſanding our repeated Negledts , multi. 

WW plying and aggravating our Offences, and 

fig hting the Things that belong to our 

© Peace, of oar manifold Obligations, and 
redeeming. our loft Time. From p.204- 
4 | 8 Thur ſ⸗ 


gl : 


u-. 


of 4 the Death of Cbriit.. The Sault . 


falfion he made to Divine Juſtice. The 
Wl 1n#itution of the Holy Sacrament. His 
Þl Union with the Faithful. . Aſſurance of 
| Glory. Duties ariſing from theſe Confs- 
derations. Obedience to his Laws. Re- 
 Þ erence to his Word, and Conformity to 
n From P. 224- 70 " The ey 


Friday. 


4. 


WT SF 


Jeſus Chriſt for miſerable Sinners; w 
4s reſtored us to Life, Health, „Light, As 
ili, Indempnity, and hopes of 999 
N 251, Og 268. 


in 53 Saturday. 
he 


i- verance from the Evil of Sin. The Pa- 


„ niſbment due to it. For the Mercy of Gods 


w Providence. The Reward of our Duties 
4 bleſſed Expecłation of being eternally 
- appy in the Fruition of unſpeakable and 
8 N alten. Po _ to pally, 
1 | D784 1 
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